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IN  ASSEMBLY,  APRIL  10, 1852. 


Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  New-York  Prison  Association. 


New-York,  April  9,  1852. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Speakir, 

Of  the  House  of  the  Asstmhly  of  the  State  of  J^TeuhYork: 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  sixth  section  of  the  charter  of 
the  New-Tork  Prison  Association,  I  herewith    tra      ,     ]      \ 
seventh  annual  report  of  said  association,  and  request  that  you 
will  present  the  same  in  behalf  of  the  Association  to  the  Legis- 
lature. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  BUSS, 
Cor.  Sec^y  Prison  Association. 


[Assembly,  No.  123.] 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  PBISON  ASSOCIATION  OP  NEW-YOM  FOR 

1852. 


PresidetU. 
HON.  WILLIAM  T.  McOOUN, 

Joftice  of  Snprema  Court. 

nce-PretidintM, 
ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST,  £iq.« 

Merchant. 
HON.  BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER, 
HON.  JOHN  W.  EDMONDS, 

Juftiea  of  Supreme  Court. 
HON.  JOHN  DUEK, 

Ju(I|^e  Superior  Court. 

Treasurer. 
WILLIAM  C.  OILMAN,  Esq., 

Merobanl. 

Recording  Secretary. 
REV.  THOMAS  OALLAUDET, 

Prof.  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution. 

Correspandinfi  Secretary. 
JOHN  D.  RUSd,  M.  D. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, 


CMrflum-RENSSELAER  N.  HAVENS. 


ISRAEL  RUSSELL, 
Dm.  £.  PARMLT, 
FREiaUN  HUNT, 


Finance  Committee. 

WILLIAM  CHAUNCEV, 
JAMES  H.  TITUS, 
WILLIAM  C.  OILMAN, 
CIRUS  OURTISS. 


[Assembly 


DttentioA  C<mmUt$e. 


H->N.  JOHN  W.  EDMONDS, 
W  IXIAM  WALN  DRINKER, 
JOHN  HOPPER, 
ABNER  BENEDICT, 
JOSEPH  McKEEN, 
JOHN  H.  KEYSERj 


JOHN  BIOELOW, 
OEOROE  £.  BAKER, 
Dr.  EDWARD  BLEECKER, 
MARCUS  MITCHEL, 
WILLIAM  C.  RUSSEL. 
JOHN  COCKRANE. 


Prison  Diseiplins  Committee, 


HON.  JOHN  DUER, 
BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER, 
RENSSELAER  N.  HAVENS, 
Dm.  T.  A.  TELLCAMPF, 
JOHN  D.  RU88,  M.  D., 
JOHN  H.  ORISCOM,  M.  D., 


JOHN  BTANTON  GOULD, 
THOMAS  QALLAUDBT, 
PHILIP  S.  TAN  RENSSELAER, 
LYMAN  COBB, 
JOHN  JAY. 


Diichargtd  Convict  Committee, 


ISAAC  T.  HOPPER, 
JAMES  8.  GIBBONS, 
RICHARD  REED, 
BENJAMIN  FLANDERS, 
WILLIAM  C.  ROGERS, 
BENJAMIN  B.  ATTERBERT, 
JOHN  W.  C.  LEYERIDGE, 


JACOB  VAN  N08TRAND, 
ISAAC  LEWIS  PEET, 
CHARLES  PARTRIDGE, 
HENRY  POOR, 
TIMOTHY  A.  HOWE, 
GEORGE  WALKER, 
OLIVER  H.  WELLINGTON. 
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HONORARY  MEMBER  OF  THE  PRISOiN  ASSOCIATION. 

OSCAR  Itt,  Elrg  of  Sweden  and  Norway. 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

A.  DETOCQUEVILLE,) 

G.  D£  BEAUMOUT,        vMembcr  of  the  Institution  of  France. 

M.  CH.  LUCAS,  ) 

M.  DEMETZ,  Membre  du  Conseil  Cxcneral  (lu  Department  da  Siene-et-Oite^^^ete.y 

Paris. 
M.  6.  BLOUET^  Architect  du  Gouvcrnment. 
J.  G.  PERRYy  Esq.,  Inspector  of  Prisons  of  Great  Britain. 
COL.  JEBBi  Sunreyor  General  of  Prisons  and  Bireetor  of  the  CoBTlct  Prisons^of 

Great  Britain. 
EDWIN  CHADWICK,  Esq.,  London. 
Dr.  YURDEIL,  Member  of  the  Great  Council,  Vice  Preildent  of  the  Gouneil  of 

Health,  at  Lausanne,  Switzerland. 
Dr.  GOSSE,  Geneva,  Swltserland. 
JACOB  POST,  Esq.,  London. 

Ber.  L.  DWIGHT,  Secretary  of  Pr'son  Discipline  Sooiety,  Boston. 
FRANCIS  LIEBER,  Professor  of  History  and;  Political  Philosophy,  Colttmbla, 

8.  C,  Cor.  Meaib.  of  the  Ijctitut}  of  France. 
WJ».  P.  FOULKE,  Esq.,  PhUsde.ph'a. 

M.  MOREAU  CHRISTOPHEy  Chevalier  of  the  Lejpicn  of  Ho  .or|  France. 
Dr.  YARRENTRAP,  Germany, 
8.  G.  HOWE,  M.  D.,  Boston. 
Bliss  D.  L.  DIX,  Boston,  Massaehust:tt9. 
Mrs.  £.  W.  FARNHAM,  Califomia. 

Prof.  NATHAI^  DAVID,  Copcnhtg  n,  Dfn*na:k.  i 

CHARLES  SUMNER,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Pruf.  I.  L.  TELLKAMPF,  B:!rlin,  Pi*uss!A. 
JOHN  HAVILAND,  Prison  Archito 3t,  Philadelphia. 
GEORGE  SUMNER,  Esq.,  Boston. 

N.  B.   The  Physician  and  Wsrden  o;  Keep .r  of  t-ach P.al'9iitiary  are, ex  ofleU% 
Cfrresponding  Members  of  the  E  icuiye  0  J3urlttef» 


HONOBABY  LIFE  MEMBEBS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, 

BY    PAYMENT  OF  OME  HUNDRED  DOLLABS  OR   UPWARDS. 


City  ff  N9W'York, 


BOORUAN,  JAMES 
BROWN,  JAMES 
CROSBY,  WM.  B. 
DELANO,  JA8.  WARREN 


MINTURN,  ROBERT  B. 
PARKER,  CHARLES 
WALKER,  JOSEPH 
WOOD,  WILLIAM 


Troy,  A*,  r. 


REV.  WM.  ANPREW8, 


REV.  DE.  BEEMAN. 


i 

r 


Poughkeepsief  N.  Y. 
REV.  H.  G.  LUDLOW. 

Hudson,  N.  Y. 
REV.  MR.  DARLING. 

Merridtn,    Connm 
REV.  O.  W.  PERKINS. 


LIFE  MEMBERS 


Of  tht  Aisodaivm^  by  payment  of  tvcenty-Jive  dollars  and 

upwards. 


Alsop,  J.  W., 
Aspinwall,  W.  H., 
Astor  Wm.  B., 
Barclay,  Anthony, 
Bard^JobUi 
Barron,  Thomas, 
Bartlett,  Edwin, 
Beebee,  S.  J., 

B J.  Jas., 

Belmont,  August, 
Bennettj'Jas.  6. 
Benzon,  E.  L., 
Blanco,  B., 
Brevoort,  H. 
Brevoort,  J.  Carson, 
Bridge,  L.  K., 
Bridge,  John, 
Bronson,  Mrs.  Arthur, 
Brooks,  Sidney, 
Broom,  S., 
Brown,  Stewart, 
Brown,  Jas., 
Bruce,  Geo., 
Bushnell,  0., 
Butler,  B.  P., 
Bliss,  Ira, 
Chauncey,  Henry, 

Collins,  E.  K., 
Guriiss,  Gyrus, 


Daly  Chas.  P., 
Derham,  H.  G., 
Douglass,  Wm.  H , 
Duer,  John, 
Edmonds,  J.  W., 
Engs,  P.  W., 
Field,  R.  H., 
Field,  H.  W., 
Fish,  Haaiilton, 
Foster,  Jr.,  James, 
Freeland,  J., 
Furnlss,  W.P., 
Garner,  F., 
Gilson,  John, 
Graham,  J.  B., 
Gregory,  D.  S., 
Green,  J.  C., 
Grinnell,  Henry, 
Grosvenor,  Jasper, 
Halstead,  Wm.  H., 
Hedges,  Timothy, 
Herrick,  J.  K., 
Herring,  S.  G., 
Horn,  Jas.,' 
Howland,  G.  G., 
Howland,  S.  S., 
Howland,  Edgar  W., 
Hunt,  Thos., 
Hussey,  George  F., 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  PRISON  ASSOCIATION  OP  NEW-YORK  FOR 
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President. 
HOir.  WILLIAM  T.  McCOUN| 

Joitice  of  Saprama  Ooort. 

Vke-PreiidnUe, 
ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST,  £tq.. 

Merchant. 
HON.  BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER, 

HON.  JOHN  W.  EDMONDS, 

Justice  of  Supreme  Court. 
HON.  JOHN  DUER, 

Judl^e  Superior  Court. 

Treasurer. 
WILLIAM  C.  OILMAN,  Esq., 

Merobani. 

Recording  Seeretartf. 
REV.  THOMAS  OALLAUDET, 

Prof.  Deaf  and  Dumb  Initltution. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
JOHN  D.  RUSS,  M.  D. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


CAoinnaii— RENSSELAER  N.  HAVENS. 
Finance  ConinUttu. 


ISRAEL  RUSSELL,  WILLIAM  CHAUNCET,  ! 

Dm.  E.  PARMLY,  JAMES  H.  TITUS, 

rREiaCAN  HUNT,  WILLIAM  C.  OILMAN, 

CTRUS  OURTISS.  ^ 
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DUerUion  CammUtee. 


[AsSESfBLY 


HOW.  JOHN  W.  EDMONDS, 
W  I^LIAM  WALN  DRINKER. 
JOHN  HOPPER, 
ABNER  BENEDICT, 
JOSEPH  McKEEN, 
JOHN  H.  KEY8ER, 


JOHN  BIOELOW, 
GEORGE  £.  BAKER, 
Dr.  EDWARD  BLEECKER. 
MARCUS  MITCUEL, 
WILLIAM  C.  RU88EL. 
JOHN  COCKRANE. 


Priion  Discipline  Committee. 


HON.  JOHN  DUER, 
BENJAMIN  P.  BUTLER, 
RENSSELAER  N.  HAVENS, 
Db.  T.  a.  TELLCAMPF, 
JOHN  D.  RU8S,  M.  D., 
JOHN  H.  ORISCOM,  M.  D., 


JOHN  STANTON  GOULD, 
THOMAS  OALLAUDET, 
PHILIP  8.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
LYMAN  COBB, 
JOHN  JAY. 


JHsehargid  Convict  Committee. 


ISAAC  T.  HOPPER, 
JAMES  S.  GIBBONS, 
RICHARD  REED, 
BENJAMIN  FLANDERS, 
WILLIAM  C.  ROGERS, 
BENJAMIN  B.  ATTERBERY, 
JOHN  W.  C.  LEYERIDQE, 


JACOB  VAN  NOSTRAND, 
ISAAd  LEWIS  PEET, 
CHARLES  PARTRIDGE, 
HENRY  POOR, 
TIMOTHY  A.  HOWE, 
GEORGE  WALKER, 
OLIVER  H.  WELLINGTON. 
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HONOBARY  MEMBER  OF  THE  PRISON  ASSOCIATION. 

QSCA.R  lit,  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway. 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

A.  DETOCQUEVILLE,) 

G.  D£  BEAUMO:«T,        S-Membcr  of  the  Instilutioo  of  France. 

M.  CH.  LUCAS,  ) 

M.  DEMETZ,  Membre  du  Conseil  General  du  Department  da  Siene-et-Oiiei^ete.y 

Parif. 
M.  6.  BLOUET^  Architect  du  Gouvernment. 
J.  G.  PERRY,  Eiq.,  Jnipector  of  Prisons  of  Great  Britain. 
COL.  JEBB,  Sonreyor  General  of  Prisons  and  Director  of  the  ConTlct  Prisons^of 

Great  Britain. 
EDWIN  CHADWICK,  Esq.,  London. 
Dr.  YERDEIL,  Member  of  the  Great  Council,  Vice  President  of  the  CotmcU  of 

Health,  at  Lausanne,  Switzerland. 
Dr.  GOSSE,  Genera,  Switzerland. 
JACOB  POST,  Esq.,  London. 

Rer.  L.  DWIGHT^  Secretary  of  Prson  Discipline  Society,  Boston. 
FRANCIS  LIEBER,  Professor  of  History  and;  Political  Philosophy,  Columblay 

8.  C,  Cor*  Memb.  of  the  Ijttituts  of  France. 
WM.  P.  FOULKE,  Esq.,  PhUsde:ph'a. 

M.  MOREAU  CHRIsrOPHEy  Chevalier  of  the  Leapicn  of  Ho  ori  France. 
Dr.  YARRENTRAP,  Germany, 
8.  G.  HOWE,  M.  D.^  Boston. 
Miss  D.  L.  DIX,  Boston,  Massaehust;tts. 
Mrs.  E.  W.  FARNHAM,  California. 

Prof.  NATHAIY  DAVID,  CopenVy  n.  Den-nark.  ! 

CHARLES  SUMNER,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Prof.  I.  L.  TELLKAMPF,  Berlin,  Piussra. 
JOHN  HAYILAND,  Prison  ArchiU it,  PhUadelphii. 
GEORGE  SUMNER,  Esq.,  Boston. 

N.  B.   The  Physician  and  Wsrden  o ;  Kc ep  .r  of  each  P  .all^ntiary  are,  ez  oflelo^ 
Cn'responding  Members  of  the  £  icuive  0  jauclttee* 
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HONOBABY  LIFE  MEMBEBS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, 

BY    PAYMENT  OF  OME  HUNDBED  DOLLAES  OR  UPWARDS. 


City  ff  N9W'York. 

BOORSIAN,  JAMES  MINTURN9  ROBERT  B. 

BROWN,  JAMES  PARKER,  CHARLES 

CROSBY,  WM.  B.  WALKER,  JOSEPH 

DELANO,  JA8.  WARREN  WOOD,  WILLIAM 

Troy,  A'.  1'. 
REV.  WM.  ANDREWS,  REV.  DR.  BEEMAN. 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
REV.  H.  O.  LUDLOW. 

Hudson,  N.  F. 
REV.  MR.  DARLING. 

Merriden,    Connm 
REV.  O.  W.  PERKINS. 


»• 


LIFE  MEMBERS 


Of  the  Assodaiicn^  by  payment  of  tuenty-fve  dollars  and 

upwards. 


Alsop,  J.  W., 
Aspinwall,  W.  H., 
Astor  Wm.  B., 
Barclay,  Anthony, 
Bard,Jobn, 
Barron,  Thomas, 
Bartlett,  Edwin, 
Beebee,  S.  J., 

B J.  Jas., 

Belmont,  August, 
Bennett,'Ja8.  6. 
Benzon,  E.  L., 
Blanco,  B., 
BrcTOort,  H. 
Brevoort,  J.  Carson, 
Bridge,  L.  K., 
Bridge,  John, 
Bronson,  Mrs.  Arthur, 
Brooks,  Sidney, 
Broom,  S., 
Brown,  Stewart, 
Brown,  Jas., 
Bruce,  Geo., 
Bushnell,  0., 
Butler,  B.  P., 

Bliss,  Ira, 
Chauncey,  Henry, 

Collins,  E.  K., 

Curiiss,  Cyrus, 


Daly  Chas.  P., 
Derham,  H.  C, 
Douglass,  Wm.  H , 
Duer,  John, 
Edmonds,  J.  W., 
Engs,  P.  W., 
Field,  R.  H., 
Field,  H.  W., 
Fish,  Haaiilton, 
Foster,  Jr.,  James, 
Freeland,  J., 
Furnlss,  W.  P., 
Garner,  F., 
Gilson,  John, 
Graham,  J.  B., 
Gregory,  D,  S., 
Green,  J.  C, 
Grinnell,  Henry, 
Grosvenor,  Jasper, 
Halstead,  Wm.  H., 
Hedges,  Timothy, 
Herrick,  J.  K., 
Herring,  S.  C, 
Horn,  Jas.,' 
Howland,  G.  G., 
Howland,  S.  &, 
Howland,  Edgar  W., 
Hunt,  Thos., 
Hussey,  George  F., 
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Irwing,  Richard, 
Jay, John, 
Johnson,  Alex.  S., 
Johnston,  John, 
Jones,  James  J., 
Jones  Walter  B., 
Kirkland,  S., 
Langdon,  Mrs., 
Leeds,  Sam'l., 
Leyray,  Jacob, 
Leray,  Jacob,  B., 
Lenpp,  C  M., 
Lord,  llufus  L., 
Lorrillard,  Jr.,  Peter, 
Low,  Cornelius, 
Low,  Nicholas, 
Mann,  A., 
Mathews,  J., 
McBride,  Jas., 
McCoun,  Wm.  T., 
Morgan,  E.  D., 
Murray  Liadley, 
Morgan  M., 
"^'-^vins  R.  H., 

•"7»ll,  Wm., 

rrie,  A , 
O'Connor,  C, 
Olyphant,  D.  W.  C, 
Outhout,  Wm., 
Palmer,  John  J., 
Parmly,  E.. 


Pell,  P., 
Phalon,  J., 
Ray,  Robert, 
Bhinelander.  Wm.  C, 
Robert,  C.  R., 
Roosevelt,  C.  V.  S. 
Ruggles,  S.  B., 
Russell  Israel, 
Sampson,  Joseph, 
Sands,  David, 
Schermerhorn,  Peter, 
Selden,  Dudley, 
Sherman,  Austin, 
Spencer,  Wm.  A., 
Sturges,  Jonathan, 
Styrvent,  Gerard, 
Talbot,  Chas.  N., 
Titus,  Jas.  H., 
Townsend,  S.  P., 
Van,  Nest,  Abraham, 
Vannostrand,  James, 
Van  Rensselaer,  P.  S., 
Walker,  W., 
Wards,  A., 
Wetmore,  P.  M., 
White,  Ely, 
Whitney,  Wm.  E., 
Winthrop,  B.  R., 
Wilderming,  Wm.  E. 
Wolfe,  John  D., 
Woolsey,  E.  J., 


Burrell,  D. 
Packer,  Wm.  S. 
Vassar,  M. 
Rev.  J.  0.  Ark. 


Salishury^  Herkimer  Co.y  JV.  Y. 

trooliltfU^  L.  L 

Poughkeepsie,  JV.  F. 


Bey.  ICr.  Searki. 


Waferluryj  Oonn, 

Rev.  Mr.  Elliott. 
Merridftij  Cwin. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
^ad  Donations  from  Jan.  1, 1851,  to  Dec.  31,  1851. 

A.  H.  &Co., |5 

Aspiuwall,  W., 35 

Aldrich,  MoCurdf  &  Spencer, 10 

Abeel.J.  H., 10 

Appleton,  D.  &  C, 5 

Austin,  Heniy, 3 

Adams,  W.  H., 10 

Allen,  HQzens  &  Co., 10 

Adams  &.  Co., 10 

Brady,  J.  T., 10 

Benedict,  E.  C, 6 

Bartholomew,  F.  H., 6 

Benedict,  A., 8 

Brown,  Jas., 50 

Brown,  Miss  Mary, 30 

Bradish,  Johnson, 10 

Bull,Wm.G., 6 

Buck  tBlnntj 5 

Bard,  John, 25 

Badger,  J., 10 

Bridge,  Geo., 5 

Bartlett,  Edw., 25 

Borceau  &  Susch, 10 

Boncheau,  Joseph, B 

Butterworth,  J.  F., 5 

Bradford,  A.  W., 5 

Bebee,  8.  J., 85 

B.  I.  James, S5 

Bamej,  Hiram, 5 

Boormao,  B., 5 
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Bennet,  Jas.  G., 25 

Buslinell,  Orasmus, 25 

Bryant,  Wm.  C, 6 

Crosby,  Wm.  D., 30 

Cochrane,  John, 10 

Corning,  E.  (Albany,) 10 

Cottenet,  F.  &;  Co., 20 

Cary  &Co., IB 

Cameron  &  Brand, 10 

Cooper,  Peter,  $10,  tlO, 20 

Coe,  Fred.  B., S 


Case,. 
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Caswell,  John, 10 

Colnian  Ss.  Stetson, 10 

Cambreling,  S., 10 

Clark  &  Wilson, 5 

Cammon,  0.  J., 10 

Crape,  S., 5 

Colgate,  Mrs.  Jane, 5 

Colgate,  Mrs.  C.  C, 5 

Cammon  &  Whiteliouse, 10 

Corning,  J., ^ 

DeBhame,  H.  C, 10 

De  Coppet,  L.  E., 5 

Douglass,  Wm., BO 

Donaldson,  Jas., 10 

D.S.  D., 2 

Delano,  Warren, 50 

Dillon,  Robt 5 

Duggan,  Wm.  T., 5 

Dow,  M.T., 5 

Doug]»ss,  J.  B., 6 

DoubledayJt  Beak, & 

,  Dantford,  Bailey  &  Co., 5 

.Drew,  Robinson  &  Co., 25 

■  D«lancy,  J.  T., B 

Day,  C.p., B 

Do  Wilts,  Esqrs., B 

■Earl  &  Porter, B 

KdwardSjAlfied, 10 
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Edwards,  Chas., 3 

Essenween,  F., 6 

Fergerson  &  Sherman, , 3 

Foster,  Thos.  B. , 5 

Goodman,  B., 6 

Grant  &  Barton, & 

Gordon  &  Talbot, 6 

Goodhue  &  Co., •......•• 25 

Gibson,  John, 30 

Graves  &  Boonen, • 25 

Greeley,  H., 10 

Gregory,  S., '. • .  •  •  5 

Gmaon,E.  W., 10 

Hall,  Francis, 10 

Herring,  S.  C,  $10,  $10, 20 

Hall,  J.  B., 6 

Hendricks,  Mrs., 5 

Hargoos, 10 

Hurd , 3 

Haskell,  Merrick  &  Bull, 10 

Hatch,  Geo.  W. , 5 

Haydock,  B., 5 

Hoose,  Fred., 5 

Hendricks  Bros., 5 

Handford,  S.  H., 15 

Haight,  Halsey  &  Co., 10 

Hargoos  Bros., 10 

Hubbard,  J.  W., 5 

Hunt,  W.  G., 5 

Harmony  &  Nephews, 10 

Howland,  S.  S., 25 

Haggerty,  Ogden, 10 

Harbeck,  W.  H., 6 

Holmes,  A.  B., 5 

Hicks,  Miss  A.  T., 3 

Hopkins  &  Wiston, 26 

Irvin,  Bichard, •  •  10 

Irving,  J.  T., 5 

Jay,  John,  $10,  $25, 85 
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Jones,  Waltor  R., 10 

JefTriea,  Geo., S 

Johnson,  Alex.  S., 25 

Kirby,L.&P., 10 

Kirkland,  Chas.  P., 25 

Knapp,S., 10 

Klggings  k  Kell^g, 5 

Lottimer  &  Largo, 10 

Lawrence,  J., 5 

Lee, 1 

LIbb7,J.  S., 5 

Livingston,  Maturin, 10 

Long  &  Davenport, 5 

Moran  &  Iselin, 10 

Moore,  Dunlap  A., 10 

Milhau,  John, 6 

Mangtun,  W.  D., 5 

McEride, 3 

Moi^an,  Homer, 10 

Morgan,  G.  D., 5 

Montgomery,  Jas., 6 

Mann,  A., 25 

Morgan,  E.D., 10 

Matthews,  J., 25 

Mo^an,  Mrs.  E.  D., 6 

McLean,  Geo.  W., 6 

Moore,  W.  M., 6 

ITorrie,  A., 25 

Naylop  &  Co., 25 

Nevins,  D.  H., 10 

ITeTins,  B.  H., 40 

Newcomb,  C, * 5 

Notman,  P., 5 

Oalces,  Joseph, 10 

Oelrich  &  Co., 5 

Oppenheim,  J.  M.,  &  Co., 5 

0.  W.  H., 3 

Otto, 2 

Olllver, 2 
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OlcotJ,  McKissou  &  Bobbins, 6 

FaiQe,  J., B 

Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co., 20 

Pillsbury,  Amos,  (Albany-) 5 

Polanca,  R., 10 

Ferkm?,  Dennis, 6 

Phipps,  W.  &  S.  &  Co., 5 

Putnaip,  G.  P., 5 

Palmer,  John  J., 26 

Pearson,  John  J., 5 

Papolen,  R.  H., 5 

P.  W.  W.&Co., 5 

Reiss,  Bros.,&Co.,tl5&25, 40 

Rosevelt,  C.  &  V.  S., 10 

Rich,  J., 8 

BswdoD,  FreemaD, 50 

Bay,  Bobert, 35 

Redmond  &  Pearson, 9 

Rhinelander,  W.  C, i^ 

BankJn,  Doryea  k  Co., 5 

SehefBin  Bros., 16 

SheffllD,  H.  H, 5 

Scheffelin,  H.  M., 6 

Spier  &  Christ, 6 

Scott,  Thos., 5 

Soarez,  L.  8., 10 

Slocom,  Hiram,  (Troy,) 9 

Saydam,  J.  A.,. ,. 5 

Sands,  A.  B.  t  D., 10 

Sand,  C.  H., 5 

Shieiper  &  Haarhaus, 5 

Sehlessinger  &  Anderson, S 

Savory  &  Sons, 3 

Sannders, 1 

Sterling, I 

Stnrges,  J., 25 

Sherman  &  Collins, 10 

Shipman,  C.  H., 10 

Spencct,  Geo.  6., 5 
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Sohepmerhom,  John  W., 

Stuyvesant,  Gerard, 25 

Stonghton,  E.  W., 5 

Spring,  Gardiner, , 5 

SloesoD,  J., 5 

Sampson,  G.  G., 5 

Saroyer,  W.  B., 5 

SpeuldingjJ.  jr., 5 

Spencer,  Wm.  A., 10 

Stamford  Manuf.  Co., 10 

Talbot,  C.N., 26 

Tweedy,  O.B., 10 

Taylor  &  Menlll 6 

Townsend,  S.  P., 26 

Treadwell  &  Gould, 10 

Taoker,  John  W., 5 

Townsend,  Chas.  A., 6 

Townsend,  G.  A., 5 

Von  Scht  &  Co., 6 

Van  Buren,  J., 5 

Walker,  J., 10 

W.  M.  W., 6 

Wabnr,  J., 5 

Whitney,  A.  T., 6 

TOlson,  D.  M.,  &  Co., 25 

Warren,  W., 5 

Winslow,  R.  H., 5 

Wright,  Aiziah, 6 

Winslow,  R.H., 6 

Ward,  A., 25 

Wolfe  &,  Gillespie, 26 

Wilson,  Hawksworth,  Ellison  &  Mofs, 10 

Warren,  James, 5 

Wlllets,  Sam'l, 5 

Wheeler,  W.  A., B 

Wight,  Sturges  &  Shaw, 25 

Whitlock,  B.  M., 5 

Williams,  J.  E., 5 

Wkltar,  Wm., 25 

WaUamsoaj ^ 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Prison  Association 

of  New- York. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Prison  Association  of  New- 
York  respectfully  submit  to  the  Legislature,  that  the  attitude  as- 
snmed  towards  us  heretofore  by  the  Board  of  State  Prison  Inspec- 
tors, has  been  -adhered  to  by  them  during  the  past  year,  and  now 
prevents  a  compliance  with  the  duty  eiyoined  by  our  charter,  to 
repoirt  ^^  the  state  and  condition  of  all  the  prisons  in  the  State." 

In  our  last  report  we  alluded  to  our  institution  of  a  suit,  in 
tfie  natore  of  a  writ  of  mandamus,  requiring  the  Inspectors  to 
allow  our  examination,  free  and  without  supervision,  of  l^ng 
Sing  Prison  and  its  inmates.  The  position  in  which  we  were 
placed  before  the  Legislature  by  the  report  made  January  7th, 
1852,  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature,  ^^to  investigate  the  fiscal  affairs,  general  management  and 
discipline  of  the  different  State  Prisons,''  with  other  circumstan- 
ces which  need  be  no  further  alluded  to  here,  induced  the  hope 
that  a  voluntary  withdrawal  of  the  suit,  would  lead  the  Inspec- 
tors to  reconsider  their  former  decision,  and  open  once  more  the 
prison  doors  for  our  entrance  ^nd  examinations.  Accordingly  on 
the  13th  day  of  February  last,  we  directed  our  counsel  to  discon- 
tinae  the  suit  altogether.  The  instructions  to  him  were  as  lol* 
lows: 

Prison  Association  RooBis,  } 
February  13^/i,  1852,        J 

Dear  Sir :  We  are  directed  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Prison  Association,  to  request  you  to  withdraw  their  proceedinQl 
against  fhe  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prisons. 
[Assembljr,  No.  123.]  2 
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In  adopting  this  course  the  Association  do  not  mean  to  aban- 
don their  claim  which  thoy  have  asserted  in  those  proceedings. 
But  they  are^persuaded  that  the  cause  of  the  opposition  which 
they  have  hitherto  met  with  has  been  removed  by  the  result  of 
the  recent  election ;  and  they  are  confident  in  the  belief  that  the 
Inspectors  are  now,  and  hereafter  will  be,  influenced  in  their 
deportment  towards  the  Association,  by  that  single  regard  to  the 
public  Interest  which  influences  this  executive  committee. 

And  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  cultivating  harmony  and 
good  feeling  between  the  Inspectors  and  the  Association,  they  are 
willing  to  repose  upon  the  justice  of  the  Inspectors  in  due  time, 
to  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  the  demand  of  the  Association. 

We  are  respectfully,  your  obH  serves, 

J.  W.  EDMONDS, 
R.  N.  HAVENS, 

Seleci  Commiitee. 
L.  B.  Shepard,  Esq. 

Whether  this  act  will  be  met  by  correspondiug  magnanimity 
on  the  part  of  the  Inspectors  remains  as  yet  undecided. 

In  self  defence  the  committee  are  constrained  to  advert  to  the 
renewed  attacks  of  the  last  Board  of  Inspectors  upon  our  asso- 
ciation, in  their  report  for  the  year  1851 ,  (Senate  Doc.  No.  35| 
fi>r  1852,  pp.  22  to  24.) 

With  a  proper  regard  to  the  decorum  which  is  due  to  the  Le- 
gislature, it  is  difficult  to  characterize  their  remarks  in  befitting 
terms.  The  Inspectors,  seemingly  taking  it  for  granted  that  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  have  never  thought  it  an  object  to 
examine  the  former  reports  of  our  association,  have  repeated  ar- 
guments and  statements,  which  we  have  heretofore  refuted  to 
the  letter ;  particularly  in  our  reports  for  the  year  1850,  (Assem- 
bly Doc.  No.  198,)  and  1851,  (Assembly  Doc.  No.  120.) 

Yet  it  is  due  to  our  reputation,  as  well  as  to  the  position  which 
w©  occupy  before  the  public  by  virtue  of  our  charter,  that  we 
emphatically  deny  the  allegations  made  by  them.  They  say  (p. 
88  )  that  our  committee  of  inspection  to  Sicg  Sing  Prison  had 
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made  ^^  another  attempt  to  usurp  the  authority  of  the  warden  and 
interfere  with  his  management  of  the  prison."  No  committee 
of  this  association  has  during  the  past  year,  or  at  any  other  time, 
ever  made  such  attempt.  Of  the  same  unwarrantable  character 
is  the  insinuation  conveyed  in  their  remark  on  p.  24,  that  '<  the 
intelligent  and  respectable  portion  of  the  Association,"  (how  or 
where  the  Inspectors  run  their  dividing  line  through  our  body, 
they  do  not  say,)  imagine  that  we  ^^  possess  a  co-ordinate  power 
in  the  management"  of  the  prisons  with  themselves.  We  have 
never  f ither  imagined  or  asserted  a  claim  to  such  power. 

But  more  grave  charges  are  those  conveyed  on  pp,  22  and  23, 
that  by  the  labors  of  our  association.  Sing  Sing  Prison  previous 
to  January  1848,  was  run  into  debt,  nearly  to  the  amount  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars ;  that  we  had  caused  the  free  use  of  the 
Jash,  even  to  an  inhuman  extent ;  that  our  officers  and  members 
had  approvingly  witnessed  the  cruel  lacerations  of  the  prisoners ; 
that  under  our  influence  the  industrial  affairs  of  the  prison  were 
neglected,  ^ itinerant  phrenologists  introduced  to  examine  the 
heads  of  eonvicts  by  way  of  ascertaining  if  they  had  been  right- 
fully convicted,"  and  '^  French  romances  and  essays  upon  asso* 
4$iationand  fourierism,"  supplied  to  its  ^' moral  department." — 
And  to  give  point  and  piquancy  to  their  romancing,  the  Inspec- 
tors are  pleased  to  caution  the  Legislature  against  us  as  ^<  sham 
philanthropists  and  hollow-hearted  fanatics." 

The  entire  inconsistency  of  these  allegations  with  established 
fiicts,  cannot  be  better  shown  than  by  reference  to  a  summary  of 
our  Invstigations  into  the  affairs  of  Sing  Sing  Prison,  contained 
in  our  report  for  the  year  1849  (Assembly  Doc,  No.  243,  p, 
13,)  to  which  we  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

No  jac^*  reported  by  us  have  ever  been  denied  by  any  Board  of 
Inspectors;  and  those  we  have  ascertained  and  disclosed,  explain 
sufficiently  well  how  far  we  have  been  instrumental  in  involving 
Sing  Sing  or  any  other  Prison  in  debt,  and  in  causing  the  cruel 
treatment  of  prisoners.  The  committee  are  at  a  loss  how  to  dis- 
prove the  assertion  that  the  Association  has  heretofore  introduced 
tinerant  phrenologists  and  French  romances  into  the  prisons. 
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Oar  only  reply  is  a  simple  and  positive  denial  of  the  averment , 
in  all  its  parts,  essential  and  non-essential. 

This  fancy  sketch  of  the  Inspectors  would  be  more  complete, 
If  they  had  explained  how  the  Association  was  the  means  of  in- 
volving the  prison  in  debt ;  how  and  when  and  by  what  agents 
we  caused  the  infliction  of  the  cruel  punishments  they  deplore ; 
who  were  the  itinerant  phrenologists  alluded  to ;  and  what  were 
the  romances  and  essays  we  supplied  to  their  "  moral  depart- 
ment.". For  years  the  Inspectors  have  thus  attempted  to  preju- 
dice our  association  with  the  Legislature  and  the  public,  by 
vague  generalities  and  insinuations. 

We  appeal  now  to  the  common  sense  and  considerate  judg- 
ments of  our  fellow-citizens,  both  in  private  and  public  life, 
whether  such  averments,  unsustained  by  one  attested,  or  even 
specified  fact,  are  right  or  even  decorous ;  and  whether  public 
officers  whose  conduct  and  acts  affect,  not  the  pecuniary  inte- 
rests of  the  State  alone,  but  the  physical  and  moral  well  being 
of  large  numbers  entrusted  solely  to  their  discipline  and  con- 
trol, shall  thus  be  allowed  to  misrepresent  the  characters  and 
motives  of  those  to  whom  the  law  gives  the  power,  and  whose 
only  object  is  to  discover  and  state  facts,  the  knowledge  of 
Which  is  essential  to  wise  legislation.  In  contrast  with  this  we 
have  simply  given  to  the  Legislature  clear  and  distinct  state- 
ments of  occurrences,  under  the  eye,  and  allowed  by  the  Inspec- 
tors, into  the  truth  of  which  we  desire,  as  required  by  law,  to 
make  investigation.  And  that  abundant  necessity  existed  there- 
for, is  manifest  from  the  report  of  the  special  legislative  com- 
mittee, (Assembly  doc.  No.  20,  for  1 852)  especially  from  the  letter 
of  Dr.  Fosgate,  commencing  on  page  67. 

From  the  very  inception  of  our  association,  down  to  the  pre- 
sent hoiu,  in  all  our  reports  and  publications,  by  the  speeches 
and  acts  of  our  members,  especially  by  our  agency  in  framing 
the  consolidated  act  of  1847  relative  to  State  Prisons,  we  have 
endeavored  to  expose,  rebuke  and  repress  the  tyrannous  and 
emel  spirit  wherewith  some  of  our  State  Prison  officers  have 
exercised  their  authority.    This  is  the  true  and  principal  rea- 
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son  why  our  associatioD  has  been  so  systematically  misrepresent- 
ed to  the  Legislature  by  the  Inspectors ;  and  especially  by  one 
of  them,  no  longer  in  public  life. 

Had  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  1851  "to 
examine  the  several  State  Prisons,"  been  further  directed  to  exa- 
mine into  the  acts  and  doings  of  our  association,  we  are  per- 
saaded  that  they  would,  if  possible,  more  emphatically  have  re- 
commended its  objects  and  its  past  labors  ;  and,  with  such  exa- 
mination, we  shall,  at  all  times,  cheerfully  acquiesce.  The  utili- 
ty, nay,  the  necessity  of  our  inspections  were  so  apparent,  that 
the  committee  say  in  their  report  made  at  the  present  session  of 
the  Legislature,  (assembly  doc.  No.  52,  for  1852 :) 

^  Much  good  might  have  been  done,  if  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
tnre,  passed  May  9, 1846,  had  not  been  practically  nullified  by 
the  Inspectors.  That  law  provided  for  an  annual  ins])ection  of 
the  State  Prisons,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chancellor,  or  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  or  Circuit  Judge,  by  members  of  the 
<  Prison  Association '  tliereby  incorporated,  and  directed  them 
to  annually  report  to  the  Legislature  their  state  and  condition, 
and  all  such  other  things  in  regard  to  them  as  may  enable  the 
Legislature  to  perfect  their  government  and  discipline.'' 

"  The  law  was  for  a  while  faithfully  executed,  and  several  re- 
ports were  made  to  the  Legislature,  replete  with  valuable  infor* 
mation  which  had  never  before  been  obtained,  in  respect  to  the 
workings  of  our  penitentiary  system.  The  inspections  were  made 
by  persons  of  high  standing,  over  whom  neither  contractors  nor 
officers  could  exert  any  influence,  and  a  most  salutary  influence 
was  produced  by  the  constant  apprehension  of  an  inspection, 
which  no  acts  of  theirs  could  color  or  affect.  Facts  of  much  im- 
portance thus  found  their  way  to  the  ear  of  the  Legislature  which 
were  not  found  in  the  reports  of  the  Inspectors.  Lut  in  1848,  the 
Inspectors  adopted  a  regulation  which  allowed  those  inspections 
only  fcpon  conditions,  which  would  render  them  utterly  valueless, 
namely,  that  they  should  be  conducted  only  in  the  presence  of 
some  officer  of  the  prisons,  to  be  selected  by  the  Inspectors,  and 
thus  closing  the  door  to  the  reception  of  information  which  could 
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not  be  asked  or  expected  under  such  penalties  as  the  Inspectors 
might  inflict  on  those  who  gave  it. 

Perhaps  if  the  Legislature  should  peremptorily  require  those 
inspections  to  be  made,  and  provide  for  the  actual  expense  of 
making  them,  some,  if  not  all  the  evils  already  alluded  to,  would 
be  remedied.  It  is  quite  certain,  that  if  they  were  continued, 
much  valuable  information  might  be  obtained,  which  otherwise 
would  be  lost." 

Deeply  do  we  deplore  the  controversy  into  which  we  were 
forced  with  the  Inspectors.  One  of  the  prime  objects  of  our  As- 
sociation, is  "  the  improvement  of  Prison  Discipline;"  to  effect 
this,  knowledge  is  essential,  such  knowledge  as  was  acquired  by 
our  examinations  of  1817.  Their  discontinuance  we  believe  to 
have  been  of  serious  detriment  to  the  public  interests;  to  our- 
selves personally,  it  has  been  a  relief.  Tet  we  trust  that  the 
present  board  of  Inspectors,  .acting  from  unselfish  motives,  with 
enlarged  views  of  the  importance  and  duties  of  their  station,  and 
with  an  enlightened  and  patriotic  regard  to  the  credit  of  our 
State,  may  invite  their  renewal.  If  otherwise,  we  shall  still  en- 
deavor, as  best  we  may,  to  meet  the  reasonable  expectations  of 
the  Legislature,  and  the  requirements  of  the  law  to  which  we 
owe  our  corporate  existence. 

We  invite  attention  to  the  following  table,  exhibiting  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  criminal  statistics  of  all  the  State  Prisons  in 
the  United  States,  that  made  reports  for  the  year  1 850,  which 
however  were  not  issued  until  the  year  1851. 
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NOTES  EXPLANATORY  OP  THE  FOREGOING  TABLE. 

a,  Maine. — ^Among  all  other  crimes,  are  attempts  to  poison,  1; 

incest,  1^  polygamy,!;  assault  to  rob,  1.  Total  4.  Among 
the  "  average  length  of  sentences,"  are  2  to  be  hanged, 
and  1  larceny,  (12  years  of  age,)  sentenced  4  years. 

b.  Vermont. — No  other  facts  stated. 

e.  Missachuseits. — ^Among  all  other  crimes  are  common  and  noto- 
rious thief,  19;  incest,  1;  assault  with  intent  to  ravish,  1; 
polygamy,  2;  lewd  and  lascivious  cohabitation,  2;  attempt  to 
bum  dwelling  house,  1;  uttering  counterfeit  coin,  1;  having 
in  possession  counterfeit  coin,  1 ;  attempt  to  break  ahd 
enter  a  bank  with  intent  to  steal,  2;  breaking  and  entering 
a  vessel  with  intent  to  steal  therein,  2;  breaking  and  en- 
tering a  vessel  and  stealing  therein,  3;  receiving  stolen 
goods,  5;  attempting  to  pick  pockets,!;  sending  threaten- 
ing letters  to  extort  money,  3;  escaping  from  this  prison, 
1;  stealing  in  a  dwelling  house,  1.    Total  46. 

d.  Connecticut. — ^No  account  of  age,  length  of  sentences  or  nativ- 
ity. 6.  Among  all  other  crimes  are,  theft,  20;  horse  steal- 
ing, 9;  exposing  child,  1.  Total  30.  (Crimes  for  those 
received  during  the  year  only.) 

yi  Auburn. — ^Among  all  other  crimes  are,  abduction,  1;  'vn-t^ 
against  nature,  2;  incest  and  attempt,  4;  inveigling  mid 
kidnapping,  4;  breaking  jail,  1;  embezzling,  3;  recti  viug 
stolen  goods,'4;  receiving  stolen  money,  1.    Total  17. 

g.  Sing  Sing. — Embraces  male  and  female  prisons,  h.  Among 
all  other  crimes  are,  incest,  2;  mayhem,  3;  stealing  child^ 
1;  poisoning,  4;  carrying  unlawful  weajons,  3;  sodomy, 
2;  abduction,  2;  breaking  jail,  2;  receiving  stolen  goods, 
7.    Total  26. 


i.  Clinion. — Among  all  other  crimes,  are  writing  thnatening 
letters  to  obtain  money,  1;  assault  with  intent  to  maim,  1. 
Total  2. 
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j,  Jfew  Jersey, — ^Among  all  other  crimes  are,  atrocious  assault 
and  battery,  5;  assault  and  battery,  19;  assault  with  intent 
to  rob,  2;  horse  stealing,  1;  keeping  disorderly  house,  85 
malicious  mischief,  1;  misdemeanor,  13;  riot,  1;  sodomy, 
1.     Total  51. 

k.  Eastern  Penitentiary,^  Pa, — The  age,  crime,  period  of  impris- 
onment, and  birth,  are  for  those  only  received  during  the 
year.  /.  Among  all  other  crimes  are,  receiving  stolen 
goods,  1;  horse  stealing,  6;  conspiracy,  1;  feloniously  ob- 
taining letters  from  mail,  1;  keeping  disorderly,  bawdy 
house,  2;  buggery,  1;  riot,  19;  attempt  to  i>oi8on,  1.  To- 
tal 32. 

m.  Western  PenitenOary^  Pa. — Among  all  other  crimes  are,  horse 
stealing,  7;  conspiracy,  1;  breaking  in  house,  1;  mayhem, 
1;  embezzling  letters,  2.    Total  12. 

A.  Maryland, — No  other  facts  stated. 

0.  Virginia. — Age  for  3  not  known,  p.  Among  all  other  crimes 
are  voluntary  and  malicious  shooting,  4;  voluntary  and 
malicious  stabbing,  1;  unlawful  and  malicious  shooting,  3; 
unlawful  and  malicious  stabbing,  4;  maiming  with  an  axe, 
1;  wounding  with  slick,  1;  ass<iulting  and  beating  white 
man,  1;  poisoning,  1;  house-burning,  1;  barn-burning,  1; 
burning  stacks,  1;  slave  stealing  3;  carrying  off  slaves,  8; 
aiding  slaves  to  abscond,  8;  horse  stealing,  22;  giving  reg- 
ister to  slave,  1;  malicious  cutting,  2;  store  breaking,  2. 
Total  60. 

q.  Georgia. — In  consequence  of  the  reports  of  this  piison  being 
published  biennially^  we  are  unable  to  state  any  other 
factsr  than  the  number  in  prison  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

r.  .Arkansas. — Age  of  4  not  stated,  s.  Among  all  other  crimes 
are,  making  and  using  counterfeiting  instruments,  1;  horse 
stealing,  7;  stealing  from  U.  S.  mail,  1.  Total  9.  Nativ- 
ity of  4  not  stated.  112  is  the  whole  number  received 
since  the  first  opening  of  the  prison  (May,  1841,)  and  33 
remained  in  prison  Id  November,  1848. 
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t.  Ohio. — Crimes  for  193,  being  those  received  during  the  year. 
No  statement  of  period  of  imprisonment,  u.  Among  all 
other  crimes  are  assault  with  intent  to  rob,  1;  horse  steal- 
ing 35;  incest,  1;  malicious  stabbing,  2;  receiving  stolen 
goods,  1;  stealing  bank  bills,  2;  stealing  letters  from  mail, 
1.    Total  43. 

V.  Michigan. — ^Age  not  stated.  Crimes  and  period  of  sentence 
for  those  received  during  the  year.  w.  Among  all  other 
crimes  are,  horse  stealing,  1 ;  putting  bill  in  circulation 
when  no  bank  exists,  1;  assault,  with  intent  to  commit 
incest,  1;  seduction  and  incest,  1.    Total  4. 

WW.  Indiana. — Among  all  other  crimes  are  receiving  stolen  goods, 
1;  horsestealing,  1;  incest,  1;  retaining  counterfeit  ap- 
paratus, 1 .    Total  4. 

X.  Illinois. — Among  all  other  crimes  are,  receiving  stolen  goods, 
2;  violating  mail,  3;  cutting  telegraph  pole,  1;  kidnapping 
1 .    Total  7. 

y.  District  of  Columbia. — ^Among  all  other  crimes  are,  receiving 
stolen  goods,  1;  stealing  money  and  letters  from  U.  S.  mail, 
3;  receiving  stolen  money,  1.    Total  5. 

z.  Iowa. — Among  all  other  crimes  are,  assault,  with  deadly  weap- 
ons, 2;  gambling,  2;    sulTering  gambling,  5;  obstructing 

t~  ^-  road,  5;  shooting  domestic  animals,  1;  assault  and  battery, 
3;  threats,  2;  breach  of  peace,  1 ;  sureties  to  keep  peace, 
6;  bastardy,!;  contempt  2;  overturning  waggon,  1 ;  sell- 
ing liquor  without  license,  5.    Total  36. 

But  the  energies  of  the  Association  are  not  devoted  specially  op 
mainly  to  prison  discipline.  We  have  other  aims  and  objects 
equally  interesting  and  perhaps  equally  important.  The  first  of 
these  is  the  care  of  the  persons  detained  either  as  witnesses  or  for 
trial.  As  soon  as  suspicion  has  been  directed  towards  an  indivi- 
dual, and  an  arrest  made,  the  duties  of  our  Detention  Committee 
commence,  it  being  as  much  a  part  of  our  labor  to  protect  the  in- 
nocent, as  to  watch  over  the  rights  and  see  that  justice  is  ciispen- 
•ed  to  the  criminal. 
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The  past  year  oiir  services  in  this  direction  have  been  limited, 
as  only  the  latter  part  of  the  time  have  we  had  an  agent  charged 
with  this  important  duty.  From  our  diary  we  extract  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  City  Prison,  (the  juiucipal  House  of  Detention 
in  this  city)  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  of  December,  18C»1. 


FIRST  DISTRICT  PRISON. 


Number  in  prison  January  1 , 
Received  during  the  year,. . 


125 

9,868 


9,993 


51 
5,607 


5,658 


Discharged, 

Eloped, 

Deceased, 

Sent  to  Blackwell's  Island. . 

"       State  Prison, 

Executed, 

Remaining  in  Prison  Dec.  34 


9,993 


In  addition  to  the  number 
received  at  the  First  Dis- 
trict Prison,  viz.: 

There  were  discharged  from 

2d  District  Prison, 

"    3d  District  Prison, . . 

Making  the  total  number  of 
commitments  during  the 
year, 


8,129 

2 

22 

1,548 

158 

2 

132 


3,958 


6 

1,631 

14 


49 


5,658 


9,868   5,607 


1,895 
1,977 


577 
628 


13,740 


6,812 


15 
609 


624 


s  • 


476 


1 

117 

18 

1 

11 


624 


44 
70 


723 


7 
436 

443 


309 


124 
2 


8 


443 


609       436 


30 
51 


3 

o 


198 
16,520 


16,718 


12,872 

2 

29 

3,420 

192 

3 

200 


16,718 


16,520 

2,546 
2,726 


517 


21,792 
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Number  received  who  were  natives, 

"  "  "  foreigners,... 

Who  were  married, 

"        single, 

"        widowed, 

•Whose  social  relations  Avere  unknown, . . 

Who  were  of  temperate  habits, 

"  intemperate  "     

Who  could  not  read, 

"  read  only, 

**  read  and  write, 

were  well  educated, 

classically  educated, 

Whose  education  was  unknown, 


Males. 

Femalei. 

Total. 

3,393 
11,070 

1,508 
5,821 

4,901 
16,891 

14,463 

7,329 

21,792 

6,079 

8,043 

312 

129 

3,161 

3,535 

516 

117 

9,240 

11,578 

728 

246 

14,468 

7,329 

21,792 

1,766 
12,697 

573 
6,756 

2,339 
19,453 

14,463 

7,329 

21,792 

4,346 
1,621 
6,150 
2,192 
47 
107 

2,491 
2,865 
1,624 

231 
0 

118 

6,837 
4,486 
7,774 
2,42S 
47 
225 

14,463 

7,329 

21,792 

Of  these  16,520  were  of  the  following  ages,  viz:  Under  10 
112  males,  63  females;  between  10  and  15,468  males  and  79 
females;  between  15  and  18,  669  males  and  146  females;  be- 
tween 18  and  21 ;  2,074  males  and  579  females ;  between  21  and 
30,  S,793  males  and  2,465  females ;  between  30  and  40,  2,480 
males  and  1,733  females;  Between  40  and  50, 1,292  males  and 
701  females;  between  50  and  60,  450  males  and  193  females; 
over  60, 1 12  males  and  74  females.  Total  1 0,477  males  and  6,043 
femaleS;  making  a  grand  total  of  16,520. 

Some  singular  facts  are  here  developed ;  the  first  that  we  shall 
notice  is,  that  previous  to  the  age  of  21  the  number  of  male  pris* 
oners  is  2,855,  and  the  number  of  female  only  867 ;  but  between 
the  ages  of  21  and  30  the  number  of  males  is  2,793,  and  of 
females  2465;  or  in  the  period  under  21  the  female  prisoners 
bear  a  proportion  of  1  to  3  of  the  males,  while  between  21  and 

*  TImn  <Mgnifcted  m  '^nluiown,"  were  ixuane^  could  not  gpeak  EDglish^  or  refused  to 
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80  they  are  nearly  equal ;  that  four-fifths  of  those  that  commit 
crime  are  foreigners ;  that  nine-tenths  are  intemperate,  and  tliat 
about  one  third  could  not  read. 

The  last  report  of  the  Warden  of  that  institution  thus  speaks 
of  the  prevalence  of  youthful  crime : 

"  The  astounding  facts  that  more  than  one  fourth  of  the  entire 
number  committed  to  the  prison,  and  that  nearly  one  half  of 
those  charged  with  petty  offences  against  person  and  property, 
had  not  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  call  for  the  adop- 
tion of  some  measure  that  may  stay  the  progress  of  these  cadets 
of  crime  before  they  shall  have  irrevocably  enlisted  in  the  ranks 
of  that  army,  whose  line  of  march  is  to  the  door  of  the  State 
Prison  or  to  the  foot  of  the  gallows." 

•  And  the  report  further  states :  ^^  This  table  also  shows  the 
great  increase  of  another  class  for  whom  suitable  provision  should 
be  made:  the  number  detained  as  witnesses  being  more  than 
three  times  as  large  as  that  reported  for  the  preceding  year. 
Apart  from  the  impolicy  of  confining  them  in  the  same  building 
with  those  against  whom  they  are  to  testify,  and  where  the  means 
of  communication  are  so  abundant  as  to  defy  the  vigilance 
of  your  ofiicers,  and  beyond  even  the  injustice  of  alloting 
to  persons,  accused  of  no  crime,  the  food,  the  bed  and  the  cell  ot 
a  criminal,  should  it  not  be  taken  into  consideration  that  some 
(especially  among  the  younger  portion  of  this  number,)  may  here 
form  associations  with  those  whose  evil  counsel  and  example  may 
hereafter  cause  them  to  serve  the  State  in  a  less  honorable  capac- 
ity than  as  witnesses  in  her  behalf  against  the  violators  of  the  lawl'' 

We  would  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
to  these  facts,  as  well  as  the  general  condition  of  our  county 
prisons ;  which,  it  is  believed,  is  such  that  instead  of  being  pre- 
ventives of  vice  and  safe  guards  to  our  citizens  they  are,  almost 
without  exception,  the  nursing  mothers  of  crime.  Previous  to 
the  year  1847  an  annual  or  semi-annual  inspection  of  these  pris- 
ons was  provided  for ;  but  the  amended  law  of  the  extra  session 
of  that  year  repealed  all  former  laws  and  gave  this  inspection 
into  the  hands  of  the  State  Prison  In^^pectors.  Tliey  attended  to 
it  one  year ;  but  since  1849  have  been  relieved  from  the  duty  and 
no  inspection  has  been  made.    Is  it  expedient  or  proper  for  the 
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Legislature  to  entrust  the  liberty,  health,  happiness  and  lives  of 
so  many  human  beings  to  the  tender  mercies  of  unwatched  jailotsl 
This  Association  would  willingly  perform  the  service  of  inspect- 
ing and  reporting  yearly,  if  the  Legislature  would  make  an  ap- 
propriation adequate  for  its  accomplishment ,  and  as  the  Inspectors 
are  now  released  from  the  duty,  they  could  not  consider  its  per- 
formance by  us  as  an  interference  with  their  claims.  An  appro- 
priation of  500  dollars  per  annum,  would  probably  cover  the 
expenses  attending  a  rigid  inspection. 

The  committee  on  discharged  convicts  has  faithfully  continued 
Its  labors  during  the  past  year.  The  opposition,  however,  which 
has  been  manifested  by  the  State  Prison  Inspectors,  to  the  Abso- 
eiation  for  the  last  four  years,  has  gradually  diminished  the  num- 
ber of  applications  for  relief,  in  this  department,  eo  that  during 
the  last  year,  there  were  only  107  relieved  by  the  male,  and  166 
hj  the  female  departments. 

For  the  purpose  of  extending  the  benefits  of  our  Institution  to 
this  class,  we  have  addressed  a  circular  to  the  keepers  of  our 
State  Prisons,  asking  them  to  make  quarterly  returns  of  all  those 
Chat  leave  the  prison  during  the  quarter  ensuing ;  so  that  the 
Association  may  procure  places  for  them  in  advance  of  their  dls- 
obarge,  and  thus  avoid  the  delay  and  consequent  danger  resulting 
from  having  them  thrown  into  a  great  city  without  means  or 
ftiends,  and  subjected  to  its  thousand  temptations.  That  we  may 
be  folly  prepared  to  make  such  representations  as  will  sectire 
places  fin  them,  we  have  prepared  the  following  form  of  return, 
whioh  we  have  sent  to  the  several  prisons : 

Quarterly  Report  of  Prison/or  Quarttr 
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Although  more  than  a  month  has  elapsed  since  these  forms 
were  furnished  to  the  Wardens,  no  returns  have  yet  been  made 
to  us.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  spring  of  the 
year  is  the  period  when  the  largest  number  of  convicts  are  set  at 
liberty.  The  Warden  of  Sing  Sing  Prison  has  promised  regular 
returns;  and  although  the  other  Wardens  have  not  as  yet 
noticed  our  request,  we  cannot  believe  that  so  reasonable  a  wish, 
one  productive  of  such  unqualified  good,  and  attended  with  so 
little  trouble,  can  be  denied  by  any  keeper  having  the  ordinary 
feelings  of  humanity.  We  shall  thus  anticipate  for  the  coming 
year,  a  large  ae<:ession  to  the  number  of  these  unfortunates  ap- 
plying for  aid. 

Up  to  the  1st  of  January  last,  the  whole  number  of  discharged 
prisoners  disposed  of  by  the  Association  since  its  commencement 
in  1845,  is  1,854,  viz:  by  the  male  department  977,  and  by  the 
female  department  877.  The  following  is  the  condition  of  the 
males  as  far  as  ascertained. 

Doing  well, 225 

Hopeful, 470 

Doubtful, 126 

Returned  to  prison, 19 

Unlcnown, •  137 


Total, 977 

And  the  female  department  has  disposed  of  their  inmates  in 
the  following  manner : 

Found  situations  for, 312 

Returned  to  their  friends) 51 

Returned  to  evil  courses, 114 

Left  without  permission, 9 

Left  to  find  places, 35 

Sent  to  Hospital, 46 

Sent  to  Magdalen  Asylum, 6 

House  of  Refuge, 1 

Tombs, 4 
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Colored  Home, 1 

Rosine  Philadelphia, 2 

Alms  House, 9 

Female  Guardian  Society, 1 

Lunatic  Asylum, 3 

Randall's  Island, 1 

Ward's  Island, 1 

House  keeping, 2 

Discharged  for  improper  conduct, 24 

Not  being  proper  subjects  for  The  Home, 15 

In  The  Home 29 

•Unknown, 211 

The  Committee  deem  it  a  duty  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  to  a  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1847, 
by  the  prison  authorities  which,  though  seemingly  trivial,  is  we 
fear  not  unfre(iuently  attended  with  evil  consequences.    When  a 
convict  is  discharged  fiom  prison,  the  demands  of  tlie  law  are 
satisfied ;  and  to  send  him  forth  into  the  world,  under  circum- 
stances  almost  compelling  his  return  to  dishonest  practices,  may 
be,  the  perpetration  of  as  great  a  wrong  on  him,  as   were  the 
frauds  or  violence  for  which  he  has  had  to  pay  the  penalty  to  the 
State.    Sucl),  doubtless,  was  the  humane  and  equitable  motive, 
which  prompted  the  direction  to  the  Inspectors  (Sec.  48,)  to  ftur- 
nisli  convicts  on  their  discharge  necessary  clothing  not  exceeding 
ten  dollars  in  value,  and  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  upon  an 
average  three  dollars  to  each  convict,  and  aho  the  sum  of  three 
cents  for  each  mile  to  his  place  of  residence,  if  within  the  State, 
OP  of  conviction."    It  is  dilTicult  to  say  why  so  plain  a  direction 
is  unheeded ;  yet  the  fact  is  that  many  of  those  that  have  called 
at  our  office  on  their  discharge,  are  clotlied  in  the  cast  off  gar- 
ments of  other  convicts,  unsuited  to  their  size  and  figure;  and  in 
some  instances  torn  and  ragged.    Surely  it  canuot  be  considered 
*  mock  philanthropy,"  to  protest  against  this  turning  a  man  adrift 
with  the  mark  of  a  jail  bird  on  his  very  clothing.     Who  will 
yield  him  confidence  In  this  condition,  or  receive  him  into  the 
associations  of  the  field,  the  factory  or  the  shop? 

•  Ko  Twofd  of  the  difpoiitioc  of  the  ismatee  for  iht  fSnt  two  yean. 
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Moreover,  the  sum  of  money  ($3)  allowed  to  a  convict  on  his 
discharge,  is  barely  sufficieut  to  maintain  him  for  a  week,  and 
within  that  time  he  must  procure  honest  employment,  or  go  to 
the  Alms  house,  or  to  prison  again,  for  bread.  Thus  society 
legislates  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  very  evils  which  it  pun- 
ishes. Is  it  not  an  inquiry  worthy  of  attention,  whether  the  con- 
vict should  be  allowed  some  portion  of  his  earnings  while  in 
prison  ?  And  would  not  this  be  a  stimulus,  to  the  formation  of 
habits  of  obedience  to  law,  of  industry  and  economy  ? 

But  the  custom  pursued  at  our  prisons,  is  in  another  particu- 
lar more  flagrantly  wrong.  Section  48  of  the  Act  of  1847,  also 
provides  that  the  Inspectors  shall  "  take  charge  of  money  and 
other  articles  brought  by  the  convicts  to  the  prison,  and  return 
the  same  to  them  on  their  discharge.'*  These  '^ other  articles'* 
too  frequently  disappear  during  a  convict's  confinement.  Not 
only  is  his  clothing  treated  as  a  forfeiture  to  the  State  as  well  as 
his  liberty,  but  even  mementos  of  affection,  for  convicts  are 
susceptible  of  attachments  and  have  sensibilities  like  other  men, 
are  sometimes  cast  aside  or  destroyed  with  a  want  of  feeling  not 
particularly  commendable  in  the  administrators  of  justice.  Apart 
from  the  cruelty  of  such  deed,  here  is  an  absolute  destruction  of 
property,  which  no  act  of  the  owner  or  operation  of  the  law  had 
alienated  from  huu.  And  in  all  cases,  where  the  letter  of  the 
statute  is  not  complied  with,  to  return  to  the  convict  on  his 
discharge,  "the  money  and  other  articles"  brought  by  him 
into  prison,  there  is  as  clear  an  act  of  felony  as  in  picking  a  man's 
pocket.    What  an  example  this,  to  the  convict ! 

The  law  should  specify  the  articles  of  clothing  to  be  furnished 
to  the  convict  on  his  discharge,  which  it  evidently  contemplates 
shall  be  in  addition  to  their  own,  the  return  of  which  is  provided 
for  by  the  statute ;  and  either  by  an  officer  appointed  for  this 
purpjjse,  as  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  or  by  arrangement  with 
this  Association,  provision  should  be  made  to  aid  all  who  need 
assistance,  in  entering  on  a  life  of  useful  and  honest  industry. 
The  condition  of  a  discharged  convict  is  sad  enough,  at  the  best ; 
he  feels  that  he  is  a  marked  man,  go  where  ho  may.  But  when 
the  State  itself,  by  its  officials,  despoils  him  of  small  matters,  of 
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value  to  no  one  perhaps,  but  himself,  when  its  mandate  to  him 
^8,  "  Go  now  and  work  ;  for  there  shall  be  no  straw  given  you, 
yet  shall  ye  deliver  the  tale  of  bricks  ; "  when  all  men  frown 
upon  him  aDd  there  is  none  to  pity,  what  wonder  is  it  that  he 
considers  society  his  enemy,  and  seeks  vengeance  at  the  most 
reckless  cost  1 

By  section  108,  of  the  law  of  18475  it  is  provided  that  "No 
keeper  in  any  State  Prison,  shall  inilict  any  blows  whatever 
upon  any  convict,  unless  in  self-defence  or  to  suppress  a  revolt 
or  insurrection.  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  warden  of  such  prison, 
it  shall  be  deemed  necessary  in  any  case  to  inflict  unusual  pun- 
ishment in  order  to  produce  the  entire  submission  or  obedience 
of  any  convict,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  warden  to  confine 
such  convict  immediately  in  a  cell,  upon  a  short  allowance,  and 
to  retain  him  therein  until  he  shall  be  reduced  to  submission  and 
obedience.  The  short  allowance  to  such  convict  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  physician,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  such 
convict  and  examine  daily  into  the  state  of  his  health,  until  the 
convict  be  released  from  solitary  confinement  and  returned  to 
his  labor.'' 

From  the  reports  which  this  committee  have  heretofore  had 
the  honor  to  submit ;  from  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Fosgate,  and 
from  other  testimony  presented  to  the  Legislature  In  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  several  State  Prisons 
(Assembly  doc.  No.  20,  January  1852,)  as  well  as  from  a  recent 
trial  before  the  court  of  Special  Sessions  at  Sing  Sing,  Justice 
Urmy  presiding*  (the  case  of  the  people  against  Henry  Hagan 
for  assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,)  it  appears  that  other 
punishments  than  solitary  confinement  upon  short  allowance 
have  been  inflicted,  and  are  in  almost  daily  use  in  all  our  State 
Prisons,  and  that  those  punishments  are  of  so  unusual  and  ag- 
gravated a  character  as  to  endanger  not  only  the  health  but  the 
lives  of  the  convicts. 

It  seems  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  whether 
the  present  law  should  not  be  so  altered  as  to  allow  of  the  use 

*  d«t  Ap(»cndU  to  ihij  report. 
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of  the  water  bath,  yoke,  &c.,  as  punishments;  or  adopt  some 
other  method  of  relieving  the  prison  authorities  from  responsi- 
bility to  the  criminal  law,  for  their  application,  of  these  extra 
l^al  or  illegal  correctives  to  their  refractory  subjects !  or  If  it 
be  thought  unadvisable  to  change  the  statute,  as  we  sincerely 
trust  it  may  never  be,  should  not  some  method  be  adopted  to  se- 
cure a  compliance  with  its  provisions  on  the  part  of  the  officers, 
and  thus  save  them  from  the  hazard  of  being  themselves  sub- 
jected to  the  felon's  doom  ? 

The  ladies  to  whom  is  confided  by  our  Association,  the  care  of 
discharged  female  convicts,  in  accordance  with  our  charter,  have 
during  the  past  year,  continued  their  self  denying  and  some- 
times discouraging  labors,  with  undiminished  zeal  and  constancy. 

In  this  department  of  our  labors  we  meet  with  cheering  in- 
stances of  reform,  to  animate  us  while  combating  with  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  and  with  indiff'erence  or  igno- 
ranre  on  the  part  of  many  of  those  who  call  themselves  by  the 
name  of  Him,  whose  errand  to  earth  was  to  "  bind  up  the  broken 
hearted  and  (o  preacli  iieliverance  to  the  captive." 

In  conclusion  we  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  the  following  extract  from  our  report  for  1851  : 

"  It  has  long  been  our  desire  to  present  the  condition  of  our 
prisons  to  the  Legislature,  comparing  their  management  and  in- 
fluence both  on  the  habits  and  character  of  the  p^^soners,  and 
the  well  being  of  society,  with  that  of  prisons  conducted  on  dif- 
ferent systems  in  other  states  or  countries.  To  this  end  we  have 
collected  valuable  materials  in  the  shape  of  reports  of  inspectors 
and  wardens,  discussions,  reviews  and  pamphlets  by  able  and 
enlightened  statists,  penologists  and  philanthropists,  and  by  cor- 
respondence with  gentlemen  of  intelligence  both  in  our  own  coun- 
try and  in  Europe.  We  now  need  but  little  else  to  enable  us  to 
bring  this  subject  in  a  proper  manner  before  the  Legislature,  than 
the  examination  of  our  own  prisons.  Laborious  as  the  under- 
taking must  necessarily  be,  yet  well  knowing  the  amount  of  posi- 
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tive  good  which  may  be  effected,  we  sliall  gladly  deFote  ourselves 
to  the  task  as  goon  as  we  can  resume  our  duties  under  our  charter, 
or  we  shall  be  called  upon  by  the  Legislature." 

All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

R.  N.  HAVENS.  • 
Chairman. 


Carrespofi^ding  Secretary, 


Hfm-YoMK^  April  3,  1853. 


APPENDIX. 


COURT  OF  SPECIAL  SESSIONS. 

Sing  Sing,  JIfarc A,  20,  8  52. 
JUSTICE  URMY,  Presiding, 

7  he  people  agt  Henry  Hagan, — Examination  of  the  defendant  on 
a  charge  of  assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill.  A.  Hyatt 
Esq.,  counsel  for  the  people;  A.  H.  Wells,  Esq.,  counsel  for  de- 
fendant 

The  prosection  was  opened  by  calling  as  a  witness  James  H. 
Ashton,  who  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said : — ^That  on 
the  17th  of  March  inst.,  between  1  and  2  o'clock,  I  went  to  the 
prisoner  and  told  him  to  count  out  his  work  when  he  got  through 
with  it.  The  work  was  punching  holes  in  hame  irons.  He  laid  he 
did  not  know  any  thing  about  counting  it  out.  I  told  him  again 
he  must  count  it  out,  he  said  he  would  not,  and  that  if  it  was  neces- 
sary, I  might  count  it  myself.  I  said,  Hagan  you  know  the  conse- 
quence of  talking  in  that  way  and  refusing  to  do  as  you  are  told. 
He  said  he  did  not  care  a  d — n  for  the  officers  and  the  rules  of  the 
institution,  and  at  the  same  time  jumping  on  to  his  feet.  I  told 
him  to  sit  down,  he  refused ;  I  told  him  a  second  time  to  sit  down. 
He  told  me  to  stand  back,  and  at  the  same  time  gritting  his  teeth 
and  clenching  his  fist.  Expecting  to  be  attacked  by  his  fist  or  a 
knife,  I  turned  round  and  got  my  cane,  and  as  I  turned  to  Hagan 
he  was  coming  towards  me  with  a  large  wrench ;  it  was  an  iron 
wrench,  18  Inches  long,  used  for  punching  holes  in  hame  irons« 
I  raised  my  cane  to  prevent  him  coming  towards  me,  and  struck 
at  him.  He  struck  off  my  blow  and  hit  me  on  the  wrist ; 
I  then  clinched  the  wrench  in  my  left  hand  and  pushed  him  down 
over  a  hame  iron  rack.  He  jerked  the  wrench  out  of  my  hand  and 
struck  me  on  my  head.  He  then  got  up  and  threw  me  down  on 
some  boxes,  and  struck  me  again  when  I  was  down  with  the  same 
wrench  on  my  temple.  I  got  up  and  wiped  the  blood  from  my 
eyes  and  found  him  with  a  large  blacksmith's  poker.  He  was  pre* 
Tented  JEh)m  coming  at  me  again  by  other  canvictt.    I  then  seat  fiur 
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relief.  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Christie,  and  Mr.  Foster,  came  and 
look  him  out.  I  am  a  keeper  in  the  Sing  Sing  prison.  Hagan 
was  coming  towards  me  when  I  first  struck  at  him,  and  had  told 
me  to  stand  back.  I  had  punished  Hagan  at  different  times  pre- 
viously for  bad  conduct. 

Cross-examined. —  I  have  been  a  keeper  in  that  ^hop  since  Au- 
gust last,  during  all  of  which  timo  llagan  has  been  tht-reasa  con- 
vict.   I  have  punislied  liini  three  or  four  times  during  that  period. 

T  showered  him  once  lor  tearing  his  bed  ;  I  shaved  his  head  once 
for  having  a  razor  and  a  looking  glass  in  his  room,  and  I  put  him 
in  a  dark  cell  for  breaking  tlie  lever  of  his  punch  Two  of  these 
punishments  were  by  order  of  the  warden,  the  olher  was  direct- 
ed by  Mr.  Lent.  Mr.  Christie  reported  liim  for  tearing  his  bed, 
and  I  saw  him  break  his  wrench  carelessly.  He  did  not  resist 
either  punishment,  except  the  shower  bath  for  tearing  his  bed. 
He  said  at  first  he  would  not  go  into  the  path,  but  finally  did  go 
in  without  force  or  violence.  It  is  not  unusual  for  convicts  to 
threaten,  talk,  g^t  angry,  and  say  they  will  not  obey.  Hagan 
never  made  any  attempt  at  resistance  except  en  this  occasion!  Hagan 
made  no  attempt  to  strike  me  until  I  struck  at  him^  and  in 
\Darding  off  my  blow  he  hit  me  upon  my  wrist.  After  that  I  clinch- 
ed the  wrench  and  pushed  him  back,  and  he  fell  upon  the  rack. 
I  know  that  keepers  have  710  right  to  strike  convicts  except  tn  self-de- 
Jtnct.  I  never  struck  a  convict  before.  Convicts  have  refused 
to  oi)ey  me  but  never  clencbed  their  fists  to  me. 

I  bad  a  difficulty  with  convict  McMannis  a  short  time  prsvious 
to  this,  who  refused  to  work.  He  was  sent  to  punishment,  and  in 
leaving  the  shop  he  shook  his  finger  at  me  in  a  threatening  man- 
ner. After  this  quarrel,  Hagan  was  taken  to  a  dark  cell  until 
agent  Lockwood  came;  then  he  was  taken  out,  his  head  was  shaved 
and  he  was  showered.  Mr.  Andrews  showered  him.  I  was  pres- 
ent when  he  was  showered.  /  icill  rot  swear  that  Mr.  Andrews 
gave  him  no  more  than  three  barrels  of  water. 

Q.  Where  was  the  water  taken  from  that  he  was  showered  with  ? 

Objected  to  and  the  question  overruled. 

No  officer  but  Mr.  Andrews  showered  him  to  my  knowledge.  I 
saw  Galen  0.  Weed,  a  keeper  from  Smith's  weave  shop,  handing 
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Up  water  bj  the  bucket  full,  which  was  turned  into  the  strainer 
in  addition  to  tlie  stream  which  was  running  from  the  tank.  Ha- 
gan  was  also  yoked  for  this  offence  by  Gen.  Lock  wood's  order.  I 
saw  him  yoked.  Isaae  Van  Wart^  a  guard^  a  d  one  of  the  convicts 
helped  screw  him  up  in  the  yoke. 

Gen.  Lock  wood,  Mr.  Andrews  and  myself  were  present.  Im- 
mediately after  being  showered  the  yoke  was  put  on  him.  I  do 
not  know  how  long  the  yoke  was  on  him.  He  was  yoked  in  the 
•  shower-bath  and  taken  to  the  shop  with  the  yoke  on.  He  was  yok- 
ed about  3  o'clock,  and  he  had  the  yoke  on  when  I  left  for  home, 
never  saw  Hagan  after  that  until  to  day.  I  had  not  previonsly 
told  Hagan  that  I  would  put  him  through  before  Saturday.  I 
told  him  he  was  very  foolish  as  there  was  time  for  Mm  to  be  pun- 
ished before  Saturday.  I  do  believe  Chat  Hagan  would  have 
•truck  me  if  I  had  not  attempted  to  strike  him.  When  I  first  went 
np  to  him  he  had  not  the  wrench  in  his  hand.  He  did  not  offer  to 
take  up  the  wrench  when  I  first  talked  with  him,  I  then  turned 
round  and  got  my  cane,  he  then  picked  up  the  wrench  and  came 
towards  me.  Hagan  worked  about  two  yards  from  my  desk 
where  I  left  my  cace.  The  caner  I  raised  to  strike  him  with  is  the 
same  I  now  have  in  court,  his  a  hickory  cane^  ifeet  long^  1^ 
inches  thick  at  the  butt^  with  a  bnisi  and  iron  ferrule  j  3  inchet  long^  i 
at  the  small  end. 

Direct  J  resttmed. — It  was  between  I  and  2  P.  M.  that  I  told 
Hagan  to  count  his  work.  I  do  not  know  his  reason  for  not  comnt- 
ing  the  work.  He  said  he  did  not  know  anything  about  counting 
It.  I  told  him  a  second  time  when  he  said  I  could  count  it  my- 
self. I  told  him  he  knew  the  consequence  of  talking  in  that  way. 
He  then  said  he  did  not  care  a  d — n  for  all  the  officers  and  pun* 
iahments  there  was  in  the  prison.  He  then  got  up  on  his  feet, 
I  told  him  to  sit  down .  He  refused.  I  told  him  he  was  foolish. 
He  told  me  to  stand  back;  clenchintc  his  fist  and  gritting  his  teeth. 
I  was  18  inches  from  him  then.  I  tin  :ied  and  got  my  caue.  I  sup- 
posed he  was  going  to  strike  me.  My  object  was  to  defend  my- 
self. Then  he  picked  up  the  wrench  which  lay  alongside  of 
him.  He  was  three  feet  from  ms  tM€fi  /  struck  him.  He  struck 
about  the  same  time  I  did. 
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Cross-ezaminaticn  resumed, — Hagan^s  work  had  been  changed 
fromtask  work  to  day's  work,  which  continued  from  bell  to  bell. 
I  told  the  prisoner  he  must  work  from  bell  to  bell.  It  was  not  the 
rule  of  the  shop  to  require  the  men  to  count  their  work  who  worked 
from  bell  to  belL  The  clench  took  place  near  my  desk.  I  made 
this  complaint  against  Hagan  at  the  suggestion  of  Gen.  Lockwood 
and  Mr.  .Andrews.  Lockwood  and  Andrews  are  the  same  persons  who 
punished  Hagan  in  the  shower  bath.  I  do  not  know  their  reasons 
for  desiring  this  complaint  to  be  made. 

Direct y  resumed. — ^Hagan  was  discharged  from  prison  this  morn- 
ing by  expiration  of  his  sentence,  as  I  learned  from  the  prison 
books.  I  never  saw  any  one  kick  Hagan. 

James  McMahen,a  convict,  called  by  the  prison  officers  and 
sworn.  The  counsel  for  the  prisoner  objected  to  this  witness  on 
the  ground  of  incompetency.  The  counsel  for  the  State  mantaiu- 
ed  that  although  a  convict  he  was  a  competent  witness  against  a 
convict.  The  Justice  finally  admitted  the  testimony  with  the  un- 
derstanding that,  if  desired,  convicts  might  also  be  called  for  the 
prisoner. 

Q.  Are  you  a  convict  in  the  Sing  Sing  Prison? 

A.  I  am,  and  have  about  a  month  longer  to  stay. 

Q.  Did  jou  witness  the  afiray  between  Ashton  and  Hag^n? 
A.  I  Did. 

Q.  State  the  circumstances  exactly  as  they  took  place. 

A.  Hagan  was  sitting  at  his  press  at  work,  wlien  Mr.  Ashton 
came  up  and  spoke  to  him.  The  words  I  could  not  hear  for  the 
noise  of  the  machinery,  dnims,  wheels,  &c.  I  worked  S^  yards 
from  Hagan.  The  words  came  pretty  harsh  from  Ashton,  who 
shook  his  head  in  a  menacing  manner.  When  Ashton  made  a 
motion  with  his  head  and  spoke  pretty  harsh,  Hagan  got  off  his 
seat  and  stood  up.  The  words  theji  came  pretty  fast  from  both, 
but  I  could  not  understand  them.  Mr.  Ashton,  with  that,  return- 
ed C6  his  desk,  took  his  club  and  came  back.  When  Hagan  saw 
him  take  his  club  he  turned  round  to  his  bench  and  look  hold  of 
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a  wrench.  When  Ashton  returned  he  up  with  the  club  and  made 
a  full  blow  at  Hagan,  just  with  all  his  might.  Hagan  raised  his 
arm  to  protect  his  head  and  received  the  blow  upon  his  arm- 
Hagan  then  lifted  the  wrench  and  made  for  Ashton,  but  Ashton 
crowded  him,  got  liold  of  him  and  got  him  down  against  a  wooden 
stand,  Hagan  upon  his  back  and  Ashton  top  of  him,  endeavoring 
to  get  the  wrench  away  from  him,  but  could  not  do  it.  Hagan 
while  he  lay  upon  his  back  and  Ashton  on  top  of  him,  tapped 
Ashton  twice  on  the  head  with  the  wrench.  Hagan  then  got  up 
in  spite  of  all  Ashton  could  do  by  taking  Ai^hton  by  the  thigh  and 
raising  him.  He  got  Ashton  against  a  bench  and  then  changed 
his  hold  and  took  Ashton  by  the  foretop.  He  then  tried  to  tap 
Ashton  again  with  the  wrench,  but  Ashton  guarded  it  off  with  his 
arm.  The  scuffle  continued  until  they  got  to  the  ind  of  the  bench, 
where  Hagan  got  Ashton  down  and  held  him  by  the  hair  of  the 
head.  With  that  Mr.  Ashton  hallooed  murder!  I  then  ran  from 
my  anvil,  and  got  hold  of  Hagan,  and  said  he  should  not  strike 
him  any  more.  I  was  assisted  by  Thomas  Newell  a  convict,  who 
took  the  wrench  from  him.  That  is  all  I  saw  of  the  matter.  I  did 
not  hear  Hagan  say  anything  while  they  were  fighting.  If  he 
did  say  anything  I  do  not  recollect  it.  Ashton  said  nothing  but 
murder !  I  never  heard  Hagan  say  that  he  would  kill  Ashton. 
Upon  my  oath  I  ?icv€r  heard  Hagan  threaten  Mr,  Ashton. 

'*oss'ex(imined.  Higan  did  not  at  any  time  give  Ashton  such  a 
?  '  .  as  a  man  would  strike  if  he  intended  to  take  life.  Ashton 
divjppedhis  club  when  they  clinched.  Mr.  Ashton  attacked  Ha- 
gan Jirst  with  a  full  blow  of  the  club.  When  Ashton  aimed  the  first 
blow  at  Hagan  the  latter  stood  at  his  own  press  where  he  worked;  Ash- 
ton knocked  Hagan  down,  Ashton  was  cool  and  collected  when  he 
went  for  his  club  and  when  he  first  struck  Hagan,  and  he  remain- 
ed so  till  4;hey  got  clenched. 

Q.  Was  or  was  not  Mr.  Ashton  "  down  upon'^  Hagan  previous 
to  this  affair  ? 

Objected  to  and  objection  over-raled. 

A.  As  a  man  of  my  oath  I  could  not  say  that  he  was  down  up- 
on Hagan  more  than  upon  any  other  man. 
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Thomas  Ne\?ell,  a  convict,  called  by  the  Prison  officers  and 
sworn.    Examined  by  A.  Hyatt,  Esq. 

Witness  says  he  was  present  at  the  aflray  between  Ashton  and 
Hagan.  First  saw  them  down  about  four  yards  from  where  wit- 
ness was  at  work.  Did  not  see  the  commencement^  and  did  not  see 
any  blows  given  by  either  side.  Did  not  hear  anything  said  by  either 
of  them.  Jfever  heard  Hagan  make  any  threats  against  Ashton, 
Neyer  heard  Hagan  say  anything  about  Ashton  previous  to  the 
fight  or  at  the  time  it  took  place.  When  I  took  tlie  wrench  from 
Hagan's  hand  he  said,  '^  do  not  let  the  keeper  have  t/."  When  the 
flght  was  over  Hagan  ran  to  my  fire  and  took  out  a  sixteen  poimd 
cutter,  and  said  he  would  kill  the  d — n  s — n  of  a  b — h.  I  took 
it  from  him.  Hagan  said  he  did  not  care  what  he  done,  that  he 
would  knock  him  in  the  head  He  then  caught  up  a  poker  which 
I  also  took  away  from  him.  Hagan  seemed  like  being  out  of  his 
head  at  that  time. 
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The  Prison  dissociation  of  J^^ew-York  in  account  ttith  W.  C.  GUman^ 

Treasurer^ 

Dr, 
1B51.    To  cash  paid  for  services,  rent  and  other  expenses  at  the 

office  in  Centre  street, $1,083  42 

"    Paid  for  discharged  convicts, .  304  06 

(^    Paid  financial  agents, 408  19 

"    Paid  rent  of  the  Home  for 

Females, 375  00 

^'    Paid  treasurer  of  the  female 

department, 418  60 

13,589  37 
Dee.  31.  Balance  to  new  aceoant, 53  38' 

$2,642  65 

Tht  Prison  Jissociation  of  JfevhYorkin  account  with  W.  C  Gilmanj 

Treasurer, 

Cr. 
1851 .    By  balance  of  late  Treasurer,  Wm. 

Chauncey,  Esq., |28  S8 

"    Collections  by  F.  W.  Janes,. .     $550  75 
w  «     by  J.  W.  Schermer- 

horn, 1,788  24 

"               "     of  sundry  Individ- 
uals,          95  00 

^'  «     at  Rev.  Dr.  Potts' 

church, Ill  88 

"  «      at  Rev.  Mr.  Storrs' 

church, 67  50 

^<    Returned  by  a  discharged  con- 
vict,   1  00 

2,614  37 

$2/S42  65 

Dee.  31.  By  balance  on  hand, 53  38 

E.E.  JVVtr-rer*,  Dfc.,81,1851. 

W.  0.  6iucAK|  TVeasurer. 


AN  ACT 

To  incorporate  the   Prison  Association  of  New-York, 
passed  May  9,  1846,  by  a  two-third  vote. 

TAe  People  of  the  State  of  JVew-Yorkj  represented  in  Setiaie  and 
Astembly  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§1.  All  such  persons  as  now  are  and  hereafter  shall  become 
members  to  the  said  Association,  pursuant  to  the  constitution 
thereof  shall  and  are  hereby  constituted  a  body  corporate  by  the 
name  of  "  The  Prison  Association  of  New-York,"  and  by  that 
name  have  the  powers  that  by  the  third  title  of  tlie  eighteenth 
chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  are  declared  to 
belong  to  every  corporation ;  and  shall  be  capable  of  purchasing, 
holding,  and  conveying  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  for  the  use 
of  said  corporation :  Provided j  that  such  real  estate  shall  never 
exceed  the  yearly  value  of  ten  thousand  dollars  nor  be  applied  to 
any  purposes  other  than  those  for  which  this  corporation  is 
founded* 

%  S.  The  estate  and  concerns  of  said  corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  its  executive  committee,  in  conformity  to  the 
constitution  of  the  said  corporation ;  and  the  following  articles 
that  now  form  the  constitution  of  the  Association  shall  continue 
to  be  the  fundamental  laws  and  constitution  thereof,  subject  to 
alteration  in  the  mode  therein  prescribed. 

Article  I. 

The  objects  of  the  Association  shall  be, 
1 .  The  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  prisoners,  whether  de- 
tained for  trial,  or  finally  convicted,  or  as  witnesses : 

4.  The  improvement  of  priFon  discipline,  and  the  government 
of  pil8ons,  whether  for  cities,  or  counties,  or  States : 
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3.  The  support  and  encouragement  of  reformed  convicts  after 
their  discharge,  by  afTording  them  the  means  of  obtaining  an 
honest  livelihood,  and  sustaining  them  in  their  efforts  at  reform. 

Article  II. 

The  officers  of  the  society  shall  be,  a  president,  four  vice-presi- 
dents, a  recording  secretary,  a  corresponding  secretary,  and  a 
treasurer,  and  there  shall  be  the  following  committees,  viz :  a 
finance  committee,  a  committee  on  detentions,  a  committee  on  dis- 
cipline, a  committee  on  discharged  convicts,  and  an  executive 
committee. 

Article  III. 

The  officers  named  in  the  preceding  article  shall  be  e\  officio 
members  of  the  executive  committee,  who  shall  ohoose  one  of 
their  number  to  be  chairman  thereof. 

Article  IY. 

The  executive  committee  shall  meet  once  in  each  month,  and 
keep  regular  minutes  of  their  proceedings.  They  shall  have  a  gen- 
eral superintendence  and  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  society, 
and  shall  annually  report  to  the  society  all  their  proceedingSi 
and  such  other  matters  as  shall  be  likely  to  advance  the  ends  of 
the  Association. 

Article  Y. 

The  society  shall  meet  annually  in  the  city  of  New-Tork^  at 
such  time  and  place  as  the  executive  committee  shall  appoint,  and 
at  such  other  times  as  the  president,  or,  in  his  absence,  one  of  the 
vice  presidents,  shall  designate. 

Article  YI. 

Any  person  contributing  annually  to  the  funds  of  the  Associa- 
tion, shall,  during  such  contribution,  be  a  member  thereof.  A 
contribution  of  five  hundred  dollars  shall  constitute  a  life  patron ; 
a  contribution  of  one  hundred  dollars  an  honorary  member  of 
the  executive  committee  for  life ;  and  a  contribution  of  twenty-five 
dollars  shall  constitute  a  member  of  the  Association  for  life. 
Honorary  and  corresponding  members  may  from  time  to  time  be 
appointed  by  the  executive  committee. 
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Article  VII.  ^  ,^ 

A  female  department  shall  be  formed,  consistiug  of  such  females 
as  shall  be  selected  by  the  executive  committee,  who  shall  have 
charge  of  the  interest  and  welfare  of  prisoners  uf  their  sex,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  executive  committee  shall  adopt. 

Article  VIII. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  chosen  annually  at  the 
annual  meeting,  at  which  time  such  persons  may  be  elected  hon- 
orary members  as  shall  have  rendered  essential  service  to  the 
cause  of  prison  discipline. 

Article  IX. 

'  Any  society  having  the  same  objects  in  view  may  become  auxil- 
iary to  this  Association  by  contributing  to  its  funds  and  cooperat- 
ing with  it. 

Article  X. 

The  executive  committee  shall  have  power  to  add  to  any  of  the 
standing  committees  such  persons  as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  like- 
ly to  promote  the  objects  of  the  society;  and  shall  have  power  to 
fill  any  vacancy  which  may  occur  in  any  of  the  offices  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, intermediate  the  annual  meetings. 

Article  XI. 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of 
the  society,  at  any  meeting  thereof,  provided  notice  of  the  amend- 
ment has  been  giren  at  the  next  preceding  meeting. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  current  year  under  the  constitution 
shall  continue  to  be  the  officers  thereof  until  others  shall  be  duly 
chosen  in  their  places. 

And  it  is  hereby  furter  enacted,  that  no  manager  of  said  society 
shall  receive  any  compensation  for  his  services. 

§  3.  The  said  executive  committee  shall  have  power  to  establish 
a  work-house  in  the  county  of  New-York,  and  in  their  discretion 
to  receive  and  take  into  the  work-house  all  such  persons  as  shall 
be  taken  up  and  committed  as  vagrants  or  disorderly  persons,  in 
said  city,  as  the  court  of  general  sessions,  of  the  peace,  or  the 
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court  of  special  sessions,  or  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  in 
said  county,  or  any  police  magistrate,  or  the  commissioner  of  the 
alms-house,  may  deem  proper  objects;  and  the  said  executive 
committee  shall  have  the  same  powers  to  keep,  detain,  employ  and 
govern  the  said  persons,  as  are  now  by  law  conferred  on  the  keep* 
era  of  the  bridewell  or  penitentiary  in  said  city. 

^  4.  The  said  executive  committee  may  from  time  to  time  make 
by-laws,  ordinances  and  regulations,  relative  to  the  management 
and  disposition  of  the  estate  and  concerns  of  said  Association,  and 
the  management,  government,  inslruetion,  discipline,  and  employ- 
ment of  tiie  persons  so  as  aforesaid  committed  to  the  said  work- 
house, not  contrary  to  law,  as  they  may  deem  proper;  and  may 
appoint  such  oificers,  agents  and  servants  as,  they  may  deem  ne- 
cessary to  transact  the  business  of  tlie  said  Association,  and  may 
designate  their  duties.  And  the  said  executive  committee  shall 
make  an  annual  report  to  the  Legislature,  and  to  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  New-York,  of  the  number  of  persons  received  by 
them  into  said  work  house,  the  disposition  which  shall  be  made 
of  them  by  instructing  or  employing  them  therein,  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  said  executive  committee,  and  generally  all 
such  facts  and  particulars  as  may  exhibit  the  operations  of  the 
said  Association.  ^ 

§5.  Tlie  said  executive  committee  shall  have  power,  during  the 
minority  of  any  of  the  persons  so  committed  to  the  said  work- 
house, to  bind  out  the  said  persons,  so  being  minors  as  aforesaid, 
as  apprentices  or  servants,  with  their  consent,  during  their  minor- 
ity, to  such  persons,  and  at  such  places,  to  leavn  such  proper  trades 
and  employments, as  in  their  judgment  will  be  most  conducive  to 
their  reformation  and  amendment,  and  future  beneiit  and  advan- 
tage of  such  persons. 

^  6.  The  said  executive  committee,  by  such  committees  as  they 
shall  from  time  to  time  appoint,  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be 
t!ieir  duty,  to  visit,  inspect  and  examine,  all  the  prisons  in  the 
State,  and  annually  report  to  the  Legislature,  their  state  and  con- 
dition, and  all  sucli  other  things  in  regard  to  theni  as  may  enable 
the  Legislature  to  perfect  their  government  and  discipline.  And 
to  enable  them  to  execute  the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  here- 
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by  granted  and  imposed,  they  shall  possess  all  the  powers  and  an* 
thority  that  by  the  twenty-tourth  section  of  title  first,  chapter 
third,  part  fourth  of  the  Revised  Statues,  are  vested  in  the  Inspec* 
tors  of  county  prisons ;  and  the  duties  of  the  l^eepers  of  each 
prison  that  they  may  examine,  shall  be  the  same  in  relation  to  them 
as  in  tlie  section  aforesaid  are  imposed  on  the  keepers  of  such  pris* 
ons  ill  relation  to  the  Inspectors  thereof:  Provided^ihat  no  such 
examination  or  inspection  of  any  prison  shall  be  made  until  an 
order  for  that  purpose,  to  be  granted  by  the  Chancellor  of  this 
State,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  by  a  Vice 
Chancellor  or  Circuit  Judge,  or  by  the  first  Judge  of  the  county 
i  Q  which  the  prison  to  be  examined  shall  be  situate,  shall  first 
have  been  had  and  obtained,  which  order  shall  specify  the  name 
of  the  prison  to  be  examined,  the  names  of  the  persons,  members 
of  the  Fald  Association, by  whom  the  examination  is  to  be  made, 
and  the  time  within  which  the  same  must  be  concluded. 


State  of  New  tork, 
In  Senaiej  May  8,  1846. 
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This  bill  having  been  read  the  third  time,  two  thirds  of  all  the 
members  elected  to  the  Senate  voting  in  favor  thereof, 
Resolvedj  That  the  bill  do  pass. 
By  order  of  the  Senate. 

A.  GARDINER,  Presiitnty 

State  of  New-York, 
In  Assembly  J  April  24,  1846 

This  bill  having  been  read  the  third  time,  and  two  thirds  of  all 
the  members  elected  to  the  Assembly  voting  in  favor  thereof. 
Resolved^  That  the  bill  do  pass. 
By  order  of  the  Assembly. 

WM.  C.  GRAIN,  Speaker. 

Approved  this  9th  day  of  May,  1846. 

SILAS  WRIGHT. 

State  of  New-York,        ) 
Secretary's  office,  J 

I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  an  original  law  on  file  in 
this  oflEice,  and  do  certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  there 
fhuui  and  of  the  whole  of  said  original. 
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Id  Uatimony  wliersof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  thin 
office  at  the  city  of  Albany,  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

ARCH'D  CAMPBELL, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 

Revised  Statues,  Part  IV j  Chap.  3,  Title  1. 
§  24.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  keepers  of  each  of  the  said 
prisons  to  admit  the  said  Inspectors,  or  any  one  of  them,  into  every 
part  of  such  prison;  to  exhibit  to  them,  on  demand,  all  the  books, 
papers,  documents  aud  accounts  pertaining  to  the  prison,  or  to  thd 
persons  confined  therein;  and  to  render  them  every  other  facility 
in  their  power  to  enable  them  to  discharge  the  duties  above  pre- 
scribed. And  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  necessary  informa- 
tion, to  enable  them  to  make  such  report  as  is  above  required,  the 
said  inspectors  shall  have  power  to  examine  on  oath,  to  be  admin- 
istered by  either  of  the  said  Inspectors,  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
said  prisons,  and  to  converse  with  any  of  the  prisoners  confined 
therein,  without  the  presence  of  the  keepers  thereof  or  any  of 
them. 


BY-LAWS. 


I.  There  shall  be  a  stated  meetinfl^  of  the  executive  committee 
on  the  fourth  Monday  of  each  month;  and  a  special  meeting  shall 
be  held  at  any  time,  on  the  requisition  of  either  of  the  standing 
committees,  or  the  chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  or  chair- 
man of  any  standing  committee. 

II.  At  every  meeting  of  the  executive  committee,  stated  or  spe- 
cial, the  attendance  of  seven  members  shall  be  necessary  to  con- 
stitute a  quorum. 

III.  The  order  of  business  at  every  stated  meeting  shall  be  as 
follows : 

1.  The  reading  and  adoption  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  prece- 
ding meeting. 

2.  Reports  from  the  standing  committees  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  named  in  the  constitution  of  the  Society. 

3.  Reports  from  female  department. 

4.  Report  from  corresponding  secretary. 

5.  Reports  from  special  committees. 

6.  Motions  and  resolutions. 

The  business  first  in  order  at  a  special  meeting  shall  be  the  sub- 
ject for  the  consideration  of  which  the  meeting  shall  have  been 
called;  and  no  other  subject  shall  be  brought  before  the  meeting, 
except  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 

,  IV.  The  chairman  shall  nominate  and  appoint  all  special  com- 

f       miitaes;  and  no  person  nominated  by  him  shall  be  excused,  unless 
opdli  itusoBS,  assigned  by1iim,that  shall  be  approved  by  thftm^V 
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ing;  bat  a  chairman  pro  tern,  shall  not  hare  such  power,  unless 
authorized  by  the  meeting. 

V.  The  chairman  shall  decide  all  questions  of  order,  subject  to 
an  appeal;  and  the  rules  of  order  shall  be  the  same,  so  far  as  they 
are  applicable,  as  those  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  L^isla- 
ture  of  New- York. 

YI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  finance  committee  : 

1.  To  receive  and  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  society  all 
moneys  received,  either  as  donations  or  for  memberships. 

2.  To  audit,  and  direct  the  payment  of  all  bills  against  the 
Society  in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  direct;  but 
no  bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  unless  approved  by 
the  committee  and  countersigned  by  the  chairman  thereof. 

8.  To  invest  and  control  the  surplus  moneys  of  the  society, 
under  the  authority  of  the  executive  committee. 

4.  To  have  power,  under  the  same  authority,  to  employ  one 
or  more  agents  to  obtain  members  and  collect  subscriptions 
to  the  Society ;  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  make  a  report, 
at  each  monthly  meeting,  of  their  proceedings  and  those 
of  their  agents. 

5.  To  annually  examine  and  report  upon  the  treasurer's  ac- 
counts, and  to  audit  the  same. 

VII.  The  following  shall  be  the  duties  of  the  committee  on 
detentions: 

1.  To  inquire  into  the  causes  of  commitment  of  all  persons 
detained  for  trial,  or  as  witnesses,  in  any  of  the  prisons  of 
the  cities  of  New- York  and  Brooklyn,  and  to  adopt  proper 
measures  for  procuring  the  discharge  of  such  as  shall  ap> 
pear  to  be  entitled  thereto. 

2.  To  visit  frequently  the  prisons  under  their  charge,  and  to 
endeavor  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  prisoners,  by 
training  them  to  habits  of  cleanliness  and  exercise;  by 
curing  to  them  comfortable  accoTnmoda\\oii&^  ti^vini^  a 
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gard  to  space,  light  and  temperature;  bjr  procuring  for  them 
suitable  employment;  by  providing  them  with  books,  or 
other  means  of  mental  occupation;  by  securing  such  a  sepa- 
ration and  classification  as  shall  preserve  the  young,  the  in- 
nocent, and  the  less  hardened,  from  the  contaminating  in- 
tercourse of  the  more  depraved;  by  obtaining  for  them 
honest  and  able  legal  advice;  and  generally,  by  bringing  all 
practical,  moral,  and  religious  influence  to  operate  upon 
their  minds. 

VIII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tl.e  committee  on  discharged  con- 
victs. 

1.  Under  the  authority  of  the  executive  committee,  to  em- 
ploy an  agent  for  the  relief  and  aid  of  discharged  convicts, 
and  for  the  performance  of  its  daily  routine  of  duties;  whose 
place  of  business  shall  be  at  the  general  office  of  the  As- 
sociation. 

2.  To  keep  a  record  of  all  commitments  to  our  State  prisons, 
and  Ncw-Tork  and  Kings  county  prisons,  of  the  crime  ol 

which  each  person  was  convicted,  of  the  date  of  his  com- 
mitment and  discharge,  and  all  other  important  information 
thereto  appertaining. 

3.  To  open  a  correspondence  with  the  prison  agents  or  su- 
perintendents, relative  to  the  character  and  trades  of  pris- 
oners, and  to  ascertain  previous  to  the  discharge  of  each 
prisoner,  his  feelings,  views  and  capabilities,  with  a  view 
to  making  the  best  arrangements  for  his  future  employ- 
ment. 

4.  To  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  will  employ  dischar- 
ged prisoners,  and  of  their  several  occupations;  to  procure 
employment  for  prisoners  applying  therefor,  as  seem^best 
adapted  to  the  capacity  of  each;  to  hold  a  correspondence 
with  employers,  to  keep  a  record  of  the  behavior  and  pros- 
pects of  those  for  whom  places  are  obtained,  that  they  may 
be  sustained  and  encouraged  with  the  idea  that  a  continual 
friendly  interest  is  felt  for  them. 

6*  To  endeavor  to  procure  suitable  boarding  places  tot  10^^ 
dJgcbarged  prbontrBf  where  they  will  «<jt  be  exvowdi  V 
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oorrapting  inflaenoes;  taking  care  not  t6  hare  more  than 
one  in  a  place,  when  it  can  be  avoided. 

6.  To  see  that  the  prisoners  are  provided  with  suitable,  cIoth« 
ing,  of  a  kind  that  will  not  attract  attention,  and  point 
them  out  as  convicts. 

IX.  The  general  duty  of  the  committee  on  prison  discipline 
shall  be  supervision  of  the  internal  organization  and  management 
of  the  prisons  in  which  convicts  are  confined,  embracing  the  moral 
and  physical  influences  to  be  exerted  on  the  prisoners  during 
their  confinement. 

This  duty  shall  be  comprised  under  the  following  general  heads : 

Health.  Under  which  shall  be  included  diet,  dress,  cleanlines8| 
warming  of  prisons,  ventilation,  exercise,  modes  of  employment, 
insanity,  and  medical  treatment  generally. 

Reformation,  Including  the  classification  of  prisoners  according 
to  age,  sex,  physical  condition,  character  and  numbers;  instruc- 
tion,  religious  and  ordinary;  moral  treatment,  isolation  and  inter- 
course; rewards  and  punishments;  the  visitation  of  friends,  and 
pardons. 

Financial  system.  Embracing  convict  labor,  prison  revenue 
and  expenses. 

Administration  and  supervision.  Comprising  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ing  officers,  their  qualifications,  duties,  abuse  of  their  powers,  and 
the  internal  police  regulations  of  prisons. 

Comparison  of  prison  systems  and  reforms.  Including  the  collee* 
tion  of  worlds  and  reports,  correspondence  with  other  societieSi 
superintendence  of  prisons,  and  persons  interested  in  prison  dis- 
cipline. The  collection  of  statistics,  and  their  publication  under 
the  order  of  the  Association. 

Visitation.  The  visiting  of  State,  county,  and  city  prisons  inclu- 
ding houses  of  reformation  of  juvenile  delinquents,  at  such  peri- 
ods and  in  such  manner  as  the  committee  may  from  time  to  time 
determine. 
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Criminal  laws.  Their  ehanioter  and  influence  on  the  oomml98lon 
of  vice  and  crime. 

X.  Each  standing  committee  shall  have  power  to  appoint  its 
own  chairman  and  secretary,  and  to  divide  itself  into  as  many 
sub-committees  as  it  may  deem  proper;  and  each  committee  shall 
make  a  report  of  its  proceedings  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the 
executive  committee. 

XI.  The  recording  secretary  shall  be  the  secretary  ot  the  execu- 
tive committee,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  to  record  them  in  a  book  to  be 
provided  for  that  purpose,  and  tQ  give  due  notice  of  all  meetings 
of  the  committee. 

XII.  1.  The  standing  committees  shall  meet  in  their  order,  on 
the  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  of  the 
week  preceding  the  regular  meeting  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee; and  the  recording  secretary  shall  give  due  notice 
thereof. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  standing  committee  to  report 
to  each  monthly  meeting  of  the  ex;ecutive  committee  the 
number  of  meetings  held,  and  the  names  of  the  members 
attending  at  each. 

XIII.  If  it  shall  appear  from  the  report  of  any  standing  com- 
mittee, that  any  member  has  not  attended  any  one  of  these  meet- 
ings during  the  preceding  three  months,  the  member  so  neglecting 
to  attend  shall,  if  no  satisfactory  excuse  be  offered,  be  deemed  to 
have  resigned  as  a  member  of  such  committee,  and  the  executive 
committee  may  proceed  to  appoint  another  in  his  place. 

XIV.  No  person  shall  be  added  as  a  member  to  any  of  the  stand- 
ing committees  unless  the  committee  to  which  he  is  to  be  added 
Khali  have  reported  his  name  at  a  preceding  meeting  of  the  execu- 
tive committee,  and  shall  have  stated  that  the  member  so  propo- 
sed has  consented  to«erve.  No  person,  so  proposed,  shall  be  elec- 
ted as  a  member  unless  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  all  themem- 
Jbers  present;  and  every  such  election  shall  be  made  by  ballot, 
imleis  by  unanimous  consent  the  ballot  be  dispensed  with. 


XV.  There  shall  be  a  standing  committee  of  ladies  for  the  fe- 
male department,  the  members  of  which  shall  be  selected  by  the 
executive  committee,  and  shall  have  charge  of  the  interests  and 
welfare  of  persons  of  their  own  sex,  under  such  regulations  as 
the  executive  committee  may  prescribe,  or  they  themselves,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  executive  committee,  may  adopt.  Such 
committee  shall  have  power  to  elect  its  own  officers,  and,  when 
organized,  shall  be  placed  in  all  respects  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  other  standing  committees  of  the  executive  committee,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  increase  of  their  numbers. 

XVI.  The  corresponding  secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  executive  committife,  and  of  each  of  the  standing 
committees  when  required,  and  shall  report  the  same  at  each  sta- 
ted meeting  of  the  committee,  and  shall  record  the  same  in  books 
to  be  procured  for  that  purpose. 

XYII.  The  president,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
and  the  corresponding  secretary,  shall  be  members,  ex  officio,  of 
all  the  standing  committees. 

XYIII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  keep  safely  all 
moneys  deposited  with  him  by  the  iinance  committee,  to  pay  over 
the  same  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  time  as  the  finance  com* 
mittee  shall  direct,  and  to  give  such  security  for  the  faithful  dia* 
chaise  of  his  duty  as  that  committee  shall  require. 

XIX.  No  alterations  in  these  by-laws  shall  be  made,  except  a 
notice  of  the  proposed  amendment  shall  have  been  given  at  a 
previous  meeting  of  the  executive  committee. 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  tlie  New-Tork  Prison  Assoeiatioii. 

New-York,  Jprilj  1853. 

To  the  Hon.  Speaker, 

Of  the  House  of  Assen^ly  of  the  State  of  Jfeuh  York: 

Sir — ^In  compliance  with  the  sixth  section  of  the  charter  of 
the  New-York  Prison  Association,  I  herewith  transmit  the  eighjth 
annual  report  of  its  operations,  and  request  that  you  will,  In 
behalf  of  the  Association,  submit  the  same  to  the  Legislature. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  seryant, 

JOHN  D.  RUSS, 
Corresponding  Secretary  Prison  Jlssociaiion. 
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CHARLES  SUMNER,  Esq.,  Boston. 

K.  B.    The  Physician  and  Wsrden  or  Keeper  of  each  Penitentiary  are,  ex-offido. 
Oomfponding  Members  of  the  ExAcative  Committee. 


REPORT. 


In  compliance  ivith  the  requirements  of  its  charter,  the  Prison 
Association  of  New  York,  presents  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State, 
this  its 

EIGHTH  ANTOAL  REPORT. 

A  retrospect  of  the  past — ^although  not  without  its  regrets — 
affords  nnmerous  evidences  of  duty  performed,  and  of  good  ac- 
complished. In  no  former  year,  has  the  Association  been  more 
active  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties  ;  in  no  year  have  so  many 
claims  upon  its  charity,  from  discharged  prisoners,  been  present- 
ed, and  in  no  year  so  many  situations  provided  for  them^ — ^much 
time,  and  attention,  has  also  been  devoted,  both  in  this  city  and 
Brooklyn,  to  those  under  arrest.  The  whole  number  that  has 
received  aid  and  advice  from  this  Association,  during  the  past 
year,  amounts  to  708,  viz  : 

Men, 160 

Women, 269 

Boys, 216 

Girls,. 63 

Total, 708   • 

The  receipts  of  the  Institution,  during  the  same  period,  as  pre- 
sented in  the  Treasurer's  report,  are  |4,254.81,  viz : 

Cashonhand, Jan.  1st,  1852, $58  25 

Collections  for  prison  Association, 2 , 279  52 

Collections  for  F.  department, 992  00 

Sale  of  Insurance  stock, 510  00 

Interest  on  Stock, • .  86  00 

Sales  of  mgs  and  barrel8,&c., 5  48 

Proceeds  of  work, 323  56 

Total, , 11,954  81 


t 
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Of  which  has  been  expended,  for  support  of  "the  home,"  and  for 

board  ,tools,  clothing,  and  for  discharged  convicts,/  $3,403  40 

Financial  agent, 160  00 

W.  Sliepperd,  for  counsel  fees, 100  00 

Clerkhire, 261  61 

Carried  to  Building  fund, 260  00 

Balance  on  hand,  Jan.  l3th,  1853, 79  80 

Totd, $4,254  81 

This  exposition  of  the  pecuniary  afifairs  of  the  Association,  al<- 
though  more  encouraging  than  that  of  last  year,  still  indicates 
either  a  lack  of  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Association,  or  of  interest 
in  the  community,  in  relation  to  the  great  object  in  which  it  i| 
engaged.    The  importance  of  our  labors,  we  fear,  has  not  been 
brought  home  to  the  hearts  of  the  people.     We  are  persuaded, 
ihey  do  not  duly  appreciate  how  much  they  are  dependent  fiur 
tifnd  security  of  their  property,  and  even  their  lives,  upon  the 
ptt^r  punishment  of  crime.    Heretofore,  the  idea  has  been  to 
panish,  without  a  sufficient  regard  to  the  object  of  punishment 
A  detestation  for  criminals,  has  been  too  often  substituted  for  a 
detestation  of  crime,  and  so  it  happens  that  a  man,  once  convict- 
ed, becomes  the  embodyment  of  all  crime.    Believing,  as  we  do, 
that  the  perpetration  of  one  crime  does  not  necessarily  imply  an 
endless  progression  in  that  direction,  we  would  treat  it  as  a  dis- 
ease which,  though  dangerous,  offers  with  a  proper  remedy  a  fair 
prospect  of  cure.    This  remedy  is  proper^  punishment,  and  to  this 
end  the  Association  labor ;    and  though  they  incidently  occupy 
themselves  in  restoring  the  convict  to  society,  after  his  dischargei 
it  is  but  a  means  to  that  grand  end.     The  proper  punishment  of 
crime  asks  not  severity,  prompts  not  lenity,  demands  no  terms  for 
vice,  but  yields  all  to  penitence.    In  this  labor  we  have  spent 
much  time,  money,  and  personal  effort,  without  an  adequate  con- 
sideration from  the  community.      Our  efforts  have  not  been  di- 
rected to  the  pleasing  objects  of  phil&nthrophic  exertion,  but  to 
the  degraded,  vile,  down  trodden  outcast,  to  those  with  whom  none 
sympathise,  upon  whom  few  bestow  their  alms.    From  the  very 
nature  ot  the  case  our  effort  must  always  be  unpopular,  and  thus 
it  is  that  our  Aasoc^iaUon,.  for  lack  of  adequate  pecuniary  supoorty 
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U  eOBpelled  to  kavt  important  .duties  tiBperft>FiBied.  A  sob* 
seriptioQ  of  f5)000  per  annum  is  absolutelj  oeoetsary  to  emtry  es 
the  operations  of  the  AssodiettkiA,  successfully,  upon  its  present 
foundation.  But  the  di&culty  experienced  in  obtaining  places 
for  discharged  prisoners,  and  the  importance  of '  providing  them 
with  work,  before  the  good  habits  they  acquired  while  in  confine^ 
ment  have  worn  off,  and  they  have  sought  out  their  old  acquaint 
tance — make  it  extremely  desirable  that  a  building  should  be 
erected,and  placed  under  suitable  surveillance,  where  labor  should 
be  provided  for  all  those  that  ask  our  aid.  We  would,  also,  sug- 
gest that  in  connection  with  this,  but  distinct  from  it,  the  Legis- 
lature should  authorise  the  Association  to  construct  a  prison  for 
boys,  between  the  ages  of  16  and20,  to  which  all  those  who  show 
evident  signs  of  contrition,  and  are  imprisoned  (ta  t]ieir  first 
offence,  might  be  sent  so  as  to  avoid  the  contaminating  influences 
incident  to  a  residence  in  the  penitentiary,  and  being  herded  with 
veterans  in  crime.  The  establishment  of  such  a  prison  seems  to  be 
demanded  by  a  proper  regard  for  that  class^  who,  past  the  ordi- 
naij  .ago  of  pupilage,  have  been  driven  by  stern  necessity,  or 
some  untoward  circumstance,  to  the  commission  of  a  first  offence. 
To  accomplish  such  a  labor,  we  should  not  only  require  a  large, 
increase  of  voluntary  aid,  but  permanent  assistance«from  the  oi^ 
and  Legislature. 

BETENTTONS. 

Our  labors  in  this  department  have  been  .confined  to  repeated 
esBminations  of  the  prisons  in  this  county,  King's  and  Biohr 
mond)  aeven  in  all,  viz:  The  City  prison,  the  first  and 
second  Diatrict  prisons,  and  the  £lridge  street  prison ,  in 
the.  eity  of  New-Tork.  The  Penitentiary,  on  Blackweli'i 
Islaad ;  tivd  King's  County  Prison^  Brooklyn,  and  the  Richmond 
Cimniy.  Priscm,  atRiolimond,  Staten  Island.  We  regret  that  a 
iattfafiil  discharge  of  our  duties,  wi>l  not  allow  us  to  *  speid 
laany  words  of  eommendation  on  these  establishments.  Tlw 
FeMtentiary,  however,  has  visibly  improved  within  the  last  three 
ytnusi,  in  point  of  neatness,  order,  and  Systematic  management. 
The  lekl  flhanty,  ibtnierly  so  fiimous  a  portion  of  the  female 
d^stttteot  of  this  cBtabUbfament,  has  been  destroyed,  and  the 
workshop  it  contained  transferred  to  the  old  hospital,  which  haa  • 
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been  fitted  up  Ibr  this  use,  end  a  new  and  commodious  hospital' 
bnilr,  the  grounds  highlj  improved^  and  many  striking  contrasts 
with  its  former  condition  are  manifest — bat '  notwithstanding 
these  evidences  of  improvement,  the  cost'of  the  prison  for  support 
appears  unnecessarily  large,  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  the 
following  comparison  with  the  other  institutions,  under  the  care 
of  the  ten  Governors,  viz. : 

Annual  cost  of  support  per  head  in  Alms  House  $27  00 

Annual  cost  per  head  Bellvue  Hospital 70  18 

City  Prison 74  00 

Lunatic  Asylum 55  20 

Nurseries,  Bandeirs  Island 45  67 

Penitentiary  . . . .  • 90  35 

Making  an  expenditure  of  $1.74  cents  per  head,  per  week.  The 
enquiry  naturally  arises  what  makes  this  marked  difference  in 
the  cost  of  support  in  these  different  institutions,  all  under  the 
care  of  the  ten  Governors,  and  especially  why  does  this  prison 
stand  thus  in  advance  of  all.  It  cannot  be  accounted  for  by 
attributing  it  to  our  increased  expenditure,  for  salaries  in  the 
Penitentiary  is  only  22  per  cent,  of  the  whole  expense.  But 
while  the  expenditures  of  the  prison  appear  unusually  large,  the 
credits  of  the  prison  are  astonishingly  small.  In  looking  over  the 
last  reports  of  the  various  institutions,  under  charge  of  the  ten 
Governors,  we  find  that  with  an  average  of  844  inmates,  only 
$8,757.26  credited  as  receipts  from  the  Penitentiary,  while  the 
work-house,  with  an  average  of  230  inmates,  has  $54,819.87 
credited  to  that  account.  Can  it  be  possible,  that  with  so  large 
an  average  of  inmates,  the  most  of  whom  are  able-bodied,  the 
earnings  of  the  institution  have  been  no  greater.  Such  a  suppo* 
sltion  would  be  a  reflection  upon  the  Board  of  Governors,  as  well 
as  the  officers  of  the  Penitentiary,  alike  unworthy  their  character 
and  position.  The  difficulty  arises  probably  from  the  very  loose 
manner  in  which  their  accounts  are  kept,  as  well  as  a  want  of 
arrangement  and  distinctiveness  in  the  manner  they  are  pre* 
sented,  in  &ct,  they  are  so  much  mixed  up  in  their  report,  that  il 
is  doubtful  whether  the  Governors  themselves  could  unrayel 
ibem^  and  ffiye  a  distinct  account  of  the  receipts  and  their  souroe% 
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and  the  disbunements  of  the  several  institations  separately.  '  We 
would  exempt  from  this  remark  the  accounts  of  the  work-house, 
which  are  presented  with  a  clearness  and  accuracy  which  is  truly 
nfreshing.  From  these  statistics,  we  learn  that  the  work-house 
department  has  earned  $93,268.05,  or  a  daily  average  for  each 
inmate  of  112  cents,  but  that  we  may  do  no  injustice  to  the  Peni- 
tentiary, estimating  the  earnings  only  by  what  has  been  turned 
info  the  store-house,  viz.,  $54,869.77,  it  is  47  cents  per  day,  A 
traly  satisfactory  statement,  in  which  we  have  only  to  regret 
that  the  salaries  of  the  oflScers  and  servants  are  not  presented. 

The  City  Prison  though  less  expensive  than  the  Penitentiary, 
lacks  many  of  its  redeeming  features.  Progress  in  this  institution 
has  been  less  decided,  improvements  less  marked,  and  instead  of 
neatness  and  order  we  have  dirt  and  confusion.  We  would  not 
charge  this  state  of  things  as  reflections  upon  the  government*  of 
ihe  institution,  as  it  is  mostly  mainly  owing  to  the  construction 
of  the  prison,  the  character  of  its  inmates,  and  the  nature  of  its 
uses.  Although  the  grand  receptacle  for  all  the  filth  and  vice  of 
this  great  city,  this  prison  is  mainly  a  house  of  detention, 
where  the  inmates  are  constantly  going  and  coming,  and  where 
in  most  instances  the  prisoners  are  only  kept  till  trial.  Under 
such  circumstances  it  becomes  exceedingly  difficult  to  establish 
and  maintain  such  discipline  as  shall  keep  the  prison  at  all  times 
eleanly  and  in  order.  There  are,  however,  a  few  simple  rules 
which,  if  rigidly  enforced,  would  add  very  much  to  the  appear- 
ance  of  the  institution,  and  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  many  of 
its  inmates ;  these  are — ^First,  compelling  every  prisoner  to  clean 
liifl  cell  before  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Second,  to  refrain 
from  smoking  or  chewing  on  the  galleries  or  in  the  cells.  These 
two  simple  rules,  if  enforced,  would  alter  the  entire  character  and 
appearance  of  our  City  Prison,  and  do  much  to  counteract  its  pre- 
sent  demoralizing  tendencies.  The  habit  of  using  tobacco  is  here 
10  freely  indulged,  that  it  becomes  as  it  were  contagious,  and  fre^ 
qoently  children  who  enter  the  prisons  without  any  inclination  to 
the  liabit,  have  become  confirmed  smokers  in  a  week.  Several 
cases  of  this  character  can  be  found  in  the  diary  of  our  agent. 
Aside  from  the  filthiness  of  the  habit,  it  has  iqjurious  tendencies 
which  should  be  at  once  arrested.    Its  excessive  use  i^^to^^M^  > 
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degree  ot  exeitement  entirell^  inconsistent  viiik  the  calm  i^efleo* 
tion  which  a  first  arrest  for  crioie  so  urgent!  j  requires^  both  as  a 
preparation  for  trial  and  an  opportunity  for  reformation.  With 
the  in^riate  it  keeps  alivie  his  desire  for  drink,  and  with  the  tern- 
lotaler  it  often  lays  the  foundation  of  intemperance.  We  theie- 
foiie  would  particularly  urge  that  tobacco  ui  any  and  every  shape 
should  be  proliibited  in  our  houses  of  detention.  The  Brooklya 
^unty  prison  is  more  redolent  with  the  fumes  of  tobacco  this 
even  the  Tombs.  And  these  remarks  wiU  apply  with  aknost 
equal  force  to  all  the  prisons  inspected  by  u& 

Jefferson  Mxeket,  or  *the   Seooko  Dibteict  Pbisov. 

This  prison  calls  loudly  for  interference  from  some  quarter; 
besides  being  badly  ventilated,  it  has  only  23  cells,  4  of  which 
are  constantly  occupitid  as  store  rooms,  leaving  only  19  for  the 
occupation  of  the  prisoners.  The  average  monthly  commitments 
for  the  year  is  about  420,  or  14  commitments  daily.  The  average 
time  each  prisoner  remains  at  the  prison  is  about  2^  dajs ;  so  that 
the  cells  are  necessarily  over  crowded  at  all  times.  Another 
glaring  defect  jn  this  prison  is  the  putting  men  and  women,  boys 
ani  girls  all  upon  the  same  corridor.  It  thus  happens  that  youi^ 
girls  and  unoffending  witnesses  have  their  minds  corrupted  by 
the  foul  language  and  indecent  exposure  of  those  hardened  in 
crime.  The  keeper  related  to  the  inspectors  several  revolting  inr 
stances  of  this  kind.  The  prison  should  be  incr<^ased  at  once  tp 
treble  its  present  dimensions,  and  the  present  prison  appropriated 
to  females  solely.  There  is  land  enough  belonging  to  the  corpo^ 
ration  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Es0ez  Markei  Prisfm  is  in  good  order  and  cleanly.  The  keeper, 
however,  complains  that  it  is  too  small,  and  that  it  is  rendered 
fiml  and  unwholesome  by  the  manner  in  which  the  soil  pipes  are 
•onstructed.  He  says,  that  in  the  morning,  before  the  prisonen 
that  have  been  brought  in  during  the  night,  are  disposed  of,  the 
prison  is  most  loathsome.  That,  to  purify  the  air,  it  is  necessaiy 
to  let  on  the  eroton  water  in  large  quantities,  to  carry  off  all 
matters  accumnlated  in  the  soil  pipes,  and  that,  as  these  soil 
pipes  empty  into  a  reservoir  that  has  no  outlet,  it  is  constantly 
^verBowing,  and  eieating  a  nuisance  to  the  whole  neighborhood. 
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The  Kmgs  Caimif  Jcily  At  Brooklyn,  sorpafws  even  the  Nevr- 
Tofk  city  prison  In  its  distiogaishing  characteristics.  It  is 
damper,  dirtier  and  more  noisy.  The  cells  are  larger,  but  more 
crowded ;  the  ventilation  less  perfect,  and  greater  opportunities 
cAred  £ar  corruption.  Instead  of  two  or  three  in  a  cell,  we 
eometimes  find  five  or  six.  Instead  of  a  keeper  on  each  corridor, 
we  find  the  prisoners  all  locked  into  cells,  which  communicate 
with  the  gallery  by  a  small  door,  and  the  gallery  left  witho«it 
n  officer,  so  that  communication  can,  at  all  times,  be  carried 
Oft  from  one  end  of  the  prison  to  another,  and  such  scenes 
of  blasphemy  and  obscenity  as  are  sometimes  witnessed  there, 
ean  better  be  imagined  than  described.  Tlie  female  departments 
ill  both  prisons  are  cleaner, 'drier  and  warmer,  but  the  Kings 
ooufity  needs  a  matron  constantly  in  the  corridor,  to  subdue  thflt 
boiateroQS  mirth  cr  vociferous  wrangling  which  malLcs  this  prison 
oceasionally  a  perfect  bedlam.  The  difference  between  the  female 
department  of  the  city  prison  and  Kings  county  Jail  is,  that  in  the 
eity.  prison  it  is  barely  pbssible  that  a  person  might  remaiA  some 
days  without  corruption,  but  in  the  Kings  county  it  seems  impoe- 
MbJe.  The  following  account  of  the  Richmond  county  Jail,  ex- 
tracted from  the  diary  of  our  agent,  presents  the  present  condition 
of  that  prison : 

Richmond  County  Prison  was  in  a  filthy  condition  at  the  time  of 
onr  examination.  The  prison  is  attached  to  the  new  court  house, 
and  contains  eight  cells,  four  on  each  floor,  with  a  hall  between 
them.  The  lower  floor  has  never  been  finished,  and,  therefore, 
remains  unoccupied.  A  hall  separates  the  cells,  so  that  there 
are  two  on  each  side,  about  12  by  14  feet  in  area.  They  are  venti- 
lated and  lighted  by  a  small  window  near  the  top  of  each  cell, 
and  heated  by  a  stove  in  the' hall,  which  renders  the  heat  exceed- 
ingly uncomfortable  to  visitors,  but  which  cannot,  by  any  possi- 
bility, warm  the  cells,  as  their  doors  shut  remarkably  tight,  and 
the  only  opening  in  them  is  a  small  orifice  not  a  foot  square,  ^eiMT 
the  top,  through  which  the  prisoners  can  converse  with  each 
other.  The  3oil  pipes  are  so  constructed  that  it  is  difiicult  for 
what^  passes  into  them  to  be  carried  off,  and  the  result  is,  that  the 
prison  is  filled  with  a  most  disagreeable  and  unhealthy  odor. 
The  keeper  told  us  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  lak^  d.o^\i^^ 
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prenent  prison  «nd  construct  another  on  a  better  plan.  Thi8« 
perhaps,  is  a  wise  decision,  but  we  fear  it  will  be  a  long  time 
before  it  is  accomplished.  In  the  meantime,  a  small  expense  for 
proTiding  night  tubs,  and  putting  in  grated  doors,  would  do  mneh 
towards  rendering  the  prison  habitable.  Had  our  examinations 
been  extended  to  other  parts  of  the  State,  we  shoiUd,  undoubted- 
ly, have  found  a  similar  condition  of  things  existing  almost  e^eiy 
where.  Formerly  these  prisons  were  occasionally  inspected  by 
the  county  judges,  but,  by  the  act  of  1847,  it  was  made  the  duty 
of  the  prison  inspectors  to  examine  them  and  report  their  condi- 
tion annually  to  the  Legislature.  This  serTice  they  once  per 
formed,  but,  on  presenting  their  bills  to  the  Legislature,  they 
were  dishonored,  and  ever  since  these  prisons  have,  we  believe, 
been  suffered  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Previous  to  that  period 
this  Association  had  commenced  a  series  of  examinations^  both  of 
our  county  prisons  and  State  penitentiaries,  which  had  resulted 
in  the  collection  of  a  large  amount  of  statistical  and  other  infoiv 
matioli,  and  the  results  reported  to  the  Legislature,  which,  had 
they  been  continued,  might  have  resulted  in  important  improve- 
ments in  the  prison  discipline  of  our  State  and  county.  Th^se 
examinations,  however,  were  arrested  by  the  appointment  of  the 
inspectors,  who  have  hitherto  strenuously  opposed  the  examina- 
]tions  of  our  Association  under  its  charter.  Within  the  last  year, 
a  better  feeling  has  been  manifest,  and,  we  believe,  tbat  permis- 
sion would  now  be  freely  accorded  us  by  the  inspectors  to  ex- 
amine  our  county  prisons,  although  they  are  not  yet  prepared  to 
admit  us  into  the  State  prison.  The  Association  would  very  glad- 
ly assume  this  responsibility,  but  the  Legislature,  in  imposing  the 
duty  upon  us,  forgot  to  designate  the  fund  by  which  it  should  be 
accomplished.  We  should  not,  however,  wait  to  be  assisted  by 
the  State,  if  voluntary  contributions  would  enable  us  to  effect  the 
object,  but  our  most  strenuous  exertions  in  this  department  can 
little  more  than  procuro4is  the  necessary  means  to  take  care  of 

m 

the  prisons  in  our  own  county  and  the  convicts  from  time  to  time 
discharged  from  our  State's  prison.  The  duty  of  inspecting  our 
county  prisons,  however,  is  one*  which  demands  the  imme^Uate, 
deliberate  and  earnest  attention  of  the  Legislature.  Can  it  be 
that  these  persons  are  to  be  left  to  the  management  or  misman- 
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agement  of  pensioned  officers,  withont  ^uiy  one  legally  qualified, 
or  permitted  e?en  to  investigate  their  condition  1  If  there  is  any- 
thing important  in  relation  to  our  whole  prison  system  it  fs,  that 
our  houses  of  detention  should  be  such  as  to  preserve  the  inmates 
fiom  contamination  and  corruption.  These  are  not  prisons  simply 
tax  hardened  offenders,  but  oftentimes  are  tenanted  by  those  whose 
dmractew  are  as  spotless  as  our  own,  and  must  such  be  subjected 
to  the  contaminating  influence  of  yeterans  in  crime?  We  may 
make  our  State  prison  as  disciplinary,  reformatory  and  productive 
as  possible,  without  remedying  the  evil ;  but  if  we  would  prevent 
contamination,  or  arrest  the  criminal  in  his  first  faltering  steps  to 
crime,  we  must  pay  prompt  and  early  attention  to  our  dbunty 
Jails.  The  gallows  has  just  terminated,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,' 
the  life  of  an  interesting  young  man,  who, -six  years  ligo,  was  first 
brought  to  our  city  prison  for  a  slight  misdemeanor,  and  whose 
education,  while  there,  undoubtedly  contributed,  in  no  small 
degree,  to  the  fatal  denouement.  He  himself  said,  while  stand- 
ing on  the  brink  of  a  felon's  grave,  ^'  only  for  the  acquaintance  I 
made  here,  I  should  never  have  come  to  this."  The  importance 
of  the  subject  seems  to  demand  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
L^islature,  and,  in  connection  with  it,  we  respectfully  suggest 
the  propriety  of  making, all  our  houses  of  detention  strictly  sepa- 
rate prisons.  Who  can  visit  our  county  prison  and  not  be  forcibly 
impressed  with  the  &ct,  that,  as  at  present  governed,  they  are 
great  seminaries  of  crime  1  Behold  them  mingling  vice  and  vir- 
tue in  one  cauldron.  The  man  who  is  to  be  hung  for  murder, 
the  incorrigible  thief^  the  innocent  witness,  and  the  merely  sus- 
pected, are  all  thrown  into  one  heap,  and  left  to  seethe  and  fer- 
ment together.  And  this  must  always  be  the  case,  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  while  our  houses  of  detention  are  on  the  congregate 
system.  Nothing  but  separate  confinement  seems  at  all  suited 
tat  persons  of  this  character*  Nothing  else  promises  adequately 
to  prevent  further  contamination  of  the  guilty  and  protect  the 
Innocent.  This,  we  are  persuaded,  must  be  the  policy  of  the 
State  so  soon  as  it  shall  examine  closely  into  the  results  of  our 
present  system.  The  rapid  increase  of  commitments  to  our  city 
prison  during  the  last  five  years,  so  disproportioned  to  the  increase 
of  population  in  our  city,  may  undoubtedly  be  accounted  lor  in 
[Assembly,  No.  108.]  2 


Other  trap,  htt  \r6  cannot  bvt  regard  as  ainlong  the  prominent 
causes,. the  demoralization  Vrhich  has  been  the  result  of  imprison- 
ment in  this'  prison.  Hardl  j  a  session  of  the  court  passes  in 
which  one  or  more  cases  of  those  who  were,  on  former  occasions^ 
arrested  for  disorderly  conduct,  assault  and  batterf ,  or  some  mis^ 
demeanor,  are  not  returned  for  larceny,  many  of  whom  attribute 
their  ruin  to  aissociations  formed  in  prison.  The  followi*>g  is  a 
comparative  view  of  the  statistics  of  the  city  prison,  for  the  last 
five  years : 

COMPARATIVE  ViEW 

.  :  I 

Of  the  Statistics  of  the  Jfew-  York  Ciiy  Prison  for  the  last  jSve 
yean  : 


TBAas, 

1848.   1849.   1850.   18&1.   1852. 


Intoxication, 4,876  6,505  7,246  7,691  8,624 

l?etit  larceny, 2,029  1,955  2,970  2,806  2,977 

Vagrancy, 1,855  2,172  3,352  3,530  5,198 

As^ult  and  battery, 1,186  1,745  2,400  2,043  2,451 

Disorderly  conduct, 702  1 ,283  2,723  2,214  2,66© 

Grand  larceny, ;    455      873      660      678      631 

Burglary, 98      149      215      199      221 

Misdemeanor, 94        78        53        85        12 

Insanity, • ..•.     245      245      427      441       621 

Abandonment, 46        90      104        92      116 

False  pretences, ;..••.      4*        38        40        63        68 

Bastardy, 42        34        62        77        60 

Itebbery, . . .  • 36        43       46        84        66 

Witness, 66        20        27        14        89 

Riot, 1*      122        72  4        71 

Disorderly  house, . ; 7        15        44        65        62 

Desertion, 84        14  8        ..         .. 

Receiving  stol to  gdods, 16        22        27        27        60 

Bigamy, 12        10        12        14  9 

Arson  attempt, 17        15  9         6        10 

Forgery, i....      41        29        59      109      109 

A't  and  b'y  with  intent  to  kill,      25        13        68        61        76 
Attempt  burglary, 7  8         3  8  8 
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Attempt  petit  larceny, . 
Disorderly,  apprentice, . 
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Embezzlement, •.  •••••.•. 

Iliogal  voting, 

Bftpe  attempt, 

Incest,... .••...... 

Felony  and  accessory, ^ 

lianslaughter, <» 

Peijury, ^. 

Conspiracy, 

Fiaud, 

Indecent  ^Lposuce  of  person, . » 

Offences  against  nature, 

Attempt  to  break  prison, 

Assault, •• 

Carrying  slung  shot, , 

Aiding  prisoner  to  escape, .... 

Malicious  mischief, 

Mayhem, 

Sblling  obscene  books,^^  •  •  .^^^ 
Selling  lottery  policies,  .•••••• 

Abduction, 

Soliciting  emigfant  passengers. 

Cruelty  to  animals, • 

Selling  without  license,,  .»•... 

Seduction, ••.. 

Violating  corpof^a 

Xatt^ny,* •«  •... 

Sosptcion  of  lareeoy,. 
Contempt  of  court, .  •  • 
Stabbing,  ••• « 

Ooonterfeit,  passing,. 

^looting, •«.  .«•. 

Clipping  ooin, 

U.  S.  prisoners, .^... ; 
Sodomy  and  attempt, .  •  ••••.•. 
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Attempt  larceny, •  • 

Poison  attempt, 

Pfofititutkm, .  •  •  • 

Driving  oTer, 

Interfering  with  officers, 

Marrying  girl  under  14  years, 

An.  to  .  murder,. 

Sending  torpedo  box,.  • ,. .  •  • .. 

Pickpockets, 

Lfbel, , 

Atx>rtion, 

Assault  with  slung  shot, 

Create  revolt, 

Attempt  jobbery, •••••• 

Obtain'g  letters  false  pretences. 

Mutiny, » 

Cruelty  to  children, 
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1849.   I860.   1861. 
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•-•- 


•  • 
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14 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

9 

17 

1 

•  •  ' 

13 
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Jill  Othen. 

Suborn atlon  peij ury, «««• •«••  2 

Attempt  infanticide, ••«•• • 2 

Detaining  emigrant  baggage, •  • •  •  1 

Body  snatching, *.•  ••  2 

Defrauding  commissioners  of  emigration, • 2 

Personating  an  officer, • • 3 

Destitution, > •.•••••  8 

Gross  indecency, • •  •  • .  4 

Alms  house, •••••,•••.•.••«•••  ••..^^  «•••  1S8 

Discharged  on  examination •.....« I. 2170 

Offences  not  specified, •  • 457 

Misdemeanor, . « ,. « .  •  •  •  3fr 

Sickness, » ^ ^ 7 

Concealment, ...« •  ...«; , ■'     3 

Suspicious  person, • •  •  • 1 

Malicious  trespass,  •..  • • .••..••••...•  6 
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Sellhig nnwholesome  meat, ••••.•••  3 

Peddling  without  license, •  1 

Opening  letters, « ••  • • •  • ; '2 

Fugitive  from  servicei*... I 

Bribery, 1 

Foreign  conyicts, .  •  •  .* •..•••... •.••••..•.  S7 

Fugitive  from  justice, ,  •  •  • .  16 

Escaped  convicts, • •  •  • •  •  S6 

» 

Gambling, • 8 

Deserting  seamen, 25 

Deserting  soldiers, ^ 1 

Rescuing  prisoners  and  resisting  officers, .  •  • 8 

These  statistics  present  many  interesting  facts  in  (elation  to 
the  progress  of  crime.  The  first  we  shall  notice  is  that  in  the 
city  of  New.- York,  since  1848,  disorderly  conduct  in  almost  every 
instance,  the  result  of  rum,  has  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of 
temperance  and  philanthropy,  increased  from  703  to  2,660  or  278 
per  cent.,  that  intoxication  has  increased  about  75  per  cent.,  and 
the  two  together  from  5,579  to  11,280.  It  appears,  further,  that 
crimes  against  property  have  increased  only  about  50  per  cent. ; 
while  crimes  against  the  person  have  increased  129  per  cent,  or 
from  1 ,3U0  in  1848,  to  2,920  in  1 852.  An  alarming  feature  of  this 
truly  appalling  fact  is,  that  the  increase  seems  to  be  regular  year, 
by  year. 

Another  cause  of  alarm  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  in- 
crease- has  been  greatest  in  the  highest  crimes.  Thus  we  find 
under  the  head  assault  to  kill,  25  in  1848, 13  in  1849,  58  in  1850, 
61  in  1851,  and  76  in  1853,  or  an  increase  of  over  200  per  cent, 
in  five  years.  In  1848,  there  were  nine  murders  only,  in  1849, 
9,  in  1850, 15,  in  1851,  21,  and  in  1852,  56,  or  an  increase  of 
more  than  five  hundred  per  cent,  in  five  years.  This  rapid  and 
'fearful  increase  in  the  most  heinous  crimes,  demands  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  statesman,  the  philanthn  pist,  and  the  Chris- 
tian. To  what  can  it  be  attributed ;  will  the  fact  that  90  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number  committed  to  the  prison  during  the 
past  year  were  intemperate,  satisfactorily  explain  it  1 
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The  following  table  represents  the  prognm  of  those  crhnes, 
whioh  are  almost  entirely  the  result  of -ram  aellitigi  yiz.^  iatoxi- 
cation,  disorderly  eondact,  and  yagrancy : 

1848. 
Intoxication, . .  • .  •  4|89& 
Disorderly  conduct  702 
Vagrancy  •• 1,855 


1849. 

1850. 

1851. 

1852. 

6,505 

7,246 

7,691 

8,624 

1^^ 

2,723 

2,214 

2,660 

2,172 

3,352 

3,530 

5,193 

Total 7,450        9,960      13,221      13,435      16,477 
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PBISOH  DISCIPLINE. 

The  embarrassments  growing  out  of  our  recent  contest  with  the 
^fitate  Prison  Inspectors,  and  the  fact  already  alluded  to,  that 
.the  Legislature  in  imposing  upon  *us  the  duty  of  examination 
^and  inspection,  appropriated  no  funds  for  its  accemplisbment, 
has  prevented  the  Committee  on  Prison  IMscipline,  from  render- 
ing those  active  services  to  the  cause  in  which  it  is*  engaged 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  it  would  have  felt  it  a  privi- 
lege and  a  dut^  to  have  performed ;  nor  are  our  relations  with  the 
Inspectors  such  at  present,  that  we  should  be  permitted  to  exer- 
cise th(e  full  power  conferred  upon  us  by  the  6th  section  of  the 
eleventh  article  of  our  charter,  which  is  in  the  following  words : 
The  said  Executive  Committee,  as  they  shall  from  time  to  lime 
appoint,  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  visit, 

*  inspect,  lind  examine  all  the  prisons  in  the  State,  andf  annually 
'i^p<»rtto  the  Le|;is9at<tre  their  staite  tod  condition,  and  all  such 

'^'bther' thini^d  In  Regard  to  them,  as  iba^  enable  the  Legislature  to 

-  )»erfect  their  government  and  discipline ;  arid  to  enable  them  to 

-  *i^ecute  the  powers,  and  perform  the  duties  hereby  granted,  they 
'  shall  ^(kissess  all  the*pdwers  and  authority  that  by  the  24th  section 

of  title  l8t,  chapter  3,  part  fourth,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  are 

vested  in  the  inspectors  of  county  prisons ;  and  the  duties  of  the 

'keepers  of  each  prison,  that  they  may  examine,*  shall  be  the 

*llame  iri  relation  to  tliem,  as  In  the  section  aforesaid,  are  imposed 

on  the '  keepers  of  such  prisons,  in  relation  to  the  inspectors 

thereof;  which  Section  is  in  words  as  follows,  tiz. :  24.  Itshal^ 

Jbe  the  duty  of  the  keepers  of  each  of  iTie  ^«t\d  ^tisons^  to  admit 

Ibe  said  Inspectors,  or  any  one  of  them  into  ^N«rj  ^^\.  ol  %\i€ti 


NovlOS.]  23 

prison,  to  exhibit  to  them  on  Remand  til  the  books,  papers,  docu- 
ments, and  accounts  pertaixung  to  the  prison,  or  to  the  persons 
confined  therein,  and  to  rend^  them  every  facility  in  their  power 
to  epable  them  to  discharge  the  duties  above  piescribed ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  ob^ining  the  necessary  information,  to  enable  them  to 
make  such  reports  as  is  above  required,  the  saidj  inspectors  shall 
have  power  to  examine  on  oath,  to  be  administered  by  either  of 
said  inspectors,  any  of  the  officers  of  the  said  prisons,  and  to  con- 
.verse  with  any  of  the  prisoners  confined  therein,  without  the  pre* 
aence  of  the  keepers  thereol^  or  any  one  of  them.    The  Legislature, 
<aware  of  the  importance  and  the  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  conferred  upon  the  Association,  granted  almost 
lUnlimited  powers  of  inspection,  not  only  of  our  State,  but  our 
county  prisons.    These  powers  the    Association   exercised   for 
aearly  two  years,  without  other  injury  to  the  prisons,  than  the 
exposition  of  several  cases  of  undue  severity  on  the  part  of  the 
officers ;  the  frequent  supply^of  unsound  food,  a  gross  negligence 
In  regard  to  articles  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Institutions. 
These  examinations,  had  they  been  continued,  must  have  led  to  a 
more  careful  and  honest  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed,  and 
would  have  undoubtedly  tended  materially  to  a  higher  discipline, 
and  a  more  conscientious  discharge  of  duties. 

• 

Tht  Douche  and  the  Yoke  om  instruments  of  Pynishment, 

The  cat  was,  formerly,  almost  the  only  instrument  of  terror, 
and  torture,  used  in  our  prisons  to  insure  order  and  subdue  the 
refractory.  It  was  in  daily  requisition ;  and,  ten  years  ago,  twelve 
hundred  lashes  a  month  was  no  uncommon  occurrence.  Since 
1847,  its  use  has  been  prohibited,  but  hoping  to  evade  the  law, 
and  still  gratify  the  same  evil  propensities,  those  monster  instru- 
ments of  torture,  the  douche  and  the  yoke,  have  been  introduced. 
These,  we  are  happy  to  say,  are  alike  prohibited  by  law ;  and  it 
is  some  consolation  to  know  that  every  prison  keeper,  who  inflicts 
either  punishment  on  a  convict,  may  be  prosecuted  when  that 
convict  regains  his  liberty ;  and  it  is  fortunate  for  prison  keepers 
that  when  convicts  are  liberated  they  generally  feel  too  grateful 
for  their  liberty,  to  harbor  feelings  of  resentment,  or  are  too  des- 
titute of  iiitnda  or  means  to  prpsecute.  Even  it  \3Eie^  ^o^jtc^^^c^i^^^ 
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their  oaths  will  not  be  taken  in  a  court  of  justice,  and,  perhaps, 
every  witness,  but  the  parties  themselves,  is  in  a  like  position ;  So 
that  they  have  but  little  hope  of  redress.  But  allowing  some  of 
them  not  only  the  opportunity,  bat  the  efjoyment  of  redress, 

'  what  becomes  of  that  long  catalogue  of  insanity  and  death,  which 
Is  produced  directly  by  this  treatment  ?  Hear  what  the  physician 
at  Auburn  says  of  the  douche : — <^I  am  an  advocate  for  cold 
water,  if  properly  applied,  but  to  confine  a  convict  in  the  stocks 
tight  and  firm,  with  his  head  thrown  back,  and  then  douche  the 
water  upon  him,  is  decidedly  more  dangerous  and  evil  than  the 
.eat    The  muscles,  involuntarily,  shrink  upon  the  application  of 

i  cold.  But  here  they  must  bear  the  shock,  in  all  its  severity. 
The  first  effect  is  strangulation,  to  a  most  painful  degree.  The 
next  is  aberration  of 'mind,  convulsions,  congestion  of  the  brain, 
liver  and  bowels.  The  blood,  recedingfrom  the  8urface,is  thrown 
auddenly  and  violently  upon  the  organs,  and,  the  above  result  is 
inevitable."  Dr.  Fosgate  bears  testimony,  in  his  examination  by 
the  legislative  committee,  to  the  same  fa^ts  in  still  stronger  lan- 
guage :  ^To  convey  a  just  idea  of  the  shower  bath  as  a  means  of 
punishment,  as  well  as  to  disabuse  the  community  in  regard  to  it, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  describe  as  well  as  may  be,  the  instrument 
itself,  so  that  it  can  be  compared  with  the  bath  in  common  use  as 
a  means  of  luxury.  The  form  of  the  machine  is  that  of  the  com- 
mon stocks,  with  a  reservoir  of  water  above  it,  having  a  head  fif- 
ty-four inches,  measuring  from  the  surface  of  the  water  to  the 
perforated  plate  at  the  end  of  the  discharging  tube.  The  offen- 
der, being  stripped  of  his  clothing,  is  placed  in  a  sitting  posture 
in  the  stocks,  Avith  feet  and  hands  securely  fastened,  and  his  head 
contained  in  a  Sort  of  hopper,  the  bottom  of  which  encircles  his 
neck  SO  closely  that  the  water  will  not  run  off  as  fast  as  it  can  be 
let  on,  the  water  being  under  the  control  of  the  keeper  by  means 
of  a  chord  attached  to  a  valve  in  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir. — 
From  the  perforated  plate  the  water  falls  about  eighteen  inches, 
when  it  strikes  the  head  of  the  convict,  immovably  fixed,  thence 
passing  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body. .  When  the  reservoir 
is  full,  the  force  of  the  blow  upon  the  head  is  nearly  equal  to  a 
column  of  water  seventy-two  inches  in  height.  This  force  is 
somewhat  reduced  by  the  intervention  of  the  perforated  plate,  a 

late  modl&cation  in  the  instrument.    To  l^ie  m^c\\wAft^  ^\i^  cal- 
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dilates  the  inflaenee  of  mere  matter  upon  matter,  the  power  of 
this  column  of  water  must  possess  considerable  importance.  But 
to  the  physiologist,  who  can  alone  judge  with  any  degree  of  cor- 
rectness of  the  influence  of  a  stream,  generally  at  32  Fahrenheit, 
Iklling  upon  the  head  and  thence  covering  the  whole  body,  the 
soffering  induced,  and  danger  incurred  must  appear  momentous 
In  the  extreme,  as  the  following  examples  illustrate.  Convict 
number  5066,  aged  about  thirty  years,  of  sanguine  nervous  tem- 
perament, was  brought  to  the  hospital  in  a  perfectly  unconscious 
state,  and  with  convulsive  twitchings  of  the  muscles.  His  mouth 
filled  with  frothy  saliva,  no  perceptible  pulsations  in  the  radical 
artery,  but  little  external  heat,  and  very  imperfect  respiration. 
He  had  been  showered,  as  I  was  credibly  informed,  with*  about 
two  pails  of  cold  water.  His  body  was  rubbed  with  stimulants 
and  warmly  covered  with  blankets.  In  about  two  hours  deglu- 
tition was  partially  restored,  when  brandy,  and  other  stimulants', 
were  administered.  In  four  hours,  after  entering  the  hospital, 
his  consciousness  returned.  This  individual  was  so  nearly  des- 
troyed that  he  had  passed  into  that  calm,  quiet,  mental  state  that 
immediately  precedes  death  by  drowning.  He  said  that  at  last 
he  had  the  delightful  sensation  of  sailing,  and  then  it  was  all 
over.  He  suffered  from  cramps,  in  his  lower  extremities^  for 
about  three  months  after. 

<^Convict  number  4959,  was  showered  previous  to  my  connec- 
tion with  the  prison.  He  told  me  that,  while  in  the  stocks,  ^'his 
head  ached  as  though  it  would  certainly  split  open,  when,  all  at 
once,  it  suddenly  stopped,  and  he  felt  no  more  pain."  He  came 
out  of  the  stocks  an  Insane  man,  hopelessly  incurable, ^though,  at 
times,  he  converses  understandingly  about  the  punishment. 

"Convict  number  5669,  was  showered  with  six  pails  of  water, 
discharged  on  his  head,  in  a  half  inch  stream.  Shortly  after  he 
fell  into  convulsions,  from  which  he  emerged  with  a  mind  totally 
destroyed.  He  was  pardoned  in  about  three  months  afterwards, 
and  a  report  subsequently  reached  the  prison,  that  he  did  not 
long  survive. 

"The  kind  of  punishment  next  in  frequency,  inflicted  in  this 
prison^  Is  yoking.    The  yoke  is  formed  of  a  &al\>at  ol  Vt^\i^Vi\iX 
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or  five  inches  wide,  and  from  five  to  six  feet  in  length,  with  a 
moveable  staple  in  the  centre  to  encircle  the  neck«  and  a  smaller 
one  at  each  end  to  surround  the  wrists.  All  these  staples  are.so 
arranged  that  by  turning  screws  on  their  protruding  ends,  oa  the 
back  of  the  iron  bar,  they  can  be  tightened  to  .any  degree  deemed 
expedient.  The  weight  of  the  lightest  yoke  is  thirty  four  pounds 
avoirdupois,  and  some  of  them,  I  believe,  weigh  forty.  The  priji-  > 
cipal  objection  .to  this  pimishment  is,  that  the  yoke  bears  too  heav- 
ily on  the  cervical  vertebra.  Most  persons  are  aware  of  the  un- 
pleasant, and  in  fact  unsupportable  sensation  produced  even  by 
the  weight  of  the  unbuttoned  coat  and  vest  pressing  uppn  the 
back  of  the  neck.  Under  the  weight  of  this  instrument,  the  con- 
vict cannot  retain  the  erect  posture  for  even  a  few  minutes  conse- 
cutively, but  is  forced  to  bend  forward  in  his  continual  writhing, 
which  brings  the  entire  weight  of  the  bar  upon  the  lower  cervical 
vertebra.  The  arms  are  generally  stretched  to  their  full  length, 
and  from  steady  tension  of  the  nerves,  are  benumbed  while  the 
hands  turn  purple,  and  at  times  become  much  swollen.  In  sev- 
eral instances  I  have  placed  my  fingers  beneath  the  yoke,  and 
found  the  pressure  so  great  that  it  was  actually  painful  to  me. 
Both  as  an  instrument  of  torture  and  of  death,  it  is,  confessedly, 
more  dangerous  in  the  hands  of  uneducated  men,  than  the  lash. 
Unlike  those  beasts  of  prey,  whose  appetites  are  whetted  by  the 
smell  of  blood,  man  generally  recoils  from  its  sight.  So  that,  as 
the  lacerated  backs  of  the  convicts  begin  to  drip  with  gore,  his 
heated  passions  begin  to  subside,  «nd  further  cruelty  be  thus  ar- 
rested. 

^^The  doubhe  and  the  yoke  possess  not  even  such  doubtful  ad- 
vantage, and  should  at  once  be  forbid  by  law.  The  Executive  of 
the  State  has  already,  officially,  declared  that  there  is  no  law  for 
their  use,  but,  notwithstanding  this,  the  yoke  and  the  douche  are 
ever  ready  instruments  of  punishment  and  torture,  in  all  our  State 
Prisons.  We  migb  t  tolerate,  perhaps  excuse  such  violations  of  the 
law  if  they  subserved  any  good  purpose,  but  experience  daily 
teaches  us  that  if  not  entirely  useless,  they  are,  at  least,  of  doubt- 
ful efficacy.  The  experience  of  the  State  Prison  of  Maine,  is  to 
the  point.  That  institution  was  governed,  for  twenty  months, 
without  any  other  punishment  than  solitary  confinement,  with  an 
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^vrenge  In&B  df  ^wo  sod  a  half  days  fo  tach  oonrfet,  ahd>  durfaig 
'  <he  past  year,  llie^al*dM'Btate8that  the  punishments  have  not 
«Yeraged  the  loss  of  one  di(y  to  eachptisoner^  and  still  it  is  con- 
ceived by  all  that  the  discipline  never  "vt as  better.  Under  th&e 
eirramstaDces  we  invite  particular  attention  to  this  subject,  and 
ask  the  passage  of  a  law  restraining  the  use  of  the  yoke,  the 
<<douehe,  or  any  other  punishment  except  solitary  confinement  oh 
-faread  and  water, -and  thus  the  number  of  punishments  and  the 
duration  of  each  ^hall'be  pnblishedy  annually,  under  oath  of  the 
Warden,  in  his  annual  rep^tt. 

^n^NESSES. 

(We  have  so  oftenrtsalled  tiie  attention  of  the  Legislaiture  to  the 
consideration  of  this  sulrjeet,  that  we  do  it  on  the  present  occasion 
'0Ven  at  the  risk  of  being  consideredimportunate.    We  should 
not,  however,  consider  odrselves  as  faithful  stewards  of  the  trust 
'eonflded  to  us  by  our  charter  did  we  not  struggle  earnestly,  con- 
stantly and  fearlessly,^  to  obtain  those  meliorations  in  our  prison 
aystem  which  an  enlightened  benevolence  and  'a  Just  sense  of  du- 
ty seem  to  require.    In  our  fourth  annual  report  we  directed  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  subject  qf  imprisoning  wit- 
nesses in  the  following  language :    <<  The  moral  right  to  Imprison 
witnesses  is  v^iry  questionable.    Their  testimony  maybe  required, 
'  smd-  it  is  their  duty  to  give  it-  when  called  on ;  but  until  they  re- 
fuse  to  give  it  they  are  entitled  to  their  lUbecty.    The  law  pro- 
orides  that  witnesses 'tiott  riesidingin  theohy/may  be  examtned.de 
bene  esse  and  discharged.    The  question  arises,  therefore,  only  in 
relation  to  our  own  citizens,  and  as  to  them  the  statute  gives  the 
magistrate  the  powei),  if  he  is  satisfied  by  the  proof,  that  there  is 
reason  to  bt- lieve  that  they  will  not  appear  at  the  trial,  to  require 
-<  their  recognizances,  with  such  sureties  as  he  shall  deem  meet, 
or  to  commit  them.'    But  the  law  has  no  right  to  presume  that  a 
'inan  will  not  do  his  duty  before  he  has  reftised  to  do  it.    The  true 
presumption  is  the  other  way,  and  it  is  unjust  to  make  a  man  suf- 
fer upon  a  belief  that  otherwise  he  will  not  do  what  he  ought. 
'  But  no  such  consideration  is  necessary.    It  is  as  easy  to  examine 
0&e  of  our  own  citizens  de  bene  esse  as  any  other  person ;  and  if 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  he  will  not  be  fbtW^iiiVc^l  ^^  ^^ 
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trial,  this  coane  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  a  legislative  enaotment 
should  make  it  obligatory  upou  the  District  Attorney.  The  at- 
tention of  our  agent  hds  been,  within  a  few  days,  particularly 
called  to  this  subject  by  a  case  that  occurred  at  the  city  prison. 
A  woman  had  been  induced  to  purchase  what  is  called  a  lottery 
Ik)Iicy,  under  which  she  was: cheated.  Smarting  under  her  losses 
she  applied  to  the  police.  A  warrant  was  issued,  the  peltjy  deal- 
er arrested  and  brought  to  the  city  prison,  examined,  lutid  held  to 
bail,  which  he  procured,  and  was  set  at  liberty.  The  ii^jured  wit- 
ness who  came  for  redress,  was  also  held  to  bail  for  her  appear- 
ance to  prosecute,  but  not  having  amassed  wealth  by  crime,  she 
was  not  as  fortunate  as  the  accused  in  finding  a  friend  to  bail  her, 
and  she  was  cast  into  prison  and  made  to  expiate  the  crime  of 
daring  to  enforce  a  law  of  the  State  by  an  imprisonment  of  57 
days.  At  the  end  of  this  time  the  trial  of  the  policy  dealer  came 
on.  He  confessed  his  guilt,  was  fined  |10,  which  he  Lomediately 
paid,  «ud  was  discharged.  The  law  having  no  further  use  for 
the  poor  woman,  she  also  was  discharged,  but  without  one  cent 
compensation  for  her  loss  of  time  and  the  derangement  of  her  af- 
fiurs,  and  probably  taught  by  her  sufferings  never  again  to  seek 
redress  from  t|ie  law  on  a  similar  occasion." 

Is  there  no  remedy  for  this  perversion  of  legislation  7  Must  the 
accuser  thus  suffer  for  the  criminal '?  Shall  the  unwholesome 
operations  of  the  law  be  thus  converted  into  instruments  of  tor- 
ture to  those  whom  they  were  intended  to  protect  1  This  is  by  no 
means  a  solitary  example.  The  evil  is  so  common  that  it  has 
passed  into  a  proverb,  that  a  rich  policy,  dealer  or  gaml>ler  can- 
not be  convicted. 

PINES. 

The  subject  of  fines  as  a  part  of  criminal  sentences,  was  also 
presented  in  our  fourth  report  in  the  following  language  :  We 
feel  it  a  duty,  at  this  time  more  particularly,  to  urge  legislative 
attention  to  the  subject  of  fines  as  a  part  of  criminal  sentences. 
The  law  as  it  now  stands,  operates  most  oppressively  and  injuri- 
ously upon  the  poor  man,  subjectiHg  him  to  protracted  periods  of 
imprisonment^  and  perhaps  a  family  to  "naut  and  suffering,  while 


the  rich  man,  who  has  no  claims  npon  his  daily  exertions,  may 
bay  his  liberty  at  once.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  to  be  the  dic- 
tate both  of  justice  and  humanity  to  provide  for  the  poor  some 
means  of  escape  from  the  severity  of  this  sentence  other  than  the 
discretionary  power  of  judges  who  are  liable  to  the  same  frail  ties, 
and  are  influenced  by  the  passions  ainl  feelings  with  other  men. 
No  plan,  perhaps,  can  be  suggested  which  will  more  e£fectually 
and  more  satisfactorily  answer  this  object  than  affixing  to  every 
day's  imprisonment  a  determinate  value,  and  makiug  it  an  equiva- 
lent for  a  part  of  the  fine,  and  thus  prescribing  the  term  of  im- 
prisonment in  case  of  inability  to  pay,  and,  at  the  same  time,  af- 
fording an  opportunity  to  those  more  fortunate  to  regain  their 
liberty  at  once.  The  attention  of  our  agent  is  frequently  called 
to  cases  of  protracted  imprisonment  on  account  of  fines  of  a  very 
trifling  character,  which,  bad  the  individual  been  rich  or  had 
wealthy  friends,  would  have  been  settled  at  once,  but  on  account 
of  the  limited  means  of  the  individual .  are  continued  until  the 
time  spent  in  prison  becomes  a  very  serious  loss.  Instances  are 
reported  of  eight  or  ten  weeks  im|>risonment  for  the  paltry  sum 
ot  five  dollars ;  and  almost  constantly  cases  occur  in  which  fines 
of  ten  or  fifteen  dollars  only  are  satisfied  by  an  imprisonment  of 
five  and  six  weeks. 

DISTRICT  PRISONS. 

In  our  third  report  we  urged  the  establishment  of  district 
prisons  in  the  following  language: 

<'  If  we  may  ever  hope  to  reform  criminals,  it  certainly  must 
be  at  that  period  when,  with  trembling  footsteps,  they  first  enter 
the  paths  of  transgression.  Then  it  is  that  advice,  reproof,  ad- 
monition, and  reflection  may  produce  their  Intended  results. 
Then,  and  for  such,  it  is  that  our  prisons  should  have  a  perfect 
organization.  The  general  principles  of  such  an  organization 
may  be  easily  pointed  out ;  but  in  the  details  and  management 
there  are  greater  difficulties.  One  thing  appears  to  us  evident : 
that  our  county  prisons  never  can  be  what  society  demands  until 
they  afford  opportunities  of  instruction,  reflection,  the  inculcation 
of  religious  principles  and  the  formation  of  haUl%  ot  VcAxx^Xrj . 
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The  small  namber  of  ooavicts,  however,  in  mosttif  our  ooimty 
Jailft  precludes  the  possibility  of  introducing  sucoessAilIy  into 
these  prisons  any  of  those  necessary  requisitions;  it  has^  there- 
fore, suggested  itself  to  us  whether  the  laws  in  relation  to  county 
prisons  might  not  be  so  modified  as  to  divide  the  State  into  seve- 
ral penal  districts,  acoordingto  its  population,  in  a  central  position 
in  each  of  which  a  piison  should  be  erected  after  the  most 
approved  plan,  in  which  labor,  instruction,  and  all  the  applianoes 
for  health  and  reformation  should  be  introduced.  This,  we 
believe,  might  "be  effbcted  without  (when  the  labor  of  the  convict 
is  taken  into  consideration)  any  considerable  increase  of  expense, 
and  even  should  the  expense  be  increased,  reformation  is  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  sacrificed  to  a  paltry  consideration  of 
dollars  and  ceiits." 

Every  day's  experience  has  confirmed  the  opinion  thus  express- 
ed, and  though  at  that  period  the  idea  had  never  been  practically 
illustrated^  we  are  now  happy  to  learn  that  Albany  and  the 
adjoining  counties  have  thus  united,  and  that  the  Albany  Peniten- 
tiary has  been  conducted  on  this  plan  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years  with  the  most  eminent  success ;  not  only  is  it  one  ot  the 
best  ordered  prisons  in  the  United  States,  but  it  is  also  one  of 
the  most  productive,  when  the  character  of  its  population  and  the 
terms  of  sentence  are  taken  into  consideration.  From  the  last 
report  of  that  institution,  we  learn  that  during  the  preceding 
year  it  not  only  paid  its  expences,  but  earned,  over  and  above 
expenses^  the  handsome  sum  of  11,013.07.  The  inspectors,  after^ 
announcing  this  fact,  remark,  ^^  that  it  chall^ges  admiration^  and 
niore  than  thisy  a  competitor,'*^  If  the  Legislature  would  adopt 
this  policy  for  the  State,  and  divide  it  into  ten  or  more  districts, 
in  which  a  central  prison  should  be  erected  after  the  most  ap- 
proved models,  and  order  that  all  prisoners  sentenced  to  morQ 
than  ten  days  imprisonment  should  be  there  sent,  we  have  no 
doubt  but  the  several  coui^ties  of  (he  State  would  be  entirely 
relieved  from  the  support  of  adjudged  crime,  and  the  number  of 
crimes  be  materially  diminished.  The  experience  of  Albany  couur 
ty  in  this  particular  is  so  satisfactory  and  encouraging  that  it  her 
comes  a  duty  for  this  Association  to  urge  its'consideration  upon  the 


No.  108.]'  31 

Hegislattire  in  the  strongest  manner,  not  merely  as  an  important 
suggestion,  but  as  an  accomplished  fact.  The  establishment  of 
district  prisons,  as  thus  recommended,  would  afford  ample  oppor^ 
tunities  for  making  our  houses  of  detention  completely  separate 
prisons,  where  no  two  individuals  under  arrest  could  ever  see  or 
converse  together.  Is  it  not  time  that  so  important  a  feature  in 
prison  discipline  should  be  not  only  recommended  on  our  statiit^ 
book,  but  absolutely  enforced  in  practice.  A  vast  responsibility- 
rests  with  our  law  makers,  and  they  should  see  to  it  that*  the 
hundreds  of  youths  that  are  every  year  incarcerated  are  no  lodger 
exposed  to  the  corrupting  influences  of  congregate  imprisonment. 

DETENTION  FOB  TRIAL. 

The  good  order  and  well  being  of  the  community  may  require 
that  individuals  under  suspicious  circumstances,  shall  be  arrested 
and  detained  until  an  investigation  as  to  their  guilt  or  innocence 
can  be  had,  and  in  case  of  proved  guilt,  this  preliminary  confine- 
ment becomes  very  justly  a  part  of  the  punishment,  but  when  the 
individual  is  proved  Innocent,  it  seems  an  extremely  hard  case 
that  he  should  have  his  character  injured  by  groundless  suspi- 
cions, be  thrown  out  of  his  business,  subjected  to  personal  ex- 
penses, and  shut  up  in  prison,  leaving  his  family  to  provide  for 
itself,  or  to  suffer  the  pangs  or  miseries  of  starvation,  and  then 
after  six  or  perhaps  eight  weeks  of  confinement,  turned  a  beggar 
upon  the  world,  not  from  atiy  fault  of  his  perhaps,  but  some  for- 
tuitous circumstances  over  which  he  had  no  control.  We  have 
on  former  occasions  directed  attentipn  to  this  subject,  but  it  has 
been  mote  forcibly  brought  home  to  our  attention,  by  the  appli- 
cation of  a  poor  colored  man,  whose  family  had  been  turned 
into  the  street,  and  the  savings  of  years  exhausted,  in  the  attempt 
to  provide  counsel  for  him  and  his  son,  while  in  prison,  and  to 
support  the  family,  while  those  on  whom  they  depended  foi*  sup- 
port, were  locked  up  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  This  man  and 
his  son  had  been  detained  five  weeks  when,  after  an  investigation 
of  their  charge,  they  were  honorably  discharged.  Who  pays  for 
their  loss  of  character — their  loss  of  time,  and  of  money  1  One 
would  suppose  it  to  be  a  sufficient  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  society, 
for  an  innocent  man  to  be  Inearcerated  for  so  \ovl%  a  iVtne^  t.N^xi\l 
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he  was  pail  the  ordinary  price  of  a  day's  labor,  but  to  compel 
him  to  suffer  the  loss  of  liberty,  and  the  loss  of  money  at  the  same 
time,  is  a  sacrifice  too  great  to  be  borne,  patiently.  This  detention 
fdlls  almost  exclusively,  where  it  is  the  least  able  to  be  borne.  It 
is  the  poor  man  suffers.  He  it  is  that  is  made  to  pay  the  tax  for 
tVc  security  of  the  rich  man's  property.  The  rich  can  at  any 
time  provide  bail,  and  are  therefore  never  the  sufferers.  Shall 
not  some  provision  be  made,  which  shall  protect  the  innocent 
poor  man  while  under  arrest. 

PRISON  ARCHITECTURE. 

We  ask  attention  to  the  following  extract,  from  the  appendix 
to  our  fifth  report,  as  presenting  important  suggestions  for  the 
improvement  of  prison  architecture,  and  especially  for  the  con- 
struction of  prisons,  with  a  view  to  classification.  We  propose 
that  our  prisons  should  in  future  be  constructed  on  the  radiating 
plan,  so  that  each  wing  shall  diverge  from  and  open  into  a  com- 
mon centre^  which,  if  kept  in  view  in  regulating  the  internal  con- 
struction of  the  building,  becomes  a  point  9f  observation,  com- 
manding a  view  of  the  whole,  and  from  which  access  in  all  direc- 
tions is  afforded.  The  wings  may  vary  in  number,  from  two  to 
six — four,  perhaps,  would  be  a  better  limit,  and  may  be  con- 
structed from  two  to  four  stories  high.  These  wings  shall  in  part 
be  adapted  to  separate,  and  in  part  to  congregate  government, 
excepting  in  houses  of  detention,  where  entire  separation  is  in  our 
opinion,  alone  admissible.  The  centre  building,  besides  serving 
as  a  point  of  access  and  observatory,  should  provide  accommoda- 
tions underneath  for  a  kitchen,  and  overhead  for  a  hospital.  The 
ground  underneath  the  central  building  should  be  deeply  excava- 
ted, and  such  excavation  should  extend  to  a  considerable  distance 
over  the  adjoining  grounds,  and  adjacent  to  each  wing,  to  give 
air  and  light  to  the  basament ;  better  perhaps  to  have  the  base- 
ment entirely  above  ground.  The  arrangements  for  the  basement 
of  the  prison  should  be  such  as  to  provide  bath  rooms,  cleansing 
rooms,  store-rooms,  &c.,  as  well  as  the  most  ample  accommoda- 
tions for  cooking,  and  the  easiest  method  of  distributing  the  food 
to  the  different  portions  of  the  prison  in  which  it  is  required. 
The  kitchen  should  be  immediately  connected  with  the  stote- 
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looms,  bathingi  and  reception  cells,  wash  room,  clothes  lopm, 
drying  ropmus^  coal  bins,  heating  a^^paratus,  &c.}  &c.,  so  as  to 
ecoaqmlse  the  labor  and  fuel  of  the  establishment.  The  wings 
are  to  be  constructed,  so  as  to  permit  a  general  inspection  and 
snpeirision  of  the  whole  building  from  one  point,  embracing  not 
only  the  cells,  but  tl:e  dining  hall,  workshops,  and  perhapfl^. 
chapel ;  for  this  purpose,  on  each  side  of  each  corridor  near  th^ 
eeutial  observatory,  tables  and  seats  are  to  be  provided  for  feed-, 
ing  the  prisoners ;  beyond  these  are  the  cells  opening  inv^ards  tOr, 
wards  a  central  hall,  apd  in  the  congf^ate  portiojQ  of  the  prisop^ 
beiyond  the  cells,  the  workshops  are  placed.  The  cells  a^e  to  be 
made  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  separate  cpnfinement,  if  it 
should  be  deemed  advisable,  to  introduce  it  now;  or  to  fall  bacj|( 
on  it  at  some  future  period,  and  by  a  division  when  it  becomef. 
necessary,  effected  by  the  means  of  corrugated  iron  plates,  as  in. 
Portliind  prison,  England,  or  by  a  temporary  bric;]^  wall,  they  cap 
each  be  divided  at  trifling  e&pense  into  two  cells  of  ample  capadtj 
for  congregate  imprisonment. . 

These  are  each  supplied  with  water  and  all  necessary  appli- 
ances ;  to  be  lighted  by  two  windows,  and  heated  by  warm  air 
thrown  in  at  the  top  of  the  room  and  drawn  off  at  the  bottom. 
It  is  proposed  to  introduce  the  Pentonville  method  of  warming 
and  ventilating,  with  such  improvements  as  experience  has  sug-* 
gested.  The  part  of  the  wing  beyond  the  cells  in  which  the  work 
shops  are  to  be  placed,  is  to  be  completely  floored  over,  and 
divided  in  the  centre  by  a  board  partition,  about  five  feet  hig^, 
running /rom  the  point  nearest  the  cells  back  towards  the  wall,' 
leaving  between  it  and  th^  wall  sufficient  space  for  the  desk  and 
seat  and  keeper  in  charge,  and  the  whole  to  be  enclosed  from  the 
otlier  parts  of  the  wing  by  glass  doors,  which  can  be  opened  oi; 
closed  at  pleasure,  thus  shutting  off  the  noise,  but  allowing  a 
central  inspection.  The  windows  in  the  work  shops  must  be 
large,  admitting  both  light  and  air,  but  protected  by  gratings,  and 
in  front  of  the  work  shops  there  must  be  a  tackle  and  fall,  }>j 
which  the  raw  material  or  manufactured  goods  can  b^  i:9ised  from 

* 

or  lowered  to  the  store-rooms  in  the  basement,  as  may  be  required. 
At  the  hours  for  eating,  the  prisoners,  at  a  given  signal  in  each 
work  shop^  quit  their  employment  apd  march  aloTV]^  Wi^  wttv^sst. 
[Assembly,  No.  109.]  3 
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in  Mngle  file  to  the  dumb  waiter  on  their  gallery,  where  they  find 
a  server,  with  their  plates,  knives  and  forks,  spoons,  pepper,  salt, 
vinegar,  &c.,  which  they  carry  to  their  seats,  eat  what  thej 
ehoose,  and,  after  sufficient  time,  another  signal  is  given,  when 
the  prisoners  rise,  and,  in  reversed  order,  carry  their  servers,  con- 
taining their  plates,  &c.,  and  re-deposit  them  on  the  waiter,  then 
wheel  and  pass  along  the  gallery,  back  again  to  the  work  shops. 
In  this  manner  no  time  is  lost,  either  in  setting  or  clearing  away 
the  table,  and  no  persons  engaged  especially  for  that  business.  In 
the  wings,  which  are  devoted  to  separate  confinement,  the  hall 
and  galleries  run  the  whole  length  of  the  wi^g,  as  will  be  seen  in 
the  diagram,  and  the  whole  of  it  will  be  occupied  by  cells,  and 
the  prisoners,  instead  of  feeding  together,  will  be  supplied  from 
thedumb  waiter  with  their  servers  by  a  person  or  per8on»<tx- 
pressly  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  they  will,  in  a  similar  man^ 
ner,  be  supplied  with  raw  material  for  their  work,  &c.  In  the 
central  observatory  there  will  be  an  elevated  platform,  of  greater 
or  less  height,  according  to  the  height  of  the  wing,  in  which  will 
be  a  stand  point  of  observation,  at  which  all  the  prisoners  can  be 
seen  by  simply  turning  the  head.  This  may  also  be  used  as  a 
position  from  which  the  prisoners  may  he  addressed  while  at 
their  meals.  The  hospital  of  the  prison  is  placed  in  an  additional 
story,  directly  over  this  part  of  the  building,  and  is  intended  to 
occupy  the  entire  floor  of  the  upper  part.  It  will  have  two  en- 
trances from  nearly  opposite  wings,  and  will  be  so  arranged  as  to 
have  each  bed  separated,  by  a  partition,  from  every  other,  so  as 
to  offer  a  distinct  room  for  each  patient,  looking  into  the  centre 
ot  the  building  through  a  grated  door,  controlled  by  the  attend- 
aqts.  The  centre  room  is  provided  with  a  light  in  the  dome,  and 
each  bed-room  is  to  have  a  small  window  for  ventilation.    A 

• 

chapel,  for  those  in  separate  confinement,  may  be  constructed  by 
a  prolongation  of  the  hospital  over  one  of  the  wings,  and  so 
arranged  as  to  prevent  prisoners  even  becoming  personally  known 
to  each  other.  This  may  be  done  by  adopting  the  plans  and  pre- 
cautions used  at  Pentonville,  England,  and  if  it  is  desired  to 
assemble  all  the  population  of  the  piison  in  the  chapel  at  the 
same  time,  it  may  be  done  by  providing  separate  and  distinct 
departments  for  each  class.  The  plan,  which  we  herewith  pre- 
'■wii^  ias  not  been  artistically  drawn,  and  '^VW,  \5[iw^fe\ft  ^  but 
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imperfectly  present  oar  idea.    It  can  only  be  considered  as  the 
great  outline  ef  a  plan  which  most  be  filled  up  hereafter. 

The  plan  thus  proposed  possesses  the  advantage,  first,  of  pro- 
viding a  prison  equally  well  calculated  for  either  separate  or 
congregate  imprisonment     It  places  the  -two  systems  in  juxtapo-  , 
sition,  and  enables  us  to  form  an  accurate  comparison  of  their  ^ 
merits.    It  enables  us  to  adopt  or  discard  either,  as  the  one  or 
the  other  shall  be  decided  to  be  superior,  thus  holding  ourselves 
in  a  constant  state  of  progress.    In  proposing  separate  confine-  , 
ment  for  first  sentences,  it  offers  the  most  undoubted  advantages 
of  the  separate  system,  while,  in  retaining  congregate  imprison- 
ment for  a  large  [portion  of  the  inmates,  and  superadding  a  minute 
an4  attainable  classification,  it  presents  the  congregate  system  in 
an  improved  shape.    By  the  means  it  affords  for  dispensing  with 
a  crowd  of  hall  boys  and  waiters,  who  are  at  present  unproducr  , 
tive,  for  increasing  and  equalizing  the  hours  of  labor  during  the  . 
hours  of  labor  during  the  whole  year,  and  for  allowing  the  pro- 
ductive advantages  of  congregation,  it  admits  of  the  greatest^ 
economy  in  its  management.    It  enables  the  prisoners  to  be  con- , 
stantly  engaged,  either  in  work,  study,  instruction,  sleeping,  feed-  ^ 
ing,  or  other  necessary  occupations,  and  thus  preventing  the  . 
ennui  and  the  diseases  created  by  idleness.    In  its  introduction 
of  more  order  and  system— in  its  facility  for  supervision — in  op- 
portunities for  a  complete  and  constant  separation  of  classes — ^in 
its  preventing  the  exposure  of  the  prisoners  to  the  changes  of  the 
weather,  thereby  promoting  health — ^in  its  increased  facilities  for  r 
carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  j»risoners,  (tc  ,  fee,  it  seems  to : 
excel  ail  other  known  plans.    This  is  a  brief  summary  of  thet 
advantages  we  expect  to  derive  f^om  prisons  fashioned  after  the  i 
manner  here  sketched.    If  we  have  succeeded  in  presenting  an  i 
intelUgibie  view  of  our  own  conception,  we  hope  to  have  im-  ^ 
pressed  tiiose  who  may  have  examined  our  plan  with  the  idea ; 
that  it  is,  at  least,  worthy  of  an  experiment,  especially  as  the  f 
experiment  will  cost  but  little,  and  the  prison,  afteiwards,  will  \ 
be  of  the  first  order,  and,  by  a  triflii.g  expense,  may  be  converted  ^ 
into  either  a  congregate  prison  of  the  largest  capacity,  or  into  t 
a  separate  prison,  unsurpassed  in  its  appliances  for  health  and  ^ 
the  ordinary  opetatioDS  of  the  prison.    Tlus  advaxiX;^^^^  ^otda^ 
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tntsty  will  be  sufficient  to  recommend  the  geneml  featnres  of  our 
plan  to  the  authorities  of  those  new  States  where  tbej  are  about 
to  construct  prisons  and  introduce  syslems  of  prison  government^ 
and  to  those  where  prisons  are  already  established,  which  may  be^ 
found  insufficient  in  size,  or  so  dilapidated  by  age  as  to  make  a'' 
netr'erection  desirable.  Prisons  erected  oH  this  plan  will  posscM 
the  important  advantage  of  having  the  convict  in  congregate  ini- 
prlsonment  under  the  constant  watch  and  guardianship  of  the 
keeper.  His  whole  prison  life  will  be  so  adjusted  as  to  be  equi- 
tably distributed  between  labor,  study,  religious  instruction,  out 
door  exercise,  feeding  and  sleeping.  By  the  use  of  the  fat  and 
the'  other  oleaginous  materials,  which  accumulate  from  the  meats 
used  by  the  prisoners,  the  prison  may  be  lighted  at  a  trifling  ex- 
panse, with  gas;  and  as  the  prisoners  never  need,  and,  indeed,  are 
n^ver  expected  to  go  oif  their  galleries,  except  for  yard  exercise, 
tSey  dan  be  mustered  at  the  same  hour  during  all  seasons  of  the 
ySaV,  and  work  the  same  number  of  hours.  Their  hours  of  study", 
a'g^dat  desideratum,  impossible  to  be  attained  under  oidinarj 
q^ems,  caili  al^o  be  equally  Well  arranged,  so  that  the  ooii- 
Ttcts  need  not,^  as  at  present,  be  left,  in  the  wintcfr  season,  mor^ 
i6kh  half  their  time  unemployed,  shut  up  in  a  dark  cell,  Wifli  no 
cite  to  control  them  and  nothing  to  employ  theni. 

STATISTIOS^. 

f 

We  have  in  fi>rmer  reports  directed  attention  to  the  inanner  of 
reporting  prison  statistics,  and  iilthough  some  improvement  haa 
been  made  in  our  own  State  in  thu(  particular,  nevertheless  even 
here  we  are  deficient  in  that  systematic  arrangement  and  minute 
detail  which  gives  such  value  to  European  statistics  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  sections  of  the  law  making  it  obligatory  on  the  several 
offleers  of  the  State  prisons  to  report  annually  the  statistics  of 
their  several  departments  was  drawn  by  this  Association,  and  it 
wWl  supposed  at  the  time,  provided  for  a  complete  uniformity  in 
tli^'  inanner  of  reports,  and  was  sufficiently  explicit  to  leave  no 
tAisbnable  doubt  in  the  minds  of  intelligent  men  of  its  meaning ; 
n^rih^leJti  w6  find  that  almost  every  year  different  facts  are 
presented,  or  the  same  facts  in  such  different  shapes  as  to  render 
tiHem  utterly  worthless  for  the  purpose  of  coDparison.    Scm^ 


times  little  regard  is  paid  to  the  requirements  Qff  the  kinvr  buj^snch 
facts  as  fancy  or  caprice  dictates  supply  the  place  of  t^^ose  Ahicli 
4ure  made  incumbent  by  the  statute.  If  such  difficulty  <^xi|ts  in 
xmr  own  State  where  we  have  «  law  in  relation  to  this  ma||er,  it 
is  not  to  be  expected  that  in  States  wliere  no  legal  requiximent 
•exists  we  should  find  any  improvement;  nevertheless,  n^e  are 
compelled  to  admit  that  Pennsylvania^  New^Jersey^and  purhapi 
two  or  three  other  States  have  set  an  example  in  this  dii|ctioii 
worthy  of  our  warmest  approbation.  What  ,we  would  ,askj,fis  the 
object  in  presenting  year  after  year  a  mass  of  sta,ti3tic^  difej;^ 
from  each  other  and  ail  others  ?  When  indeed  they  embnicei  as 
is  sometimes  the  case,  a  series  of  years,  they  become  valiablej 
but  a  ^simple  report  that  such  a  number  were  imprisoned  wilting 
the  year  for  such  a  crime,  or  that  such  a  disease  prevailed,  |in]a8S 
icoupled  with  preceding  or  succeeding  reports  of  the  same  chajiao- 
ler  may  indeed  be  an  astonishing  announcement,  but  posset^ejr  no 
intrinsic  worth  except  to  excite  the  wonder  or  admiration  fffthe 
reader.  If  we  would  give  any  value  to  such  statistics  tfaej^  i^ust 
be  continuous,  and  yearly  present  the  same  ^ts.  In  prfviout 
reports  we  have  presented  a  form  for  reporting  statistics  pij^nt 
State  pri$ons  which  we  would  particularly  urge  the  wardens  ^n4 
keepers  of  such  prisons  to  adopt,  not  because  it  possesses  a|]t{>e^ 
xMiliar  merit)  but  that  if  adopted  by  all  it  will  make  the  st^tiitjcs 
of  all  valuable.  We  take  the  liberty  to  again  present  it. ^^  a 
modification  which,  although  it  detracts  materially  from  the  value 
of  the  original  design,  preserves  its  principal  features,  and  at  the 
«ame  time  diminishes  the  labor  of  its  preparation  nearlv  gne- 
half.  "^ 
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NOTES  EXPLANATORY  OF  THE  FOREGOING  TABLE. 

«.    Of  all  others — 1  for  incest,  1  for  polygamy. 

h.    12  for  horse  stealing. 

c.  d.  Notorious  thief,  18;  incest,  2;  receiving  stolen  goods,  10; 
poisoning,  1 ;  sending  threatning  letters,  3 ;  breaking  ves- 
sel,  2*;  polygamy,  1 ;  sodomy,  1 ;  piclcpoclcet,  1 ;  receir- 
ing  stolen  money,  1 ;  destroying  property,  1 ;  gross  lewd- 
ness, 2. 

d.  Embezzlement,  1 ;  escaping  from  prison,  1 ;  incendiaries,  5; 

rescuing  prisoners,  1 . 

e.  Incest,  1;  breaking  jail,  1;  burning  Jail,  12;  opening  grave, 

1 ;  burning,  1 . 

/.  For  poisoning,  4;  mayhem,  3;  maiming,  1;  mutiny,  9; 
assault  with  and  carrying  slung  shot,  5 ;  incest,  2 ;  sodomy, 
1 ;  seduction,  1 ;  abduction,  2 ;  receiving  stolen  goodsy  9 ; 
breaking  jail,  1 . 

g.  Seduction,  2 ;  as'lt  and  battery  with  intent  to  rob,  2 ;  crime 
against  nature,  1 ;  assault  and  battery  with  slung  shot,  1. 

A.  Breaking  jail,  1 ;  aiding  prisoners  to  escape,  1 ;  attempt  to 
ravish,  3 ;  attempt  to  rescue  from  a  puLlic  officer,  4. 

f.  For  misdemeanor,  17;  riot,  2;  sodomy,  1;  keeping  disor- 

derly house,  2;  atrocious  assault  and  battery,  6 ;  assi^ult 
and  battery  and  rape,  1 . 

j.  For  conspiracy,  3 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  2 ;  horse  Stealing, 
13;  felony,  1;  kidnapping,  2;  mayhem,  2;  revolt  at 
sea,  1. 

« 

,  k.    Conspiracy,  1 ;  mayhem,  1 ;  misdemeanor,  1 ;  riot,  1 ;  keep- 
ing a  bawdy  and  tippling  house,  1 . 


I.  For  felony,  65 ;  stealing,  68,  enticing  slaves  to  run  awaj,  6; 
horse  stealing,  6 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  6 ;  stealing  a 
watch  and  assisting  a  slave  to  run  awaj,  1 ;  stealing  hone 
buggy,  1 ;  shooting  with  intent  to  klH^  1. 

m.  For  carrying  dlF  slaves,'  6 ;  aiding  slaves  io  abseond,  3  ^  for 
slave  stealing,  3;  for  horse  stealing^  21 ;  for  giving  register 
to  slaves,  1 ;  for  malicious  cutting  and  maiming,  4 ;  for 
extorting  money  l>y  threats,  1 ;  for  embeszlement,  1 ; 
receiving  stolen  horse,  1 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 ;  felo- 
ny,!. 

n.  For  concealing  thief,  1 ;  horse  stealing,  19;  receiving  stolen 
goodS)  2'y  incest,  3. 

o.  ^  For  incest,  1 ;  retaken,  1. 

/p.    For  receiving  stolen,  goods,  1. 

f.  Kidnapping,  3;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1;  violating  and 
nobbiag  the  mail,  3;  cutting  telegraph  poUs^  1. 

By  the  foregoing  table  it  will  be  perceived,  that  in  twenty-one 
'States  from  which  we  have  returns,  there  is  a  grai^d  total  of 
5,500  prisoners  for  the  year  1851 ;  and  on  looking  over  the  sta- 
JUsticsfor  these  several  prisons,  the  only  repiarkable  facts  that 
present  themselves  are,  that  in  the  State  of  New-York^alone,  there 
are  a  greater  number  of  cases  of  bigamy  and  perjury,  than  in  all 
'the. mother  twenty-rone  States;  th^re  being  twepty-one  cases  of 
bigamy  in  New-Tork,  and  only  thirteen  in  the  other  States,  and 
seventeen  cases  of  perjury  to  there  in  all  the  other  States.  The 
average  period  of  confinement  in  the  several  States  has  dhnin* 
Ished  within  a  few  years.  .  At  present^  Connecticut  seems  to  ad- 
minister the  longest  period  of  imprisonment.  The  average  period 
..  being  six  years,  eight  months,  one  day,  and  the  easteri^peuiten- 
tl^j-y  of  Pennsylvania,  the  shortest,  it  being  only  two  years,  six 
months,  nine  days.  There  are  in  all  these  prisons  151  femalesi 
and  604  colored  persons.. 

Illustrative  of  the  reformatory  influences  of  our  prisons,  we 
have  prepared  the  following  table  pf  recommitments  for  a  series 


of  yeius^  It:  Is  to  be  xegiettftd>  that  fi&  taw  ptlsons  liave  thought 
it  important  to  make  arecoid  of  these  matters,  and  to  present 
them  to  their  legislature.  11  we  are  ever  to  understend  the  ad- 
yantages  of  our  prison  sjstem,  it  must  be  we  should  suppose 
throBgk  sueb  means. 
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DISCHARGED  CONVICTS. 

The  committee^  in  giving  an  account  of  their  labors  for  the  past 
year,  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  their  late  agent  and  associate,  the. 
venerable  Isaac  T.  Hopper,  full  of  years  and  ftill  of  usefulness. 
He  has  been  called  to  another  and,  we  trust,  higher  state  of  hap- 
piness and  being.    Th  jse  who  knew  him  best  deplore  him  most 
With  a  heart  ever  ready  to  sympathize  \iith  distress,  he  was  not 
only  the  friend  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  but  especially  of 
the  slave  and  the  discharged  convict.    His  philanthropy  was  as 
boundless  as  distress.    For  seven  years  he  dlsohar-ged  the  duties 
of  agent  of  this  Association,  and,  although,  qu  assuming  them,  he 
was  long  passed  the  period  ordinarily  allotted  to  man,  he  still 
performed  the  task  with  an  energy  and  a  discrimination  worthy 
of  all  praise.    To  us,  who  were  his  immediate  associates,  to  this 
beneficiaries  of  this  committee,  who  were  guided  by  his  counsel^ 
and  were  the  recipients  of  his  favor,  to  those  for  whom  he  espe- 
cially  labored,  his  loss  is  more  particularly  felt.    But  the  influence 
of  a  good  man  is  not  confined  to  the  narrow  circle  of  his  imme- 
diate acquaintance,  but  is  like  a  light  placed  upon  9  hill  and  sh^^ 
its  lustre  all  around.    In  our  la^t  report,  we  proposed  that.oux 
several  State  prisons  should  furnish  us  quarterly  with  the  names, 
ages,  sentences,  duration  of  imprisonment,  occupations  in  and  oirt 
of  prison,  capacity  as  workmen,  manifest  tempers  or  disposition, 
previous  habits,  number  of  times  punished  in  prison,  number  of 
times  convicted,  and  date  of  discharge,of  all  those  whose  sentences 
will  expire  during  the  quarter,  and  to  facilitate  this  object,  th9 
Association  had  tabular  forms  prepared,  and  submitted  to  the 
wardens  of  the  several  prisons,  with  a  request  that  they  should 
fill  them  up  and  return  them  to  the  Association.    The  object  of 
this  request  was  to  atford,  in  advance,  such  information  in  regard 
to  a  prisoner,  about  to  be  discharged,  as  would  enable  the  Asso- 
ciation to  find  him  a  place,  if  possible,  eveu  before  he  should 
leave  the  walls  of  the  prison.     This  request  was  very  kindly  m^t. 
by  the  warden  of  Sing  Sing  prison,  who  furnished  and  has  con- 
tinued to  furnish,  regular  quarterly  returns^  which  h^ve  been  of 
great  use  in  enabling  us  to  procure  places,  and  many  of  our  bene- 
ficiaries, with  their  prison  characters  in  their  liadids  and  a  tetteor 
of  recommendation  from  our  ageut)\iaveb^^u^^^^*^^^itl^o^ 


dttMitMftirao%i(^»bteiftidMBief  trust  «2i4  W)  It  i# 

to  bi  VQin^Had  Aal  tbe  WMdeu  of  Aubtfn  a&d  Clintoa  bavB  not 
bMn  ^tilUxig  tD%)Uy|fe  06  in  tUi  p«rtiouIaE|  as, at  e#rlaia  seaiosa 
of  ike  jetts,  wa  might  eaaily  |Nrovida^.im  ad?amee,  for  almost  eiF«if 
aaohrtnia  tkat  would  be  dtaehaiged^  at  ?emu»eaatiiig  imgaa.  Has 
whale  mntbar  of  appUoants  for  aid  firom  tbe  ooHimktee  chaifpadl 
witii  tUa  dqntfltaMiil  ^  ow  labors^  tuu 

iSates, 11W 
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0^  these,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  140  are  doing  well, 
71  doubtfui  aad  10  have  bban  returned  to  prison.  The  a?aige 
expanse  of  providing  fi>r  these,  all  told,  has  frUea  slioxt  of  |6 
fodk  In  this  weinalnde  board,  tgols,  passage  money,  clothing^ 
lent  of  office,  elerk  hire,  and  other  incidental  espensea.  The 
malea  have  generally  been  provided  with  places^  established  ia 
business,  or  sent  to  their  friends.  About  40  females  have  bean 
sent  to  the  Home,  and  the  remainder  aided  in  various  ways.  The 
fenrnle  dtepartmenl,  as  mof«  fldly  appears  ih  the  ndifnexed  ^report, 
hai^  tveebiMl,  wlt^ii  the  year,  196  beneflciarfes,  which,  added 
to  those  who  have  applied  to  thiis  eomiftitte^,  fe^lkt  a  grand  toM 
of  315  discharged  prisoners,  which  have  come  under  the  super- 
yiaion  of  the  Association  during  the  past  year.  As  an  evideafNi 
of  the  success  which  has  attended  the  past  efforts  of  this  commit; 
tee,  we  beg  attention  to  the  following  cases,  which  have  been 
extracted  from  the  diary  of  our  agent,  ft'om  among,  many  others^ 
as  showing,  in  a  very  striking  light,  the  benefits  resulting  from 
wtt  AflSeelatieft  i 

CASE  NO.  290. 

Jan.  25M,  1847. — No.  290,  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  a  nativaaf 
this  city,  was  convicted  of  grand  larceny  at  the  early  age  of  IC 
yean,  taxi  sent  to  fiing  Sing  for  five  years ;  serred  ovit  his  time 
and  was  at  liberty  about  eight  monAS)  when  he  WM  agtdn  ti/ih 
Tictedofa  similar  crime,  and  again  sent  to  Sing  Sing  for  five 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  his  second  sentence  he  went  to  Phil- 
adelphia, where  he  engaged  in  selling  stolen  eoodS)atidc^\i\\\);!wl 
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in  that  bndiieM  about  one  monfli  when  he  was agidn  aitettedaad 
ient  to  Moyamensing  prison  for  two  years,  fi*om  which  (his  time 
having  fully  expired)  he  was  discharged  on  the  13th  inst.,  haying 
spent  twelve  out  of  the  last  thirteen  years  in  prison.  He  now  re- 
sides with  his  mother y  in  Water-st.,  who  appears  to  be  an  indoa- 
trious  woman,  and  has  been  engaged  for  the  last  thirty  years  in 
selling  fruit,  candies,  &e.,  in  the  streets.  He  is,  by  trade,  a  shoe- 
maker and  possesses  a  determination  to  reform,  and  says,  if  we 
will  give  him  a  start  in  the  world,  he  will  strive  to  keep  his  poor 
aged  mother  from  breaking  the  Sabbath  by  following  her  calling. 
I  have  given  him  an  order  for  tools,  to  an  amount  not  to  exceed 
six  dollars,  and  advanced  him  fifty  cents  to  help  pay  his  board. 

March  12thy  1847.— No.  290  has  procured  a  situation  With  a 
shoemaker  where  he  is  employed  as  a  cutter,  and  as  he  has  no 
immediate  use  for  the  tools  we  gave  him,  has  deposited  thrai  in 
our  ofSce  until  he  shall  have  occasion  to  use  them,  and  I  leiat 
him  a  dollar  and  a  half  to  purchase .  article  better  suited  to  his 
present  occupation. 

^pril  22d,  1847.— No.  290  called— says  he  has  left  his  place 
with  the  shoemaker,  and  is  now  engaged  on  board  a  canal  boat 
belonging  to  Wadsworth  &  Franklin. 

June  4th J 1847. — ^I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  No. 
290,  dated  Oswego  June  1st,  enclosing  seven  dollars  for  his  moth- 
er, which  I  handed  to  her.  The  poor  old  woman  was  much  pleas- 
ed that  her  son  remembered  her,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  he 
was  going  to  do  well. 

June  IBthy  1847.— No.  290  called  at  the  ofBice;  his  appearance 
bespeaks  sobriety  and  industry ;  within  the  last  two  months,  he 
has  contributed  twenty-three  dollars  towards  the  support  of  his 
aged  mother. 

Sept.  9th,  1847,— Received  a  letter  from  No.  290,  enclosing  ten 
dollars  for  his  mother,  which  I  gaVe  her. 

Oct.  10th,  1849,— No.  290,  called,  says  he,  is  employed  in  driv 
ing  an  omnibus  In  the  Bowery  line,  and  that  he  abstains  entirely 
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fiom  intoxicating  drinks ;  he  was  very  well  dressed,  and  looks 
fespectable. 

August  SOth,  1850,-1  received  a  letter  from  290,  enclosing 
live  dollars  for  the  use  of  his  mother,  which  was  immediately  for- 
warded to  her. 

June  25th,  1S51, — ^Received  the  following  letter,  bearing  date 
on  board  boat  New  E)ra  : 

Albany  J  June  23rd,  1851. 
Friend  Hopper, — Please  excuse  this  ill  note,  but  I  called  on 
the  Governor  Washington  Hunt  to-day,  at  his  house,  and  he  said 
he  could  not  recollect  as  to  my  application  being  forwarded  to 
him,  concerning  290,  and  the  Ooyemor  directed  his  secretary  to 
examine  the  papers,  and,  if  the  application  was  found, 
he  would  attend  to  it  next  week,  but  if  not  then,  the  Governor 
said,  if  Mr.  Hopper  would  send  him  a  letter  in  my  favor,  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  him,  he  would  grant  me  a  free  and  full 
pardon  immediately,  for  which  I  thanked  him  sincerely,  and  if  it 
is  God's  will,  I  shall  prove  my  sincerity  to  all  men,  and  ever 
remain  in  debt  to  those  who  saved  me,  as  it  were  from  drawing 
'  my  last  breath  within  the  walls  of  a  prison.  Sir,  I  trust  your 
trouble  in  my  behalf  is  not,  nor  shan't  be  in  vain — ^my  thanks  to 
all  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  this  concern.  Oh !  I  cannot 
express  my  emotion,  but  I  feel  like  a  new  man,  with  a  prospect 
of  success. 

Tours  truly, 

No.  290. 

Agreeably  to  this  request  I  wrote  to  the  Governor,  and  the  next 
day  received  a  letter  from  his  secretary,  asking  for  the  informa-« 
tion  my  letter  written  the  day  I)efore  contained.  It  appears  that 
some  weeks  ago  he  made  application  to  the  Governor  to  be  re- 
stored to  citizenship,  and  referred  his  Excellency  to  me  for  his 
character,  and  this  was  the  cause  of  his  private  secretary's  note 
to  me.  Iq  reply  I  gave  him1!4^o.  290's  character  in  full  as  here- 
tofore set  fbrth,  neither  concealing  or  extenuating  anything,  and 
in  a  few  days  received  a  full  pardon  for  him,  restoring  him  to  the 
rights  of  citizenship.  It  is  now  about  four  years  and  a  half  since 
he  first  claimed  mjr  advice  and  assistance ;  from  liiat  ^m^\i!b\A& 


.  '\$2  [AMidCBLT 

eotidueted  himseff  trell.  He  lias  supported  MntiMlf  respectably 
and  paid  his  mother's  rent  for  the  last'  four  years.  Aboirt  Ibrty 
dollars  .hare  passed  thromgh  my  bands  contributed  by  \^im  for 
lier  relief.  He  has  ex|>erieBced  a  wonderful  change  for  the  bet- 
ter since  he  first  called  upon  us,  and  says  that  he  shall  always  re- 
member the  kindness  that  has  been  extended  to  him,  and  hoped 
that  he  should  never  do  anything  that  would  cause  ns  to  regret 
that  we  had  befriended  him. 

Jpril  28, 1852. — No.  290  called ;  says  he  is  doing  well ;  is  mar- 
ried and  has  had  four  children,  only  two  of  which  are  now  living. 
He  keeps  a  grocery  store  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city  in  which 
he  sells  from  ten  to  twenty  five  dollars  worth  daily,  at  an  average 
profit  of  twenty  per  cent,  giving  him  about  seven  hundred  dollars 
a  year  income.  Made  a  donation  of  one  dollar  to  the  Associar 
tion. 

/a»€i  1852. — No.  290,  one  of  our  former  beneficiaries,  but  who 
]b^as  refunded  all  the  money  loaned  to  him,  called  to  say  that  he 
has  a  horse  and  cart  that  he  will  let  to  a  good  mac  and.  will  give 
him  ten  dollars  to  start  a  business  with  on  condition  that  the 
man  will  keep  the  horse  and  divide  the  profits  of  his  earnings 
with  him.  He  proposes  to  sell  fruit  and  vegetables.  Made  a  do- 
nation of  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  to  the  Assoeiati<m.  As 
no  suitable  subject  presented  himself,  I  delayed  taking  advantage 
of  the  above  offer  until  the  4th  of  July,  1852,  when  I  sent  to  him 
No.  908,  with  a  note  stating  that  as  no  suitable  person  had  pre- 
viously offered,  I  had  deferred  taking  advantage  of  his  offer  until 
then,  and  recommended  the  bearer  as,  in  my  opinion,  in  all  re- 
ipects  worthy  of  his  confidence.  No.  290,  however,  had  previous- 
» ly  got  tired  waiting  for  my  slow  movements  and  had  sold  his 
horsey  but  sent  me  the  folIOT^lng  note : 

Dr.  Ruas— Dear  Sir :— -As  you  did  not  send  me  a  man  till  now, 
I  thought  you  had  not  any,  so  I  sold  my  horse  at  a  bargain.  Not- 
withstanding, I  have  a  good  employment  for  the  bearer,  which 
gives  me  much  pleasure  from  my  heart  that  I  can  do  something 
good  for  him  that  wishes  to  'do  well  i  so  leave  the  bearer  to  me 
and  you  will,  I  trust,  be  satisfied  to  know  the  end  of  charity  from 
4  jieforaed  oonvict. 
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Np.  908  mjn  Uiftt  9M  g»t  hte  fk  fSf^^  on  boai4  n  qaoal  boat 
mnd  p«i4  lui  \>o^  for  on«  week,  or  until  the  boi^  s)iou)4  arrur«* 

CASE  »Q.  *79. 

U|^98^)«46.-^firiQ^139,.fH9atU'eof  thiSrCi^,  ^boot  22  yean 
t)id,  was  ,<«Mriote4  of  gmtnl  larceny^  and  a^nt^ced  to  Sing  SM»g 
fiff  Kwo  jtans ;  aavYedbia  tine  out  and  waa  diedbyargad  on  Um 
Iftlh  Inst.  JIas  some  knowk^  af  bi&tch^ing ;  baa  twobrolfheiv 
in  the  city,  one  of  whom  is  a  stage  driver ;  the  other  is  in  nobVBt* 
ness.  No.  179  wants  employment,  and  is  well  recommended  by 
file  Cbapldn  for  his'  good  conduct  whlfe  fn  prison.  May  8.— ^o. 
179^  called  and  says  he  has  found  employment.  Jtmel9, 184fr.-^ 
Called  yesterday  afternoon  in  Eighteenth-street  to  maike  a  risttfa 
No.  179.  Found  him  living  in  the  upper  part  of  a  brick  houae^ 
nearly  new ;  his  wife  is  &most  likely  looJaog  young  woman ;  they 
have  a  good  carpet  on  the  floor,  and  good  plain  substantial  furni- 
ture ;  everything  about  the  p^remia^s  be8pea)i:s  neatness,  economy 
and  comfort.  Before  their  door  is  a  gvaas>  plot,  and  the  margin 
of  the  fence  is  lined  with  a  variety  of  flowers  in  bloom.  No.  179 
and  hia  wife  and  mother  expressed  much  gratification  with  my 
visit. 

Sept.  13, 1848. — No.  179  called,  as  he  frequently  does;  looki 
well,  and  says  that  he  is  now  doing  business  on  his  own  account; 
he  deals  in  poultry,  flsh  and  vegetables ;  has  a  stand  in  Spring- 
street,  and  his  prospects  are  favorable.  Sept.  20. — No.  179  call- 
ed at  my  house  and  spent  an  hour  with  me ;  I  really  believe  he 
18  a  reformed  man.  July  II,  1849 — Vo.  179  called ;^  looks te- 
apectable  i  says  that  he  follows  butchering  ai.d  makes  a  comiMiaF- 
ble  living.  He  is  a  member  of  the  society  of  Methodiats.  Mad 
20,  I860.— Met  No.  1T9  in  the  street;  he  looks  respectable,  an4 
says  he  is  getting  a  good  living ;  I  have  visilad  him;  his  wife.' aph 
pears  to  be  a  most  tidy  housekeeper ;  the  appearance  of  their  pre- 
mises seems  to  indicate  care  and  fiugality,  and  they  manifest  sin- 
cere gratitude  for  the  attention  they  have  receivc;d.  It  is  now 
nearly  five  years  since  he  was  released,  and  his  conduct  ever  since 
ha^  been  unexceptionable. 
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May  17,  1858. — No.  179  called ;  Js  doing  well;  keeps  a  meat 
shop  in  this  vicinity.  A  day  or  two  after  hi»  risit  I  received  the 
following  letter: 

2b  ttu  Jlgent  ofjhe  Prison  Asodaiion  : 

Dear  Sir — ^After  having  read  the  account  of  the  venerable 
friend  Isaac  T.  Hopper's  death,  I  could  not  help  weeping.  It 
touched  a  tendc^  chord  in  the  fountain  of  my  heart  when  coming 
to  the  account  of  his  being  a  prisoner's  friend.  Tes,  for  I  have 
felt  it. 

About  six  years  ago,  I  was  one  of  those  who  got  good  advice 
irom  the  old  man.  I  have  carried  it  out  and  met  with  great  suc- 
cess, although  I  was  fatherless,  motherless  and  friendless,  with  no 
home,  nobody  to  care  for  me.    I  felt  as  the  poet  has  it — 

A  pUgrim  ilnDger  htr«  I  iot«, 

Vrom  plftoe  to  plaot  I'm  driTMiy 
My  frieodi  an  gout  and  I'm  in  glooniy 

Thif  tftrth  if  aU  a  lontly  tomby 
I  liftTt  BO  koBO  but  HMTen. 

JFinally  I  got  work,  then  married,  and  have  three  boysj  and  am 

doing  business  in street.    Go  on  in  the  work  of  huiuanity 

and  love  until  the  Good  Master  shall  say  it  Is  enough,  come  up 
higher.  I  would  be  happy  to  have  any  of  the  friends  of  prisoners 
come  and  see  me. 

I  remain  respectfully  yours. 

No.  179. 

The  Executive  CoBDiittee,  after  eight  years  of  toil  in  this  unin- 
viting field  of  labor,  have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  the  public  that 
they  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  belief  that  the. greatest 
portion  of  their  beneficiaries  are  saved  from  future  imprisonment, 
lEd  they  hope  from  crime. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

B.  N.  HAVENS,  Chairman. 
John  D.  Buss,  Cw.  Sec. 
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CUCUTITE  CMUUnSfi 
Of  the  FemfA  JH^ifvtmtnU,  Ax  tlie  Tear  1853. 


•mcxBa 

Mn.  THOKAaCi  BMOMfnS,  2d  Directrem^fttBM^aiiilMIlL 

AJnULrJK.nvm^^Tmmrer,  42  EMOMbilrei*. 

CAROLINE  M.  KIRKLAND,  CorreqKmding  Secretary,  46  Irriog  Flace. 
Miai  AKNA  CURTIS,  Recording  Secretary,  47  Lexington  ATenne. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Mrs.  XAHLON  DAT,  129  Ea8t.l5th  itreet, 

JAMES  S.  GIBBONS,  19  Lamartine  Flace, 
ABRAHAM  MEAD,  Weit-Slst  street, 

EDGAR  HICKS,  Coart  and  Schermerhom  streets,  Brooklyn,  ^ 

RICHARD  MAURET,  Pacific  street,  Brooklyn, 
WM.  C.  BRTANT.  68  Lexington  Ayenae, 
ADDISON  F.  BOND,  Montague  Place,  Brooklyn, 
JAMES  BEATTY,  869  Greenwich  street, 
ALFRED  HALL,  Williamsburgh, 
JAMES  EMERY,  268  Pearl  street, 
BEN  J.  ELLIS,  WUliamsbargb, 
JAMES  M.  HALSTED,  18  West-lTth  street, 
HENRY  B.  SMITH,  11  Lamartine  Place, 
CHARLES  TRACEY,  82  Lexington  A?enne, 
C.  W.  MILBANK,  218  Madison  str^t, 
HENRY  W.  SMITH,  116  Amos  street, 
JAMES  H.  DILL,  274  Sixth  Ayenue, 
JOHN  BEAM,  101  State  street,  Brooklyn, 
LUDLOW  PATTEN,  West.l2th  street, 
SARAH  T.  MARTYN, 
HENRY  V.  POOR,  12  College  Place, 
Miss  HANNAH  UNDERHILL,  199  Henry  street, 
AMY  HAWXHURST,  62  Madison  street, 
ELIZABETH  MANNING,  Pacific  street,  Brooklyn, 
SUSAN  B.  DAY,  189  East.l6th  street, 
JANE  SEDGWICK. 
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Hon.  J.  W.  EDMONDS,  Hon.  JAMES  H.  TITUS, 

JOHN  DITER,  JOHN  D.  BUSS|  M.D., 

RICHABD  REED. 


MATRONS. 

Mn.  JOANNA  MORRIS,.  Mm  X  TITirS, 

Mi»  WARD|  Tioekir. 

RECEIVING  COMBflTTEE. 

Mrs.  JAMES  GIBBONS  and  Mrs.  ABRAHAM  MEAD. 

PRISON  COMBflTTEE. 


Miss  AlfNA  CURTIS, 
Mrs.  JAMES  GIBBONSi 
CHARLES  TBAGET, 


Mn.  JAMES  BEATTT, 

JAMES  EMERY, 
Miss  AMY  HAWXHURST. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Female  Department  qf  the  Prison  Assceiation^  for  ,the 

year  1852. 

The  managers  otthe  homej  have  no  signal  event  to  record  for 
the  year  1852.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  tempt  them  to  exulta- 
tion, and  certainly  nothing  to  discourage  their  hopes,  if  Mey  could 
be  discouraged,  who  are  humble  fellow-worlcers  with  liim  <<  who 
came  to  seek  and  to  save  the  lost "  The  institution  has  been 
•Dstained  partly  by  the  product  <^  the  labor  of  the  inmates,  and 
partly  by  generous  donations,  and  regular  contributions.  The 
alarming  rise  in  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  has  been  met 
by  the  faithful  oversight  of  the  managers,  and  the  vigilant 
economy  of  a  most  satisfactory  matron,  so  that  the  year  closet 
without  the  dishonour  of  unpaid  debts,  or  the  pain  of  anxious 
responsibilities. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  ours  are  voluntary  iumates,  that, 
while  with  us  they  surrender  freedom  for  protection,  and  that 
being  mere  children  in  the  stature  of  their  minds,  they  might  be 
expected  to  fret  under  restraint,  and  to  let  their  imaginations  run 
riot  upon  the  full  glass  of  the  ^^  dance-room ;"  and  the  occasional 
plenty  and  indulgence  of  their  social  haunts,  their  satisfaction 
with  their  very  frugal  provision,  and  their  patient  subordination 
to  the  rules  of  the  house,  are  hopeful  circumstances. 

At  the  beginning  of  1852,  there  were  thirty  inmates  in  ^<  the 
Home."  During  the  year  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  have  been 
received— of  these,  eight  have  been  returned  to  their  friends — 
five  have  been  sent  to  the  Magdalen  Asylum,  two  have  gone  to 
housekeeping,  one  to  the  Alms-house,  one  to  Randall's  Islandi 
twelve  have  found  places  for  themselves^  tiiirty-two  have  left 
without  permission,  twenty-one  have  been  diachaxfgedCox  Vni^t^ 
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per  condact,  thirty  are  still  in  the  house,  and  fifty-four  have  been 
placed,  some  in  factories,  under  kind  superintendence,  and  the 
rest  at  domestic  service.  More  than  half,  it  will  be  seen,  are  thus 
hopefully  disposed  of.  Of  most  of  those  sent  to  manufactories, 
we  have  satisfactory  testimonials  from  their  employers.  There 
have  been  girls,  who  have  been  eeol  from  our  protection  to  the 
factories,  who  are  now  in  their  third  year  of  constant  labor 
and  good  conduct.  Of  one  rttscued,.  after  yours  at  BlackweU'e 
Island,  we  have,  in  the  words  of  the  respectable  principal  of  the 
manufactory,  the  high  commend'ation,  that  <<  she  is  quite  a  matron 
amoog  them !"  We  Ijiave  eqfxiilj  satisfactory  repojrt£|  Xrom  lois- 
trasses  of  fiunilies,  who  speak  of  girls  seiU  from  th^e  Home  «a 
"  trustworthy"  as  "  very  capable,"  as  "  the  best  help  they  have 
eviir  bad,."  ^c,  &c. 


Small  sums  from  their  earnings  have  been  trai!smilted  t^ 
managers  by  the  girls,  both  at  the  manufactories,  and  In  domuBttm 
service,  to  be  invested  for  them.  THis  is  incontestable  evlllMw 
of  their  moral  progress.  We  would  notice  as  a  means  of  evidMl 
improvement  to  our  inmates,  the  school  maintained  at  the  flfeni^ 
for  their  benefit.  They  are  regularly  taught  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic,  and  to  their  lessons,  there  is  added  an  eflbetivt 
religious,  and  moral  teaching.  The  hearts  of  the  inmates  ai6 
reached  by  their  iude&tigable,  skilful,  And  most  kind  instructwss. 

« 

During  the  last  year,  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement. 
But  one  individual,  says  the  teacher,  in  her  annual  report,  Sas 
been  complained  of  to  the  Committee.  Several  of  these  ignorant 
creatures  who  came  to  us,  not  even  knowiny  their  letters^  have 
taken  into  their  barren  minds,  "  committed  to  memory,"  whole 
chapters  of  the  most  sublime  language,  into  which  letters  can  be 
compounded.    One  had  committed  the  whole  gospel  of  Matthew!^ 

Is  it  not  something  thus  to  bring  these  outcasts  within  the  circle 
of  Christian  charities?  We  call  them  ouicnsts^  but  when  we  ci^ 
them  so,  do  we  think  of  the  fearful  import  of  the  word  7  To  be 
an  outcast,  is  to  have  lost  that  which  is  every  human  beings 
birthright,  a  Ikther's  protection,  and'  a  mother's  unfaHing  compas^ 
eion ;  it  is  to  have  no  biol^i*,  no  sister,  no  home,  ft  Is  by  tbdr 
omt§ln,  MIy,  or  mMortime^   liobody  knows  which^  nor  perhepe 


cafe0  to  know-^to  hwe  laned  all  the  world  into  priests  and 
Lo?ite6,  who  <<  pass  t^m  by  on  tbe  other  aide !" 

These  outcasts  are  the  objects  of  our  tnstltutlcm.  They  edme 
to  us,  from  the  prisons,  with  the  brand  of  commitment  npon  them, 
often  diseased  in  body,  morally  sick,  and  sick  at  heart !  They  ar^ 
patients — they  need  the  great  physician,  who  can  restore  the  dead 
to  life. 

Vh  hare  known  the  class  of  whidb  we  speak,  from  the  moit 
infimate  acquaintance  of  year  after  year.  Their  misfortunes  afe 
to  be  traced  chiefly  to  their  ignorance,  and  helplessness.  Ma^T 
arie  the  victims  of  transmitted  social  evils.  The  tower  of  Siloam 
has  fallen  upon  them,  but  are  they  more  sinners  than  others  1 

We  assert  that  they  are  not  all  irreclaimable.  Many  have  beea 
iwlafaned — ^the  sick  have  been  healed, — but  we  would  not  mif* 
state  or  over-state ;  many  relapse,  and  relapse  in  spite  of  teach* 
in^,  and  expostulation  and  help,  and  they  find  their  way  back 
agidn,  and  again  to  the*prison,  and  the  hospital ;  and  again  they 
appeal  to  us ;  buf  when  we  would  turn  away  from  them,  we 
remember  who  it  was  that  said,  <<  ifhe  trespass  against  thee  seven 
times  in  a  day,  and  seven  times  in  a  day  turn  again  to  thee,  say- 
ing <  I  repent,'  thou  shalt  forgive  him." 

If  any  are  disposed  to  meet  our  disappointed  hopes  with  the 
derisive  ^*I  told  you  so !"  we  ask  them  if  they  find  it  easy  to  re* 
claim  a  wandering  child  1  If  their  own  efforts  at  self-reform  are 
always  crowned  with  success  1 

m  • 

* 

And,  finally,  if  we  are  reduced  to  the  minimum  of  success,  is 
it  not  something  to  efface  the  word  despair  from  the  vocabulary 
of  the  wretched  ? — is  it  not  more  to  be  the  humble  instruments  of 
that  joy  which  there  is,  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God,  over 
one  sinner  that  repenteth  1 

We  have  a  complaint  to  lay  before  our  charitable  fellow  citi- 
zens. We  would  state  it  modestly.  We  have  not  had  our  fair 
share  of  help  from  the  public.  We  do  not  complain  that  others 
have  had  more,  but  only  that  we  have  had  less.  Ours  does  not 
seem  to  be  a  popular  charity.    We  do  not  know  w\i^ — lot  \.o  \Mk 
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it  seems  to  be  in  strict,  and  literal  obedience  to  jDhrist'§  ibjone- 
tions.  We  have  appealed  to  the  public,  and  unhappily  hitlieHo 
appealed  in  vain,  to  build  us  a  house.  We  are  cramped,  and 
shackled,  by  the  want  of  room.  We  repeat,  emphatically,  what 
was  said  in  our  last  year's  report — ^' A  building  is  necessary,  such 
as  shall  be  adapted  to  the  wants  of  our  Institution,  with  facilities 
not  only  for  the  shelter,  treatment,  and  instruction  of  a  larger 
number  of  inmates  than  we  are  now  able  to  receivre,  but  for  the 
performance  of  various  kinds  of  business  in  so  advantageous  a 
way,  as  may  conduce  largely  to  the  support  of  the  establish- 
ment." 

Shall  we,  in  our  prosperous  city,  appeal  in  vain  ?  Has  not  an 
Institution,  that  addresses  its  charities  both  to  the  body  and  the 
mind,  a  double  claim  upon  public  patronage  1  Oh  ye  who  are 
fenced  about  by  the  securities  of  life,  who  have  parents,  relatives, 
troops  of  friends,  respect,  hope,  expectationf--on  whom  the  means 
of  education  have  been  lavished,  to  whom  the  avenues  of  employ- 
ment, and  acquisition,  are  open — are  there  not  among  you  many, 
who,  like  the  good  Samaritan,  will  take  money  from  your  purses, 
saying — '^take  thou  care  of  them  1" 

We  have  already  husbanded  a  small  sum  towards  the  erection 
of  a  building.  This  has  accumulated  from  bequests,  and  from 
donations  from  the  '^Female  Association"  of  the  society  of  Friends 
given  for  that  specific  purpose. 

We  cannot  close  our  report,  without  acknowledging  an  anony- 
mous donation  of  two  hundred  dollars,  that  comes  to  us  year  af- 
ter year.  It  is  met  with  deep  gratitude,  though  like  Heaven's 
gifts,  it  comes  silently. 

We  have  forborne  to  amplify  our  report,  preferring  to  refer 
such  as  may  be  interested  in  our  Institution,  to  a  book  which  will 
shortly  appear  entitled  '^The  Helping  Hand,"  in  which  the  wants, 
and  claims  of  our  Institution  will,  we  know,  be  eloquently,  and 
we  trust  effectively  set  forth  by  one  of  our  board. 

The  following  statement  presents  the  result  of  our  labors  for 
the  past  jear : 


STATISTICS  OP  THE  «HOME^»  FOB  1852. 
Jan.  Itty  1852. 

Baoeiyed  at  the  ^^home,".  .......i 136 

Betnraedto  friends, • .  6 

Sttnatloiis  found. for, ••  •• •  54 

CkxD6  to  housekeeping, •  *  •  •  • • .  t 

Left  to  find  situations  for  themselves,. 18 

Left  without  permission, • .  82 

To«Magdalen,>' 6 

Alms  house, 1 

Bandall's  Island, ^....: 1 

Dischai^ed  for  improper  conduot, • 21 

In  the  "home ," 30 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Female  Department, 

CATHABINE  SEDGWICK, 

Firit  Directress. 


TREASCRfiR^  REPORT. 

EXFENDITUBESk 

By  Treasurer, w%.  $B^M» 

^    •  *(       of  Female  Department), %%.^.     1^68  Al 

Apprc^atien for  house  by  F.  Dept,.  .•«  .«,^«  •^..•^•^      9SA  09 

In  Treasury,  Jan.  1^  18&3, .......•••«%..         49  C^ 

«        <<        ofF.JDept^Jaikl,  1853,.... ..,«...««.         SatO 

$4^54  81 

/ 

RECHPTS.      • 

In  Treasury,  Jan.  1, 1852, $53  M 

«       «       of  Female  DeparimeDt,  Jan.  1 ,  1862, « .  %  ^  4  87 

By  TiMliirer,, «...,..«. 2,279  52 

<<        <<        F^ooale  Dept.,  (donations) 1 ,331  04 

"        <<             <<        <<  (sale  of  stocks  and  dividend).  586  00 

$4,254  81 

In  addition  to  the  above,  $25,  received  by  the  Treasurer  from 
Wm.  Sturgis,  Esq.,  were  passed  over  to  the  Female  Department, 
being  speciaUy  appropriated  for  that  purpose  by  the  donor. 


THE  TREASURER'S  REPORT 
Of  the  Female  Department  of  the  Jf.  Y.  Prison  Asiodation. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  of  cash  on  handj  Jan.  1,1851, $4  87 

Subscriptions, 68  00 

Donations^ 924  00 

Work, 823  66 

Interest  on  Merchants'  Insurance  stock, 86  00 

Money  returned  by  an  inmate, ]  60 

Sales  of  old  rags  and  barrels,....  ^ 3  98 

Sale  of  $500  Insurance  stock,  and  premium  |10, 510  00 

Total  of  receipts, $1,921  91 

EXPENDITURES. 

Provisions  and  fuel, $646  36 

Household  articles, 81  99 

Travelling  expenses, 50  31 

Salaries, 444  00 

Printing  report, 83  75 

Dry  goods, 246  80 

Working  materials, 21  97 

Carpenter's  bill, 9  26 

Appropriation  for  a  house, 260  00 

Medicine, 9  .65 

Stotionery,  posUge,  &c., 35  92 

CdmmlssioDS, •        8  00 

♦1^98  01 

Balance  on  hand,  Jan.  1, 1853, |23  90 

The  names  of  all  the  doners  will  appear  in  the  printed  report. 

A.  J.  H.  FITCH, 

TrecuuTtr « 
[Agaembl/  No.  108. 7  5 


«; 


LIST  OF  DONATIONS 

7b  tht  Prison  Jiuociatum^  for  the  Year  18M. 

Jdm  P.  Palmer, \  ......  ^ |2^ 

Joseph  Walker, •  • .  • •  •  •' 2&i 

JebnOihon, ^ •••»»•  9fli 

Pftton  &  Stewart,  .,...•.•.... • .  IQ 

A.  H.  Ward, IQ 

&  Boorman, 5^ 

Jvaes  Owen, 96^ 

James  Lee, ^,»  ^^ 5 

Qgden Hagerty, ••..^•«^.«  2& 

J,  Kinsman, • ^.  •  25 

B.  Palance, 10 

£.  H. Gillelan, ••?»^f  19 

W.H.  Adams, .,      3 

J»  Coming, •••••• ••••• « •  f  •      S 

Ki^lor&  Co., 21^ 

B4sket,Merrick&BaU...... ..p,.....^.  \^ 

Casn, •• .... .... ....  ••.. .... .... ....  ...f  ft«» p^«  1*^. 

G^rns  W.  Field  &  Co., ••ftf      5 

B.  W.  Howe, ^^,«t....^..     ^ 

Jolin  Bard, , ^ , «,  19 

SL  Knap, ••,  10 

John  Cochrane, ^ )9 

Walter  B.  Jones, ^ ^  * . ,  e  10 

William  C.  Rhinelander, MM*«fr  9(^ 

S^  Burkhalter, « t  •  •  ^  f  *      9 

0*  Burkhalter, .^^ ^»^ ^>. .      1^ 

Bobert  Browne, •  ^ •  •  •  •.  ^ •      ( 

F.  S.  Schlesinger, »^  «^      ( 

William  Van  Seht  &  Co.,    ^.^..^.t..      ( 

Augustine  Wetmore,.. , •  •  •  ♦♦  %>^^>*     \ 
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Boni  Sleiper  Haarhows, $5 

F.  Hoose, 8 

Theodore  W.  Rlelej 6 

A.  N.  Low, ;...-. 15 

Frederick  A.  Delaoo, 10 

Jamea  Brown, 35 

Junes  Lenox, 35 

Stewart  Brotrn, 10 

J.J.  Astor, 30 

Goodhue  &  Co., .,.; 85 

Mr.  Foster, '  5 

Mr.Olyphant, .; :., 5 

Ur.Hicha, 5 

H.G., 5 

G.  W.  Schrimner, 1 

Cash, 1 

S.  Tan  Rensselaer, 30- 

O.N.Talbot a> 

Robert  Ray, 80  ■ 

Beebe&Co., 10 

S.Hallock, 5 

j;phalen, 5' 

Giwige  Bruce, 60 

N.  Lowe,. 10 

James  0'.  Btianet, 10 

Wic.  DeRham, 5 

J.H.  Abeel, 10 

W.J.  T;'I^pscott, 5 

W.  Channcey, ; 2 

S.S.Gray, S' 

Mr.  Sampson, '. 5 ' 

MchardlniD, 10 

Iteoappet  k  Co. 10 

S.  B.  ShefFelin, 5 

Taa.  L.  Sheffelin 5' 

A.  B.  ft  D.  Sands, 5 

A.  Norrle, 25 

F.  Cottinet  t  Co., 20 

^letf&vtben...... » 
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Beajamln  F.  Bntler, $10 

R.H.  Window, 10 

Jacob  Badger 10'. 

John  Jaj, 10 

DoabledajftBeaoh} ^ 

R-Hajdock, , 6 

D.H.  NeviQS, ,  10 

E.K.  Collins, I» 

Cash, 10- 

Spies,  Crista  Co., 10 

A.  Belmont, 10- 

Oelricks  &  Co., 5 . 

William  D.  Mangnm,. 6 

John  Warren, 1 ' 

John  Smith, 1 

nvderick  C.  Gebhard, 1^ 

E.  V.  R., 3- 

Stanford,  Mont  &;  Co., 10 

Long  &  Davenport, B 

Gordenfc  Talbot, 6 

C.  U.  Shipman, 5 

Olcot,  McKisson  ft  Bobbins, i 

Cary  &  Co., 15 

G.G.Spencer, 5 

Clark,  Wilson  i  Co., ^ 

H.  Baker  &  Co; 6 

B.Whitlock, 6 

George  Boberts, 8 

John  Caswell,. *....» 10* 

Hattimer,  Large  ft  Co., 10' 

Charles  Ely,-. 5 

Coleman  and  Stetson 10 

J.  S.  Sibbey , 6 

George  P.  Putnam, 6 

D.  AppJeton  &  Co:, S 

John  Milhan, i 

Thomas  Barrow, 10 

Koop,  Fischer  &  Co., K 

J.  M.  Oppenheijn, ^ 
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E8g«r  F,  Ryder, ; $6 

Gteorge  W.  Brown,....  ...••...,..*.... 5 

Widow  Francis  Hendriclss, 5 

J.  H.  Bartholomew, • » » ^  ^ . . ^ . •  •  • •.  5 

S.  Cambreling,.... ,. ...  Id 

Elder  &  Painter, * , ,  1ft 

E.  Beok  &  Kimbert, . . . . , tt 

S.  P.  B.  Morse, 100 

W.  Broas, ; ; . . ; ; ; • . . . .  5 

M.  Yassar, . . . . 5 

T.  W.  Talmadge, 3 

fames  Eraott, ; ; . ; w. •  •  < «  S 

W.  A.  Daws,.. S 

t^h,....  ..;i  ...i •..•  5 

C.  Bartlett, 25 

Adams  &  Co...... .«..  .^.^ • 10 

Cash, 4 1 

Anthony  Barclay, ( 

Ball,  Blaek  &  Co., 5 

T.  B.  Stillman, 26 

Jacob  A.  Westervelt, • » .... «.  5 

Cksh, W 

John  Yan  Buren, . , b 

D.  Harris, 10 

*  Mrs.  C.  L.  Slane, ,  • .  3 

Cash,,..,.... I 

Alder^ian  Shaw, • .  • .  3 

S.  D.  Hankins, ...^ «•- 

S.  A.  Cowperthwaite,..  ..••. 

John  A.  Cowperthwaite, . ... .  •••••• ••• « ••«  t. 

F.  Hfiynes, ••••••. 

Thomas  Bristol,.. ...; 

Samuel  Willets, •  10 

Cash , I 

Charles  Partridge, «...•«•••»  10 

H.  Mali, 5 

Cash, 5 

J.  Beveridge  &  Co., , 3 

William  Niblo, 25 


Sterling,  Gushing  &  Co. 9. ••• • |5 

H.  E.  Dibbleefc  Co., 6 

Cash, 6 

B.  H.  Nevins, 25 

Haight,  Halsej  &  Co., 10 

Reirs  Brothers  &  Co.^ * 10 

6.  6.  Spencer,.  •« .« ••...•• • 8 

Thomas  Messenger, 6 

Cornelius  Smith,. ..^ «« • 25 

£uss  &  Reed, ..A 6 

Cash, 1 

Sev.  L.  Coyell, 2 

Robert.  Colgate,  ••• 6 

Cash, 2 

Rankin,  Dorjea  &  Co., « 5 

Isler  &  Otto, , 2 

S.  W.  &Co., ..•-      5 

S.  C.  Herring, 10 

J.  S.  Whiting, f 8 

C.  H.  Siera, 6 

John  H.  Grinnell, 10 

O.  B.  Tweedy, , 10 

Cameron  &  Brand, 10 

J.  Sturges, 25 

L.  Atterbury  &  Co., 5 

Borceau  &  Busch, 10 

E.  D.  Morgan, 10  • 

W.  H.  Aspimvall, .  25 

William  Walker, 25 

Robert  Dillon, . . ; 5 

H.  W.  Johnson, 6 

Camman  &  Whiteliouse, 10 

Cash,- 6 

J.  Allen, 5 

George  Bridge, « 5 

R.  Goodman, 5 

Cash, 25 

Cash, 20 
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EBgir  F.  Ryder, |5 

George  W.  Brown,. ....i *  5 

Widow  Francis  Hendriol£», ft 

J.  H.  Bartholomew, . .  •  •  ^ •  ••  5 

S.  Cambreling, . . •  • ,..•.  19 

Elder  &  Painter, , 10 

E.  Beok  &  Kimbert, B 

S.  P.  B.  Morse, 100 

W.  Broas, ; ; ; • . . . .  5 

M.  Yassar, B 

T.  W.  Talmadge, 2 

fames  EfBott, .  • •• ..4 B 

W.  A.  Davies, S 

t^h,....  ....... k.... 5 

C.  Bartlett, ,.... 25 

Adams  &  Co.,.. «.^ 10 

Cash, 4 1 

Anthony  Barclay, . .  •  • B 

Ball,  Blaek  &  Co., 5 

T.  B.  Stillman, 2B 

Jacob  A.  Westervelt, • » 5 

Cash, W 

John  Yan  Buren, B 

D.Harris, 10 

*  Mrs.  C.  L.  Slane, • •  • .  3 

Cash,. 1 

Alderman  Shaw, 3 

S.  D.  Hankins, •  • 

S.  A.  Cowperthwaite,..  • 

John  A.  Cowperthwaite, .... .  ••••••. ••«•• 

F.  Hfiynes, 

Thomas  Bristol, '• 

Samuel  Willets, 10 

Cash, 1 

Charles  Partridge, ••..  •«••••  10 

H.  Mali, B 

Cash, 5 

J.  Beveridge  &  Co., , 3 

William  Nihlo, 25 
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Sterling,  Gushing  ft  Co., |$ 

H.  E.  DibbleeJt  Co. 5 

Cash, 5 

B.  H.  Nevins, 85 

H«ight,  Halsey  4  Co., 10 

K«ira  Brothers  &  Co., 10 

G.  G.  Spencer, 8 

Thomas  Messenger, 5 

Cornelius  Smith, gj 

Buss  &  Seed, ...• C 

Cash, , 1 

Key.  L.  Covell, S 

Bobert  Colgate, 5 

Cash, 2 

RanlcEn,  Dur;ea&  Co., 5 

Isler&Otto, , 2 

s.  w.  &co., !li!l!.i]    6 

B.C.  Herring, 10 

J.  S.  Whiting, * 3 

C.  H.  Siera, ."       5 

John  H.  Grinnell, 10 

O.  B.  Tweedy,. 10 

Cameron  &  Brand, 10 

J.  Sturgea, 25 

L.  Atterbury  &Co., (^ 

Borceau  &  Busch, 10 

E.  D.  Morgan, 10. 

W.  H.  Aspinwall, '\  25 

William  Walker, [[/  25 

Bobert  Dillon,..; 5 


H.  W.  Johnson,. 


6 


Camman  i  Whiteliouse, 10 

Cash,- '....'".."  6 

J.  Allen, 6 

George  Bridge, 5 


R.  Guodman,. 

Cash,. 

Cash,. 


6 
35 


30 
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John  Conger, ffS: 

J.  Boorman, « «  •  119 

W.H.  Prout,. i .i^w'i'  '*» 

Cash, ; •'    -^B 

•  Cash, ...iiil* 

R.G.Read, i-^^'lf 

Jane  Colgate, * .:i|^ 

S.H.Tyng, r# 

J.  D.  Ogden, >• 

Olyphants  Sons, .^ "'M 

Edwin  Bartktt, . . • . ^ « ^ ....  • ' 

Wm.  Kemble, ...••• ••.•'" 

J.  B. Taylor, , .:B 

R.  H.  McCurdy, '5 

R.  S.  Williams, t^ 

Cash,.. '*-It 

E.  W.  Stonghton, .'    ' '  ft  | 

Miss  Mary  Bronson,... *••••••••.••••   'Id 

George  Douglas, lOO 

f 
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No.  143. 


JE  ASSEMBLY.  APR.  10, 1854 


Ninth  Aoonal  Report  of  the  New-Tork  Prison  Assoeiatlont 


New-Tokk,  April  9, 1854 

To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

Of  the  House  of  the  Jlssembly  of  the  State  ofJfeuhYork: 

Sir— In  compliance  with  the  sixth  section  of  the  charter  of  the 
New-York  Prison  Association,  I  herewith  transmit  the  ninth 
annual  report  of  said  Association,  and  request  that  you  will  pre- 
^nt  the  same  in  behalf  of  the  Association  to  the  Legislature. 
I  am,  very  respectflilly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  BUSS, 
Cor,  Sec^y  Prison  Association. 


[Assembly  No.  143. 


[u.n.&2,100L.l,500A] 


IFFICERS  OF  THE  PRISON  ASSOCIATION  W  NEW-TORK 

FOR  1854. 


EBN8SELAER  N.  HAVEVS. 

Vice-Pf9id€iU$. 

JOHN  W.  BDMONDSy 
JAMES  H.  TTTUS, 
ISRAEL  RUSSELL, 
JOHN  H.  ORIS00M>  M.  D. 

Tr§a»ur§r. 
WILLIAM  0.  OILMAN. 

Recording  Seertiary, 
FRANK  W.  BALLARD. 

Corretponding  StcntiUTf, 
JOHN  D.  RUSS>  M.  D. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


CJkoimMW-RENSSELAER  N.  HAVENS. 

Finmnct  CawtmUtu* 

JAMES  S.  OIBBONS,  ELEAZER  PARMLT,  M.D., 

JAMES  H.  TITUS,  QEORQE  WALKER, 

WILLIAM  C.  OILMAN,  CHARLES  PARTRIDGE. 

DetmUiom  CammUtu. 

WILLIAM  W.  DRINKER,  WILLIAM  C.  RUSSEL, 

JOHN  H.  KEYSER,  GEORGE  E.  BAKER, 

HENRY  A.  POOR,  ROBBM  M^AKKIS^^ 

OHAB.  A.  DAVI80H. 
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Pritom  DMfUmt  CawimUt$€. 

HoM.  JOHN  W.  EDBfONDfiy  THBODORE  L.  TELLEAMPF,  M.D., 

JOHN  R.  GBIBOOM,  M.D.>  ISRAEL  EUSSSLL, 

PHnjP  fik  YAN  RENSSELAER,  IRA  B.  DAVIS, 

JOHN  OOOHRANE. 


IH$9karg$d  Ckmviet  dmmUtf. 
RICHABB  REED,  MARCUS  MIIOBXLL, 

WmJAM  a  B0Q]IE8»  BBNJAMIfl  B.  ATTERBUET, 

SBAAO  L.  PEET,  OLIVER  H.  WELUNGION, 

BENRT  N.  BEERS,  WILLIAM  G.  WEST. 


flONORART  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PRISON  ASSOaATiON. 

1M30AR  I,  Kioi^  «f  8w«dra  and  Vhrmtj. 
Hon.  JOHN  DUBB,  N«w-York. 
fiw.  BENJ.  F.  BUTLERy  N«w-Toilu 

ABRAHAM  VAN  NS8T>  Biq.,  New-Y^rk. 


C0RRESP0ND1N«  MEMBERS. 

A.  DBTOCQUEVTLLE,) 

O.  DE  BEAUMONT,       J-Member  of  the  IiMtitiitlMi  of  FniuM. 

If.  CH.  LUCAS,  )  p 

M.  DEMETZ,  Membra  do  Conaeil  General  dn  Pe]»rtmeiiidafii«M*et-Oiee,eto., 

M.  O.  BLOUBT,  Arehiteet  dn  OoaTcrnment. 

J.  O.  PBBBY,  Esq.,  Inspeeton  ef  Prifoof  ofOreftl  Britain. 

COL.  JBBB,  Sureyor  Oenenl  of  Priioni  and  Director  of  the  Conviet  Prisoni  of  Oieal  Britain. 

BDWIN  CHADWICK,  Eaq.,  London. 

Dr.  VERDEIL>  Member  of  the  Great  Ceonael,  Viee-Preiident  of  the  Oonneil  of  Health,  at 

Lanaanne,  Switserland. 
Dr.  G06SE,  Genera,  Switserland. 
JACOB  POST,  Eeq.,  London. 

Bar.  L.  DWIGHT,  Seeretary  of  Prison  Diidpline  Soeietj,  Boeton. 
FRANCIS  LIBBER,  ProfeaMr<yf  History  and  Politieal  Philosophy,  Colombia,  8.  C,  Gsr- 

Memb.  of  the  Institute  of  France. 
WM.  P.  FOULKE,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

M.  MORE  AU  CHRISTOPHE,  CheraUer  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  Fianoe. 
Dr.  VARRENTRAP,  Germany. 
8.  G.  HOWE,  M.  D.,  Boston. 
Miss  D.  L.  DIX,  Boston,  Massaehnsetls. 
Mrs.  E.  W.  FARNHAM,  California. 
Prof.  NATHAN  DAVID,  Copenhagen,  Denmaik. 
CHARLES  SUMNER,  Esq.,  Bcston. 
Prof.  I.  L.  TELLKAMPF,  Berlin,  Pmsria. 
JOHN  HAVILAND,  Prison  Arobiteet,  PhUadelphia. 
GEORGE  SUMNER,  Esq.,  Boston. 

N.  B.    The  Physician  and  Warden  or  Keeper  of  each  Penitentiary  are,  ex  offido,  Cerree- 
frrt^^  Bembersof  the  Exeootire  Oonmittee% 


lONORART  LIFE  MEMBERS  of  the  EXECUTIYE  COMMITTEE 

BT  PAYMENT  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  OR  UPWARDS. 


Ciiy  qf  Nne-Tork. 

BOORBCAN,  JAMES  lONTURN,  ROBERT  B. 

BROWN,  JAMES  PARKER,  CHARLES 

CROBBT>  WM.  B.  WALKER,  JOSEPH 

DELANO,  JA8.  WAREEir,  WOOD,  WILLIAM 

WOOLSET,  E.  J. 

REV.  WM.  AITDRSWS,  R£Y.  DR.  BEEMAIT. 

REY.  H.  a.  LUDLOW. 
REY.  MR.  DARLING. 


REY.  G.  W*  PERKINS. 


LIFE  MEMBERS 


Of  the  Association  J  by  payment  of  twenty  fiffe  dollars  and 

upwards. 


Alsop,  J.  W., 
Aspinwall,  W.  H., 
Astor,  Wm.  B., 
Barcla  J,  Anthony, 
Bard,  John, 
BarroDy  Thomas, 
Bartlett,  Edwhi, 
Beebee,  S  J., 

B ,  J.  Jas., 

Belmont,  August, 
Bennett,  Jas.  6., 
Benzon,  E.  L., 
Blanco,  B., 
Breyoort,  H., 
Brevoort,  J.  Carson, 
Bridge,  L.  K., 
Bridge,  John, 
Bronson,  Mrs.  Arthur, 
Brooks,  Sidney, 
Broom,  S., 
Brown,  Stewart, 
Brown,  Jas , 
Bruce,  Geo., 
Bushnell,  0., 
Butler,  B  P., 
Bliss,  Ira, 
Chauncey,  Henry, 
Collins,  E.K., 
Corse,  Israel, 
Curtiss,  Cyrus, 
Daly,  Chas.  P., 


Derham,  H.  C., 
Douglass,  Wm.  H., 
Duer,  John, 
Edmonds,  J.  W. 
Engs,  P.  W., 
Field,  B.  H., 
Field,  H.  W., 
Fish,  Hamilton, 
Foster,  Jr.,  James, 
Freeland,  J., 
Furniss,  W.  P., 
Garner,  F., 
Gilson,  John, 
Graham,  J.  B., 
Gregory,  D.  S., 
Green,  J.  C, 
Grinnell,  Henry, 
Grosvenor,  Jasper, 
Halstead,  Wm.  H., 
Hedges,  Timothy, 
Herrick,  J.  K., 
Herring,  S.  C , 
Horn,  Jas., 
Howland,  G.  G., 
Howland,  S.  S., 
Howland,  Edgar  W. 
Hunt,  Thos , 
Hussey,  George  F., 
Irwing,  Richard, 
Jay,  John, 
Johnson,  Alex.,  8., 


10 


[A 


Johnston,  John, 
Jones,  James  J., 
Jones,  Walter,  R., 
Kirkland,  S., 
Langdon,  Mrs., 
Leeds,  SamU, 
Lenox,  James, 
Leyray,  Jacob, 
Leray,  Jacob  R , 
Leupp,  C.  M., 
Lord,  Rufus  L., 
Lorrilard,  Jr.,  Peter, 
Low,  Cornelius, 
Low,  Nicholas, 
Mann,  A., 
Mathews,  J., 
McBride,  Jas., 
McCoun,  Wm.  T., 
Morgan,  £.  D., 
Murray,  Lindley, 
Morgan,  M., 
Nevins,  R.  H., 
Newell,  Wm., 
Niblo,  William, 
Norrie,  A., 
O'Conor,  C  , 
Olyphant,  D.  W.  C, 
Outhout,  Wm., 
Palmer,  John  J., 
Parmly,  E., 
Pell,  F., 
Plialon,  J., 


Ray,  Robert, 
Rhinelander,  Wm.  C, 
Robert  C.  R., 
Roosevelt,  C.  V.  8.9 
Ruggles,  8.  B., 
Russell,  Israel, 
Sampson,  Joseph, 
Sands,  David, 
Schermerhorn,  Peter, 
Selden,  Dudley, 
Sherman,  Austin, 
Spencer,  Wm.  A., 
Sturges,  Jonathan, 
Styrvent,  Gerard, 
Talbot,  Chas.  N., 
Titus,  Jas.  H., 
Townsend,  S.  P., 
Tremble,  George, 
Van  Nest,  Abraham, 
Vannostrand,  James, 
Van  Rensselaer,  P.  S., 
Van  Rensselaer,  P.  S.,  Jr., 
Walker,  W., 
Wards,  A., 
Wetmore,  P.  M., 
White,  Ely, 
Whitney,  Wm.  E., 
Winthrop,  B.  R., 
Wilderniing,  Wm.  E., 
Wolfe,  John  D., 
Woolsey,  E.  J. 


Burrell,  D. 
Packer,  Wm.  S. 
Vassar,  M. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Ark. 
^  »r.  Mr.  Searles. 


Salisbury^  Herkimer  Co.^  JST.  F. 

Broohly'<j  L,  L 

Pvughkeepsie^  JV.  F. 

Walerburyj  Cvfin 

Rev.  Mr.  Elliott. 
Merridtfiy  Conn. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
^nd  Donations  from  January  Ij  1853,  to  December  31,  1853. 

January. 

Peter  Lorrilard, $10 

Henry  Barclaj, 25 

James  L.  Stratton, 3 

M.  Monson, 10 

Edwin  Mills, 1 

Samuel  Blackwell,.* •  5 

Josiah  Blackwell, 5 

Stephen  A   Halsey, 5 

E.  J.  Woolsey, 100 

C.  H.  Marshall, 5 

€.  £.  Quincey, 5 

P.  Diago, 5 

Coolidge  and  Young, 5 

O  Bushnell, 5 

Will'm.  Douglas, 50 

Shern  an  and  Collins, 10 

Dio  &  Co., 5 

J.  H.  Brown  &  Co., 5 

Robert  Kelly, 5 

John  N.  Wyckoff, 5 

Wm.  H.  Harbeck, 5 

Daniel  Merserole, 10 

Mrs.  H.  Rosevelt, 6 

Edward  Bridge, 5 

WilPm  E.  Warren, 8 

R.  M.  Blackwell, 5 

6.  DoltKirgan, 5 

James  Gruikshanks, % 

IJios.  Owen, •••••%••••      \^ 


• 


IS  [AlSKMBLT 

T.B.Poster, |5 

Wm.  H.  Adams, • 3 

Thos.  Jackson, 6 

Jacob  Badger, 5 

B.  D.  Forrest, 5 

J.  C.  Zimmerman, • 6 

George  Palon, 5 

Harper  &  Brother, • 5 

Mahlon  Day, 5 

Robert  B.  Collins, 6 

J.  Mortimer,  Jr., 6 

9873 

Sundry  donations  in  cash,  from  live  donors,  in  sums  of  from 

one  to  iive  dollars, 11 

1384 

Collections  in  February. 

Bouny  D.  Ivenois  &  Co., $10 

M.  Livingston, 10 

S.  Rohnstamun, 6 

James  6.  Dale, 10 

S.  L  Buck  &  Co., 6 

F.  Victor  &  Achelis, 6 

J.  P.  Nesmith, 6 

H.  Honnegan  &  Co  , ^  6 

Spies,  Christ  &  Co., 6 

Theodore  Perry, 5 

Permer,  McMillan  &  Archur, 6 

Sam.  McMangum, 5 

J.  S.  Littlejohn, S 

C.  J.  Dambman, 3 

John  Slade, 3 

Will'm  Bradford, 5 

Jeremiah  Clark, 5 

Powell  &  Co., 6 

Josiah  Lane, 35 

JP.  CoUiaetttL  Co., ;«««.  V^ 


No.   148.]  IS 

Hendricks  &  Brothers, '|10 

F.  W.  Letucher  &  Hurd, 5 

Balph  W.  Newton, 5 

David  Lane, i 

Coddington,.  1 

F.  Schuchardt, 5 

B.  P.  Seaver, 8 

O.  Brown, 10 

G.  Tremble, 50 

A.  Iselin  &  Co., 10 

Ovelricks  &  Co., '. 6 

J.  D.  Wright, 10 

Mell, 6 

Nelson  &  Anthony 5 

Lobaeh  &  Sohepeler, 5 

A.  W.  Limontj 6 

L.  Norris, •  1 

George  6.  Haydock, 10 

E.  &  R.  R.  Graves, 10 

—  Moran, 5 

Oppie  &  Schuln, 5 

Tred  well , 1 

Davis, 2 

E.  C.  Litchfield, 10 

Estcher  &  Burch, 6 

Edward  Striker, , 5 

Rodewaldt  &Bro  , • 5 

Otto  A  Schmid, 6 

8.  R.  Dow, 2 

Long  k  Davenport, 5 

8.  A.  SchieflTelin, 6 

A.  H.  Ward, 1 

Edward  Kellogg, 5 

Dntilh  &  Co., 5 

Stone  &  Co., 25 

Mitchell  &  Pott, 10 

T.  B.  Brown,  ,  ^ 

Hi  a  Deckbam, ^      ^ 


14  [AMBOLt 

Wm.  Moon $6 

Boni  Schleiper  Haarhaus, S 

Kehls  &  Toaper 6 

I.  3.  Merriam, 6 

H.  Beeker  &  Omeve, 9 

Hubbell  &  Patton, 5 

French  Consol  General,    6 

M.  Webb, 3 

Sundry  donatloDs  in  cash  from  fifteen  donors,  In  Bums  of  ttom 

(1  to  $5  each, 34 

$485 


ColUclumt  in  March. 

Gilbert,  Cox 4  Johnson, ■...  $26  00 

Whitlock,  Nichols  &  Co., 10  00 

R.  Irving, 10  00 

Patterson,  Adams  i  Co., 10  00 

A.  Woodruff, 5  00 

Harper  &  Co., 5  00 

■ Lowber, 2  00 

Edward  D.  Spragae, 5  00 

Diago,  Bro.  &  Co., 5  OO 

P.  C.  Van  Schaick, 6  00 

,  Bennington,  Miller  &  Co., 3  00 

Cog8«ille, 6  00 

Augustus  Crane, 5  oO 

Coolidge  &  Young, 5  00 

Coolidge  &  Peck, 2  00 

Coolidge  &  Whitlock, 2  00 

Harmony,  Nephews,  &  Co., 10  00 

Samuel  Barstow, 1  oO 

George  Hawes, 6  00 

Bartholomew  Blancho, 25  00 

8.  B.  Collins, 5  00 

Henry  Delafleld, 10  00 

George  B.  Pearson, 3  00 

JaaesWamB, ^^ 


No.  143.  J  15 

Edgar, 6  00 

Junes  Hanter, 5  00 

E.  H.  SwaiD, 1  00 

Thomas  Prosser, 3  00 

Garey&Cc, 15  00 

fcraelCowo, 25  00 

Heniy  Bange, 5  00 

Sundry  donations  in  cash  from  11  donors,  in  sums  of 

from$l  to  $3  each, 21  00 

$249  00 


OolUctvms  in  Jtpril. 

£.  JenDing9,  Jr., 5  00 

HUl,»Hyde  &Co., 5  00 

Fred.  C.  Gebhard, 6  00 

Beebe,  Moyar  k  Co., 5  00 

Lyon, 25 

F.  Peek, 8  00 

Nelson  Wells  &  Co., 6  00 

Frwaeis  B.  Cuniffe, 5  00 

Ingoldsby, 6  00 

Beebe&Co., 10  00 

Reynolds, 1  00 

Bramhall,  Abemethy  &  Collins, 5  00 

Mavict&  Boberts, 5  00 

P.  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  Jr., 25  00 

S.G.Bc^art, 5  00 

189  85 
Sundiy  donations  in  cash  from  13  donors,  in  sums  of  from 
♦lto|25e8ch, 4160 

$130  75 

Collections  in  June. 

ANorrie, $25  00 

R.H.  Nevios, "i^  ^^ 

RH.WJnshw, Vi  ^ 


1<  [A 

Eutnum,  Sheldon  &  Towtwend, , . , ,  5  00 

Loder  k  Co., 5  gg 

$70  00 

Donation  in  cash  from  one  person, 1  00 

•Tl  00 

CoUeeliont  in  July. 

Bobert  Ray, gg  gg 

E.T.Rydfr 5  gg 

Lacenby  &  Co., 1  oo 

Lottimer,  Large  ft  Co  , 10  00 

E.  H.  Shipman, 5  00 

G.  W.  Brown, 5  gg 

Morau  k  Brother, 10  qo 

8.  Cambreleng, , 10  gg 

J.H.  Abwl, [[[][[  il  gg 

Elder  &  Painter, 10  00 

Rev.  L.  Correll, 2  00 

William  NlMo, 25  og 

W.  A.  Butler, ].  5  oo 

C.  H.  Rogers, .,  5  qq 

C.  E.  Habltch  &  Co., 5  oo 

Bush  &  Mantittrick, 5  00 

Tapscott&Co, 10  00 

Hermons,  Boker  &  Co., 5  oo 

Clark,  Wilson  t  Co., B  00 

Wm.  Oothout, 6  00 

f'l^w, 10  00 

G.  G.  Lampoon, 5  gg 

JDonbleday  k  Beck, 5  00 

A.  B.  &;  D.  Sands, 5  00 

H.  Metcalf, 1  gg 

«184  00 
Jlugu$t  \it. 

Gordon  &  Talbot, 10  oo 

Anguste  Plemming, 5  ug 

Tlios.  Messenger,...' 5  gg 

ff.D.  CromweU, '(» tSft 

E.  Seek  &  Kurcbaidtj ^^ 


No.  ia.|  17 

Oetnrd  ^Uoek^ 5  00 

J.  H.  Openbeim, S  00 

Wm.  C.  Bryant, 6  00 

Jaeob  A.  Westorrelt, * 5  00 

Got-  Horttio  Seymour, 10  00 

B.  F.  Butler, 10  00 

A.  Barclay, 6  00 

J.  Caswell, ,' 10  00 

Ball,  Black  &  Co., 6  00 

R.  B.  Mlntnm, 26  00 

Goodhue  &  Co., 25  00 

Samnel  Wllletta, »  10  OO 

Hargousft  Brothen, 10  00 

J.Beveridge, 5  00 

GreeoeC.  BroDSOB) &  00 

George  Walkw, 5  00 

F.  Hendricks, 3  00 

EUahft  Riggs, 6  00 

t183  00 

ColltctioM  in  Stptembtr. 

Reynold*, $1  00 

J<AnMnhau, 6  00 

Haight,Hal8eyftCo., 5  00 

B.  WUIiaiM, ,,  5  00 

H.  E.  Dibble, 6.00 

Ohas.  Partridge, 10  00 

F.  H.  Bartholomew, , 6  00 

Mrs.  Maltland,  5  00 

Thot.  Borrow, ,....,.,.  10  00 

Urs-Dodley, 1  00 

Geo^P.  Lord, 5  00 

Todd, 1  00 

Close, 1  00 

Boieeaufc  Buret, 10  00 

Aoguotle  Jean  Renand, 5  00 

fi.Merr, \^ 


Iff  [Ambkblv 

Thos.  Slooombi • 5  OO 

Samuel  Grajdon^ » 5  00 

J.Wood, ^ 1  OO 

186  00 
Sundry  donations  In  cash,  from  three  donors,  In  snms  of 

from  one  to  ten  dollars  each, 12  00 

198  00 

'  SS3BSSSSS9 

OdUeiions  in  OctfAit. 

Goodband  &  Hame, $5  00 

Silas  C.  Herring, 10  00 

Francis  Hall, 5  00 

A.  N.  W.  Vetchen, «  00 

H.  Anderson, «. 1  00 

P.Church, 10  00 

Robert  Colgate, 5  00 

JohnA.Dix, 6  00 

8.  Wood, 3  00 

J.  G.Bennett, 10  00 

J.  M.  Mortimter, 6  00 

Bodey, 1  00 

Coreles, 1  00 

Bnrkhalter, 3  00 

Daniel  P.  Smyth, 5  00 

Wm.  Everdell,  Jr., 1  00 

Sam.  D.  Yandenbergh,  . » 1  OO 

H.  E.  Droz, • 8  OO 

Haskell,  Merrick  k  Bull, 10  OO 

Francis  Dubois, 4  00 

Williamson  &  Goldsmith, 5  00 

A.Polk, 1  OO 

A.  Barbier, 1  00 

Jacob  Courvoiseer  &;  Co.,. 6  00 

Ryder— Bookseller, 1  00 

O.  B.  Tweedy, 10  00 

Chas.  Burkholter, 5  00 

T:  A.  Delano, ^^ .....^  ^  Oft 


R.  V.  H.  qibbard, 1  00 

Blias,  Potter  &  Cq., , S  00 

D.  M.  Darival, S  00 

S.  Qoolding, 1  00 

tl3S  00 
Bandrj  donationa  from  seven  donors,  In  snoiB  of  from 

25  cents  to  5  dollars, 1126 

I14S  » 


CoUtcUotu  tK-Jfactmhtr. 

Henry  Chauoeey, 935  00 

xW.  C.  Rhinelander,....,.. .: ; 35  00 

/ames  Lenox, * ..,...,,, 26  00 

Reiss.  Brothers  &;  Co., 10  00 

Allen,  Hazen  &  Co 10  00 

R.  Falaeeea, 6  00 

J.  Goddard, 3  00 

Rorerald, 100 

Chas.  N.Talbot, 30  00 

A.H  W.Ward, 10  00 

Horatio  Allen, 5  00 

Bradfah  Johnson, 5  00 

Paton  k  Stewart, 5  00 

Robert  Dillon, 10  00 

William  Walker, 10  00 

A.  N.  Joeelyn, 1  00 

W.  N.  Hnnt, 50 

W.P.  Fumlss, 5  00 

J.  Stnrges, 35  00 

Walter  B.  Jones, 10  00 

Bom,  Sohleiper  &  Co., 5  00 

Wm.  VonLeth, S  00 

Joshaa  Walker, 10  W 

Doubleday  and  Beek, 5  00 


1234  60 


I 

CoUeciums  im  Deaanber.  ^ 

Ka7lor&0o.,...4 125  00 

JosephOakes, 8  00 

Ohas.  Lagorjy 6  00 

Koop,  Fishcher  &  Co.| 5  00 

D,  H.NeFiM, 1 15  00 

F.Hooee, '. 3  00 

J.  G.  Palmer, 25  00 

8:Kna|p, 10  00 

Stamford,  Mann  &  Co., 10  00 

▲.A.  Low, 15  00 

J.F.  Sheafe, 20  00 

Wm.  H.  Aspinwall 85  00 

Olyphants  Sons, , 10  00 

$171  00 
Siuidry  donations  in  cash  from  6  donors,  in  sums  of  from 

ten  to  twenty  dollars, 80  00  ' 

$351  ee 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  ExMntive  Cemmittee  of  the  Piisei  Assoctatiei  of 

New-Terk. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Prison  Association  respectfully 
present  to  the  Legislature  a  summary  of  their  doings  and  Investt- 
gations  for  the  year  1853. 

Debarred  for  four  years  by  the  opposition  of  the  Prison  Inspee- 
tors,  from  the  exercise  of  their  rights  and  duties  in  the  indepen* 
dent  examination  of  the  State  Prisons,  some  of  the  gentlemen  fot^ 
merly  devoted  to  the  work  contemplated  by  our  organization 
have  withdrawn  from  the  Assoclatfon,  preferring  other  fields  of 
philanthropic  labor,  where  their  time  and  energies  would  not  be 
wasted  in  fruitless  litigation  and  contest  with  those  who  should 
be  aids  and  advocates. 

This  diminution  in  the  number  of  our  active  associates,  and  the 
uncertainty  of  our  relations  to  the  constituted  prison  authoritieSi 
have  combined  greatly  to  reduce  the  efficiency  and  usefulness  of 
the  Association.  Forgetting,  however,  the  past,  except  as  profit 
may  be  derived  from  its  unfortunate  experiences,  the  committee 
enter  upon  another  year,  resolved  to  do  with  their  might  what 
their  hands  find  to  do,  for  the  rescue  of  the  fallen  and  friendless, 
and  their  restoration  to  themselves  and  to  society. 

By  the  present  arrangements  of  the  Association,  it  Is  believed 
that  very  few  cases  of  arrest  on  the  charge  of  crime  will  hereafter 
occur  in  the  city,  properly  demanding  our  notice,  which  will  not 
be  reached  by  the  committee,  either  personally  or  through  the 
agent. 

The  committee  are  not  governed  by  any  mawkish  aentlmeutal- 
ity  in  their  dealings  with  prisoners  of  any  g;cai3L<b»    tViC^  \&»«sl 


never  to  interfere  with  the  proper  administration  of  Justice,  nor  to 
interpose  obstacles  to  the  due  execution  of  the  laws.  But  many  inno^ 
cent  persons  are  arrested  on  suspicion ,  and  sometimes,  too,  through 
the  false  swearing  or  mistaken  testimony  of  malicious  or  deceived 
witnesses,  are  condemned  to  punishment ;  not  unfrequently  fo- 
reignersj  ignorant  even  of  the  language,  without  fUends  or  means, 
are  found  in  our  houses  of  detention,  in  a  state,  as  may  well  be 
conceived,  bordering  on  despair;  children,  too,  detected  in  petty 
pflfering—their  first  essays,  it  may  be,  in  the  lessons  taught  them 
by  criminal  adepts — are  thrown  into  the  common  receptacle  of 
the  city's  felons.  These,  and  other  cases,  of  like  claims  on  a  wise 
benevolence,  demand  and  receive  our  attention. 

The  committee  have  steadily  aimed  to  point  out  the  abnaes 
which  seem  to  have  become  incorporated  in  this  part  of  our  penal 
aystem.  We  have  heretofore  so  enlarged  on  these  matters,  that 
we  now  deem  it  surplusage  to  do  more  than  remind  the  Legisla- 
tare  of  the  mass  of  important  testimony  to  be  found  in  our  pre- 
vious reports,  but  which  seems  never  to  have  awakened  attention 
or  provoked  inquiry. 

We  invite  attention  to  the  follpwing  sections  of  the  law  <<  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  county  and  State  prisons,  &c.,''  Re- 
vised Statutes,  3d  ed.,  pp.  785  and  786. 

■ 

§  17.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prisons 
to  visit  and  inspect,  either  separately  or  collectively,  at  least  once 
in  each  year,  all  the  jails  or  other  county  prisons,  penitentiaries 
and  houses  of  detention  in  this  State. 

^  18.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
the  preceding  section,  they  shall  as  soon  as  practicable,  after 
entering  upon  their  official  duties,  designate  and  set  apart  to  each 
of  their  number  the  counties  to  be  so  visited  by  them  respectively, 
during  the  current  year,  for  the  purpose  of  such  inspection,  and 
shall  at  the  same  time  adopt  such  plan  and  regulation,  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  laws  of  this  State,  as  they  shall  deem  expedient 
and  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  a  uniform  system  f4>r  the  govern- 
ment  and  regulation  of  all  the  county  prisons  in  this  State,  and 


for  the  modification  and  improvement  of  the  structure  of  such 
jaih  aad  prisons^  with  a  view  to  such  uniformity. 

^  21.  Such  Inspector  or  Inspector?,  after  a  careful  and  thorough 
examination  and  inspection  of  each  jail  and  prison,  shall  imme- 
^lately  make  a  detailed  report  of  the  same,  stating  the  condition 
of  the  same  at  the  time  of  such  inspection,  the  number  of  persons 
confined  therein  for  the  year  ending  at  the  date  of  such  report,  the 
^causes  of  such  confinement,  the  manner  in  Mrhich  convicts  confined 
4n  such  Jail  or  prison  during  that  period  have  been  employed,  the 
number  of  persons  usually  confined  together  in  one  room,  the  dis- 
tinction, if  any,  usually  observed  in  the  treatment  of  persons 
(herein  confined,  the  evils  and  abuses,  if  any,  found  to  exist  in 
Qie  prison,  and  particularly  whether  any  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  said  Board  of  Inspectors,  or  the  provisions 
contained  in  title  Ist  of  this  act,  have  been  violated,  so  far  as  the 
informatioa  required  in  this  section  can  be  obtained  from  the' 
records  of  said  jail  or  prison,  or  otherwise. 

^  22.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Inspector  or  Inspectors  to 
note  and  include  in  such  report,  or  append  thereto,  any  defect  or 
defects  he  may  deem  to  exist  in  the  structure  or  arrangements  of 
aaid  jail  or  prison,  and  to  suggest  such  improvements  in  the  same 
«s  he  may  deem  to  be  necessary  to  carry  into  successful  operation, 
«nd  to  ensure  uni^rmity  in  the  system  by  them  adopted ;  and  he 
or  they  shall  then  immediately  leave  with  the  county  judge  of 
such  county  «  duplicate  copy  of  such  report  and  suggestions, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  file  the  same  with  the  cleric  of  said 
county,  and  cause  a  copy  thereof,  if  he  shall  approve  the  same,  or 
Buy  part  thereof,  with  such  approval  endorsed  thereon,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  said  county* 

§  24.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  annually^ 
on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  January  in  each  year,  to  make  an 
abstract  report  of  their  inspections  of  such  county  jails  or  prisons 
to  the  Legislature,  in  which  report  shall  be  included,  in  tabular 
form,  a  summary  of  the  record  required  by  the  fifteenth  section 
of  this  act,  to  be  kept  by  the  keepers  of  «udi  county  iaite  axid 


It  will  be  seen  tliat  the  duty  of  the  State  Friioii  IiMpeelon  as 
to  the  yearly  TUitation  asd  iDspection  of  all  the  jails  of  other 
eoanty  prisons  in  the  State,  and  of  reporting  thereon  to  the  Legis- 
lature, is  very  elearly  defined  and  required. 

The  reports  of  the  Inspectors,  however,  for  several  years,  con- 
tain not  one  return  relative  to  the  county  prisons  and  penitentia- 
jries.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  this  duty  has  been  over- 
loolLcd,  as  the  county  prison,  in  numberless  instances,  is  but  the 
primary  department,  where  the  noviciate  in  crime  is  prepared  for 
the  higher  range  of  studies  in  the  State  prisons,  where  he  at  length 
graduates  fully  fitted  for  a  career  of  scientific  wrong-doing. 

It  is  doubtless  with  a  wise  reference  to  thia contingency  that  the 
law  provides,  that  keepers  of  couuty  prisons  shall  ^<  l^eep  the  pA- 
soners  committed  to  their  charge, as  far  as  may  be  practicable^  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  from  each  other,  and  shall  prevent  all  conversa- 
tion between  them."  There  should  be  no  exception  to  this  prac- 
ticability ;  it  should  be,  in  all  cases,  peremptorily  required. 

Mudt  the  Stat e^  by  its  own  agencies,  be  the  meant  of  completing 
the  depravation  of  those  who,  through  neglect,  temptations  or  evil 
associations,  have  once  become  obnoxious  to  its  penal  laws  1  Tet 
the  inevitable  resuli  of  the  jail  associations  to  which  the  young 
culprit  is  introduced,  is  to  widen  his  sphere  of  criminal  know- 
ledge, to  blunt  the  penitential  feeliugs  which  are  naturally 
awakened  on  the  first  detection  in  crime,  and  to  arouse  the  reck- 
less vengeance  which  impels  tlie  old  convict  to  desperate  wicked- 
ness. 

We  can  now  but  emphatically  repeat  ourlormer  protests  against 
a  longer  continuance  of  the  vicious  jail  system  of  our  State. 
However  theorists  may  dififer  as  to  the  best  method  of  dealing 
with  convicted  criminals,  on  this  point  all  writers  on  penal  legis- 
lation agree  that,  before  trial  the  separation  of  the  accused  from 
all  possible  association  with  others  similarly  situated,  should  be 
absolute  and  perfect.  It  is  due  to  the  prisoner  himself  >  for  if 
proved  innocent  on  trial,  he  should  not  be  sent  out  into  the  world 
subject  at  any  moment  to  be  mortified  and  injured  by  the  mall- 
e/ous  recogohlon  of  the  old  offender,  w\io  ma.^  \iaNe  %ft«^\iVikV& 


the  sad  hoar  of  his  detention}  nor  again,  should  he  be,  especially 
If  yoong,  or  by  reason  of  mental  weakness,  or  neglected  moral 
tminiogy  liable  to  be  drawn  away  from  the  path  of  duty,  exposed 
to  the  seductive  arts  of  the  practiced  and  hardened  villain ;  and 
even  if  guilty,  surely  a  world  of  sinners  ought  at  least  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  for  undisturbed  reflection  and  repentance.  Socie- 
ty owes  this  likewise  to  itself;  for  here,  if  anywhere,  the  criminal 
may  be  saved.  The  seed  of  evil  should  be  destroyed  whilst  it  is 
young  and  vigorous ;  nay,  the  poisonous  blossoms  should  not  be 
ioftered  to  drop  its  seed.  It  is  not  an  exotic,  or  of  fo  reed  cnl 
tare ;  it  does  not  require  care  or  attention  to  develop  and  propa- 
gate it.  Simple  n^lect  will  do  the  work  effectually ;  leave  it  to 
itself,  and  like  the  thistle  down,  it  will  take  root  on  the  highways 
as  well  as  the  by-wa)  s,  on  the  most  sterile  soil  and  the  richest 
virgin  lands. 

We  do,  then,  most  urgently  ask  the  ^Legislature  to  institute  a 
rigid  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  every  house  of  detention  in  the 
State,  and  to  revise  the  laws  for  their  government,  so  that  they 
may  no  longer  be  mere  feeders  for  our  State  prisons. 

We  submit  a  comparative  table  of  arrests  for  crimes  agaiiiat 
property  in  the  city  of  New-Tork,  for  the  years  1851,  %  '3.  It 
is  gratifying  to  observe  that  whilst  the  increase  of  1852  on  1851, 
was  about  six  per  cent.,  the  decrease  of  1853  on  1852,  was  about 
four  per  cent.,  and  this  too  with  a  rapidly  increasing  population. 
This  decrease,  we  think,  must  be  attributed  to  a  number  of  co- 
operating causes.  During  the  last  year,  our  police  system  has,  in 
some  respects,  assumed  a  more  systematic  and  effective  character. 
Not  less  beneficial  is  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, before  whom  all  derelicts  in  the  department  are  promptly 
summoned  for  examination  and  punishment.  Nor,  in  this  con- 
nection, should  we  fail  to  notice  the  very  strenuous  exertions 
that  have  been  put  forth  during  the  year  by  various  benevolent 
associations  to  save  the  hitherto  neglected  children  of  the  city. 

This  table  is  compiled  from  the  returns  of  the  chief  of  police. 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE. 
Crimu  agavui  Property  in  Jftti}-  York  City, 
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The  sn«8t8  for  offences  of  all  descriptioas  ia  the  city  of  Nev- 

Tork,  ia  the;ear  1851,  were, 36,224 

do  1852,  wtre, 36,268 

do  1853,  were, 39,786 

The  arrests  in  the  same  years  for  the  tnisdemeanors  generally 
uidng  from  intempersQce,  were  as  follows : 


Assault  and  battery, 

Disorderly  conduct, 

Intoxication, 

do        and  disord.cond., 
Vagrancy, 


4,877 
4,912 
7,658 
5,858 
3,462 


IS»1. 
4,984 
4,592 
8,754 
5,972 
3,014 


3,127 

4,979 
10,850 
7,197 
3,312 


26,767  27,316  29,495 


Aa  a  suggestive  appendix  to  these  Acts,  it  may  be  noted  that 
on  the  31st  Dec  ,  1853,  spirituous  liquors  were  sold 

In  licensed  shops, 6,831 

tn  unlicensed  shops, 244 

Total, 7,065 

and  that  of  these,  5,333  were  kept  open  on  Sunday. 

A  ommendable,  and  to  some  extent  a  successful  effort,  has 
been  made  since  January  1, 1854,  In  some  of  the  wards,  to  en- 
^Jbtve  the  ordioaace  against  the'  traffic  on  Sunda.^ . 
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The  following  tables  Arom  the  Report  for  the  year  1853,  of  the 
Warden  of  the  City  Prison  to  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House 
Department,  also  contain  matter  for  serious  thought  by  the  legis- 
lator and  the  philanthropist.  Intemperance  and  ignorance  would 
seem  to  be  the  proximate  causes  of  the  principal  part  of  the  com- 
mitments. 


Table  A. 
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Flnt  Dislrldi  Priaon. 


Remaining  in  prison,  Jan.  Ist,  . . 
Beceived  during  the  year,  ...••• 

Discharged,  • «   • 

Eloped, 

Deceased, . .  •  ^ 

Executed, • 

Sent  to  BlacJcwell'S  Island, 

do     State  Prison, « •  •  •  • 

Remaining  in  prison,  Dec.  31st, . 

In  addition  to  the  number  receiv- 
ed at  the  First  District  Prison, 
viz., 

There  were  al^o  discharged  from 

the  Second  District  prison, . .  •  • 

Third  District  prison, 

Making  the  total  number  of  com- 
mitments during  the  year,  ... 
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261 
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480 


28,531 


Tablb  B. 


No.  reoeived  vhb  were  natives, 

do  foretgnen, 

do  married, 

do  single, 

do  widot^ed, 

No.  received  whose  social  relations  were 

nnlcnown, 


do 
do 


who  were  of  temperate  habits, 
intemperate  habits, 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


who  could  not  read, 

who  ooald  read  onlf, 

who  eoald  read  and  write, . . 
who  were  well  educated, .... 
who  were  classically  educated 
whose  education  was  unknown 


4,427 
14,788 


19,165 


7,676 
10,969 
38ii 

238 


19,165 

3,637 
15,528 

19,165 
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1,875 
7,491 


9,36628,631 


4,013 

4,466 

718 

169 


19,165 


9,36628 

762 
8,604124 


3,570 

3,124 

2,369 

118 


185 
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6,302 
22,229 


11,689 

15,435 

1,100 

407 


9,36628,631 


9,36628,631 


Those  designated  as  <<  unknown"  were  insane,  unable  to  speak 
English,  or  refused  to  answer. 
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Tjkbls  D. 


OmSCB8» 


Abandon  ment, 

Arson, ••..•• 

Assault  and  battery, 

Attempt  to  commit  larceny, . . 

"  "        rape,  ..•. 

^  kill, 

Bastardy, 

Bigamy, 

Burglary, 

Contempt  of  court, 

Cruelty  to  animals, • . . 

Culpable  carelessness, ...   .  •  • 

Disobedient  appientices, 

Disorderly  conduct,.. ........ 

Embezzlement,. . .  • 

Escaped  convict, 

Felony, 

Forgery, 

Fugitives  from  justice, 

Furious  drivicg, 

Gambling, 

Grand  larceny,.. 

Intoxication, 

Illegal  voting, 

Indecent  exposure  of  persons,. 

Insanity, 

Interfering  with  officers, 
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Table  D. — (Coneluded  ) 


OFFENCES. 


8KC0ND   DI8TSI0T 

PBisoir. 


Brought  forward, 

Keeping  disorderly  house, 

Kidoapping, 

Larceny, • 

Libel, 

Malicious  mischiei, 

Mayhem, .•••.. • .... 

Misdemeanors, 

Murder, •..••.••. 

Obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences, 

Petit  larceny, • 

Perjury, 

Poisoning,  ..••••• 

Rape, 

Receiving  stolen  goods, 

Riot, 

Robbery, 

Running  over  child, 

Seduction, • • .  •  • . 

Selling  diseased  meat, 

Suspicious  persons, 

Vagrancy, 

Violation  Corporation  Ordinances,. 

Violation  liquor  laws, 

Violation  lottery  laws, 
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It  will  be  seen  that  six-sevenths  of  all  persons  eommitted  to  the 
three  city  prisons  were  intemperate ;  that  one-third  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  whilst  only  me-fourteenth  were  well  edacated-. 

PBISON  DISCIPLINE. 

The  committee  ap^nd  to  this  report  the  resolts  of  the  exami- 
nations by  their  committees  of  inspection  of  Clinton  State  Prison, 
and  of  the  local  prisons  of  St.  Lawrence,  Essex,  Columbia  and 
Dutchess,  and  they  ask  an  attentiye  perusal  of  their  suggestions. 

*  The  committee  have  noticed  with  interest  that  our  prison 
alfidrs  haye,  during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  called 
forth  more  than  usual  consideration ;  especially,  howeyer,  with 
reference  to  their  financial  concerns.  It  is  not  now  our  intention 
to  enter  upon  any  inyestigation  of  the  mere  money  accounts  of 
prison  officers. 

The  Association  has,  in  former  reports,  rendered  the  State  no 
slight  seryice  in  this  regard,  in  connection  perhaps  with  our  ex- 
posure of  the  brutalities  of  some  of  the  keepers.  To  our  thorough 
and  rigid  investigations  of  the  accounts  of  Sing  Sing  Prison  may 
Indeed  most  probably  be  attributed  the  opposition  of  some  former 
officers  and  inspectors  to  our  examinations. 

Leaving  these  matters,  the  committee  repectfully  ask  the 
thoughtful  attention  of  the  Legislature,  and  of  their  fellow-eiti- 
aens,  to  some  suggestions  of  higher  moment  and  more  abiding  in- 
terest. It  is  time  to  consider  the  questions — Has  the  frison  sys- 
tem of  our  State  answered  the  expectations  of  its  originators  ?  and 
will  the  true  interests  of  society  be  best  subserved  by  its  continu- 
ance or  modification  1 

These  questions  are  not  to  receive  their  solution  by  simply 
<<  measuring  ourselves  by  ourselves,  or  comparing  ourselves 
among  ourselves."  We  are  wisely  told  that  this  is  ^^  not  wise." 
Yet  hitherto  it  has  apparently  been  taken  for  granted  that  no  im- 
provements are  to  be  expected  on  our  prison  system.  An  occa- 
sional discussion  has,  to  be  sure,  arisen  on  the  subject  of  contracts, 
or  supplies,  or  some  other  equally  trivial  matter,  but  neither 
wardens^  Inspectors,  or  other  constituled  a\x\\iotVV\^^\i^^%^Aft.m<^d 


of  late  years  to  oare  to  burthen  themselyes  with  the  inquiries^ 
How  can  the  future  and  moral  interests  of  the  prisoner  be  best 
promoted  ?  and  how  can  our  dealing  with  the  criminal  be  made 
to  repress  the  disposition  to  crime  in  others?  Our  prison  system 
has  been  measured  by  itself,  and  our  prisons  have  been  compared 
with  one  another,  and  mainly  with  reference  to  the  subordinate 
and  almost  ignoble  question— r What  do  they  cost  1 

Other  States  and  countries  have  gone  very  far  beyond  this; 

they  have  instituted  inquiries,  incurred  great   expense,   and 

tried  many  an  experiment  for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  their 

£gdlen  fellow  men,  and  preventing  otheis  from  coming  into  the 

same  condemnation,  and  it  is  mainly  by  their  experience  that  we 

are  to  be  guided  to  a  right  decision  as  to  our  own  duty. 

> 
It  cannot  yet  be  said  that  the  question  of  prison  discipline  has 

been  solved.  There  has  been,,  however,  an  approximation  to  it. 
The  world  is  wiser  than  when  the  criminal  was  chained  to  a 
soldier,  or  than  when  the  heterogenous  contents  of  prison  vans 
were  emptied  into  one  common,  indiscriminate,  festering  recep- 
tacle. 

These  things  at  least  have  been  learned :  that  the  criminal  is 
not  necessarily  irreclaimable ;  that  evil  communications  d«  •  corrupt 
good  manners ;  and  that  a  renewed  man  is  less  likely  to  lead 
others  into  sin  than  an  abandoned  felon. 

Following  up  these  modern  discoveries — we  will  not  stop  to  in- 
quire whether  they  were  admitted  truths  in  Judea  eighteen  cen- 
turies ago — our  prisons  have  been  so  constructed  as  to  prevent  the 
corrupting  influences  of  night  associations  amongst  convicts; 
their  system  of  government  by  day  has  aimed  to  restrict  at  least, 
if  not  to  prevent,  the  depraving  effects  of  idleness  and  free  inter- 
course ;  we  have  even  given  the  prisoners  a  Sabbath,  a  Bible,  a 
Chapel,  a  Mini^ster,  a  School  Book  and  a  Teacher.  And  so  some 
have  been  saved. 

But  the  consciences  of  many  are  not  yet  reached.  And  the  sad 
trntb  is,  that  our  mode  of  dealing  willilhe  ct\iu\Tv«\dkO^%\tfA.^^\Kt 


4% 

others  from  crime.     An  array  of  statistics  would  not  add  to  the 
common  conviction  of  these  truths. 

Still,  aiming  to  follow  to  their  legitimate  deductions  the  funda- 
mental principles  already  alluded  to,  we  inquire,  What  more  can 
bie  done  to  reclaim  the  criminal  1  Do  we  need  more  completely 
to  separate  him  from  his  fellow-convicts  1  Dees  he  need  more 
provision  for  his  moral  and  intellectual  nature  ?  What  are  the 
incentives  to  be  presented  to  him  for  amendment  and  improve- 
ment? 

We  have  a  double  object  to  gain  in  our  treatment  of  the  crimi- 
nal: by  his  punishment,  to  vindicate  the  righteousness  of  the 
law,  and  thus  to  deter  others  from  incurring  its  penalties,  and  to 
reclaim  him  who  is  brought  under  its  dealings. 

The  day  has  passed  when  society  can  be  content  with  the  simple 
incarceration  of  the  criminal.  If  shut  up  to-day,  to-morrow  he 
will  be  at  large,  carrying  into  his  renewed  associations  in  life  just 
the  character  which  he  has  formed  or  strengthened  when  under 
restraint.  That  character  tells  upon  others,  and  is  felt  strongly 
in  all  the  reticulations  of  the  social  fabric.  Since  Howard  threw 
open  prison  scenes  to  the  public  gaze,  there  has  been  a  growing 
conviction  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  conforming  the  discipline 
of  the  prison  house  to  the  teachings  of  philosophy  and  the  prompt- 
ings of  humanity. 

Under  the  lead  ot  Howard,  the  early  reformers  aimed  at  a 
classification  of  the  inmates  of  prisons,  as  the  method  most  likely 
to  remedy  the  manifold  evils  of  promiscuous  confinement.  It 
seemed  to  be  thought  that  as  a  matter  of  course  the  crimes  of  old 
culprits  would  be  of  the  highest  grades,  whilst  the  younger  would 
only  indulge  in  trivial  offences.  What  is  now  a  very  manifest 
fallacy,  had  then  to  be  discovered.  And  very  soon  the  discovery 
was  made.  The  man  criminally  disposed  indulges  his  propensi- 
ties as  opportunities  oflFer,  without  much  regard  to  the  kind  or 
degree  of  the  oflFence.  Grades  were  therefore  constantly  multi- 
plied, so  that  there  was  a  gradual  development  of  the  great  truth 
that  in  the  matter  of  character  each  man  is  a  grode  by  himself j  and 
if  ^o  ie  ^reaied  as  a  unit. 


No.  143.]  48 

But  such  a  solution  of  the  problem  involved  very  grave  conse- 
quences.  Economical  considerations  interposed,  and,  divested  of 
verbiage  and  the  set  phrases  of  penal  terminology,  the  question 
truly  at  issue  for  a  long  time,  was :  what  is  it  worth  to  the  eom« 
Bunity  to  save  a  erimioal  1  And  the  dollar  aspect  of  the  pro* 
Mem  is  altogether  too  prominent,  even  to  the  present  day.  The 
xedemptioh  of  a  lost  man  is  not  to  be  measured  by  such  a  standard. 

After  it  was  settled,  that  criminals  should  not  be  retained  in 
idleness,  the  discussion  at  once  arose  as  to  their  roost  profitable 
employment ;  and  however  other  motives  may  have  governed 
philanthropists  in  their  inquiries  on  the  furious  systems  of  disci* 
pline,  probably  this  has  had  more  to  do  with  the  action  of 
legislators  than  other  considerations.  It  might  naturally  be  in- 
ferred that  the  system  of  associated  labor  hence  came  into  such 
general  favor. 

But  experiment  and  progress  have  gone  beyond  this.  The 
tested  inefficiency  of  classification  as  a  general  system,  gradually 
led  to  the  idea  of  the  complete  separation  of  convicts  from  each 
other.  Our  own  State  was  amongst  the  first  to  try  the  experiment ; 
unfortunately,  however,  acting  on  the  single  idea  of  punishment, 
the  criminal  was  not  only  shut  ofi'from  all  association  with  others, 
but  he  was  left  to  absolute  idleness.  This  was  an  oscillation  of 
the  pendulum  to  the  other  extreme.  Promiscuous  intercourse,  it 
had  been  found,  resulted  in  the  total  depravation  of  the  moral 
faculties ;  solitary  confln«fment,  without  labor,  it  was  now  disco- 
vered must  overthrow  the  mental  powers.  The  man  was  wrecked, 
on  either  system. 

Not  discouraged,  however,  by  these  failures,  wise  and  humane 
men  still  pressed  the  inquiry,  with  the  light  of  a  more  varied  ex- 
perience, how  to  save  and  restore  the  criminal.  The  expensive 
and  thorough  experiments  made  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
have  probably  been  more  of  an  approximative  solution  of  the 
problem,  than  all  other  schemes  tried  in  our  own  country.  By 
combining  labor  with  separation  from  convict  intercourse,  and 
allowing  frequent  visits  by  upright  men,  the  mind  oi  the  prisoner 
/onnd  oecupatioD ;  directed  to  external  ob^ecl^  axv^l  ^wt%\^V^^  NX 
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no  longerpreyed  upon  itself,  and  measurably  at  least,  the  liability 
to  mania  was  obviated*  We  do  not  hj  any  means  undertake  to 
say,  that  mania  does  not  occur  under  the  separate  system,  as  now 
conducted  in  the  best  prisons;  but  this  at  least  must  be  admitted, 
that,  looking  at  the  comparatively  greater  difficulty  of  detecting 
mental  aberration  in  the  crowd  of  associated  felons,  and  looking 
also  at  the  certainly  greater  exposure  of  the  convict  to  moral 
induration  i::  such  a  situation,  impartial  judges  must  admit 
the  manifest  advantages,  in  the  aggregate,  of  the  separate  over 
the  congregate  system.  Our  limits  necessarily  prevent  enlarge- 
ment and  explanation  here.  That  the  congregate  systeoj,  in  its 
entirety,  as  conducted  ^n  our  State  is  a  failure,  must  be  acknow- 
ledged. And  that  the  separate  system,  as  it  exists  in  Pennsyl- 
vania,  has  arrived  at  perfection,  we  do  not  believe.  But  we  do 
think  that  the  two  experiments  have  lesulted  in  the  establishment 
of  certain  truths,  which  a  wise  legislation  will  not  disregard. 

Happily,  the  philanthropy  of  other  countries  has  kept  pace  with 
the  movements  in  our  own,  perhaps  in  some  respects  advanced 
beyond  them.  The  penal  colonies  of  England  have  been  the 
theatre  of  schemes  and  plans  for  the  treatment  of  the  criminal, 
to  an  extent  and  on  a  scale  greatly  beyond  our  limited  views. 
It  would  seem  indeed  that  the  authorities  of  our  father-land 
have  never  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  any  representations  or  sugges- 
tions which  appeared  to  have  a  fair  amount  of  motive  and  method 
to  recommend  them.  Most  prominent  amongst  these  schemes  is 
that  of  Capt.  Maconochie,  known  generally  as  the  <<  mark  system," 
introduced  by  him  on  Norfolk  Island  in  1839,  and  continued  for 
rather  more  than  two  years,  when  it  was,  in  terms,  abandoned. 
And  yet  it  seems  unjust  to  say  unqualifiedly  abandoned,  for 
whilst^  many  of  his  views  on  the  management  of  men,  but  more 
especially  in  the  carrying  out  of  his  own  plans,  proved  lamenta- 
ble failures,  yet,  alter  all,  their  distinguishing  feature  has  been 
incorporated  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  "  probationary  system," 
which  for  several  years  has  been  maintained  in  some  of  the  penal 
colonies  with  very  evident  success. 

Of  this  system  it  must  suffice  here  to  say,  that  the  terms  and 
character  of  punishment  under  it  are  mamA^  dev^Ti&«Ai\.QtL^<^ 
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conduct  of  the  criminal  whilst  undei^ing  sentence.  In  other 
words,  the  sentence  is  conditional,  and  terminable  for  cause.  In- 
stead 6t  condemnation  to  a  fixed  period  of  confinement,  as  with 
us,  his  sentence  is  coupled  with  the  performance  of  a  given 
amount  of  labor,  and  the  labor  of  a  day  being  settled  hj  law,  the 
convict  may,  by  extra  work,  earn  a  proportionate  diminution  of 
bis  sentence.  This  provision  is  wisely  connected  with  fines  for 
misconduct,  which  are  charged  to  his  labor  account.  Both  of  the 
great  remedial  attributes  of  his  moral  nature  are  thus  appealed 
to— hope  and  fear.  He  is  dealt  with  as  a  rational  being ;  it  can- 
not therefore  be  surprising  that  the  reports  speak  encouragingly 
of  its  influence  on  the  men.  * 

We  have  now  seen  that  the  science  of  penology  thus  fiur  has 
been  progressive;  classification,  solitary  confinement  without 
labor,  associate  labor  and  separation  by  night,  entire  separation 
with  labor,  and  probationary  sentences,  have  all  been  tried,  and 
a  gradual  advance  has  been  made  in  the  method  of  treating  the 
violator  of  human  law. 

Some  general  truths  we  think  must  now  be  admitted : 

First.  The  convict  should  be  entirely  separated  from  his  fel- 
lows from  the  first  moment  of  arrest,  excepting,  it  may  possibly 
be,  in  life  or  very  long  sentences,  or  where  association  seems 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  health  or  the  intellect. 

Second.  The  convict,  thus  separated,  should  have  steady  em- 
ployment, and  should  be  allowed  intercourse  with  persons  calcu- 
lated to  I>enefit  him. 

Third.  An  adequate  number  of  moral  and  intellectual  teachers 
should  be  provided,  so  that  daily  and  systematically  ail  the 
nobler  attributes  of  his  nature  may  be  brought  into  immediate 
contact  with  remedial  and  elevating  influences. 

Fourth.  The  idea  of  punishment  for  wrong'doing  should  not  be 
dissociated  from  the  disciplinary  process  to  which  the  culprit  is 
subjected.  He  has  violated  law,  and  its  majesty  can  only  be  vin- 
dicated by  the  infliction  of  penalty. 

Fifth.  The  prisoner  should  be  trained  to  well  re^uUled  wvi 
proO table  industry ^  so  that  when  he  leaves  liva  ^t\^xk'Woaft>M^ 


46  [Jmkmblt 

9 

may  re-enter  Into  life  better  fitted  to  encounter  its  trials  and 
temptations,  and  to  provide  an  honest  maintenance  for  himself 
and  family ;  he  will  thus  be  possessed  of  one  of  the  sureist  safe- 
guards against  criminal  indulgences — self-respect. 

Sixth.  Some  sufficient  stimulus  to  well-doing  should  be  set  be- 
fore him  whilst  in  prison.  Whether  his  term  of  confinement 
should  be,  so  to  speak,  on  a  sliding'sccle  system,  or  ac^ustable  by 
his  conduct,  or  whether,  that  being  rigidly  fixed,  a  debit  and  cre- 
dit labor  account  should  he  opened  with  him,  we  do  not  now  pre- 
tend to  say.    Possibly  both  plans  might  be  j  udiciously  combined. 

Seventh.  Arbitrary  and  irresponsible  prison  government  should 
be  at  once  abolished ;  or,  if  the  despotic  principle  is  to  bear  sway, 
certainly  some  more  scrutinizing  and  cautious  method  of  seleet- 
ing  the  despot  should  be  devised,  than  that  which  now  governs 
in  his  appointment.  Punishments  are  doubtless  necessary  where  a 
large  body  of  abandoned  men  are  congregated,  otherwise  <^  confu- 
sion worse  confounded ''  would  soon  reign.  But  the  effect, « both 
on  the  culprit  and  on  the  observer,  of  punishment  administeied  on 
principle,  is  salutary;  whilst  the  passionate  and  revengeful  ex- 
ercise of  power  never  fails  to  awaken  sympathy  with  the  sufferer, 
and  hatred  of  the  tyrant.  Tiiis  is  as  true  within  as  it  is  without 
prison  walls. 

These  remarks,  it  may  be  said,  are  but  generalizations.  True, 
but  they  are  deductions  from  multitudinous  facts  gathered  during 
many  years,  and  from  many  states  and  countries.  They  therefore 
convey  volumes  of  instruction,  however  condensed  their  form. 

The  executive  committee  respectfully  invite  attention  to  the 
facts  and  the  testimony  of  practical  men,  which  they  subjoin. 
They  are  not  selected  with  a  view  to  frame  a  system ;  and  their 
value  is,  perhaps,  rather  enhanced  by  their  occasional  seeming 
diversity  and  conflict.  The  elements  of  truth  are  always  the  same, 
however  kaliedescopic  their  combinations.  It  is  by  the  study  of 
this  very  diversity  that  we  may  more  surely  arrive  at  safe  conclu- 
sions. 
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•  In  reloHon  to  punishments. 

The  attention  of  the  legislature  is  especially  due  to  the  re- 
ports for  1853,  (Assembly  Doc.  No.  40, 1854,)  of  the  punishments 
in  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  prisons.  The  effrontery,  for  it  can 
scarcely  be  described  by  any  other  epithet,  of  these  reports  is 
most  remarkable.  Sections  45  and  108  of  the  <^  act  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  county  and  State  prisons  of  the  State,"  pp.  790 
and  802  B.  S.,  vol.  3,  3d  ed.,  provides  as  follows : 

§  45.  Whenever  any  convict  shall  be  found  incorrigibly  diso- 
bedient to  the  rules  of  either  of  the  State  prisons,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Tirarden  thereof  to  confine  him  in  one  of  the  solitary 
eells  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section,  at  hard  labor,  and 
when  practicable,  he  shall,  when  so  confined,  be  employed  at  the 
same  trade  and  business  he  shall  have  been  employed  in  imme- 
diately previous  to  such  solitary  confinement. 

§  108.  No  keeper  in  any  State  prison  shall  inflict  any  blows 
whatever  upon  any  convict,  unless  in  self  defence^  or  to  suppress 
a  revolt  or  insurrection.  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  warden  of  such 
prison  it  shall  be  deemed  necessary  in  any  case  to  inflict  unusual 
punishment,  in  order  to  produce  the  entire  submission  or  obedi- 
ence of  any  convict,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  warden  to  con- 
fine such  convict  immediately  in  a  cell  upon  a  short  allowance, 
and  to  retain  him  therein  until  he  shall  be  reduced  to  submission 
and  obedience.  The  short  allowance  to  each  convict  so  confined, 
•hall  be  prescribed  by  the  physician,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
Tisit  such  convict,  and  examine  daily  into  the  state  of  his  health, 
until  the  convict  be  released  from  solitary  confinement  and  re- 
turned  to  his  lab<^. 

Yet,  directly  in  the  face  of  the  plain  letter  of  the  statute,  the  war- 
den of  the  Auburn  prison  reports,  p.  38,  as  to  punishments,  as 
follows : 

Shower  bath, 223 

Yoke, 88 

Solitary  confinement, 55 

Seated  on  floor, 19 

Head  shaved,  ball  and  chain, 2 

Bucking, 10 

TolaJ^ ,,., ^^1 
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And  the  warden  of  Sing  Sing  Piison  report8|  p.  48,  table  No. 
12,  number  of  punishments,  as  follows: 

Showered, 247 

Sheared  and  showered, •  •  •  •  •  4 

Solitary  cell, 121 

do      and  showered, • 3 

Ball  and  chain,  solitary  and  showered, 2 

Total, 377 

Now,  if  ever  the  design  ot  a  statute  was  clear  and  explicit,  this 
most  certainly  is,  that  the  prison  authorities  should  be  restricted 
to  the  infliction  of  solitary  confinement  as  the  punishment  of  a  re- 
fiactory  prisoner.  Perhaps  the  kind-hearted  men  who  disport 
themselves  with  shearing,  showering,  bucking  and  chaining  their 
victims,  may  reply  that  the  statute  does  not,  in  terms,  forbid  the 
shears  and  water,  the  iron  bar  and  chain,  as  it  does  the  lash. 
Neither  does  it  interdict  the  rack,  the  thumb-screw,  the  gridiron. 
Have  the  days  of  inquisitorial  tortures  returned  1  or  have  we,  as 
a  people,  become  so  callous  that  public  officers  can  thus  parade 
their  own  illegal  cruelties  before  the  lawgivers  of  the  land,  with- 
out check  or  rebuke  1 

We  need  but  to  look  in  our  own  prisons  to  realize  the  impera- 
tive need  of  accurately  defined  rules  and  regulations  for  the  cor- 
rection and  subjection  of  insubordinate  convicts.  As  to  these 
barbaric  devices  for  subduing  the  disobedient,  they  are  far  worse 
than  the  lash  when  it  is  administered  under  the  restriction  of  a 
Judicial  sentence.  And  every  consideration  of  humanity  and  a 
sound  philosophy,  demands  that  such  a  sentence  should  precede 
and  govern  all  deliberate  punishment.  Cases  may  arise  in  a  pri- 
son, as  well  as  in  ordinary  life,  when  even  the  first  principle  of  self 
defence  may  demand  prompt  and  vigorous  action  on  the  part  of 
a  keeper ;  but  when  offences  are  of  a  nature  that  they  can  be 
calmly  and  quietly  investigated  and  adjusted,  this  should  be  done. 
Punishment  thus  administered,  affects  the  moral  as  well  as  the 
physical  nature. 
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The  report  of  the  inspectors  of  the  Rhode  Island  prison  for  the 
year  ending  Dec.  31, 1853,  says: 

^^  The  discipline  of  the  prison  has  also  been  greatly  improved. 
In  only  20  cases  has  punishment  been  administered.  The  num- 
ber of  stripes  inflicted  is  27,  and  the  number  of  hours  of  solitary 
confinement  256.^'  The  inspectors  add  respecting  the  Warden, 
Wm.  Willard,  Esq. :  <<  He  has  brought  the  prison  into  admirable 
order ;  he  has  endeared  himself  to  the  prisoners  by  his  constant 
attention  both  to  their  physical  comfort  and  moral  improyement/ 
Whole  number  of  convicts  during  the  year,  71. 

In  the  Maine  State  Prison,  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  1,1852| 
with  whole  number  of  convicts  during  the  year,  127,  there  were 
but  32  punishments,  average  2^  days'  solitary  confinement  eadi ; 
boll  and  clog,  one. 

The  Warden  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Prison,  at  Charlestown, 
in  his  report  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1853,  says :  "In  con- 
formity to  the  statute,  requiring  the  number  of  stripes  inflicted, 
ti^ethef  with  the  circumstances  attending  eadi  case,  the  cases 
where  corporeal  punishment  has  been  resorted  to  are  h^e  stated." 
There  were  25  men  punished.  Average  number  of  stripes,  2.44. 
Highest  number  on  two  prisoners,  6  each.  The  Warden  adds, 
that  in  his  opinion  "  a  Judicious  infliction  of  stripes  is  the  most 
humane  and  effective  mode  of  punishment,  and  in  order  to  secure 
to  the  discipline  the  full  benefit  of  that  mode  of  punishment,  it 
should  in  many  cases  be  administered  promptly."  The  character 
of  the  ordinary  discipline  of  the  prison  is  thus  stated  by  the  in- 
spectors: On  their  way  to  the  cells  at  evening,  "such  as 
have  committed  any  offence  during  the  day,  remain  at  a  given 
point,  when  the  offence  of  each  is  stated  by  his  overseer  to  the 
warden  or  deputy,  who  examines  the  case,  and  In  his  discretion, 
merely  reprimands  the  offender,  or  sends  him  into  punishment, 
which  consists  in  the  deprivation  of  supper  and  bed ;  instead  of 
the  latter,  a  board  and  blanket  being  allowed.  The  number  of 
punishments  per  day  does  not  greatly  vary  from  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  the  number  of  convicts." 

[Assembly^  No.  143.  j  4 
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The  inspecton  say :  ^<  We  eoB^er  the  CharlestowB  pzifoii 
sjstem"  (which  is  substantially  that  of  our  own  State)  ^Hboroaghly 
the  best  ever  deTised,  to  be  only  in  the  germ.'-  They  add  that 
^<  their  defect  in  the  classification  of  the  prisoners  is  one  instance 
of  the  faulty  management.'^ 

We  have  already  noticed  the  fallacies  of  the  idea  of  elassttca- 
tion. 


The  Warden  of  the  Ohio  State  Prison  for  1853  reports .'— ^^  Num- 
ber of  coDvicts  punished  1 72 ;  with  the  lash,  47 ;  whole  nwnber 
of  lashes,  184,  being  less  than  an  average  of  four  lashes  at  each 
punishment;  showering,  65;  solitary  confinement,  8."  The 
Warden  says :  <<  Solitary  confinement,  especially  in  the  narrow 
cells  of  this  prison,  is  the  most  cruel,  and  at  the  same  time  least 
effectual  punishment,  that  can  be  enforced."  He  thinks  that  it 
leads  to  secret  vice. 

The  committee  present  these  testimonies  with  a  view  to  fix 
attention  on  the  significant  fact  that  even  in  our  ^^best  devised" 
prison  systems,  the  method  of  reaching  the  moral  sense  of  a  re- 
fractory prisoner  is  still  chiefly  through  the  infliction  of  stripes.  In 
the  treatment  c^criminals,  the  lesson  does  not  seem  yet  to  be  learned 
that  they  are  men,  with  the  faculties  and  emotions  of  other  men^ 
and  that  the  established  laws  of  man's  mental  and  moral  nature 
ought  not  to  be  disregarded  in  dealing  with  them.  And  this  con* 
tideration  may  properly  introduce  some  facts  in  relation  to 

THE  MORAL  AND  INTELLECTUAL  INSTRUCTION  GIVEN 
TO  THE  INMATES  OF  OUR  PRISONS. 

By  the  annual  report  of  the  Prison  Inspectors  ot  our  own  State> 
it  appears,  that  with  a  daily  average  for  the  last  year  at  Sing  Sing 
prison  of  879  men  and  98  women — total,  977  convicts— there 
were  one  chaplain  and  hoc  teachers.  But  as  an  offiet,  there  were, 
besides  the  agent  and  warden,  36  keepers  and  35  guards  and  sub- 
stitutes ;  a  total  physical  force  of  71  men. 

At  Auburn,  with  a  daily  average  for  the  last  year  of  287  pri- 
soners, they  have  likewise  one  chaplain  and  two  teachers ;  show- 
Jug^  an  additional  moral  and  intellectual  eV^meuXi  \ii  V\i«  <;^ffifiial 
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torps  of  about  two-ihirdi  trf  tmB  fer  cent,  ovbt  Stag  Sing.    They 
have  28  keepers  and  20  guards. 

Hius  it  will  be  seen  that  the  idea  of  reforming  prisoners  by 
improving  their  minds  and  enlightening  and  elevating  their  moral 
sense,  has  thus  far  taken  slight  hold  on  our  public  authorities. 
Hie  chief  reliance  is  still  on  mere  physical  restraint.  How  much 
of  wisdom  this  course  implies  is  sufficiently  manifested  by  looking 
at  the  tables  of  <<  Education"  and  <<  Habits.'' 

Of  297  convicts  received  at  Auburn  prison  during  the  year 
ending  Nov.  30, 1853,  there  were  who  could 

Read  and  write, 206 

Bead  only,..*.  •••....   ........     44 

Neither  read  nor  write, 38 

Academic, ..«......••....•.•«      8 

Oerman, • ,1 

Total, 297 

By  the  table  of  <<  Habits,^  it  would  appear  that  of  the  whole 
number  297,  there  were  139  temperate  and  158  who  were  classed 
as  intemperate,  and  occasional  and  moderate  drinkers.  But  as 
these  facts  come  from  the  prisoners  themselves,  their  claims  to 
^  temperance"  must  be  taken  with  some  little  doubt.  The  almost 
unvarying  testimony  on  this  point,  if  applied  here,  would  reduce 
the  number  to  72,  this  being  one-fourth  of  the  whole. 

The  Sing  Sing  tables  give,  of  314  male  convicts,  received  during 
Ae  year  ending  Nov.  30, 1853,  as  follows : 


Temperate, 164 

Moderate, • .       35 

Intemperate, 115 


Total, 314 


Degree  of  imkmot&QB. 

Cannot  read, 

Bead  only, 

Read  and  write, 

Common  education,. . 
Well  educated, 


S8 
86 
196 
29 
15 


To\alv 


^\«^ 
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Statistics  of  fhls  charaeter  are  principally  of  value  for  guidance 
In  the  future.  Pregnant  as  they  are  with  instruction,  they  yet 
seem  to  attract  but  little  notice.  These  tables  tell  us  unerringly^ 
ihat  ignorance  and  intemperance  were  the  corrupters  which  led 
to  crime,  and  thus  to  punishment  The  culprit  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  State ;  he  is  a  child  undergoing  paternal  discipline. 
What  shall  the  State  do  1  Treat  him  as  incorrigible ;  chain  him 
like  a  wild  beast ;  and  again  let  him  loose,  to  prey  and  depredate 
on  the  community  1  Or,  shall  the  great  leading  purpose  and  aim 
be,  to  root  out  the  causes  of  his  &11,  and  prepare  him  to  make 
aether  trial  of  life,  under  more  favorable  auspices  1  To  accom- 
plish this  latter  purpose  then,  let  him  be  taught  and  trained^ 
intellectually  and  morally.  Let  this  be  done  by  competent  in- 
structors, and  let  every  man,  every  day,  be  brought  under  their 
influence.  This  would  require  more  money,  say  the  economists; 
true,  but  as  the  number  of  teachers  is  increased,  the  number  of 
guards  may  be  diminished. 

The  chaplain  of  Sing  Sing  prison  says,  <<  The  public  services  are 
the  principal  instruments  of  religion  in  the  prison."  Such  instru- 
ments we  would  never  undervalue ;  but  is  there  not  a  personal 
duty  to  perform  besides  1  Will  not  the  visit  to  the  cell,  where  the 
sorrows  of  a  broken  and  penitent  heart  are  poured  into  the  ear  of 
a  sympathising  friend,  be  of  a  practical  advantage  which  the  pul- 
pit does  not  supply  ? 

<<  Divine  service,"  says  the  chaplain,  <^  according  to  the  book  of 
Common  Prayer,  has  been  continued  as  usual,  once  every  Sunday 
in  the  chapel  of  the  men's  prison,  and  in  the  women's  prison, 
with  preaching  in  both  places." 

The  chaplain  of  Auburn  prison,  reports,  that  <<  the  accustomed 
service  of  morning  prayer,  according  to  the  form  of  the  book  of 
Common  Prayer,  authorised  by  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church, 
succeeded  by  a  discourse,  has  been  performed  every  Lord's  day, 
excepting  some  few  Sundays  when  I  was  absent  by  permission, 
and  likewise  prevented  by  indisposition." 

£k?  it  would  seem  that  this  Christian  State  only  provides  Sunday 
leUgton  tor  Its  erring  children ;  an  every- d^'j  «yt>Kio^\^^gsifc\i\.  ^1 
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oar  dependence  on  God ;  an  every- day  thanksgiving  for  his  mercieSi 
and  an  every-day  confession  of  sin  and  suppiication  for  forgive- 
nesSi  is  more  than  the  law  requires.  But  is  God  only  to  be  reoog- 
nized  once  a  week  in  our  prisons? 

In  contrast  with  these  reports  from  the  chaplains  of  our  own 
prisons,  we  present  that  of  the  chaplain  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
prisoni  for  the  same  year.  It  may,  perhaps,  furnish  matter 
for  serious  thought  and  reflection  to  our  own  prison  authorities. 
He  says : 

<<  Religious  service  has  been  conducted  every  day  in  the  chapel| 
in  presence  of  all  the  prisoners.  During  the  secular  days  of  the 
week,  sufficient  time  has  been  taken  to  render  these  services  as 
impressive  and  useful  as  possible ;  and  though  the  time  is  com* 
paratively  brief  allotted  to  each  occasion,  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve they  have  been  salutary  and  effective.  In  our  scripture 
lessons  we  have  endeavored  to  select  those  portions  that  were 
practical,  rather  than  doctrinal ;  and  plain,  rather  than  those 
which  required  the  aid  of  biblical  criticism  to  be  understood ;  so 
that  our  daily  lesson  might  be  at  once  suggestive  of  religious 
thoughts,  and  impress  the  heart  with  devout  feelings.  We  have 
thought  this  the  more  desirable,  because  there  is,  among  the  pri- 
floners,  so  great  diversity  of  religious  sentiment.  The  same  prin- 
ciple has  been  observed  in  selecting  scripture  lessons  and  topies 
for  preaching  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  occasion  fur  meeting  so  frequently  for  divine  worship,  can- 
not be,  in  the  mind  of  any  person  acquainted  with  prison  life,  a 
matter  of  doubtful  utility.  The  habitual  recognition  of  God, 
whose  equity  is  known  to  be  inflexible,  against  whom  the  heart 
has  so  frequently  rebelled,  and  whose  providence  has  been  so  full 
ot  mystery  iu  its  strange  detection  and  punishment  of  crime ; 
combined  with  tlie  fact  that  we  meet  in  a  place  which  contains 
the  acknowledged  symbols  of  His  mercy,  and  which  opens  before 
the  guilty  the  avenues  of  hope,  has,  we  have  reason  to  believe^ 
upon  the  hearts  of  many,  a  salutary  effect.  On  the  part  of  others 
it  wakes  up  at  times  the  most  affecting  reminiscences.  A  life 
whose  path  waj  is  sttowa  with  the  wreck  oi  Q\ket\sS[i^^\i^^^^^cjA 
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tppeared  In  painfal  oontnust  to  what  it  might  hare  been  by  Tirtae 
attd  honest  industry.  Then  there  is  the  remembrance  of  scattered 
funilies,  of  aged  and  desolate  parents,  of  wives  into  whose  hearts 
has  entered  the  agon  j  of  unutterable  grief,  of  wasted  energies  and 
worse  than  wasted  years,  with  a  reputation  forerer  blighted  and 
ruined.  We  hare  reason  to  believe  that  many  a  wretched  cod- 
Tict,  whose  soul  has  been  burdened  with  sorrow  in  our  seasons  of 
religious  gathering,  has  offered  up  the  silent  though  pathetic 
prayer,  <<  Grod  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner."  We  are  constrained  to 
acknowledge,  however,  that  these  remarks  are  made  in  regard  to 
the  better  class  of  prisoners.  There  are  those  whose  moral  sos- 
oeptibilities  are  dull  and  almost  extinct,  who  are  incorrigible, 
and  who  remain  unaffected  by  any  appeals  which  are  made  by 
divine  justice,  or  those  other  and  more  benign  influences  which 
cluster  so  richly  around  the  gospel  of  Christ." 

The  chaplain  of  the  same  prison  further  says  : 

^^  Personal  instruction  has  been  imparted  to  the  prisoners  as 
flur  as  opportunity  allowed .  A  part  of  every  afternoon,  during  the 
secular  days  of  the  week,  has  been  devoted  to  this  purpose.  The 
chaplain  has  an  interview  with  each  convict  as  soon  as  convenient 
after  his  commitment  to  the  prison.  These  interviews  are  always 
j^vate,  and  designed  to  encourage  the  prisoner  to  reveal  the 
course  of  his  past  life ;  to  state  the  influences  and  circumstances, 
mitigatory  or  otherwise,  which  tended  to  form  his  character,  and 
lead  to  his  criminality ;  and  to  impress  upon  his  heart,  before  the 
first  sad  effects  of  prison  life  are  effaced  from  it,  the  fact  that  God 
wiU  sooner  or  later  render  ^  to  every  soul  of  man  that  doeth  evil ' 
the  sure  and  melancholy  fruits  of  sin. 

^^  It  is  our  custom,  also,  to  see  each  man  the  day  previous  to  the 
expiration  of  his  sentence,  for  similar  instruction." 

The  duties  of  a  prison  chaplain,  fulfilled  in  the  spirit  that 
breathes  through  this  report,  must,  we  think,  prove  far  more  effi- 
cacious in  the  reformation  of  criminals  than  the  showering,  shear* 
laif  and  bucking  system  now  in  vogue  iu  oux  o^u  v^Sa^i^. 
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In  this  conneetton,  we  invite  the  attention  of  the  Le^latoie  to 
I3ie  relative  numbers  of  the  two  classes  of  officers  in  our  prisons^ 
whose  duties  affect  respectively  the  physical  and  moral  natures  of 
the  priscmers. 

In  Auburn  prison,  as  ai^)ears  by  tlie  r^xxrt  for  last  year,  there 


Keepers,.......,...^  .^.^  ..«« •.«.  1B8 

Guaids,..^^ «   «••  29 

Total, 48 

In  the  same  prison  were  attached : 

Chapkin  ••««  •««•  ••««^.,«««  .,.•     I 
Teachers, «••«•• S 

Total, S 

Ootmected  with  Sing  Sing  prison  were : 

Keepers,  ••«•«•««...•••«•.  •••««.  96 
Ouanls,. .««..«« ...•...«   ,35 

Total,..,. • ,  71 

And^ 

Chaplain,. ««« •««« •«••« .,«.     1 

Teachers, «.«..    2 

Total, ,•••.     3 

Eminently  indicative  are  such  fiu^ts  of  the  nature  of  the  disd* 
pline  to  which  the  inmates  of  our  prisons  are  sulgected.  Were 
they  to  be  cared  for  in  accordance  with  the  hypotliesis  that  they 
have  moral  faculties  as  well  as  those  who  are  outside  of  prison 
walls,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  number  of  keepers  and  guards 
would  bear  diminishing  much  below  the  needful  increase  of  moral 
and  intellectual  teachers* 

fii  the  New-York  City  prison  report,  hereinbefore  referred  to^ 
ignorance  mod  intemperance  stand  forth  as  tlie  mosX  ^gtOToXSkSoX 
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•haracteriatics  of  criminals.  Almost  eyery  other  table  of  tlie 
causes  of  crime  shows  the  same  fact.  With  such  indisputable 
evidence  before  us,  is  there  not  a  corresponding  duty  devolving 
on  those  to  whom  is  entrusted  the  details  of  our  prison  systems  1 

The  labor  of  collecting  and  arranging  facts  statistically  amounts 
Indeed  to  little  more  than  ostentatious  display,  if  the  results  are 
not  to  be  used  as  guides  for  the  correction  of  theoretic  errors  and 
practical  wrongs.  Moreover,  what  is  the  gain  to  society  by  the 
Incarceration  of  the  criminal,  if  he  is  to  reenter  at  last  into  lifci 
Just  as  ignorant  and  just  as  depraved  as  when  first  arrested  1 

Without  alluding  to  the  more  common  remedies  for  intempe- 
rance— which  may  not  be  considered  as  our  especial  province— 
we  may  at  least  with  propriety  remark,  that  the  intemperate  class 
found  in  our  prisons  is  generally  composed  of  those  sunl^en  in  both 
Intellectual  and  moral  ignorance.  The  confined  criminal  is,  in- 
deed, debarred  from  indulgence  in  his  old  habits  of  intemperance, 
but  of  what  use  is  the  temporary  restraint  if  it  be  not  improved  to 
instruct,  enlighten  and  elevate  his  mind  and  heart  1 

In  the  general  result  it  would  prove  good  economy  to  society  at 
large  to  diminish  the  hours  of  mere  physical  labor,  so  as  to  ensure 
ample  time  for  the  mental  and  moral  training  of  the  prisoner. 
This  will  be  more  likely  to  prove  a  corrective  for  early  neglect 
than  bolts  and  bars,  or  the  mere  incorporation  of  his  bones  and 
muscles  into  the  great  prison  machine. 

SEPARATE  AND  CONGREGATE  SYSTEMS. 

In  additk)n  to  what  we  have  already  advanced,  the  Executive 
Committee  invite  attention  to  the  following  remarks  by  the  Inspec- 
tors of  the  Massachusetts  State  prison^  in  their  report  for  1853. 
They  say : 

"  There  is  good  ground  for  the  hope  that  such  convicts,  (young 
men,  and  the  older  who  are  not  adepts  in  crime,)  by  kind  treat- 
ment, good  advice,  and  seclusion  from  evil  communications  and 
associations,  might  be  so  reformed  that  they  would  go  out  from 
prison  at  the  close  of  their  terms  of  eonfioicmeTA)  \a  V^^^xsii^  ^rt£- 
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taous  and  worthy  members  of  society.  But  under  the  present 
arrangements,  these  persons  are  thrown  into  close  associations  in 
the  workshops  with  the  most  incorrigible  veterans  in  crime,  and 
are  thus  subjected  to  fearfully  evil  influences.  It  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  they  should  generally  withstand  these  influences,  and 
it  must  therefore  be  presumed  that,  instead  of  being  reformed, 
they  will  become  worse  than  they  were  when  they  entered." 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Massachusetts  prison  is  held 
to  be  a  model  of  the  congregate  system.  Such  remarks,  therefore, 
from  its  Inspectors,  have  a  peculiar  force  and  significancy. 

The  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  penitentiary,  Philadelphia,  in 
their  report  for  1853,  say :  "  Of  the  effects  of  the  separate  conflne- 
ment  system  on  the  mass  of  convicts,  the  experience  of  every  day 
and  every  year  but  increases  their  belief  in  its  superiority  over 
every  other.'' 

The  practical  effects  of  the  association  of  prisons  are  vividly 
and  painfully  illustrated  in  the  following  cases,  given  by  the 
Penn.  Journal  of  Prison  Dicipline,  July,  1853,  pages  125,  et  seq. 

^^  The  wife  of  a  very  respectable  citizen,  contracted  a  habit  of 
drinking.  So  resistless  was  the  habit,  that  she  was  accustomed  to 
pawn  anything  that  could  be  removed  through  the  doors  or 
windows,  to  obtain  the  means  of  indulgence.  No  proper  recep- 
tacle for  such  persons  being  provided,  there  was  no  alternative 
but  that  most  painful  one  of  a  commitment  to  a  prison  cell.  It 
was  hoped  that  a  brief  separation  from  all  opportunity  to  gratify 
her  appetite,  would  work  a  cure,  especially  when  connected  with 
the  severity  of  the  discipline.  She  was  committed  by  due  pro- 
cess of  law  to  the  county  prison ;  and  during  the  brief  period  of 
her  restraint,  she  was  associated  at  various  times  with  at  least 
three  vile  malefactors,  one  of  whom  was  under  indictment  for 
murder.  When  she  left  the  prison  and  returned  home,  instead 
of  being  the  sober,  useful,  reformed  woman,  that  her  wretched 
husband  expected,  she  had  become  familiar  with  the  worst  forms 
and  most  notorious  haunts  of  wickedness  and  infamy.  She  was 
not  only  still  intemperate,  but  far  more  degraded  and  hopeless  in. 
liar  eoaditkm  tbui  ever  before  J^ 
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^Agirl  atsenrice,  in  a  respectable  family,  committed  Mme 
trifling  fault  which  irritated  her  employers,  and  induced  them  to 
commence  a  prosecution  against  her  for  larceny.  She  was  chai^^ed 
with  stealing  a  flannel  jacket,  and  a  bonnet  ribbon.  On  the  trial 
It  was  proved  that  the  former  consisted  of  at  least  thirty  distinct 
pieces  of  cloth  which  she  had  sewed  together,  supposing  the  frag- 
ments to  be  of  no  value.  The  ribbon  she  had  taken  from  an  old 
bonnet  which  had  lain  among  the  rubbish  of  a  loft  for  two  years 
or  more.  She  was  found  guilty,  received  sentence,  and  was  com- 
mitted in  execution  of  it,  to  the  county  prison.  Here  she  became 
the  associate  of  two,  if  not  three  different  individuals,  each  of 
whom  had  been  steeped  in  crime;  and  though  she  went  into 
prison  technically  guilty,  but  in  all  good  truth  and  justice,  guilt- 
less, she  came  out  a  thorough  bred  mistress  of  iniquity.  A  com- 
mitting magistrate  states  a  case  which  fell  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, in  which  a  thief  and  the  receiver  of  the  stolen  proper^ 
were  tenants  of  the  same  cell.  And  another  case  is  mentioned, 
in  which  a  youth  was  associated  with  an  old  rogue,  who  gave  him 
daily  lessons  in  the  various  branches  of  criminal  science. 

^^  A  narrower  policy  can  scarcely  be  conceived,  than  that  which 
withholds  the  means  of  preventing  crime,  or  counteracting  the 
influences  that  provoke  or  promote  it.  We  can  make  a  very  dose 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  keeping  two  practised  rogues  in  sepa- 
rate places  for  a  couple  of  years ;  but  what  it  will  cost  to  allow 
them  to  associate,  is  more  than  human  wit  can  divine." 

Instances  of  like  character  are  of  constant  occurrence  in  our 
own  prisons. 

In  most  manufactories  there  is  what  is  called  a  finishing  room, 
in  which  the  article  manufactured  undergoes  the  last  manipula- 
tions and  polish,  before  it  is  sent  to  the  merchant.  Somewhat 
analogous  to  this  finishing  room,  are  our  prisons.  The  culprit 
comes  under  the  power  of  the  law,  guilty  as  it  may  be,  but  driven 
to  crime  perchance,  by  poverty,  ignorance,  sudden  temptation, 
provocation,  or  enticed  to  it  by  evil  associates.  In  the  prison,  he 
is  finished  1  and  when  he  leaves  it,  he  starts  upon  his  new  career, 
an  adept  in  the  arts  of  villany ,  schooled  into  depravity  by  society 
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itself.    These  are  sad  and  mortifying  truths.    Would  that  we 
could  awaken  attention  to  them ! 

We  have,  furthermore,  the  authority  of  former  wardens  of 
Sing  Sing  prison,  of  the  authorities  of  our  city  prison,  and  of  the 
chief  of  police  of  this  city,  for  stating  that  communications  are 
eonatant  between  the  inmates  of  Sing  Sing  prison  and  their  asso- 
eiates  at  large,  and  that  under  existing  arrangements,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  prevent  it.  Schemes  of  fraud  and  violence  which  have 
tag  the  moment  been  checked  by  the  arrest  of  an  accomplice,  are 
thus  soon  carried  out  by  the  substitution  of  a  discliarged  convict, 
who  comes  out  fully  advised  for  action. 

SIZE  OF  PRISONS  AND  APPOINTMENT  OF  PRISON 

OFFICERS. 

If  the  object  of  imprisonment  be  merely  incarceration,  then, 
perhaps,  the  greater  the  number  that  are  confined  together,  the 
better,  on  the  score  of  economy.  But  if  it  be  thought  an  object 
to  reform  the  crimjnal,  then  should  our  policy  be  changed.  No 
prison,  contemplating  a  reformative  influence  on  its  inmates, 
should  contain  over  400  persons ;  or  such  a  number  as  can  be 
personally  brought  to  the  knowledge,  and  under  the  direct  in- 
fluence of  the  Warden  and  Chaplain.  These  officers  are,  or  ought 
to  be,  chosen  for  their  peculiar  moral  fitness  for  the  station.  But 
however  excellent  their  qualifications,  it  is  quite  as  important 
that  they  should  not  be  overburthened  with  work.  If  they 
never  complain  of  the  onerou;sness  of  their  duties,  the  simple  ex- 
planation is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  very  few  who  are  placed  in 
these  situations,  either  appreciate  or  perform  them.  Perhaps, 
however,  the  law  itself,  in  other  words,  the  outspoken  sentiment 
of  the  community,  is  herein  partly  to  blame.  It  should  require 
with  the  utmost  explicitness,  that  from  the  first  moment  that  a 
convict  comes  under  their  control,  he  should  be  disciplined  with 
direct  reference  to  his  reformation.  If  this  be  sound  doctrine — 
and  can  it  be  gainsaid  1 — then  should  not  only  the  size,  but  all 
the  other  arrangements  of  the  prison  be  devised  and  adjusted  to 
this  end.  The  principal  officers  being  men  of  the  proper  qualifi- 
cationsj  the  more  frequent  their  intercourse  with  the  prisoners. 
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the  better.    Hence  the  palpable  necessity  of  limiting  the  nombtt 
committed  to  their  charge. 

A  system  of  district  prisons,  we  are  persuaded,  would  be  a 
great  advance  on  the  present  very  faulty  arrangements  of  ov 
State. 

Directly  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  subject,  is  the  mode 
of  appointment,  and  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  chief  prison  ofS- 
cers.  Now,  the  qualification  chiefly  regarded  in  the  selection  is, 
is  he  a  sound  Whig,  or  a  staunch  Democrat?  And  if  the  politi- 
cal complexion  of  the  appointing  board  be  changed,  the  incom- 
bent  well  knows  that  his  official  days  are  numbered. 

This  state  of  things  is  reproachful  to  a  people  boasting  of  their 
capabilities  of  self  government.  There  is  just  as  much  leason  in 
mailing  the  politics  of  a  clergyman  or  a  schoolmaster  the  subject 
of  inquiry,  as  there  is  in  the  case  of  a  prison  officer.  How  to 
remedy  this  abuse,  is,  however,  a  question  of  difficult  solution. 
Leaving  the  appointment  to  remain  as  at  preset,  with  the  Botid 
of  Inspectors,  it  might  be  that  a  better  class  of  men  would  be  se- 
lected, were  they  to  bold  office  during  their  good  behavior,  and 
be  removable  only  for  cause,  and  this  too,  to  be  fully  stated  wifli 
the  evidence,  in  the  annual  reports  to  the  Legislature. 

A  correspondent,  in  a  late  number  of  the  Penn.  Journal  of 
Prison  Discipline,  asks,  ^'  What  will  become  of  the  convicts,  whilst 
politicians  are  fighting  for  the  custody  of  them  ?"  The  editors 
answer,  ^'  This  is  more  than  we  can  tell.«  •  •  It  is  ^^^  ^^7  ii^to  these 
more  imposing  and  expensive  institutions, — the  patronage  of  which 
may  be  supposed  to  avail  something  in  political  struggles, — ^that 
the  baneful  influence  of  party  spirit  intrudes  itself.  It  was  but 
lately,  that  the  project  of  a  House  of  Industry,  in  a  neighboring 
State,  fell  through,  between  political  parties.  If  we  are  not  mis- 
informed, one  of  the  most  useful  and  successful  institutions  for 
the  reformation  of  juvenile  ofienders,  in  our  country,  has  been 
sadly  embarrassed  by  the  same  cause;  and  another,  of  like  cha- 
racter, and  completely  furnished  and  ready  for  occupation,  re- 
mains with  closed  doors,  till  the  appointing  powers  can  settle 
some  political  squabble.    It  the  influence  of  State  polities  is  thus 
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bttiieftil,  we  seed  not  say  how  much  more  disastrous  must  be  the 
intmsion  of  Church  politick." 

Sometimes  the  best  remedy  for  a.  moral  evil,  is  its  detection  and 
exposure.  It  will  not  bear  the  sunlight.  We  call  the  attention 
of  the  Legislature  and  the  people  to  this  folly ;  and  for  the  present 
leave  it  before  them,  naked  and  shameless. 

ANNUAL  REPORTS. 
An  examination  of  the  Annual  Report*  of  our  prison  officers 
will  show  the  necessity  of  more  care  in  their  preparation.  The 
gmeral  act,  <^  Of  the  custody  and  government  of  state  prisons, 
fte.,"  defines,  with  great  exactness,  in  many  particulars,  the  duties 
of  these  officers.  Whether  they  are  performed  or  not,  can  neither 
be  known  by  their  reports,  or  by  those  of  the  Inspectors.  A 
fliinple  and  perhaps  efficacious  remedy,  might  be  found  in  the 
piqmration  by  the  Inspectors  of  printed  forms  or  blanks,  with 
headings  for  returns  of  every  duty  defined  and  specified  in  the 
aet,  to  be  filled  in  by  the  officers.  The  knowledge  that  they 
would  be  required  to  report  thus  minutely,  as  to  the  discharge  of 
die  duties  assigned  them  by  the  law,  would  undoubtedly  operate 
fhrooghout  the  year,  to  their  more  careful  compliance  with  its 
provisions. 

BRITISH  SYSTEMS  OP  PENAL  DISCIPLINE. 
The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  attempt  hitherto,  at  least 
in  an  extended  form,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  American  legis- 
lators and  philanthropists,  the  experiments  that  have  for  years 
been  in  progress  in  the  penal  colonies  of  Great  Britain.  There 
liaa  been  a  growing  apathy  amongst  us,  on  the  general  subject  of 
piiflon  discipline,  greatly  detrimental,  as  we  believe,  to  the  public 
good ;  perhaps,  in  part,  a  reaction  of  the  discussions,  which  were 
Ibnnerly  pressed  wi(h  no  little  earnestness,  by  the  respective  ad- 
vocates of  the  separate  and  congregate  systems.  And  the  States 
who  have  adopted  either  system,  appear  to  rest  contented  with 
it|  or  at  least  to  endure  it,  with  apparently  no  disposition  to 
ehange  or  improve.  This  can  scarcely  be  considered  creditable 
to  ns  as  a  people ;  especially  when  we  see  other  governments,  not 
pietending  to  the  ^^  progressiveness,"  of  which  we  boast,  earnestly 
Itadying,  without  prejudice  or  partiality,  the  facts  of  penal  science, 


impelled  thereto  by  the  humane  purpose  of  learning  the  best 
way  to  reclaim  the  criminal  and  to  deter  and  protect  the  innocent 
from  contamination. 

In  the  Appendix  to  this  Report,  we  present  an  outline  of  the 
famous  ^'mark  system/' of  Capt.  Maconochie,  first  published  by 
him  in  the  year  1837,  and  tried  under  his  own  direction  at  Nor* 
folk  Island,  for  about  two  and  a  half  years,  immediately  ensuing. 
The  system  was  then  abandoned,  for  reasons  assigned  in  the 
official  correspondence,  which  we  copy.  Rather  than  attempt  an 
abstract  of  these  papers,  which  could  not  prove  so  satisfactory  to 
investigating  minds, — and  few  others  will  interest  themselves  in 
this  subject — ^we  give  Gapt.  Maconochie's  own  explanations  and 
views,  from  the  Parliamentary  Reports. 

Followiug  these  papers,  are  the  official  expositions  and  testl- 
monials,  relative  to  the  ^^  probation  system,"  which  was  subee- 
quently  adopted  at  the  penal  colonies  in  Van  Dieman's  Land,  and 
which,  we  believe,  is  still  in  satisfactory  operation.  We  think 
it  manifest,  that  this  system  is  an  off-shoot  of  Gapt.  Maconochie's. 
Gertainly  some  of  the  prominent  features  of  his  plan  are  incor- 
porated in  this. 

The  domestie  treatment  of  our  criminals  affords  no  opportunity 
for  an  exact  ei:periment  of  this  system  amongst  us.  It  may  be 
well  that  it  is  so.  Expatriation  is  of  itself  punishment;  volun- 
tary emigration,  even  in  the  company  of  friends,  is  seldom  under- 
taken but  from  the  pressure  of  circumstances,  and  even  then  is 
not  unaccompanied  with  tears.  But  the  probationary  condition 
of  the  prisoner  we  might  imitate.  And  we  submit,  whether  it 
would  not  be  wise  to  re-arrange  Glinton  prison  for  this  purpose. 
The  nature  of  the  work  done  there,  is  such,  that  the  labor  of  the 
men  could  be  readily  adjusted  to  a  system  of  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, appealing  constantly  to  their  moral  natures.  If  the  asso- 
ciation of  convicts  is  ever  to  be  allowed,  certainly  it  may  most 
appropriately  be,  when  there  are  influences  amongst  them  at  work, 
counteracting  and  paramount  to  those  excited  by  depraved  jninds 
on  each  other. 
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DISCHARGED  CONVICTS. 

The  committee  have  continued  throughout  the  year  to  perform 
fheir  duties  with  respect  to  applicants  for  relief,  on  their  discharge 
from  prison,  with  as  much  efficiency  as  was  possible  with  their 
restricted  jneans. 

It  is  a  source  both  of  mortification  and  embarrassment,  that  the 
eontributions  of  the  giving  public  are  doled  out  to  us  so  scantily. 
We  are  well  aware  that  many  look  upon  a  man  convicted  of  crime, 
almost  with  loathing  and  dread.  Those  who  labor  among  pri- 
soners, however,  well  know  that  they  are  men  still ;  with  man's 
iiympathy  and  affections  as  well  as  man's  depravity  and  lust  ^  and 
that  they  can  be  reclaimed,  our  experience  as  an  association  for 
nine  years  fully  enables  us  to  assert. 

Eelf-preservation,  were  there  no  higher  motive,  should  enlarge 
fhe  charities  of  the  benevolent,  towards  these  unfortunates,  even 
though  they  be  guilty  men.  They  return  to  society, on  their  dis- 
eharge,  either  pirates  or  penitents.  And  it  is  mainly  with  so- 
ciety itself  to  say  which  it  shall  be. 

Apart  from  direct  pecuniary  aid,  which  we  bestow  as  seldom 
and  as  sparingly  as  possible,  for  very  manifest  reasons,  our  exer- 
tions are  constantly  employed  in  restoring  the  discharged  convict 
to  his  friends,  in  procuring  him  work,  in  counselling  him,  in  re- 
inatating  him,  as  we  have  frequently  done,  in  the  confidence  of 
former  employers.  These  labors  require  the  entire  time  of  agents 
who  most  be  paid. 

Some  there  are,  who  never  tell  our  collector  to  call  the  second 
tfane  for  their  annual  contribution.  Some,  whilst  making  up 
their  settlement  with  the  world,  have  not  forgotten  in  their  dying 
testaments  the  criminals  behind  them,  who  are  fast  pressing  into 
eternity.  May  we  not  trust  that  hereafter  many  more  will  esteem 
It  a  privil^;e  to  aid  in  restoring  the  wanderers  to  the  paths  of  vir- 
tue and  peace? 

It  would  be  wrong  not  to  make  honorable  mention  of  those  dis- 
charged convicts,  who,  having  themselves  been  restored,  by  our 
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aid,  to  friends  and  comfort  and  respectability,  now  call  upon  m 
from  time  to  time  with  their  testimonials  of  gratitude,  in  contri- 
butions for  others  who  are  passing  through  the  ordeal  from  which 
a  kind  Providence  has  delivered  them.  Many  such  we  meet  with 
in  our  experience.  Others  again,  now  themselves  employers,  call 
and  inquire  for  discharged  men,  with  offers  of  work  and  wages. 

The  following  table  gives  a  numerical  summary  of  our  labors 
in  this  department  for  the  year  1853,  showing  the  number,  sex, 
color  and  present  condition  of  the  discharged  convicts  thus  as- 
sisted: 
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We  give  three  or  four  cases  from  our  diary,  as  illustrations  of 
the  work  of  the  association  in  this  department. 

No.  1.  Born  in  New- York,  aged  23  ;  was  convicted  in  this  city 
of  grand  larceny,  and  sent  to  Sing  Sing  for  two  years.  We  restored 
him  to  his  former  employer,  with  whom  he  now  works.  He  ex- 
presses himself  grateful  for  our  aid. 

No.  2.  Born  in  Ireland,  convicted  of  forgery,  and  sent  to  Sing 
Sing  for  two  years;  is  at  present  employed  in  a  hatting  establish- 
ment, at  a  salary  of  $12  per  week ;  is  happy  that  he  is  out  of  the 
reach  of  temptation. 

No.  3.  Born  in  Buffalo,  age  23 ;  convicted  in  this  city,  of  bur- 
glary, 3d  degree ;  sent  to  Sing  Sing  for  3  years  and  6  months ;  is  a 
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barber ;  brings  m.  most  praiseworthy  eharaoter  from  the  Warden ; 
It  now  doing  well  at  his  trade. 

No.  4.  Born  in  New- York,  age  23;  convicted  in  this  city,  of 
^nnd  lareeoy }  sent  to  Siag  Sing  for  two  years ;  before  incarce- 
ration, was  a  pedlar.  We  hare  procured  him  work  with  a  farmer 
in  New-Jersey,  at  fi  per  day  wages.  la  thankful  for  our  assist- 
ance. 

These  are  oar  erery-day  cases.  They  present  nothing  of  the 
romance  ofcrimt,  as  some  do,  and  which  we  prefer  to  omit. 

DETENTIONS. 

The  resignation  of  the  agent  who  succeeded  the  venerable 
Isaac  T.  Hopper,  left  us  for  the  entire  year  with  only  such  occa- 
sional assistance  as  could  be  rendered  byourAnaocial  agent,  Rer. 
Mr.  Van  Eeuren.  As  he  could  find  opportunity,  he  has  given  at- 
tention to  the  more  pressing  cdlls  modi  on  the  committee  in  be- 
half of  individuals  UDJuHtly  confined  iixoor  city  prisons,  or  suffer- 
ing in  cells  ignoraai  of  their  rights,,Ai|d  of  the  character  of  the 
*<  criminal  lawyers"  who  lire  on  the  tolBfortuiies  and  sins  of  their 
fellow  men. 

In  (he  dischai^;  of  his  duties,  the  agent  of  the  committee  on 
detentions  Is  accustomed  to  visit  those  committed  from  day  to 
day,  and  investigate  their  claims  on.  our  aid.  It  will  be  seen, 
therefore,  that  to  enumerate  all  who  may  thus  have  been  coun- 
selled by  him,  is  not  possible.  There  appears,  however,  on  his 
diary,  not  less  than  133  cases,  who  have  been  essentially  aided 
by  him.  The  character  of  this  aid  may  be  learned  from  the  fol- 
lowing instances,  taken  indiscriminately  from  the  diary : 

1853.  Ju).  15.  Agent  visited  Kings  Co.  prison,  Brooklyn. 
Found  five  persons,  Germans,  in  one  cell,  busily  employed  in 
playing  cards.  Also,  found  two  boys,  16  and  15  years  of  age, 
senitnced  to  5  days'  impritmment  for  petit  larctny. 

Feb.  11.  At  City  prison.  Attended  to  eight  cases  ;  ages,  16, 
.16,15,11,16,16,13,16. 

Feb.  32.  At  Special  Sessions.  Attended  to  five  cases ;  ages 
10, 13, 15, 12,  16. 
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Feb.  25.  At  Specfsl  Sessions.  Attended  to  six  cases }  agei^ 
14,13,12,  15,15,16. 

March  It.  At  Special  Sessioes.  T.  K.,^;e(}  13,  sent  to  Juve- 
nile A^lQin ;  T.  P.  and  T.  D.,  ages  1 5  and  13,  s«it  to  House  of 
Sefiige. 

August  11.  Agent  visited  Albany  Citj  Jail.  'Found  it  filthy, 
offensive,  without  proper  ventilation,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  the 
city.  It  wasnearlyfullof  men  and  women,  some  of  them  coDflned 
for  a  long  tinw  without  trial.  There  appeared  to  be  no  one  to 
look  after  them.  On  visiting  Rev.  Mr.  S.,  pastor  of  one  of  the 
city  churches,  he  promised  to  call  in  at  the  prison  and  give  such 
advice  and  relief  as  his  other  duties  would  allow. 

Sept.  3.  At  New-YoiQlCr  Prison.  Found  prisoner  I.  W.  I. 
detained  for  50  days  on  m^elon,  nithout  trial. 

The  prisoners  compWn  of  the  qunntily  and  quality  of  ttie  meit 
which  they  receive.    < 

Sept.  17.  Ai  City  Prison.'  Found  a  Mr.  M.;  a  stranger  in  the 
city,  confined  for  walking  on  the  grass  in  the  Park.  Called  on 
his  friend  residing  on  Broadway,  and  obtained  his  diseharge. 

Sept.  23.  At  City  Prison.  Found  several  cases  needing  assist- 
ance, which  was  rendered. 

Sept.  25.  Agent  visited  White  Plains  Prison,  Westchester  Co. 
This  is  a  new  building;  seems  well  ventilated;  cleanly,  with 
large  and  comfortable  beds ;  about  20  inmates ;  they  have  meat 
ODce  a  day,  and  appear  to  fare  well. 

Sept.  26.  Agent  called  at  Eldridge  street  Jail.  Was  rtfuttd 
admittanct^  because  others  had  visited  it  and  made  unfavorable 
remarks.  Learned  that  there  were  several  persons  requiring 
attention  in  confinement. 

Oct.  7.  Amoi^t  other  cases  at  City  Prison,  the  agent  found  an 
apparently  very  respectable  man  confined  on  the  charge  of  a  mali- 
ejons  drunkard.     On  submitting  the  case  to  Justice  Osborn,  alter 
prompt  and  due  JUFestigatiou,  the  tiuax'nea  ^»Aua%«^. 
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Oct.  23.  At  City  Prison.  Found  there  a  lad,  16  years  of  age, 
the  only  son  of  his  mother,  and  she  a  widow.  He  admitted  having 
purloined  money  from  his  employers,  a  respectable  banking  firm 
in  Wall-street,  where  he  had  received  a  salary  of  $125  per  annum. 
Association  with  boys  who  frequented  the  theatres  led  to  his 
wrong  doing.  On  visiting  his  employers,  after  an  examination  of 
all  the  facts,  they  declined  appearing  against  him,  and  he  was 
discharged ;  an  officer  of  the  Juvenile  Asylum  undertaking  the 
care  of  him. 

Nov.  9.  In  one  of  the  upper  cells  of  the  City  prison,  saw  a  boy 
about  1 5  years  of  age,  who  had  been  fnitA  fifty  dollars  and  6  days^ 
imprisonment  for  throwing  stones  at  other  boys,  in  sport.  Had 
been  imprisoned  three  and  a  half  months,  in  consequence  of  non- 
payment of  fine.  The  boy  was  sprightly,  and  anxious  to  be  learn- 
ing his  trade.  On  representation  of  the  facts  to  Judge  Beebe,  he 
was  discharged. 

The  character  of  the  facts  thus  coming  daily  under  our  notice, 
it  will  be  seen,  is  very  diverse.  The  attention  of  our  agents  is 
constantly  called  to  the  large  numbers  of  children  under  arrest, 
many  of  whom  are  restored  to  their  parents  and  guardians  thor- 
oughly terrified  by  the  first  sad  night  of  a  prison  life,  and  before 
their  perceptions  and  susceptibilities  are  fiurly  lowered  to  its 
standard.  Many  such  are  doubtless  saved  for  life  by  our  inter- 
vention. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  remind  the  Legislature  that  our  work 
is  but  auxiliary.  We  can  point  out  evils  in  our  prison  systems 
and  management ;  the  power  of  correction  and  improvement  is 
with  the  constituted  authorities. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

R.  N.  HAVENS,  Chairman, 

JfeuhYorkj  Marchj  18S4. 


APPENDIX, 


CONSISTING  CHIEFLT  OP  EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORTS 
AND  OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE,  CONTAINED  IN 
THE  BRITISH  PARLIAMENTARY  JOURNALS,  RELA* 
TIVE  TO  CONVICT  DISCIPLINE  IN  THE  PENAL  COLO 
NIES. 


APPENDIX  No.  1. 


In  presenting  the  following  somewhat  extended  correspondence, 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Prison  Association  have  thought 
It  wise  to  employ  the  language  of  the  writers,  especially  as  these 
documents  are  not  generally  accessible^  They  do  not,  however, 
by  any  means  undertake  to  give  all  the  arguments  and  reasons  by 
which  their  schemes,  opinions,  and  acts  are  advocated  or  Justified. 
This  would  literally  require  volumes.  But  the  committee  believe 
that  what  is  material  to  a  correct  understanding  of  their  views  is 
presented. 

Copt.  Jl.  yMaconochi^s  <^  Mark  System^ 

The  first  allusions  to  this  system,  we  find  in  vol.  40,  for  the 
years  1837-8,  in  a  report  addressed  to  Lord  John  Russell,  &c., 
dated  Hobart-Town,  Sept.  30, 1837. 

Capt.  Maconochie  says : 

•  #••••• 

10.  '^I  suggest  that  the  men  should  be  brought  from  all  the 
punishment  stations  in  parties  (say  of  six)  who  should  choose  each 
other^  and  agree  to  run  the  chances  of  their  future  probation  to- 
gether. *  *  *  I  contend  that  the  necessity  tiius  imposed 
on  all,  even  in  the  first  stage,  to  cultivate  the  good  opinion  of 
their  fellows,  would  of  itself  alone,  produce  a  good  moral  efiect, 
and  prepare  them  for  their  ihture  trials. 

"11.  These  parties,  then,  when  entered  on  their  probation, 
should  be  reckoned  .with  every  evening  by  the  Superintendent 
under  whom  they  may  be  employed,  and  should  receive  marks  in 
his  books,  to  their  credit  or  discredit,  according  to  their  conduct. 
If  they  have  been  orderly ^  obedient,  zealous,  attetAVv^^  ^^VVq^^Nj^- 
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dastrioQS,  cleanly  in  ibeir  persons  and  roomSi  dvUi  temperate 
under  provocation,  punctual  in  tbeir  attendance  at  prayers, 
school,  work,  &e.,  or  have  in  any  other  whj  deserved  commenda- 
tion, they  should  be  given  accordingly ;  and  if,  on  the  contrary, 
any  one  has  deserved  censure,  his  pa? ty  should  suffer  iu  propor- 
tion. 

<<  12.  On  entering  on  this  course  of  probation,  the  restrictions 
imposed  should  be  severe;  and  a  fixed  number  of  marks  of  com- 
mendation should  be  requisite  to  procure  successive  degrees  of 
relaxation.  But  in  all  cases  the  rules  should  be  enforced  merely 
by  the  gain  or  loss  of  marks ;  never  by  summary  punishment  -, 
and  those  parties,  of  whom  one  or  more  of  the  partners  cannot  be 
restrained  by  this  moral  influence  and  that  of  their  companions 
over  them,  should  be  returned  to  punishment,  allowed  to  dissolve 
their  temporary  connexion,  seek  separately  other  associates,  and 
so  begin  again. 

<'  15.  But  neither  do  I  attach  so  much  value  to  these  details,  as 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of  introducing  system  •  into  the 
management  of  convicts,  •  •  •  and  of  substituting  a  mt/aWe 
degree  of  moral  influence  for  the  coldj  hardy  unwearied  coercion  tohich 
is  now  alone  employed?^ 


From  Vol.  42,  for  1837,  '39. 

Extracts  from  a  dispatch  jrom  Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  John  Frank- 
liny  to  Ijord  Glene/gj  dated  Van  Dieman^s  Landj  Government 
House  jlth  Oct.y  1837,  enclosing^  inter  alia^  the  following  remarks^^ 
by  Capt.  Maconochie. 

1.  I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  a  superior  officer  be  ap- 
pointed in  each  penal  colony,  specifically  charged,  and  strongly 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  social  importance  of  both  the  stern 
punishment  of  criminals,  for  the  sake  of  example,  and  also  of 
their  judicious  training,  afterwards  to  produce  their   reform. 

*  Capt  M'  retDarkf  in  aoother  portion  of  thia  ezt«iided  ooMmimicAikNiy  thai  then  hsd  Wci 
moUmogeaia  the  BrftUh  Colonial  Penal  Sjilcm  foi  ftfly  ^«i>ii  ^nrvVvu. 
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(The  benefit  to  be  derived  in  a  department  like  this,  from  steady, 
enlightened  and  undivided  attention,  cannot,  I  am  persuaded,  be 
estimated  too  highly ;  it  would  improve  any  accompanying  ar- 
rangements, and  without  it  the  very  best  that  could  be  now  made 
would  speedily  fall  behind  the  growing  science  of  the  age  on 
similar  topics.)  The  individuals  selected,  should  have  seats  in 
the  respective  councils,  to  give  them  local  influence,  and  should 
be  required  at  fixed  periods,  annually,  to  transmit,  through  the 
local  governments,  to  the  Secretaries  of  State  for  Home  and 
Colonial  Departments,  detailed  reports  of  their  proceedings, 
success,  and  of  the  movement  of  crime  generally  in  their  respec- 
tive colonies.  The  department  confided  to  them,  and  the  pro- 
gress  made  in  it,  would  be  thus  constantly  kept,  as  the  impor- 
tance of  its  object  deserves,  in  the  view  of  the  home  government 
and  their  own  zeal  and  intelligence  would  be  quickened. 

2.  Under  their  directions,  all  prisoners  on  their  first  arrival 
should  be  sent  to  a  penal  settlement,  there  to  undergo  their  pun- 
ishment for  the  past,  and  have  their  minds  subdued,  and  their  bo- 
dies prepared  for  their  future  probation  and  lot.  For  the  former 
purpose  I  should  not  object  to  their  sentence  at  home  inflicting  a 
minimum  period  of  detention  in  this  stage ;  but  this  period  should 
not  be  too  long,  (from  one  to  two  years,  even  for  the  worst  of  of- 
fences, would  I  think  be  sufficient,)  and  without  an  exhibition  of 
penitence  and  good  resolution,  this  minimum  should  be  by  no 
means  a  maximum ;  on  the  contrary,  no  one  should  leave  his  se- 
elusion  here,  till  thoroughly  subdued  in  mind,  and  so  far  as  can 
be  judged,  sincerely  desirous  to  exert  himself  to  do  well  forihe 
future.  With  his  punishment  should  be  blended  moral,  reli- 
gious, and  rural  instruction,  each  to  as  great  an  extent  as  possi* 
ble,  so  as  to  give  all,  whether  previously  habituated  to  labor  or 
not,  good  dispositions  and  reasonable  bodily  ability  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

3.  Progressively,  as  the  several  individuals  thus  become  quali- 
fied, (by  punishment,  and  undergone  penitence  testified,  good 
disposition  for  the  future  manifested,  and  capacity  for  labor  re- 
quired,) they  should  be  drafted  to  the  roads  or  such  other  public 
work  as  maf  be  considered  proper,  but  in  &  mMai«t\]o\^  'ws^  ^^* 
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plained,  and  which  I  am  certain  would  have  an  excellent  moral 
effect.  They  should  be  formed  into  parties  (say  of  six  men  each,) 
who  should  select  each  other,  and  undertake  to  share  the  chances 
of  their  probation  together,  so  that  the  good  or  bad  conduct  of 
each  individual  should  in  all  cases,  while  passing  through  this 
stage  benefit  or  ii^ure  the  others,  (his  chosen  and  inseparable 
companions,)  equally  with  himself.  The  object  of  this  arrange- 
ment is  threefold ;  1. — ^The  physical  position  of  a  constable  :  2. — 
The  moral  restraint  and  impulse  to  be  equally  acquired  by  making 
the  conduct  of  each  affect  others  as  well  as  himself:  and  3d,  the 
social  impulses  which  would  be  thus  developed  and  set  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  selfish  exclusive  feelings,  which  alike  produce  vice, 
and  are  produced  by  it. 

4.  On  the  roads,  then,  or  other  public  works,  the  probationers 
(for  I  would  now  even  change  their  appellation,)  would  be  thus 
distributed  into  parties  or  gangs,  say  ot  six  men  each,  living, 
lodging,  laboring  and  ascending,  or  it  may  be,  occasionally  de* 
scending  the  ladder  which  can  alone  restore  them  to  freedom, 
together.  In  now  dealing  with  them,  I  would  reckon  every  eve- 
ning with  each ;  his  conduct  whether  good  or  bad,  being  repre- 
sented by  marks  added  to  or  subtracted  from  the  common  account 
of  the  party  to  which  be  may  belong.  The  possession  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  these  marks  being  made  requisite  to  advance  any 
party  a  step  beyond  the  scale  of  indulgence  already  obtained  by  it, 
the  gain  or  loss  of  any;  through  the  good  or  bad  conduct  of  an  indivi- 
dual belonging  to  it,  would  be  thus  felt  by  all ;  and  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  law  should  in  all  cases  be  made  precise,  affixing  a  specific 
gain  or  loss  to  every  shade  of  conduct.  Here,  then,  the  amount 
of  labor  performed  would  of  course  be  considered  with  other 
claims,  such  as  steadiness,  obedience,  attendance  at  church,  atten- 
tion to  other  religious  instruction,  corresponding  proficiency  in 
what  may  be  taught,  proper  care  of  clothing,  general  respecta- 
bility of  appearance  and  manner,  self-command,  moderation 
under  provocation,  and  the  like.  I  would  not,  I  think,  make  the 
allowance  of  food  in  any  way  dependent  on  the  result  of  these 
reckonings ;  but  I  would  be  well  disposed  to  allow  the  purchase 
of  indulgences,  as  tea,  sugar,  tobacco,  &c.,  for  the  several  messes, 
bjr  tbe  Maeri&ce  oi  their  common  maiik%«   1  ^o\]^<i  Vx!&\&\.  ^ti  ^ch 
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indiTidoal's  keeping  a  good  suit  <^  Sunday  elothing ;  where  any 
article  was  lost  or  destroyed,  I  would  compel  its  replacement  by 
a  sacrifice  from  tlie  common  stoclc  of  marks.  Very  many  advan- 
tages,  both  moral  and  economical,  would  obviously  be  derived 
from  sue  1  arrangements. 

5.  The  moral  and  physical  restraint  that  would  thus  be  acquired, 
would,  indeed,  be  so  great,  that  I  am  persuaded  after  a  short  time, 
offences  of  every  kind  would  become  rare ;  and  it  would  be  neces- 
sary even  to  be  very  particular  that  the  salutary  example  of  check 
arising  from  misconduct  might  not  be  entirely  lost ;  yet  this  must 
not  be  altogether  reckoned  on  either,  for  grave  offences  will  be 
committed,  or  an  individual  may  prove  so  habitually  careless, 
obstinate  or  otherwise  ill  conducted,  that  the  party  to  which  he 
belongs  may  be  compelled  to  represent  that  they  cannot,  in  Jus- 
tice to  themselves,  retain  him,  or  continue  to  defray,  at  their  Joint 
expense,  the  marks  lost  by  him. 

6.  And  as  I  would  thus  never  punish  an  individual  apart  from 
his  party,  so  neither  would  I  ever  reward  one.  No  exertion, 
no  favor,  no  degree  of  individual  merit,  should  carry  a  man 
through  without  his  fellows;  for  on  the  absolute  community 
of  interest  among  the  individuals  of  each  party,  I  would  rely  more 
than  on  anything  to  make  the  system  efficient* 

A.  MACONOCHIE. 


From  vol.  17,  for  1841. 

Jtbiiracts  of  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  Jrom  Governor  Sir  George  Gipps 

to  Lord  John  Russell. 

GoTsrameBt  Howe,  Bydntj,  24th  Ftb.^  1849. 

My  Lord — I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  lordship  that  Cap- 
tain Maconochie  returned  to  Sydney  on  the  27th  January  last 
from  Van  Dieman's  Land,  and  that  he  sailed  yesterday  for  Nor- 
folk Island,  there  to  enter  on  his  duties  as  superintendent. 
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trader  dsto  Febmanr  25, 1840,  Sir  Gtorge  Gippi  encloMi,  initr  aUaf  %  ootnuniiloAtioa  from 
C^pt.  M.,  and  from  which  the  following  papers,  numbered  No.  1,  No.  2  and  No.  9>  are  extrasts. 

No.   1. 

Memorandum  on  the  assistance  that  would  he  desirable  in  order  to 
give  full  development  to  the  principles  of  social  management  in 
a  large  insular  establishment. 


I  have  repeatedly  expressed  a  conviction  that,  with  all  its  other 
advantages,  the  social  management  of  prisoners  will  speedily  be 
found  also  the  most  economical.  The  substitution  of  free  for 
coerced  labor  in  it,  that  is  to  say,  of  labor  stimulated  by  the'ordi. 
nary  motives  which  animate  industrious  life  in  free  society,  in- 
stead of  the  mere  fear  of  the  lash  or  cells,  must  eventually  prove 
economical ;  and  besides  the  additional  work  which  it  will  obtain, 
will  obtain  it  also  with  a  smaller  amoupt  of  direct  superintendence. 
But  in  the  beginning  especially,  there  will  be  a  considerable  de- 
mand for  intelligent  superintendence,  and  this  ought  to  be  even 
allowed.  The  object  of  the  system  is  to  develope  the  mind,  not 
merely  restrain  or  fetter  the  body ;  and  superior  as  this  object  is^ 
and  peculiarly  characterising  what,  if  cordially  gene  into  by  the 
British  Government,  will  be  known  as  the  English  in  contra-dis- 
tinction  to  both  the  Dutch  i^nd  American  systems ;  it  seems  even 
an  object  of  national  policy  not  to  cramp  its  earlier  steps  by  any 
thing  which  may  approach  the  character  of  false  economy. 

I  have  omitted  to  notice  above,  the  expense  of  clergymen,  who 
should,  I  think,  be  much  more  numerous  in  a  reformatory  estab- 
lishment than  in  one  merely  punitive.  I  would  have  one  of 
some  denomination  or  other  to  every  100  or  120  prisoners  in  the 
separate  imprisonment  stage ;  and  as  this,  according  to  my  present 
opinions,  would  be  about  one-third  of  each  year's  arrivals,  (I 
think  that  four  months  in  this  stage  should  be  even  a  high  aver- 
age), the  proportion  of  clergymen  to  an  establishment  receiving 
3,000  prisoners  annually,  would  be  10;  and  supposing  the  aver- 
age detention  of  prisoners  was  from  three  to  four  years  (which  I 
should  think  also  probable),  and  their  accumulated  number  were 
thus  about  10,000  men,  the  proportion  of  clergymen  to  the  whole 
community  would  be  1  to  1,000.  If  a  longer  period  of  separate 
Imprisonment  were  deemed  indispensable,  this  proportion  would 


TCqoire  to  be  raised,  for  I  do  not  think  that  a  clergjrman  can,  in 
ooDjunetion  with  his  other  duties,  do  full  justice  to  a  greater  num- 
ber of  men  under  his  special  care,  than,  as  abovCi  100  to  120.  It 
is  at  this  period  that  the  seeds  of  effective  penitence  and  good  re- 
solution are  to  be  sown,  perhaps  for  life ;  and  it  would  be  the 
worst  economy  that  would  restrict  the  means  of  rooting  and  start- 
ing them. 

From  No.  2. 

Memorandum  on  the  Exchange  of  Marks  for  present  Indulgences. 

•        •••••••• 

I  hope  to  cultivate  their  powers  of  self-command,  and  by  making 
a  certain  voluntary  saving  over  and  above  all  present  expendi- 
ture indispensable  to  the  recovery  of  freedom,  produce  in  their 
minds  all  the  moral  benefit  which  has  been  found  invariably 
to  accompany  accumulations  in  humble  life,  in  a  savings  bank. 

Marks  of  approbation  thus  given  for  industry,  and  exchangeable 
for  freedom  or  for  indulgences,  will  just  be  wages,  and  will  equal- 
ly stimulate  to  care,  exertion,  economy  and  fidelity  with  them; 
and  wherever  these  motives  are  placed,  their  results  must  be  of  the 
same  character;  though  they  must  be  more  or  less  obvious  in  one 

place  than  another  according  to  collateral  circumstances. 

•  ••••*•• 

From  No.  3. 

I  would  propose,  then,  instead  of  any  remission  of  punishment, 
or  of  its  accompanying  disqualification  in  individual  cases,  that 
its  entire  course  should  be  broken  uniformly  into  stages,  to 
each  of  which  In  succession  every  prisoner  should  belong,  in  un- 
dergoing his  sentence ;  being  in  each,  subject  to  the  restrictions,  but 
at  the  same  time  enjoying  of  right,  the  immunities  belonging  to 
that  particular  portion  of  his  passage  through  all.  Thus,  sup- 
posing an  accumulation  of  1,000  or  10,000  marks  to  be  the  fixed 
purchase  of  recovered  freedom,  below  one  number  might  confine 
to  separate  imprisonment;  above  that  number,  but  below  another| 
to  social  labor  through  the  day,  with  separate  imprisonnM^^||| 
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trader  dftto  Felntnrv  S5, 1840,  Sir  QMffe  Glppi  •noloiei,  lal«f  fllte,  ft  conmBiflaHoB  f rom 
0^^  M.X  and  Cram  which  tiMfoUoirliig  papMiy  iiiimbei«d  No.  1^  Ho.  lMidHo.8>  aiooxtmsta. 

ITo.  1. 

Memorandum  on  thi  asiistanee  that  would  l§  dmrable  in  order  to 
gtoe  fuit  development  to  the  principles  of  social  management  in 

a  large  insular  establishment. 


I  have  repeatedly  expressed  a  conviction  that,  with  all  its  other 
advantages,  the  social  management  of  prisoners  will  speedily  be 
found  also  the  most  economicaL  The  substitution  of  free  for 
coerced  labor  in  it,  that  is  to  say,  of  labor  stimulated  by  Ihe'ordL 
nary  motives  which  animate  industrions  life  in  free  society,  in- 
stead of  the  mere  fear  of  the  lash  or  cells,  must  eventually  prove 
eoonomical ;  and  besides  the  additional  work  which  it  will  obtain, 
will  obtain  it  also  with  a  smaller  amoupt  of  direct  superintendence. 
But  in  the  beginning  especially,  there  will  be  a  considerable  de- 
mand for  intelligent  superintendence,  and  this  ought  to  be  even 
allowed.  The  object  of  the  system  is  to  develope  the  mind,  not 
merely  restrain  or  fetter  the  body ;  and  superior  as  this  otject  is, 
and  peculiarly  characterising  what,  if  cordially  gene  into  by  the 
British  Government,  wUl  be  known  as  the  English  in  contrardis- 
tinction  to  both  the  Dutch  and  American  systems ;  it  seems  even 
an  object  of  national  policy  not  to  cramp  its  earlier  steps  by  any 
thing  which  may  approach  the  character  of  false  economy. 

I  have  omitted  to  notice  above,  the  expense  of  clergjrmen,  who 
should,  I  thii^k,  be  much  more  numerous  in  a  reformatory  estab- 
lishment than  in  one  merely  punitive.  I  would  have  one  of 
some  denomination  or  other  to  every  100  or  120  prisoners  in  the 
separate  imprisonment  stage ;  and  as  this,  according  to  my  present 
opinions,  would  be  about  one-third  of  each  year's  arrivals,  (I 
think  that  four  months  in  this  stage  should  be  even  a  high  aver- 
age), the  proportion  of  clergymen  to  an  establishment  receiving 
3,000  prisoners  annually,  would  be  10 ;  and  supposing  the  aver- 
age detention  of  prisoners  was  from  three  to  four  years  (which  I 
should  think  also  probable),  and  their  accumulated  number  were 
thus  about  10,000  men,  the  proportion  of  clergymen  to  the  whole 
community  would  be  1  to  1,000.  If  a  longer  period  of  separate 
Imprisonment  were  deemed  indispensable,  this  proportion  would 
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require  to  be  raised,  for  I  do  not  think  that  a  olergjrman  can,  in 
coDjanction  with  his  other  duties,  do  ftill  justice  to  a  greater  num- 
ber of  men  under  his  special  care,  than,  as  abovci  100  to  120.  It 
is  at  this  period  that  the  seeds  of  effective  penitence  and  good  re- 
solution are  to  be  sown,  perhaps  for  life ;  and  it  would  be  the 
worst  economy  that  would  restrict  the  means  of  rooting  and  start- 
ing them. 

From  No-  2. 

Memorandum  on  the  Exchange  of  Marks  for  present  Indulgences. 

I  hope  to  cultivate  their  powers  of  self-command|  and  by  making 
a  certain  voluntary  saving  over  and  above  all  present  expendi- 
ture indispensable  to  the  recovery  of  freedom,  produce  in  their 
minds  all  the  moral  benefit  which  has  been  found  invariably 

to  accompany  accumulations  in  humble  life,  in  a  savings  bank. 

•  ••••••• 

Marks  of  approbation  thus  given  for  industry,  and  exchangeable 
for  freedom  or  for  indulgences,  will  just  be  wages,  and  will  equal- 
ly stimulate  to  care,  exertion,  economy  and  fidelity  with  them; 
and  wherever  these  motives  are  placed,  their  results  must  be  of  the 
same  character;  though  they  must  be  more  or  less  obvious  in  one 

place  than  another  according  to  collateral  circumstances. 

•  ••••*•• 

From  No.  3. 

I  would  propose,  then,  instead  of  any  remission  of  punishment, 
or  of  its  accompanying  disqualification  in  individual  cases,  that 
its  entire  course  should  be  broken  uniformly  into  stages,  to 
each  of  which  in  succession  every  prisoner  should  belong,  in  un- 
dergoing his  sentence ;  being  in  each,  subject  to  the  restrictions,  but 
at  the  same  time  enjoying  of  right,  the  immunities  belonging  to 
that  particular  portion  of  his  passage  through  all.  Thus,  sup- 
posing an  accumulation  of  1,000  or  10,000  marks  to  be  the  fixed 
purchase  of  recovered  freedom,  below  one  number  might  confine 
to  separate  imprisonment ;  above  that  number,  but  below  another, 
to  social  labor  through  the  day,  with  separate  imprisonment  at 
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night ;  between  other  two  numbers,  to  social  treatment  both  by  day 
and  night,  and  so  forth.  These  stages  should,  I  think,  be  multi- 
plied, in  order  to  keep  hope  and  exertion  actire ;  but  I  do  not  now 
enter  into  details,  I  merely  explain  the  prinoiple.     •        •        • 

A.  MAGONOGHI£. 


Vol.  42,  for  1843. 

Extract  of  a  dUpatch  from  Governor  Sir  George  Gipps  to  Lord 
Stanly^  dated  Government  House^  Sidney^  1 5th  August^  1842. 


In  my  dispatches  I  have  brought  before  your  lordship  numer- 
ous details  respecting  Norfolk  Island,  which  collectively,  I  think, 
must  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time  is  nearly  arrived  when 
it  will  be  proper  to  remove  from  the  island  the  prisoners,  who, 
during  the  last  two  years  and  a  half,  have  been  there  placed  under 

the  experimental  system  introduced  by  Capt.  Maconochie. 

•  ••••••• 

The  contrast,  indeed,  ever  has  been,  and  still  continues  to  be, 
so  great  between  Captain  Maconochie's  official  statements,  and  the 
accounts  which  reach  me  through  other  authentic  channels,  that 
even  with  the  utmost  allowance  for  the  prejudices  existing  for 
or  against  it,  I  can  form  no  definite  opinion  on  the  working 
of  Captain  Maconochie's  system,  except  in  so  far  as  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money  is  concerned,  upon  which  point  it 
must  be  allowed  that  the  authority  of  the  Deputy  Commissary 
General  is  superior  to  any  other.  Feeling  it,  however,  necessary 
to  give,  to  the  best  of  my  power,  a  summary  account  of  the  present 
state  of  the  island,  I  will  do  it  in  the  following  words : 

The  men  are  all  (or  nearly  all)  personally  attached  to  Captain 
Maconochie ;  he  has  much  influence  over  them,  and  they  greatly 
desire  to  please  him,  though  some  will  occasionaly  turn  him  into 
ridicule,  and  in  their  communications  to  their  old  associates  in  this 
colony,  they  not  unfrequently  complain  that  the  least  deserving 
men  are  most  in  his  confidence. 
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Punishment  Is  rare  on  the  Island,  and  hardly  ever  severe.  At- 
tempts are  frequently  made  to  produce  striking  effects  on  even 
the  worst  men,  by  unexpected  acts  of  leniency,  forgiveness  or 
confidence,  calculated  to  awaken  and  call  into  play  the  good  feel- 
ings implanted  in  them  by  nature,  but  which  may  long  have  lain 
dormant ;  and  such  attempts  are  not  unfrequently  successful. 

Petty  crimes,  however,  abound ;  and  perhaps  are  even  on  the 
increase.  Acts  of  overt  or  combined  violence  seldom  occur;  and 
heinous  acts  of  atrocity,  such  as  the  unprovoked  infliction  on  each 
other  of  bodily  injuries,  are  less  frequei^  than  they  formerly  were. 
Unnatural  offences,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are  on  the  increase. 

The  labor  of  the  prisoners  is  turned  less  to  account  than  it  was 
under  the  management  of  former  commandants;  consequently  the 
produce  of  the  island  is  falling  off,  and  the  expense  of  supplying 
it  with  provisions  from  Sidney  rapidly  increasing.  •  •  •  • 
Depredations  on  growing  crops  and  other  property  of  govern- 
ment, are  more  general  than  they  were.  •        #        •        • 

Finally,  the  prisoners  on  the  new  establishment  are  quiet  and 
respectful  in  their  demeanor,  but  idle  and  listless ;  those  on  the 
old  or  doubly  convicted  establishment,  uneasy  and  scheming. 


When  Captain  Maconochie  was  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  (now  two 
and  a  half  years  ago,)  it  was  intended  by  Her  Mcgesty's  govern- 
ment, that  large  additional  numbers  of  prisoners  should  be  des- 
patched from  England,  to  join  his  establishment,  but  none  such 
have  hitherto  I)een  sent ;  a  fact,  which  of  itself  would  seem  to  in- 
dicate, that  Her  Majesty's  government  entertain  some  doubt  of  the 
propriety  of  keeping  up  his  establishment ;  and  such  doubt  must 
indeed  have  been  suggested  by  the  general  tenor  of  my  dispatch. 
Moreover  Captain  Maconochie  himself  neither  seems  to  desire  nor 
to  expect  to  be  continued  at  Norfolk  Island,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
constantly  expresses  a  hope  and  expectation  of  being  removed  to 
some  other  locality.  ••••••• 
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.The  principal  object  of  this  dispatch  |  is,  therefore,  to  report  to 
year  lordship,  that,  unless  I  receive  in  the  meantime  any  direc- 
tions, rendering  a  different  coarse  of  proceedings  necessary,  it  is 
my  intention,  in  the  coarse  of  the  month  of  March  or  April  next, 
to  cause  the  whole  of  the  prisoners,  who  form,  what  is  called 
Captain  Maconochie's  new  or  English  establishment,  to  be  removed 
to  Van  Dieman's  Land. 

Captain  Maconochie  will,  of  course,  not  admit,  that  his  system 
has  had  a  fair  trial ;  and  it  is  only  just  towards  him  to  bear  in 
mind,  that  he  always  objected  to  its  being  tried  at  Norfolk  Island. 

Your  lordship  may  have  observed  by  my  correspondence,  that 
some  of  the  principal  officers  of  this  government  are  among  those, 
who,  by°Captain  Maconochie,  are  charged  with  having  thrown 
impediments  in  his  way. 

So  long  as  the  remonstrances  of  these  officers  were  directed  only 
against  Captain  Maconochie's  habitual  disregard  of  forms,  regula- 
tions, or  what  may  be  styled,  departmental  observances,  I  thought 
it  my  duty,  in  a  very  great  degree,  to  overrule  them ;  considering 
that  in  the  very  novel  and  difficult  position  in  which  he  was 
placed,  all  impediments  should  as  far  as  possible  be  removed  out 
of  his  way.  But  the  evidence,  lately  brought  by  the  same  officers 
before  me,  of  a  rapidly  increasing  expenditure,  has  become  so 
convincing  (the  good  to  be  derived  from  it  being  still  as  problema- 
tical as  ever),  that  the  point  seems  to  me  to  be  attained,  at  which 
I  ought  to  take  a  responsibility  in  another  direction  on  myself. 

Capt.  Maconochie's  experiments  were  thus  discontinued.  Whe- 
ther he  had  occasion  to  complain  of  his  associates  in  office,  as  it 
appears  by  the  last  dispatch  of  Governor  Sir  George  Gipps,  that 
he  did,  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  inquire.  It  is  certain  that  he 
entered  on  his  experiments  under  the  most  favorable  auspices. 
He  was  the  controlling  master  spirit  of  the  establishment ;  the 
government  withheld  from  him  no  required  facilities ;  and  suffi- 
cient time  was  given  him  to  test  the  practical  workings  of  his  sys- 
tea.    It  may  be,  that  under  a  ttioxow^  di^v^VvckaxVwi^  ^ViScl  ^ 
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well-trained,  executive  mind,  the  scheme  >might  have  proved 
more  successful ;  for  Gapt  M.|  like  many  otiier  inventors,  may 
have  more  genius  tor  contriving  than  skill  in  managing.  But  of 
lUs  we  are  ignorant. 

Whilst  some  parts  of  his  system — as  for  instance,  the  commu- 
nity of  interest  in  gangs — are,  to  say  the  least,  founded  on  very 
superBcial  views  of  human  nature,  merging  as  they  do  the  indi- 
vidual in  the  mass,  yet  other  portions  are  wortl^  of  thoughtful 
examination,  if  not  of  direct  commendation.  The  system  of 
credit  for  correctness  of  habits  is  right  in  itself;  for,  although  it 
may  be  argued  that  duty  is  ever  to  be  performed  simply  because 
it  is  right  and  required  by  the  law  of  God,  yet  every  man  who 
studies  the  springs  of  action  in  his  own  heart,  well  knows  that 
encouragement  in  life's  stru^le  is  a  wonderftd  helper  even  to 
correct  principles. 

The  discontinuance  of  the  mark  system,  was  followed  by  the 
plan  which  is  detailed  in  a  dispatch  from  Lord  Stanley,  of  which 
we  oopy  extmets. 


From  Vol.  42,  for  1843- 

FVom  a  letter  from  Lard  Stanley  to  Lieutenant' Governor  Sir  John 

Branklin^  fyc. 

nownii«-Stie«t,  N«T.  SMi,  1842. 

•  #••••• 

We  do  not,  however,  contemplate  a  state  of  things  in  which  the 
convict  suffering  under  the  sentence  of  the  law,  should  ever  be 
excluded  from  the  hope  of  amending  his  condition  by  blameless 
or  meritorious  behavior ;  or  from  the  fear  of  enhancing  the  hard- 
ships of  it  by  misconduct.  On  the  contrary,  to  keep  alive  an  in- 
vigorating hope  and  a  salutary  dread  at  every  stage  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  prisoner,  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  his 
punishment,  appears  to  us  to  be  an  indispensable  part  of  the  disci- 
pline to  which  he  should  be  subject. 
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Arrived  at  Norfolk  Island  tbe  eonvict  wUl  be  employed  atharil 
labor.  No  authority  except  tbat  of  the  Queen  herself  will  be 
eompetent  to  abridge  the  time  of  his  detention  there.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  misconduct  of  the  convict  in  Norfolk  Island  may 
have  the  effect  of  prolonging  his  detention  there  Indefinitely^ 
within  the  limits  of  the  term  of  his  original  sentence.  But  although 
even  good  conduct  en  the  part  of  the  convict  cannot  abridge  the 
duration  of  this  part  of  his  sentence,  yet  any  one  who  by  a  course 
of  blameless  or  meritorious  behavior  at  Norfolk  Island  shall  have 
established  a  claim  to  favorable  consideration,  will  have  the  bene- 
fit of  that  claim  in  the  future  stages  of  his  career.  To  estimate  at 
the  end  of  four  or  even  two  years  the  good  or  the  bad  conduct 
which  a  convict  may  have  observed,  through  so  long  a  period, 
would  hardly  be  practicable  unless  some  system  were  adopted  of 
some  daily  or  weekly  notation  of  the  conduct,  whether  meritorious 
or  culpable,  of  each. 

•  ••••#» 

I  will  consider  in  their  order  each  of  the  five  stages  tiirough 
which  a  convict  will  have  to  pass,  to  wit : — 1st.  Detention  at 
Norfolk  Island.  2d.  Tbe  probationary  gangs.  3d.  The  proba- 
tionary passes.    4th.  Tickets  of  leave.    5th.  Pardons. 

1st.  Detention  at  Norfolk  Island  will  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  all  sentences  of  transportation  for  life,  and  will  also  be 
applied  to  the  more  aggravated  cases  of  convicts  sentenced  to  any 
term  not  less  than  fifteen  years.  Four  years  will  be  the  longest, 
and  two  years  the  shortest  period  for  which  any  coavict  wiU  be 
sentenced  to  Norfolk  Island. 

The  convicts  will  be  employed  at  hard  labor.  No  authority  but 
that  of  the  Queen  will  be  competent  to  abridge  the  time  of  deten- 
tion here.  Misconduct  may  have  the  efieet  of  prolonging  the 
sentence. 

At  present  the  whole  convict  discipline  of  Norfolk  Island  is 

under  the  charge  of  an  officer  (Capt.  Maconochie)  engaged  in  the 

trJal  of  experiments  suggested  by  \iuii%^\£.   Yv^it  \«^fl^;»ui.  iu  no 
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4egree  incompattble  with  the  respeet  due  to  that  gentleman,  it  is 
piopoeed  to  relieve  him  ftom  that  charge. 

2d.  The  second  stage  of  punishment  is  that  of  the  pniMtionarj 
gangs,  assembled  in  Van  Dieman's  Land.  These  will  be  employed 
in  government  service,  and,  with  rare  exceptions,  in  the  unsettled 
dtetricts.  No  convict  will  pass  less  than  (»ie,  or  more  than  two 
yeus  there,  eie^  in  case  of  misconduct. 

These  gangs  will  be  employed  at  hard  labor,  with  such  mitiga- 
lion  fLS  may  be  compatible  with  the  condition  of  the  criminals. 

Sd.  After  a  convict  shall  have  passed  through  the  probation 
gang,  he  will  next  proceed  to  the  third  stage  of  punishment,  and 
become  the  holder  of  a  probation  pass ;  but  no  convict  may  enter 
on  this  stage  except  on  two  conditions.  Of  these,  the  first  is  the 
obtaining  from  the  comptroller  of  convicts  a  certificate  of  general 
good  conduct,  to  be  drawn  from  the  records  already  mentioned ; 
and,  secondly,  the  having  fully  served  in  the  probation  gang 
during  the  whole  of  tlie  period  for  which  the  convict  had  been 
placed  there. 

The  essential  distinction  between  the  third  stage  and  those 
which  preceded  it  will  be  that  the  holder  of  a  probation  pass  may 
with  the  eona^t  of  the  govtf  nment,  engage  in  any  private  service 
fbr  wages,  such  wages  to  be  paid  and  accounted  for  as  subsequently 
mentioned. 

The  contract  for  private  service  is  to  be  void  unless  made  with 
the  Grovernor's  sanction,  either  previous  or  subsequent,  and  is,  by 

the  terms  of  it,  to  be  terminable  at  the  Governor's  pleasure. 

•  ••••••• 

4th.  The  fourth  stage  through  which  the  convict  must  pass 
before  obtaining  a  pardon,  is  that  of  the  holders  of  ticJcets  of  leave. 
The  essential  condition  of  this  class  is,  that  they  possess  what  may 
be  termed  ^  a  probationary  and  revocable  pardon,"  valid  in  the 
4M>lcny  in  which  it  is  granted,  but  of  no  avail  elsewhere.  No  con- 
vict eso  obula  b  ticket  of  leave  before  ha\E  ot  \\i^  Xfttui  oV  ^Su^ 


original  sentenee aludl ha^  tzplnd;  in ibBmimat  psraons  sen- 
tenced for  life,  that  indefinite  term  shall  for  the  purpose  of  this 

*  eomputation,  be  counted  as  twenty-four  years. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Further,  no  person  may  be  transferred  fK>m  the  elass  of  proba- 
tion pass  holders  into  the  class  of  ticket  of  leave,  holders,  until 
iM-shall  have  held  the  probation  pass  for  a  term  equal  to  the  dif- 
ference between  half  the  sentence  and  the  shortest  period  alwUeh 
under  that  sentence  the  convict  might  have  arrived  at  the  stage 

of  a  probation  pass  holder. 

•  •  •  ••  •  •  • 

More  briefly,  it  may  be  stated  thus,  namely,  that  one-half  of 
the  term  of  the  sentence  must  be  passed  in  one  or  other  of  the 
tiiree  first  stages  of  punishment. 

But  supposing  that  by  misconduct  the  length  of  the  first  or  of 
second  stage  may  have  been  increased,  no  decrease  will  on  that 
account  be  permitted  in  the  third  stage.  On  the  contrary,  in  the 
ease  supposed  the  whole  term  of  punishment  in  the  three  first 
classes  would  endure  for  a  greater  period  than  one-half  of  the 
original  sentence. 

5th.  The  fifth  and  last  stage  which  a  convict  can  reach  during 
tile  continuance  of  the  term  of  his  sentence,  is  that  of  a  pardon, 
eonditional  or  absolute.  It  is  almost  superfluous  to  say,  that  no 
one  will  be  able  to  claim  a  pardon  of  right,  but  that  it  must  in 

every  instance  be  an  act  of  pure  grace  and  fiiivor. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •'• 

We  close  with  extracts,  relating  to  the  mpre  recent,  and  laore 
successful  experiments  on  the  tasli-work  system. 

These  extracts  are  quite  full ;  perhaps  they  may  be  thought  by 
some,  unnecessarily  so.  But  we  are  persuaded,  that  those  who 
enter  on  their  perusal  with  inquiring  minds,  will  find  themselves 
amply  rewarded. 

These  papers  offer  suggestions  that  should  not  be  disregarded 
by  those,  who  mould  the  penal  legislation  of  our  country.     The 
experiments  have  been  costly ;  but  they  are  contributions  to 
humaDity. 
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From  vol.  43,  Parliamentary  Keports,  for  1849. 

Copy  0f  a  despatch  fr^m  Emrl  Chrtf  to  Chvermr  Sir  C.  A.  PUzrojf. 

DowniQg-ilrtety  Jim  SOth^  184B. 

Sir  : — I  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  a 
letter,  which  I  have  received  flrom  the  Rev.  B.  Naylor,  covering 
<NM  addressed  by  him,  upon  the  subject  of  transportation,  to  the 
aiOBibers  of  the  legiilattVe  eounef  1. 

It  is  so  full,  both  of  valuable  general  remarks  and  of  useftd 
suggestions,  that  I  am  botmd  to  request  you  to  convey  my  thanks 
to  him  for  this  commtinieation,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure 
him,  that  I  have  had  much  satisfaction  in  pex^ivii^  tliat  many 
of  his  views  agree  to  a  rematkable  extent,  with  those  which  have 
been  adopted  and  acted  up  »n  I  y  Her  Majesty's  government,  both 
In  respect  to  the  best  mode  of  dealing  with  convicts,  and  also  to 
the  inexpediency  of  entirely  renouncing,  on  behalf  of  tho  colonies, 
ttiat  source  of  a  supply  of  labor. 

I  have,  ftc, 
(signed,)  GRIT. 
Sir  C.  Jl.  FUzrpjfj  4*^.,  ^c. 


2b  ihe  members  qf  the  Hon.  the  Legidatwe  Council  ofjfew  South 
Wales. 

(kntmr,  Jum  1847. 
•  •••••• 

Without  further  preface,  therefore,  I  beg  most  respectfully  to 
offer  for  your  consideration  the  following  suggestions : 

1.  I  suggest  that  a  certain  number  of  prisoners,  selected  from 
Pentonville  and  Mfllbank,  should  be  received  for  the  puipose  of 
testing  the  value  of  the  scheme  now  proposed.  In  both  these 
penitentiaries,  but  specially  in  the  former,  the  most  ingenious  and 
praiseworthy  efforts  are  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  prisoners 
eonftned  there. 

They  all  learn  trades.  They  receive  Judicious  instruction.  Thfif 
are  aat  allowed  to  lesLVo  the  probatloni  uatkl  i!lEi^  «^Ti<^Qi^ 
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serves  it.  Although  I  cannot  concur  in  the  wisdom  of  many  of 
the  details,  I  cannot  help  admiring  the  noble  effort,  which  has 
thus  been  made,  to  improve  our  system  of  prison  discipline. 

The  same  principle  and  mode  of  selection  womld  continue  to  be 
obeerved  in  the  erent  of  the  success  of  the  experiment. 

I  need  scarcely  remind  yon,  that  there  ia  m  immense  difbreaee 
between  prisoners;  or  that  between  the  habitually  abandoned 
and  the  improvident  or  unfortunate,  there  is  a  wide  range. 

S.  It  has  been  the  fundamental  error  of  all  former  sjrstems, 
that  no  adequate  motives  for  exertion  have  been  supplied  to  pri- 
•oners.  Prospective  benefits  have  been  set  before  them,  but  as 
they  have  been  uncertain,  or  have  depended  only  upon  the  lapse 
of  time,  they  have  invariably  proved  inoperative.  The  men  felt 
thegr  were  laboring  for  others,  and  that  it  was  their  interest  to 
husband  their  energies  and  shirk  through  the  various  periods  of 
slavery  assigned  to  them,  as  easily  as  they  could.  Is  it  to  be 
wondered  at  ?  Every  human  being  requires  a  present  and  con- 
tinually recurring  motive  to  propel  him.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
was  supplied  to  the  prisoner.  He  was  absolutely  a  slave.  The 
highest  motives  that  can  excite  responsible  beings,  it  is  not  indeed 
in  human  power  to  supply,  but  we  may  bring  to  bear  upon  the 
prisoner's  condition  others,  which,  next  to  religious  principles, 
are  the  most  powerful :  self-interest  and  self-respect,  arising  from 
a  consciousness,  that,  irrespective  of  the  caprices  of  others,  a  man's 
ftUl  restoration  to  forfeited  rights  is  in  his  own  hands,  and  depends 
on  his  own  efforts. 

3.  As  a  remedy  for  all  this,  I  propose  that  the  exiles  selected 
as  I  have  described,  should  have  the  last  portion  of  their  time 
sentences  commuted  for  proportionate  pecuniary  fines,  to  be  grad- 
ually liquidated  by  their  own  industry,  and  meritorious  conduct 
in  the  colony.  Every  man  would  in  such  a  case, -know  deter- 
minately^  and  at  once,  what  was  before  him.  He  would  feel  that 
to  a  certain  extent  he  became  from  that  moment  the  arbiter  of  his 
own  fate.  By  this  means,  a  better  principle  would  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  his  hopes  and  fears,  than  can  ever  be  derived  from 
merely  arbitrary  regulations  aa  to  IVme.   ^o  v^Wt^  ^K^Vct&iil 
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conld  by  posslbUity  ensidre  in  tbe  aame  degree  a  guarantee  for 
good  conduct ;  his  self-control  would  acquire  the  force  of  habit. 
With  the  consciousness  of  having  struggled  with  success,  he 
would  return  to  society  a  better  man,  purified  by  the  process 
through  which  he  had  passed. 

.4.  With  such  motives  and  such  a  prospect  before  him,  each 
fnaa^ould  be  given  <ni  landing,  a  district,  location  ticket,  the 
aimplcf  intention  of  which  shauld  be  the  distribution  of  labor  into 
the  several  districts,  according  to  the  demand  in  each.  In  evecy 
«ther  respect  than  au  inability  to  leave  the  district  assigned  him, 
he  should  be  free  to  engage  with  employers,  at  any  rate  he  could 
obtain.  The  preliminary  process  would  be  of  this  kind.  As 
aoon  as  the  men  are  classed,  registered  and  examined  in  Sidney, 
they  might  be  hired  by  the  residents  of  their  respective  districts^ 
or  by  agents  duly  appointed  by  them  according  to  a  prescribed 
form,  containing  the  nan*es  of  the  parties,  the  nature  of  tlie  ser- 
vices to  be  performed,  the  period  of  service,  and  the  amount  of 
wages.  It  should  also  contain  a  covenant  on  the  part  ot  the  em^ 
ployer  to  pay  these  wages  half-yearly,  in  the  following  propor- 
tions, viz  z  one  half  to  the  servant,  and  the  other  half  to  an  offi- 
cer of  the  district  officially  appointed  to  receive  it,  in  liquidation 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  public,  on  account  of  the  commutation  of 
the  time  sentence.  An  additional  clause  should  bind  tbe  em- 
ployer to  report  half-yearly  to  the  same  officer,  the  conduct  of 
the  servant,  aocerding  to  a  form  annexed.  The  employer  should 
also  be  responsible  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  person  em- 
ployed to  his  appointed  district;  the  expense  of  removal  in. a 
proper  manner  being  advanced  by  the  employer,  and  deducted 
flrom  the  servant's  wages. 

5.  The  moiety  of  wages  due  to  the  employed  wouldserve  for  his 
own  clothing  and  other  expenses,  and  would  be  under  his  own 
control ;  the  half  amount  due  to  the  public,  should  form  a  fund 
for  the  promotion  of  free  immigration.  As  certain,  proportions 
of  the  debt  were  paid,  the  rights  of  the  men  might  be  extended^ 
first,  to  their  employment  in  trades  out  of  service;  and  secondly, 

til   1    t    ip  to  absolute  pardon,  the  diistric  ticket  ml^^jht  be 
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miohaoged  for  acolonial  one,  enaUiDg  him  ta«iM)OM  hit  own  di»- 
triet. 

6.  Each  man  should  be  fnrnished  with  a  book)  like  those  sup- 
plied by  savings  banks,  containing  a  copy  of  his  aecoant  with  the 
public,  signed  periodically  by  the  district  officer,  the  employer 
and  the  employed.  On  the  debtor's  side  should  stand  his  original 
debt,  and  any  subsequent  fines  for  misconduet.  On  the  credit 
side,  his  wages,  and  an  amount  determined  from  tlia  maater. 
Sepovt  from  time  to  time  by  a  board  consisting  of  the  district 
officers,  a  clergyman,  and  any  other  respectable  inhabitant  un- 
connected with  such  labor. 

7.  As  soon  as  the  whole  debt  is  discharged,  his  account  should 
be  balanced,  and  he  should  be  restored  as  a  matter  of  right  to  the 
ftill  enjoyment  of  an  absolute  freedom,  won  by  a  patient  continu- 
ance in  well  doing. 

I  hare,  fcc, 

T.  BRAGLT  JTATLOB. 


Copy  of  a  dispatch /ram  Lieutenant'Govem&r  Sir  W,  Denitan  to 

Earl  Chrty. 

Tao  Dieouui'i  Lud,  Ckyrunment  Ho«it»  Sept.  SS,  ISiSw 

Mt  Lord: — 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
dispatch,  No.  66,  dated  27th  April,  1848,  detailing  the  views  of 
Her  Majesty's  government  on  the  subject  of  the  system  of  punish- 
ment to  be  adopted  as  regards  offenders  sentenced  to  transporta- 
tion.   Your  lordship,  at  the  close  of  the  despatch,  observes : 

^^  We  are  far  from  supposing  that,  upon  this  most  difficult  sub- 
ject, after  so  many  attempts  to  contrive  effective  methods  of  pun- 
ishment, and,  it  'is  painful  to  add,  so  many  failures,  we  are  likely 
to  have  yet  succeeded  in  devising  a  system  which  does  not  still 
require  very  great  improvement.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  fully 
sensible  of  the  need  there  will  be  of  such  improvements,  and  we 
shall  be  most  anxious  to  receive  any  suggestions  for  effecting 
Aew,  which  your  experience  and  observations  may  enable  you  to 


The  plan  a^  stated  In  yonr  lordship's  dispatch,  appealrs  to  be  as 
follows : 

All  offenders  who  have  rendered  themselves  liable  to  the  pun*- 
ishment  of  transportation ,  are  to  be  subject  for  a  certain  period  to 
a  system  of  separate  confinement.  After  being  released  from 
(his,  all  those,  the  length  of  whose  sentences  does  not  exceed  seven 
years,  are  to  be  at  once,  or  very  shortly,  transmitted  to  Van  Die^ 
man's  Land,  as  holders  of  ticlcets^of-leave. 

Others,  whose  sentences  are  of  longer  duration,  will  be  retain- 
ed in  England,  or  at  Gibralter  or  Bermuda,  and  employed  upon 
public  worlcs;  a  system  of  encouragement  being  held  out  to  them 
liy  the  adoption  of  task  work.  At  the  expiration  of  half  the  pe- 
riod of  their  sentence,  they  will  also  be  sent  to  this  colony  as 
holders  of  tickets-of-leave. 

Tills  I  believe  to  be  a  correct  outline  of  the  scheme  as  proposed' 
by  Her  Majesty's  government,  the  objects  of  which  I  assume  to 
be :  First.  The  punishment  of  offenders,  not  as  a  retribution  for 
the  offences  committed,  but  as  an  example  and  warning  to  others. 
Second.  The  reformation  of  these  offenders.  Third.  Their  expa- 
triation and  removal  to  this  colony,  which  may  be  looked  upon 
partly  as  means  of  punishment,  partly  of  reformation,  but  the  main 
object  of  which  is  to  get  rid  of  men  who,  from  their  habits  and 
connexions,  may  in  all  prol>ability  become  burdensome  to  society 
in  the  mother-county ;  while  in  these  colonies,  where  their  labor 
ii  valuable,  they  will  be  removed  from  many  of  the  temptations 
to  offend  which  would  meet  them  at  every  step  at  home,  and  be 
placed  in  positions  to  earn  an  honest  livelihood,  should  they  feel 
inclined  so  to  do. 

First,  then,  as  to  punishment ; 

There  is  no  plan  which  has  yet  been  devised  which  operates  so 
effectually  as  an  example,  as  the  separate  system,  more  especially 
when  carried  out  to  its  full  extent,  not  merely  as  a  punishment 
Ibr  the  more  serious  description  of  offences,  but  for  all  those  minor 
breaches  of  the  law  to  which  imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard 
labor^  is  now  awarded. 
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In  these  the  example  comes  fully  into  operation ;  for  the  of- 
fended, after  having  undergone  his  two  or  tliree  months'  separa- 
tion, goes  out  of  prison  and  communicates  to  his  fellows  the  na- 
ture of  the  punishment  he  has  received,  und  its  elfect  upon  him- 
self. 

WheU)  however,  this  siystem  is  brought  into  operation  as  a 
punishment  for  crimes  of  a  deeper  die,  it  loses  some  of  its  efficacy, 
inasmuch  as  it  cannot  be  continued  long  enough  to  satisfy  justice, 
and  must,  therefore,  necessarily  be  conjoined  with  punishment  of 
a  less  efficient  character. 

The  second  object  contemplated  is  the  reformation  of  the  offen- 
der. Here,  again,  no  system  tliat  has  yet  been  devised  can  com- 
pare with  the  separate  system  for  breaking  down  evil  habits,  lead- 
ing a  man  to  think  upon  his  past  life,  and  sowing  seeds  which 
perhaps  may  produce  good  fruit  hereafter ;  but  I  am  still  of  opin- 
ion, as  I  expressed  to  your  Lordship  in  my  dispatch  No.  83,  dated 
on  the  10th  July,  1847,  that  to  return  a  man  into  the  labor- gangs 
after  he  has  undergone  the  preparatory  course  of  moral  training, 
is,  in  point  of  fact,  to  neutralize  most  of  the  good  effects  of  the 
system.  It  would  be  more  advisable,  as  far  as  the  reformation  of 
the  prisoner  is  concerned,  to  sen  J  him  immediatf^ly  on  his  con- 
viction, to  the  gangs,  paying,  of  course,  every  attention  to  him 
while  he  is  thus  employed ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  portion 
of  his  sentence,  however  the  duration  of  it  may  be  decided,  to 
subject  him  to  a  period  of  separate  treatment,  and  after  that  to 
expatriation,  than  to  reverse  the  earlier  periods  of  his  punishment 
by  placing  the  imprisonment  first,  and  the  labor  second. 

I  look  forward,  I  confess,  with  very  little  hope  to  the  result 
of  the  experiments  which  are  making  for  the  reformation  of 
offenders. 

When  we  call  to  mind  the  difficulties  which  meet  us  at  every 
step,  when  we  attempt  to  correct  the  evil  habits  of  the  b<»y  at 
school — such  habits,  I  mean,  as  are  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of 
the  society  in  which  he  lives,  as,  for  instance,  lying  and  theft, 
when  we  recollect  how  very  rarely  a  change  takes  place  for 
good,  how  can  we  expect  that  wlien  l^v^  \jo^  Xjfc^taft^ \J\e  man^ 
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when  the  evil  inflnenees  which  have  operated  upon  him  for 
years,  have  ingrained  his  vices  upon  him  till  they  have  become 
part  of  his  nature,  he  will  yield  to  reasons  or  influences  which 
were  so  ineffective  while  he  was  young.  Any  attempt  to  induce 
men  to  amend  their  lives  or  alter  their  habits,  by  a  relaxation 
of  punishment  consequent  upon  such  a  change  will  produce 
hypocrites  innumerable,  but  Scarcely  one  true  penitent.  I  should 
strongly  object,  therefore,  to  anything  which  tended  to  diminish 
the  terror  by  which  punishment  must  act  to  be  punishment,  to 
any  frittering  away  in  the  shape  of  bribes  for  good  behavior,  of 
the  only  effective  checlc  which  we  possess  upon  crime. 

The  separate  system  is  effective,  most  effective,  as  a  punish- 
ment, from  the  very  dread  which  it  inspires ;  it  is  also  an  efficient 
agent  in  reforming  offenders.  It  would  be  wise,  therefore,  to 
adopt  it  and  to  extend  its  operation  as  much  as  possible ;  but  we 
ought  not,  on  the  plea  that  an  offender  may  have  thrown  off  his 
evil  habits  in  the  cell,  to  let  him  loose  upon  society  again  as  a 
reformed  man,  until  he  has  undergone  the  full  sentence  which 
the  law  has  inflicted  upon  him.  Let  the  men  be  placed  in  gangs, 
and  the  full  amount  of  labor  which  they  are  capable  of  perform- 
ing be  exacted  from  them  by  a  well-managed  system  of  task- work. 

By  this,  a  positive  and  effective  punishment  will  be 'inflicted 
upon  most  of  those  who  are  likely  to  subject  themselves  to  such 
a  state  of  things,  for  it  is  the  incorrigibly  idle  that  ar<)  generally 
thieves  and  breakers  of  the  law  in  other  ways. 

It  will  be  found,  I  believe,  on  reference  to  the  records  of  crime 
in  this  country,  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  oftences  which  the 
eonvicts  commit  in  this  colony  are  similar  in  character  to  those 
for  which  they  were  transported.  The  thief  still  steals,  the  burg- 
lar remains  a  burglar,  the  man  transported  for  offences  of  violence 
against  the  person  still  is  found  liable  to  commit  the  same  offence 
here. 

I  have  directed  a  return  to  be  prepared  which  will  show  to 
what  extent  this  is  ihe  case,  and  I  forward  it  herewith. 

The  inference  I  should  draw  from  this,  combined  with  the  re- 
3ult  of  my  observation  during  the  long  period  \c\xY^\ia&  ^vq^m^ 
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iiiice  the  subject  of  eonviet  discipline  and  xnaaagement  wn 
brought  under  mj  notice,  is,  tliat  although  individual  inatanoea  of 
reformation  do  sometimes  occur,  thej  are  exceptions,  and  ran 
exceptions,  to  the  general  rule ;  and  tiiat  the  crimes  for  whiA 
those  who  do  repent  and  amend  tlieir  lires  have  been  transpwled 
are  such  as  may  be  said  to  consist  more  of  breaches  of  legal  enact- 
ments than  of  those  great  moral  laws  which  prevail  in  all  coun- 
tries, whatever  may  be  the  form  of  government  or  the  constitu- 
tion of  society. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed,)  W.  DEinSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Eabl  Grey,  fcc,  &c.,  &c. 


Cofy  of  a  dispatch  from  Lieut.^Govemor  Sir  W.  Denisotiy  Bariy  6* 

C.  B.,  to  Earl  Grey. 

Ysn  DltBMi'i  LMid,  GoF't  Hooae,  Feb.  h,  1849. 

My  Lord— I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  your  lordship  the 
half  yearly  report  of  the  comptroller-general  of  convicts. 

6.  The  first  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call  your  lordship's  atten- 
tion, is  to  the  mode  in  which  the  task- work  system  has  been  car- 
ried out.  The  returns  furnished  and  the  statements  made  in  the 
report  of  the  comptroller-general,  are  quite  sufficient  to  establish 
the  value  of  the  plan,  not  only  as  regards  the  amount  of  labor 
procured  from  the  convicts,  but  also  as  to  its  operation  upon  the 
conduct  and  discipline  of  the  men.  The  results  obtained  at  Ho- 
bart  Town,  with  a  gang  ot  200  men  from  Norfolk  Island,  have 
been  extraordinary ;  but  this  may  be  accounted  tor,  as  the  whole 
has  been  under  the  close  and  strict  supervision  of  the  comptroller- 
general.  In  the  more  distant  stations,  the  results  cannot,  of 
course,  be  expected  to  be  so  great ;  but  even  under  the  most  dis- 
couraging  circumstances,  the  fruits  of  the  system  have  been  suffi- 
cient, both  as  regards  the  amount  of  work  performed  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  men,  to  show  that  it  is  a  most  valuable  addition  to 
•very  system  of  secondary  punishment. 
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6.  The  rules  by  which  we  have  been  guided  in  carrying  the 
system  into  operation,  are  briefly  as  follows : 

The  men  are  divided,  according  to  their  capacities  or  physical 
powers,  into  three  classes.  To  each  individual  in  these  classes  a 
specific  task  is  attached,  and  the  amount  of  this  has  been  calculated 
so  as  to  allow  a  man  by  his  actual  hard  labor  to  perform  half  as 
much  again  as  is  allotted  to  him  for  his  daily  task.  The  men 
must  work  the  full  number  of  hours  which  compose  the  working 
day  of  the  season. 

SSiould  a  man  not  perform  his  daily  task  he  is  punished ;  that 
is,  he  is  put  upon  low  diet,  he  is  confined  for  a  few  days  in  a  soli- 
tary cell ;  he  undergoes,  in  fact,  whatever  punishment  the  magis- 
trate before  whom  he  is  tried  may  think  sufficient  for  the  offence. 
Should  he  do  more  than  his  daily  task,- the  surplus  amount  is  cre- 
dited to  him  in  diminution  of  the  period  of  his  sentence ;  thus  a 
man  sentenced  to  three  month's  hard  labor,  may,  if  he  chooses  to 
exert  himself,  earn  his  release  in  two  months.  In  addition  to  this 
amount  of  relaxation  which  may  be  considered  as  earned,  con- 
tinued good  conduct  is  also  allowed  to  tell  in  diminishing  the  du- 
ration of  the  punishment. 

By  this  short  sketch  of  the  system,  your  lordship  will  be  able 
to  Judge  to  what  extent  it  is  identified  with  Captain  Maconochie's 
mark  system.  The  principle  may  be  said  to  be,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  same ;  but  the  mark  system,  as  attempted  to  be  carried 
out  by  Captain  Maconochie,  failed  from  the  complexity  of  the  de- 
tails, and  from  a  want  of  practical  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the 
author,  while  this,  which  has  been  in  operation  for  many  years  at 
Bermuda,  has  always  produced  satisfactory  results. 

10.  I  will  now  proceed  to  notice  some  of  the  statements  and  ob- 
servations contained  in  a  letter  from  Captain  Maconochie,  dated 
8th  June,  1848,  and  transmitted  to  me  in  your  lordsliip's  dispatch 
No.  95,  of  the  24th  June,  1848.  The  comptroller-general  has 
eonunented  upon  such  portions  of  this  letter  as  he  conceived  re- 
quired notice,  and  has  shown  that  the  comparison  attempted  to  be 
instituted  by  Captain  Maconochie,  between  the  amount  of  crime 


under  two  qrstems  of  convict  discipline,  is  entirly  fidheioiuL  He 
has  also  shown  that  the  assumption  on  the  part  of  Captain  Maeo- 
nochie,  that  the  men  who  were  subject  to  his  system  of  treatment, 
(discipline  I  cannot  call  it)  have  been  better  behaved  than  othen 
who  were  placed  on  probation  in  Van  Dieman's  Land,  upon  a  sys- 
tem confessedly  a  bad  one,  is  not  in  any  way  borne  out  by  Ikcts. 
It  appears  (as  might  Seurly  have  been  concluded  by  any  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  moral  conditition  of  the  class  of  people  upon 
whom  the  experiment  was  tried)  that  the  proportion  of  more  hein- 
ous offences  committed  by  Captain  Maconochie's  men  far  exceedk 
that  committed  by  inen  under  probation ;  and  if  it  be  possible  to 
draw  an  inference  from  the  amount  of  crime  committed  by  the 
convicts  now  employed  on  the  new  wharf,  who  consist  of  men  re- 
moved from  Norfolk  Island,  it  would  appear  that  a  comparison 
between  the  system  of  rewards  adopted  by  Captain  Maconochie 
and  the  mixed  sjrstem  of  rewards  and  punishment  now  adopted, 
would  be  still  more  opposed  to  his  views. 

20.  The  greatest  evil  which  appears  to  have  resulted  from  Cap- 
tain Maconochie's  management  of  the  convicts  at  Norfollc  Island, 
was  an  increased  tendency  among  them  towards  the  commis- 
sion of  unnatural  offences.  The  returns  forwarded  by  the 
comptroller-general,  shows  tliat  the  men  who  were  subject  to 
his  system  of  discipline,  it  it  may  be  so  called,  have  exhibited  a 
fitf  greater  disposition  towards  the  indulgence  of  these  brutal  ap- 
petites, than  those  who  were  placed  under  probation.  It  cannot| 
of  course,  be  shownHhat  these  men,  when  afterwards  brought  to 
Van  Dieman's  Land,  introduced  this  crime  into  the  gangs,  but  the 
universal  opinion  is,  that  it  was,  if  I  may  use  the  term,  imported 
from  Norfollc  Island ;  and  nothing  was  more  likely  to  foster  and 
encourage  these  habits  of  brutal  self-indulgence,  than  the  total  ab- 
sence of  supervision  and  control  which  formed  a  part  of  Captain 
Maconochie's  system. 

21 .  It  is  needless  that  I  should  enter  into  any  examination  of 
the  principles  upon  which  Captain  Maconochie's  system  is  found* 
ed,  having  already,  in  former  communications  to  your  lordship, 
shown  that  it  is  unsound,  and  that  th)d  principal  object  of  punish- 

meat  is  neither  to  revenge  society  u]^u  \\i^  oStetA^t^  xlqi  v^  ^wr^ 
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out  his  reformation ;  but  to  deter  the  many  from  following  his  ex- 
ample, which  thej  might  be  tempted  to  do,  did  they  see  that 
erime  was  successful  and  did  not  meet  with  its  appropriate  pun- 
idiment. 

22.  The  only  paragraphs  that  require  notice  are  Nos.  7  and  8, 
which  relate  to  the  probation  system  and  to  Captain  Maconochie's 
trial  at  Norfolk  Island,  and  Nos.  13, 14, 15  and  16,  relatire  to  the 
tieatment  of  female  convicts. 

In  No.  7,  Captain  Maconochie  states  that  the  reasons  which,  in 
his  opinion,  caused  the  failure  of  the  probation  system,  which  are 
summed  up  in  one  sentence,  that  it  was  not  combined  with  the 
mark  system.  Now,  if  by  the  mark  system  we  are  to  understand 
the  whole  of  the  details  of  the  system  as  advocated  and  attempted 
by  Captain  Maconochie  at  Norfolk  Island,  this  would  be  to  say, 
that  the  probation  system  failed  because  it  was  not  carried  out 
upon  a  principle  entirely  distinct  from  that  upon  which  it  was 
founded.  If  by  the  mark  system  it  is  meant  that  some  mode  of 
making  labor  available  and  of  encouraging  industry  among  the 
convicts  should  have  been  adopted,  it  is  to  a  certain  extent  correct, 
as  this  would  have  of  course  modified  some  of  the  evils  of  the  sys- 
tem ;  but  no  effort  of  the  kind  could  have  proved  effectual,  be- 
cause the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  government  did  not  admit 
of  its  being  properly  carried  out. 

23,  With  r^ard  to  the  reasons  alleged  by  Captain  Maconochie 
in  order  to  account  for  his  notorious  failure  in  carrying  his  sys- 
tem into  practice  at  Norfolk  Island,  they  are  merely  the  excuses 
brought  forward  by  every  unsuccessful  speculator.  Two  thou- 
sand men  were  cooped,  as  he  says,  in  a  nut-shell. 

Norfolk  Island  contains  9,000  acres  of  beautifol  soil ;  with  pro- 
per regulations  there  could  have  been  no  difiiculty  in  finding  suf- 
ficient employment  for  the  2,000  men  for  some  years.  He  com- 
plains of  the  state  of  the  buildings.  He  had  2,000  men  at  his 
disposal  to  build  or  improve  and  alter  to  any  extent ;  in  six  weeks 
a  mere  boarded  hut  has  been  made  into  a  convenient  and  well-ar- 
ranged establishment  for  200  men,  as  shown  by  the  Comptroller- 
General. 

Captain  M&conocbie  had  more  means  at  Ms  dVsposoX^  W\.  V<^ 
^Mked  the  power  or  ability  to  make  use  of  them.    Bft  w^  ^5wk^ 
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the  physical  means  at  his  disposal  were  disproportionately  small, 
he  had  only  160  soldiers.  According  to  his  theory,  he  should 
have  wanted  few  or  no  soldiers.  He  had  no  occasion  to  call  upon 
the  military  for  assistance  or  protection.  It  has  only  been  since 
his  departure  that  the  fruits  of  his  ill-considered  indulgence  have 
obliged  the  authorities  to  call  upon  the  military  to  defend  them 
from  the  convicts.  Captain  Maconochie  says  that  he  maintained 
perfect  order  and  tranquility,  and  that  he  did  not  faU.  There  was 
not  any  outbreak,  because  there  was  not  restraint  or  discipline, 
but  as  a  system  of  secondary  punishment,  the  whole  was  a  perfect 
and  complete  failure. 

24.  With  regard  to  the  views  expressed  by  Captain  Blaconochie 
on  the  subject  of  the  discipline  required  for  female  convicts,  they 
are  vague  and  indefinite,  and  not  calculated  to  meet  the  practical 
difficulty  of  the  case.  It  may  be  true  that  the  women  are  mors 
sinned  against  than  rinning,  though  this  observation  would,  I 
conceive,  apply  to  tlko&e  only  who  are  commencing  the  career  ci 
vice  which  eventually  leads  them  to  this  colony  as  convicts.  It 
may  be  true  that  the  system  adopted  for  men  should  be  more 
gently,  considerately  administered  when  applied  to  women.  It 
may  be  true  that  we  should  ^^  tone  down  and  moderate  their  im- 
pulses, and  get  their  judgment  into  play ;  that  we  should  give 
them  principles,  supplementing  those  with  prudence ;  and  that  in 
aid  of  all  these,  we  should  anxiously  and  sedulously  strive  to 
give  them  powers  of  usefulness  in  the  sphere  of  life  into  which 
they  are  ultimately  to  be  discharged  ;^  but  these  are  mere  words, 
and  convey  not  a  single  practical  suggestion, 

25.  It  is  tfue  in  paragraph  16,  Captain  Maconochie  «iays  all 
should  be  controlled  and  stimulated  by  the  mark  system ;  but 
this,  with  some  few  exceptions  as  to  the  care  of  cows  and  other 
stock,  and  as  to  lessons  in  tailoring  and  cutting  out,  form  the  whole 
practical  advice  upon  this  very  difficult  subject.  In  this,  as  in 
the  case  of  male  convicts.  Captain  Maconochie  has  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  practical  facts,  but  has  allowed  a  preconceived  theory  to 

overpower  his  judgment. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed),  W.  DENISON, 

The  BIgbt  Hon.  Eabl  Gbst^  &c.)  Ilc.<)%i.<^. 
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(Enclosure  2,  in  foregoing.) 

ComplMller-GciMcal'i  OIBm,  Jumiy  10,  IMt. 

8.  In  my  last  periodical  report,  I  stated  that  in  making 
the  extensive  changes  throughout  the  convict  department,  men- 
tioned in  that  and  former  reports,  the  objects  kept  eteadily  itt 
view  had  been : 

9.  Ist. — ^To  improve  the  eflB^ciency  of  the  officers. 

10.  2nd. — ^To  establish  industrious,  cleanly  and  orderly  habits 
amongst  the  convicts. 

1 1 .  3d. — To  prevent  the  perpetration  of  unnatural  crimes,  by 
improving  the  means  of  separation  and  increasing  the  aipount  of 
supervision,  so  that  every  convict  maintained  by  government, 
inay  always  be  kept  under  the  observation  of  an  officer. 

12.  4th. — ^To  increase  and  otherwise  improve  religious  instnie- 

tion. 

» 

13.  5th. — To  render  punishment  uniform  and  certain,  and  as 
far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to  vary  the  nature  of  that  pun- 
ishment according  to  the  peculiarities  of  different  offences  and 
offenders. 

14.  Constant  attention  has  been  given  to  the  same  objects 
durii^  the  last  eight  months,  and  I  therefore,  deem  it  right  now 
to  make  a  few  brief  remarks  on  each  of  these  heads. 

15.  1st. — ^The  efficiency  of  the  staff  of  officers  has  been  greatly 
improved  during  the  progress  of  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
stations,  by  retaining  only  the  most  energetic,  intelligent  and  ex* 
4>erienced  of  those  previously  employed  ^  and  I  am  now  able  to 
report  that  the  convicts  are  all  placed  under  the  charge  of  mo- 
derately efficient  officers,  in  the  proportion  authorised  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  has  been  found  amply  sufficient. 

16.  2nd  — ^The  practical  difficulties  experienced  in  organizing 
ike  machineipr  for  earryiag  out  the  details  o£  tkie  tas^*^^'^%'S%* 
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tern  were  at  first  very  discouraging  and  aggravating  to  a  ct^nside- 
rable  extent,  by  the  disinclination  of  the  officers  to  adopt  what 
then  appeared  to  them  a  complicated  plan,  which  they  evidently 
believed  would  augment  the  amount  of  their  duties ;  but  prac- 
tice has  shown  that  the  scheme  can  be  easily  carried  on,  so  much 
ao  that  more  than  one  of  the  most  intelligent  superintendents 
who  opposed  the  plan  at  the  commencement  are  now  its  zealous 
supporters.  The  system  was  also  at  first  opposed  by  the  convicts 
fliemselves,  who  having  previously  been  worked  und^r  circum- 
Stances  calculated  in  every  way  to  call  forth  all  their  ingenuity 
to  devise  means  by  which  they  eould  evade  labor,  resisted,  as 
might  naturally  be  expected,  any|  appeal  even  to  their  self-in- 
terests, which  reqfiired  them  to  rouse  their  long  dormant  ener- 
gies. 

17.  From  local  causes,  such  as  difTerence  in  the  class  of  con- 
victs, and  the  nature  of  the  works  on  which  they  are  employed  ; 
but  above  all,  in  the  intelligence,  zeal,  and  attention  of  the  offi- 
cers, the  results  have  not  been  the  same  at  all  stations,  although 
more  extended  experience  daily  produces  a  much  nearer  ap- 
proach to  uniformity,  and  gives  good  reason  to  hope  that  the 
whole  will  approximate  to  that  which  has  been  produced  at  the 
Old  Wharf  Station.  In  my  last  report  I  alluded  to  the  effects 
which  might  confidently  be  expected  from  the  complete  and 
careful  carrying  out  of  the  task- work  system  at  that  station ;  and 
I  now  have  much  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  my  expectations 
have  been  AiUy  realized,  and  practical  evidence  affi)rded,  that  the 
experiment  has  been  eminently  successful  even  under  unfavora- 
ble circumstances,  as  to  buildings  and  the  place  of  labor ;  de~ 
Ibcts,  however,  which  it  is  only  fair  to  admit,  have  been  near- 
ly counterbalanced  by  the  proximity  of  the  station  to  head 
quarters,  and  the  consequent  faithful  carrying  out  of  the  most 
minute  details  under  the  observation  of  the  superior  authorities.  • 

19.  There  are  four  resident  officers  at  the  station,  Hobart  Town  ; 

a  senior  assistant  superintendent,  an  assistant  superintendent,  an 

overseer,  and  a  schoolmaster ;  the  general  supervision  being  in- 

trnsted  to  the  superintendent  of  the  prisoners'  barracks,  who  is 

paid  £100,  per  annum,  by  the  coVoisy,  tot  \Y\\&  we^\^. 
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The  convicts  are  inarched  to  church  at  the  prisoners'  barracks, 
and  the  chaplain  of  that  establishment  attends  to  their  general 
religious  instruction.  Working  overseers,  in  such  numbers  as  the 
disposal  of  the  difierent  gangs  may  require,  and  who  do  not  reside 
on  the  station,  are  provided  by  the  colony,  for  the  direction  of  the 
labor  of  the  men.  Three  constables  are  also  employed  on  this 
duty,  and,  being  residents  on  the  station,  their  services  are  made 
available  for  watching  at  night. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  four  discipline  officers,  assisted  In 
some  measure  by  three  constables,  are  employed  in  the  direct  ma- 
nagement of  200  men ;  and  daily  routine,  forwarded  herewith, 
shows  the  general  outline  of  the  l>arrack  duties,  as  well  as  the 
provision  made  for  instruction,  cleanliness,  and  inspection ;  and 
a  reference  to  Return  No.  6,  will  show,  that  under  these  arrange- 
ments, very  few  offences  have  been  committed,  which  is  the  more 
remarkable,  as  the  most  trifling  irregularity  has  always  been 
brought  under  notice,  when  detected.  In  fact,  looking  at  the 
circumstances  of  temptation  in  which  these  men  have  been  placed 
on  the  wharfs  and  streets  of  a  crowded  town,  such  results  as  are 
exhibited  in  Return  No.  6,  could  scarcely  be  expected,  and  are 
nearly  altogether  attributable  to  the  influence  of  the  task- work 
system,  fairly,  faithfully  aud  effectively  carried  out.  The  de- 
meanor, conduct  and  language  of  these  men,  at  labor,  at  schoolj 
at  church,  in  their  dormitories,  messroom,  and  yard,  have  been 
under  my  almost  daily  observation,  and  I  can  confidently  report, 
that  each  and  all  were  highly  satisfactory,  and  such  as  never 
could  have  been  brought  about,  except  under  the  influence  of 
some  stimulus  to  industry  and  good  conduct,  like  that  which  the 
task-work  system  has  provided. 

20.  Return  No.  7,  shows  the  amount  and  value  of  the  labor, 
performed  by  the  convicts  at  the  old  wharf-station,  and  that,  on 
an  average,  each  man  actually  employed,  during  the  month  of 
December,  1848,  at  the  rate  usually  paid  by  contract,  has  earned 
4  8.  8  d.,  for  every  working  day.  This  is  a  result  never  before 
produced  in  Van  Dieman's  Land,  and,  viewed  in  conni^xion  with 
the  conduct  of  the  men,  affords  a  practical  illustration  of  what 
could  be  done  on  a  much  more  extended  scale.    1\  teiii«i\i'&  \j^\)% 
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provedi  whether  or  not  the  industrious  habits,  acquired  in  gang, 
will  continue,  when  these  men  are  released  from  the  restraints  of 
penal  discipline,  and  employed  in  private  service ;  but,  I  thinic, 
it  may  fairly  be  expected,  from  the  appearance  of  activity  and 
energy  which  they  now  exhibit,  that  habits,  thus  roused,  will  not 
at  once  be  laid  aside. 

21.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that,  while  such  a  large  amount 
of  hard  work  has  been  performed,  that  men,  tired  with  labor 
of  the  day,  should  have  improved  themselves  in  the  evening 
school,  to  the  extent  shown  in  Return  No.  8,  to  the  correctness  of 
wUdi  I  can  testify  from  my  own  personal  observations. 

I  have  &c. 
(signed,)  J.  S.  HAMPTON, 

OomptroUer  Oen^ral. 
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Comptrottir^s  report^  enclosed  in  foregoing  of  the  Comptroller- 

Oeneral. 

Old  Warf  Statton^  Hobtrt  Town,  Jamuoy  3, 1849. 

I 
I 

1.  In  forwarding  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Ciomptroller- 
General,  the  accompanying  ^<  summary  "  of  the  improvement  made 
by  the  prisoners  in  the  school  at  this  station,  since  its  formation 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1848,  up  to  Slstof  December  last,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  school  regulations,  I  beg  you  will  permit  me,  at  the 
same  time,  to  make  a  few  observation!  on  the  system  and  course 
of  instruction  pursued. 

2.  The  school  consists  of  four  classes :  The  Ist  class,  comprising 
those  men  who  can  read,  write  and  cypher ;  the  2d  class,  those 
who  can  read  and  write ;  the  3d  class,  those  who  can  read,  but  not 
write ;  and  the  4th  class,  those  who  can  neither  read  nor  write. 
I  examine  each  man  on  his  arrival  at  the  station,  place  him  in  a 
class  suited  to  his  capacity,  and  select  monitors  for  the  instruction 
of  the  various  classes  from  amongst  the  best  informed  men.  Each 
class  consists  of  about  eight  men,  who  read  at  the  same  time,  and 
write  and  cypher  in  like  manner : 

The  course  of  instruction  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Mensuration  and  the  higher  branches  of  arithmetic,  reading, 
writing,  &c  ,1st  class. 

2d  class,  reading  and  writing. 
3d  class,  reading. 
4th  class,  spelling. 

8.  The  prisoners  attend  school  every  evening  during  the  week, 
with  the  exception  of  Tuesday  evening,  when  they  are  assembled 
in  the  school-room  for  the  purpose  of  attending  divine  service, 
performed  by  the  clergyman  attached  to  the  Hobart  Town  peni- 
tentiary ;  and  on  Saturday  evening,  when  they  remain  in  their 
wards  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  their  clothes,  &c.,on  which  oc- 
casion good  readers  are  selected,  who  read  aloud  in  each  ward  for 
the  benefit  of  all. 

The  school  hours  are  from  six  to  eight  p.  m.    The  first  class 
jn^ad  half  an  bouVy  and  cypher  tlie  retaoAiidet  ol  thft  time.    As  an 
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Instance  of  tlie  interest  taken  by  the  prisoners  in  improving  them* 
selves,  and  of  their  appreciation  of  the  value  of  education,  I  might 
mention  that  in  this  class,  amongst  those  who  are  learning  menso- 
ration,  I  cannot  easily  induce  any  of  them  to  become  monitors,  bb 
they  invariably  prefer  remaining  in  their  classes,  though  as  moni- 
tors, they  would  be  credited  with  the  time  they  are  employed  im 
the  school,  thereby  having  an  opportunity  of  considerably  short- 
ening their  period  of  detention.  The  2d  class  write  half  an  hous^ 
and  read  the  remainder  of  the  time,  In  the  3d  and  4th  classes^ 
which  are  spelling  and  beginning  to  read,  I  get  each  monitor  lb 
read  occasionally  to  his  class  some  moral  and  interesting  book^ 
which  both  improves  their  minds  and  relieves  the  dull  monotony 
of  continually  poring  over  a  spelling-book,  the  feelii^  of  weari- 
ness consequent  on  which,  unless  varied  in  some  such  mannei^ 
often  creates  a  strong  distaste  for  learning. 

4.  A  Bible  and  prayer-book  are  furnished  for  the  use  of  each  rf 
the  prisoners.  They  have  also  the  use  of  an  excellent  library  j 
many  of  the  books  are  of  a  religious  and  moral  character,  and 
others  containing  sound  useful  information  on  various  subjects. 
These  books  are  issued  once  a  week  to  the  prisoners,  who  are  held 
responsible  for  the  careful  use  of  them. 

5«  I  have  lately  Introduced  the  catechetical  system  of  simolts- 
neous  instruction,  which  you  so  strongly  recommended,  and  if  I 
might  judge  of  its  probable  beneficial  effect  from  the  short  trial 
I  have  had  of  it,  I  entertain  very  little  doubt  of  its  success.  Tim 
subjects  I  have  brought  before  the  men  are  astronomy,  hlstorjc, 
geography,  &c. 

The  following  is  a  sketch  of  the  system :  After  the  men  have 
been  individually  instructed  for  about  three-fourths  of  the  period 
of  attendance,  the  school  books  are  all  collected,  and  the  prisoners 
sit  with  their  faces  turned  towards  a  large  map  or  diagram 
ot  the  subject  to  be  illustrated,  placed  at  one  end  of  the  ntom^ 
in  such  a  manner,  as  to  be  distinctly  Sfcn  by  all.  The  subject 
under  consideration,  I  endeavor  to  sim.dify,  so  as  to  bring  it 
within  the  comprehension  of  the  most  uninformed  amount  theisu 
J  then  caibecbisey  get  all  to  answer  together ,  and  do  tioX  ^^xA^'Bl 
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one  part  of  my  subject,  until  I  am  prettj  well  oonvin^ed  by  their 
answers,  that  they  all  thoroughly  understand  it.  By  this  exercise 
fheir  minds  being  kept  continually  alive,  they  become  completely 
absorbed  by  the  subject,  and  it  is  really  yery  encouraging  to  ob- 
serve the  marked  attention  they  pay,  and  the  eagerness  with 
which  every  particle  of  information  is  seized.  I  need  scarcely 
•ay,  what  a  fund  of  general  information  can,  by  this  means,  be 
Imparted  in  a  short  time  to  a  large  body  of  men.  I  also  keep  a 
monthly  register  of  the  improvement  made  by  each  man  during 
the  month. 

6.  The  improvement  made  by  the  prisoners  under  this  system, 
IS;  (as  you  will  perceive  on  reference  to  the  summary,)  very  gra- 
tifying. I  have  had  considerable  experience  in  the  education  of 
youth,  and  in  no  instance  have  I  met  with  a  similar  general  profi- 
ciency. On  the  summary  (as  it  speaks  for  itself,)  I  will  remark 
no  further,  than  that  out  of  324  prisoners  received  into  the  school 
at  this  station,  from  1st  May,  1848  up  to  3 1st  December  last,  j[  140 
of  whom  could  read  scarcely  or  not  at  all,)  there  are  now  only 
2(7  who  cannot  read  a  Testament  tolerably  >  18  of  which  number 
have  been  received  within  the  last  month. 

The 'writing  and  cyphering  classes  will  shew  a  still  greater  im- 
provement. Though  the  attendance  of  the  prisoners  at  school  is 
Toluntary,  yet,  within  a  period  of  eight  months,  there  have  been 
only  a  few  instances  of  refusal  to  do  so,  and  those  men  have  since 
attended  regularly.  I  think  this  fact  of  itself  speaks  strongly  of 
the  interest  they  take  in  education.  I  must  here  testify  to  the 
remarkable  good  conduct  of  the  prisoners,  whilst  at  school. 

7.  On  sabbath  evenings  the  prisoners  are  confined  exclusively 
to  scripture  reading,  during  school  hours,  and  the  knowledge  they 
hive  acquired  on  the  all  important  subject  of  religion,  is.  Indeed, 
yery  considerable.  Their  ideas  of  the  grand  and  fundamental 
doctrines  of  Christianity,  are,  generally  speaking,  very  correct. 
And  if  their  present  uniform  good  c<  nduct,  coupled  with  their 
often  expressed  determination  to  become  better  men  and  better 
Qhristians,  their  sorrow  for  the  past,  and  the  anxiety  they  evince 
to  recover  that  position  in  society,  which  they  forfeited  by  their 
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misdeeds,  be  looked  upon  as  evidence  of  a  moral  reformation,  I 
think  we  may  fairly  indulge  the  hope,  that  such  a  reformation  has 
been  effected. 

8.  In  conclusion  I  beg  to  state,  I  have  observed  that,  on  all  oc- 
casions the  prisoners  have  been  treated  by  their  officers  with 
uniform  kindn«^ss,  but  at  the  same  time  with  firmness ;  and  that 
the  men  appear  very  conjtented,  and  satisfied  with  the  treatment 
tiif^  have  received  at  the  station. 

9.  With  many  thanks  for  the  able  and  ready  assistance  yon 
have  at  all  timea  afforded  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties, 

I  have,ke., 

(signed,)  W.  GRAHAM, 

Schoolmaster. 
J.  BoTD,  Esq.,  Superintendent^ 

Prisoners^  Barracks^  Hobart  Toum. 


Aooompuyliig  Oomplroll«r-G«Bet»l'f  report  of  Janvftiy  19, 184^. 

Report  on  the  operation  of  task-work  in  the  gangs  on.  the  main  Una 

of  road. 

DooMilMr  S0, 184& 

Sir: 

1 .  To  your  memorandum  of  date  the  12th  instant,  requiring 
information  as  to  the  operation  of  task-work,  I  have  the  honor  to 
reply. 

8.  The  effects  of  the  introduction  of  task-work  on  discipline 
have  been  highly  beneficial,  and  it  is  only  in  the  very  worst  of 
characters  that  these  effects  may  not  be  individually  observed. 

9.  Hitherto  remission  of  sentence  was  occasionally  earned  by 
general  good  conduct,  to  the  extent  only  of  one-third  of  the  entire^ 
period ;  but  these  instances  were  comparatively  rare,  and  were 
also  made  contingent  on  the  prisoner's  previous  career.  The  in^ 
centive  now  held  out  admits  of  his  acquiring  more  than  one- third  ; 
and,  in  any  case,  of  some  remission  irrespective  of  hia  past  cour 
duct. 

10.  Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  desiderata  resulting  from  the 
operation  of  the  system  i%  the  wholesome  and  buoyant  stimulua 
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which  is  substituted  for  that  apathy  with  which  the  prisoner  for- 
merly regarded  the  mere  efSux  of  time,  as  the  only  medium  by 
which  his  deliverance  from  punishment  would  be  obtained  ;  unin- 
fluenced, unaccelerated  by  conduct  of  his  own,  save  in  the  rare 
instances  above  adverted  to. 

11.  The  assiduity  with  which  they  now  set  themselves  to  ac- 
quire, by  increased  exertions,  a  partial  remission  of  their  sen- 
tences, and  the  interest  with  which  they  regard  and  calculate  the 
accumulation  gains,  occupy  a  large  share  of  their  thoughts.  It 
also  indisposes  them  to  that  dogged  evasion  or  resistance  of  disci- 
pline, which,  under  no  such  stimulus,  and  with  a  frame  of  mind 
in  which  a  sense  of  punishment  and  coercion  were  too  often  up- 
permost, generally  prevailed. 

12.  Offences,  in  the  aggregate,  have  certainly  become  less  fre- 
quent, and  it  must  be  conceded,  that  a  considerable  number  of 
these  are  referable  to  the  operation  of  task- work.  Under  the  old 
system,  it  was  no  difficult  matter  for  a  thoroughly  idle  man.  by 
varied  subterfuges,  to  evade  punishment  or  even  detection ;  and 
the  absence  of  a  recognised  general  scale  of  work  sometimes  ena- 
bled him  to  escape  conviction,  when  the  offence  was  amply  prov- 
ed.  A  man  of  this  description  will  now  have  repeated  charges  of 
the  kind  brought  against  him,  and  thus  swell  the  numerical  list 
of  offences,  whilst  the  general  conduct  of  the  gang  may  have  been 
good. 

13.  As  tending  to  the  general  'mprovement  of  discipline,  I  note 
with  pleasure  that  the  infl  ence  of  the  superintendent  is  increas- 
ed.   In  reference  to  <^  I  illets,"  the  holders  of  these  situations 

• 

hitherto  enjoyed  only  the  little  privileges  and  exemptions  from 
hard  labor  which  the  billet  itself  implied.  It  is  now  in  the  super- 
intendent's |)Ower  not  only  to  prefer  deserving  men  to  these  petty 
offices,  but  permitting  their  assiduous  discharge  of  the  duties  at- 
tached thereto,  to  be  rated  at  a  certain  daily  acquisition  of  time, 
to  award  the  same  in  virtu  i  remission  of  their  sentence. 

I  have,  &c., 
(SigneJ),  Wm.  DAWSON,  Road  Surveyor. 

The  CoMPTBOLL£a-6£N£BAI«,  &c.,  fyc.j  &c. 
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Accompanying  Comptroller-GeneraPs  report  of  Jan.  10, 1849. 

Old  Whuf  PiobatioD  Station^  Hobttt  Town,  Jftimuyi,  1849. 

Sir: 

1 .  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
school-master  at  this  station,  together  with  plans,  returns,  and 
other  documents  describing  the  situation,  internal  arrangements, 
conduct  of  the  prisoners,  amount  and  estimate  value  of  their  labor, 
and  a  daily  routine  of  the  duties  performed. 

2.  These  documents  will,  I  conceive,  be  sufiicient  to  illustrate 
the  system  of  discipline  and  general  management  pursued,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  add  the  following  remarks  upon  the  scheme  of  task- 
work now  in  opeiation : 

3.  These  observations  may  be  considered  under  three  headSy 
viz : 

4.  First.  As  to  the  extent  which  the  task- work  system  has  con- 
tributed to  implant  industrious  habits  amongst  the  convicts. 

5.  Second.  How  it  has  acted  upon  the  conduct  of  the  pri- 
soners. 

6.  Third.  As  to  the  effS^t  task- work  has  produced  upon  the 
discipline  of  the  establishment  generally. 

7.  First.  How  far  the  system  has  contributed  to  implant  indus- 
trious habits  amongst  the  convicts.  In  entering  upon  this  subject, 
it  seems  to  me  desirable  to  describe  briefly  what  has  been  the 
usual  manner  of  working  the  convicts  previous  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  task- work  system,  and  in  what  degree  that  course  prov- 
ed successful,  both  with  reference  to  industry  and  the  general  be- 
havior of  the  men. 

8.  The  prisoners  upon  being  placed  at  labor,  had  either  a  defi- 
nite amount  allotted  to  them  as  their  task  for  the  day,  or  were 
subjecte  I  to  a  coercive  supervision  for  enforcing  the  perform- 
ance of  their  work. 

9.  The  first  of  these  methods  secured,  of  course,  a  certain 
amount       work,  which,  however,  was  gjnerally  badly  executed| 
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from  the  hurry  and  impatience  displayed  by  the  men,  to  complete 
their  tasks,  after  which  they  are  permitted  to  rest  until  the  evening. 
These  tasks  were  usually  finished  at  an  early  hour  in  the  sStex^ 
noon,  and  the  remaining  portion  of  the  day  was  spent  in  idleness. 
Consequently  the  arrangement  engendered  restless  and  impatient 
habits,  when  at  work,  and  indolence  afterwards;  bat,  perhaps  th« 
greatest  evil  inherent  to  it,  was,  that  constant  opportunities  were 
then  afforded  the  convicts  of  congregating  together  in  idleness, 
during  which  the  ill  disposed  were  enabled  to  indulge  in  vicious 
conversation  and  practices,  to  the  serious  injury  and  deteriora- 
tion of  the  better  portion  of  their  companions. 

10.  In  the  latter  or  coercive  mode  the  utmost  vigilance  of  the 
overseers  was  absolutely  necessary,  to  prevent  positive  idleness^ 
for  the  convicts  made  it  their  study  to  evade,  as  much  as  possible, 
the  performance  of  labor ;  and  were  ever  on  the  alert  to  take 
advantage  of  the  overseer's  absence,  or  diverted  attention,  hence 
the  overseers  were  obliged  to  report  large  numbers  of  them  for 
idleness,  and  many  other  offences  induced  thereby. 

1 1 .  The  result  of  such  a  course  is  strikingly  manifest  among  a 
large  majority  of  the  old  class  of  prisoners ;  habits  of  idleness, 
eye  service,  and  deception  were  contracted,  which  frequently  be- 
came deeply  rooted,  and  rendered  numbers  of  them  idle,  inefficient 
and  discontented  servants  afterwards,  preferring  to  remain  at  the 
hiring  depots,  rather  than  continue  in  private  service.  Numerous 
instances,  exemplifying  the  correctness  of  these  facts,  have  come 
within  my  personal  knowledge,  or  have  been  communicated  from 
sources,  which  I  could  not  doubt ;  but,  however  such  a  state  of 
things  might  be  deplored,  yet  it  could  scarcely  be  wondered  at, 
for  the  industriously  disposed  men  had  no  inducement  whatever 
to  work,  as  they  gained  nothing,  except  the  taunts  and  abuse  of 
their  fellow  prisoners,  for  any  exertions  which  they  might  exhibit 

12.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  f  jregoing  remarks,  that  the  prisoners 
had  no  motive,  whatever,  ti  stimulate  industry  or  the  improve- 
ment of  th<)ir  minds  ;  and  it  is  with  this  important  fact,  that  the 
principle  of  the  present  system  of  task-work  is  so  strongly  and 
beneficially  contrasted. 


13.  I  will  therefore  now  proced  to  give  a  short  description  of 
that  system,  as  carried  out  at  this  station,  and  will  take  leave  to 
remark  upon  the  various  heads  of  the  subject  proposed. 

14.  The  convicts  upon  their  arrival  at  the  station,  are  informed 
of  the  scheme  of  labor,  which  is  in  operation,  and  of  the  various 
regulations  in  force,  for  their  general  conduct  and  treatment.  It  is 
also  fully  explained  to  them,  that  they  will  be  enabled,  by  a  course 
of  uniformly  good  behavior  and  continued  industry,  to  diminish 
the  period  of  their  detention  in  the  probation  ^ang ;  their  extra 
labor  being  credited  to  them  in  the  reduction  of  time. 

15.  With  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  their  minds,  the  pri* 
soners  are  informed,  that  a  voluntary  evening  school  is  established, 
which  they  are  advised  to  attend,  and  those  who  are  unable  to  read 
are  warned  that,  until  they  can  do  so,  the  government  will  not 
permit  them  to  enter  the  second  or  passholder-stage  of  probation  ; 
therefore,  with  these  points  of  information  before  them,  the  con- 
victs enter  upon  their  career  of  discipline,  labor,  and  instruction. 

16.  Such  of  the  prisoners  as  are  unacquainted  with  the  descrip- 
tion of  labor  at  which  they  are  placed,  have  a  reduced  amount  of 
task  allotted  at  first  for  their  performance,  but  upon  attaining  a 
sufficient  degree  of  skill  at  their  work  they  are  placed  upon  the 
maximum  scale,  and  in  order  that  they  may  be  satisfied  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  account  taken  of  the  work,  they  are  caused  to 
be  present  when  such  is  ascertained  by  their  overseers,  and  thus 
have  an  opportunity  of  making  any  complaint  upon  the  subject 
which  they  may  think  necessary. 

17.  This  rule  is  essential  to  the  satisfactory  working  of  the 
fjrstem  as  it  prevents  discontent  amongst  the  men,  and  inspfres 
them  with  confidence  from  the  assurance  that  they  will  derive 
the  full  benefit  of  their  exertions. 

18.  The  prisoners  are  never  permitted  to  remain  idle  upon  the 
works  during  any  part  of  the  prescribed  hours  of  labor,  and  from 
the  continuous  toil  so  imposed  the  convicts  have  become  accus- 
tomed to  complete  their  present  tasks  without  causing  greater 
physical  prostration  than  was  experienced  at  the  first.  The  habits 
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thus  acquired  for  sustaining  hard  labor  for  a  lengthened  period, 
must  doubtless  render  these  men  valuable  servants  to  the  c^Jo- 
nists,  Hnd,  at  the  same  time,  there  may  also  be  encouraged  a 
strong  and  reasonable  anticipation  that  the  convicts  will  retain 
those  industrial  habits  which  cannot  fail  to  secure  for  them  that 
continued  employment  in  private  service  which  many  of  the  other 
prisoners  too  often  forfeit  from  the  restless  and  indolent  habits 
previously  contracted. 

19.  In  this  manner,  the  time  of  the  convict  passes  fully  em- 
ployed. At  the  end  of  each  month,  the  whole  are  assembled,  and 
have  the  amount  of  their  credit  communicated  to  them  publicly, 
by  the  superintendent. 

The  following  form  will  afford  an  idea  of  the  way  in  which  the 
prisoners'  task- work  accounts  are  kept : 


Police  Ko 


;  A,  B,;  Ship  "  John  Calvin?'^    Period  of  proba- 
tion— Ordered  days.     Folio  1. 


Dayi  of  the  Month. 


From  1ft  to 
Slflt. 


Reference  number 
to  employment. 

Amount  of  labor 
performed,  .  •  •  • 

AmU  of  task  work 
credited  daily, . 


Amount  to  bo  ereditod 
monthly. 


I 


■3  • 
1-^ 


Period  of  pro- 
bation re- 
main g  on- 
expired  at 
the  end  of 
eAch  month 


20.  At  the  commencement  of  the  system,  a  scale  for  the  several 
descriptions  of  labor  was  prepared  from  information  given  by 
practical  persons,  as  to  the  amount  which  might  be  expected 
from  the  convicts  as  an  ordinary  day's  work,  an  allowance  being 
made  to  enable  them  to  perform  half  as  much  more  for  them- 
selves as  the  quantity  required  for  th.5  public  ;  the  credit  for  this 
extra  work,  as  will  be  perceived,  forms  the  motive  power  upon 
which  the  effective  operation  of  the  whole  scheme  depends,  and 
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is  virtuallj  the  remunerative  payment  which  the  convicts  receive 
for  their  extra  labor. 

21.  It  has,  however,  been  found  necessary,  from  practical  expe- 
rience, to  alter  from  time  to  time  the  original  scales  considerably, 
for  as  the  extent  of  the  prisoners'  capability  to  labor  gradually  deve- 
loped itself,  the  great  object  of  the  system  would  have  been 
frustrated  unless  the  powers  of  toil  thus  called  tbrth  were  kept 
in  full  activity.  The  amount  of  labor  performed  during  the  last 
month,  has  therefore  been  up>on  an  average,  62  per  cent,  greater 
than  when  the  station  was  first  opened  upon  such  practical  ob- 
servations. A  tolerably  correct  estimate  has  been  arrived  at  as 
to  the  extent  of  labor  of  which  the  convicts  are  capable ;  and  this 
will  be  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  in  all  subsequent  task- 
work operations  which  may  be  commenced. 

22.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  highly  respectable  and  practical 
persons  that  the  men  at  this  station  have  performed  a  greater  amount 
of  labor  than  was  .ever  executed  in  this  colony  by  persons  of  their 
class{in  an  equal  space  of  time;  the  overseers  superintending  the 
work,  most  of  whom  have  for  years  been  employed  in  charge  of 
road  and  other  labor  gangs,  concur  in  this  statement,  and  have 
repeatedly  mentioned  that  they  had  no  trouble  with  the  prison- 
ers in  the  accomplishment  of  their  work. 

23.  Supervision  has,  therefore,  to  a  great  extent,  been  rendered 
^unnecessary,  and  that  continual  urging  and  driving  on,  so  preva- 
lent in  former  times  in  securing  even  a  moderate  amount  of  work, 
has,  I  am  happy  to  state,  been  unknown  at  the  Old  Wharf  station. 

24.  With  reference  to  the  second  point  of  these  observations, 
viz.,  how  the  ta:$k- work  system  has  acted  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  prisoners? 

25.  Situated  as  the  establishment  is,  in  a  crowded  part  of  the 
town,  with  a  public  stand  for  carts  and  drays  close  to  the  gate; 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  many  of  the  localities  at  which  the 
convicts  are  employed,  and  the  approaches  thereto,  are  the  public 
wharfs, — it  must  be  obvious,  that  the  convicts  have  been  exposed 
to  many  temptations,  few  of  which  are  seldom  found  at  other  pro- 
bationary establishments. 
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26.  The  amount  of  crime,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying 
return,  has  been  unusually  small,  and  the  offences  generally  of  a 
trifling  nature. 

27.  A  further  trial  of  the  scheme,  will,  I  feel  assured,  show  a 
considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of  offences ;  for,  as  the  ar- 
rangements become  more  complete,  and  the  extent  of  the  credit 
for  extra  work  accumulates,  it  may  very  reasonably  be  supposed, 
that  fewer  temptations  will  be  permitted  to  assail  the  convicts, 
and  that  they  place  a  proportionate  value  upon  the  fruits  of  their 
industry,  which  must  necessarily  influence  their  general  conduct. 

28.  It  therefore  seems  a  warrantable  conclusion,  that  the  task- 
work  system  has  exercised  a  considerable  amount  of  influence  and 
moral  control  over  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners,  for  I  feel  confi- 
dent, that,  had  they  been  employed  under  the  old  labor  arrange- 
ments, a  very  large  amount  of  crime  would  hare  been  recorded 
against  them. 

29.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  there  has  not  been  a  single 
man  brought  before  the  visiting  magistrate,  for  idleness,  during 
the  whole  period,  that  the  station  has  been  opened ;  and  that  very 
few  complaints  have  been  made  to  myself  for  inattention  at  work, 
or  indeed  any  other  irr^ularities.  It  has  likewise  been  most 
gratifying  to  witness  the  anxiety  of  the  convicts,  to  avoid  anything 
likely  to  involve  them  in  disgrace,  as  well  as  their  general  cheer-, 
ful  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  establishment. 

30.  With  regard  to  the  effect,  produced  by  the  operation  of  the 
scheme,  upon  the  discipline  of  the  station,  generally,  I  feel  justi- 
fied in  stating,  that  it  would  scarcely  be  possible  to  find  a  body  of 
200  men,  associated  within  the  small  compass  of  H  of  a  rood,  the 
propriety  of  whose  conduct  has  exceeded  that  of  these  men. 
Their  demeanor,  upon  all  occasions,  has  been  most  respectful ; 
their  appearance,  at  muster,  and  when  proceeding  to  and  from 
labor,  has  been  remarkably  clean,  regular  and  orderly ;  and  their 
general  good  behavior  in  the  mess  room,  the  yards,  and  espe- 
cially in  their  dormitories,  has  been  no  less  conspicuous.  It  has 
also  been  pleasing  to  observe  their  marked  attention  during  divine 
service  and  at  school.     With  reference  to  the  latter,  although  a 
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voluntary  one,  the  whole  of  the  men,  with  a  very  few  exceptions, 
(as  will  be  seen  from  the  schoolmaster's  report),  have  been  regu- 
lar in  their  a'teadance,  and  he  progress  they  have  made  in  their 
studies,  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

31.  I  cannot  here  omit  adverting  to  the  practice  of  reading 
aloud  in  the  wards,  instructive  and  entertaining  books,  on  Satur- 
day evenings  and  other  occasions,  when  the  school  classes  do  not 
assemble ;  and  as  the  men  generally  at  these  times  devote  their 
leisure  to  a  thorough  repair  of  their  clothing,  simultaneously  with 
the  reading.  I  have  seldom  witnessed  a  more  interesting  scene, 
than  is  presented  in  the  dormitories,  where  all  seem  busily  en- 
ployed  in  putting  their  dress  in  order,  at  the  same  time  paying 
the  u'most  attention  to  the  reader. 

32.  It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  include  in  these  observations, 
some  noUce  of  the  operation  of  the  regulation,  permitting  the  use 
of  tobacco  among  the  convicts.  This  arrangement  consists  of  allow- 
ing men,  who  are  desirous  of  using  tobacco,  to  procure  a  moderate 
quantity  daily,  by  relinquishing  an  equivalent  portion  of  their 
flour  ration.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  this  salutary  provision 
has  contributed  very  materially  to  the  prevention  of  much  punish- 
ment, arising  from  that  {Jbtty  tra£5c,  which,  in  former  times,  was 
so  extensively  prevalent  in  the  convict  gangs ;  and  it  has  also 
accustomed  those  who  have  availed  themselves  of  its  advantages, 
to  regard  the  voluntary  sacrifice  of  a  portion  of  their  ordinary 
food,  as  an  honest  and  straightforward  means  of  obtaining  the 
coveted  luxury. 

33.  It  may  not  be  without  interest  to  mention  in  what  way  the 
prisoners  generally  regard  the  arrangements  connected  with  their 
labor,  and  upon  this  point  I  have  gained  considerable  information 
£rom  their  own  letters  passing  through  my  hand  to  their  relatives. 
There  has  been  scarcely  one  of  these  communications  which  has 
not  contained  some  interesting  allusion  to  the  task-work  system, 
describing  it  as  a  boon  which  enables  the  convicts  by  their  per- 
sonal exertions  and  good  conduct,  to  calculate  upon  emerging 
from  gang  labor  in  a  much  shorter  period  than  they  had  at  first 
contemplated. 
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34.  I  may  state  that  I  have  for  several  years  been  engaged  in 
the  treatment  of  prisoners  under  various  forms  of  discipline,  in- 
eluding  the  most  approved  systems  at  home,  the  probation  sys- 
tem at  Darlington  Station,  Maria  Island,  and  the  Male  Peniten- 
tiary, Hobart  Town,  and  during  which  service  I  have  devoted 
much  attention  to  the  consideration  of  penal  discipline  generally. 
I  therefore  trust  it  will  not  be  supposed  that  I  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusions  expressed  in  this  letter  without  having  had  a  conside- 
rable share  of  practical  experience  to  direct  my  inquiries  upon  the 
subject. 

35.  *With  a  great  degree  of  interest  I  have  narrowly  watched 
the  working  of  the  task-work  system,  and  the  more  I  have  wit« 
nessed  its  elTects  and  influences,  the  stronger  has  been  my  convic- 
tion of  the  beneficial  results  derivable  from  its  application  as  a  lead- 
ing feature  of  convict  management. 

36.  The  principles  of  the  scheme  operate  most  powerfully  upon 
the  actions  and  impulses  of  the  convicts,  inducing  feelings  of  con- 
tentment, self-respect  and  good  habits.  The  reward  of  the  pri- 
soner's toil  forms  the  incentive  which  stimulates  him  to  virtue  and 
industry;  it  leads  him  to  cherish  hope  in  looking  forward  with 
confidence  to  the  termination  of  his  probationary  labor,  when  he 
anticipates  regaining  a  portion  of  that  freedom  and  its  attendant 
comforts  which,  by  his  offences  against  society,  he  had  forfeited. 

37.  In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  valuable  assistance  I  have  received  from  the  several  officers 
of  the  station  in  carrying  into  effect  the  instructions  which  you 
have,  from  time  to  time,  issued  for  the  discipline,  labor  and  in- 
struction of  the  convicts,  and  I  am  sure  that  much  of  that  sue- 
cess  which  has  attended  their  training,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
faithful  manner  in  which  the  officers  have  discharged  the  impor- 
tant duties  devolving  upon  them  in  their  several  capacities. 

I  have,  &c , 
(Signed),  J.  BOYD,  Superintendent. 

J,  S  Hampton,  Esq.,  Comptroller-General^  fyc.j  ^c.^fyc. 
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Accompanying  Comptroller' GeneraPs  Report  of  January  10,  1849. 

SpiiDg-Hill  station,  Deeember  19, 1848. 

Sia: 

1.  In  complianee  with  instructions  received,  to  report  as  to  the 
operation  of  task-work  at  the  station  under  my  charge,  I  beg  to 
state: 

9?  First.  As  to  the  amount  of  work  performed  by  the  men. 
That  the  amount  performed,  in  comparison  with  what  was  done  uu- 
der  the  old  system,  is  fully  as  1^  to  1,  and  in  many  cases  twice  as 
much.  The  amount  of  task-work  performed  is  1^,  1|,  1^  and  If 
days'  work  daily.  The  amount  of  extra  work  performed  by  the 
whole,  will  average  from  |  to  J  day's  work  daily  per  man.  Th^ 
smallest  proportion  only  perform  1^  and  1|  days'  work;  and 
there  are  always  som^  who  never  exceed  their  task,  and  many 
who  will  not  even  perform  their  task  until  they  are  repeatedly 
brought  up  for  it. 

3.  Sacond.  As  to  the  effect  of  the  system  on  discipline.  Upon 
Che  whole,  and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  it  has  the  very  best 
effect  on  many  bad  characters  who  have  no  aversion  to  labor,  as 
their  time  is  fully  occupied  and  their  discharge  from  a  sentenced 
party  is  of  such  easy  attainment,  it  has  the  effect  which,  I  pre- 
sume, was  contemplated  in  its  introduction,  and  they  complete 
their  sentence  without  a  single  breach  of  discipline.  It  has  the 
same  effect  in  the  case  of  all  ticket-of-leave  holders,  and  the  ma^ 
jority  of  all  other  comparatively  well-disposed  men.  I  find  that 
in  all  cases  where  they  are  disposed  to  benefit  by  task-work,  the 
power  to  give  the  workmen  credit  for  their  extra  work,  and  the 
billeted  men  credit  for  good  conduct  and  attention  to  their  duties, 
is  like  so  much  money  at  my  disposal,  and  operates  in  the  same 
manner. 

4.  Third,  Whether  offences  have  increased  or  diminished  since 
the  system  has  been  in  operation. 

5.  Offences  of  all  kinds  have  diminished  very  much,  except 
absconding,  refusing  to  work,  and  non-performance  of  task-work ; 
the  increase  of  the  two  former  within  the  last  two  months  has,  to 
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fome  extent,  been  owing  to  an  extraneous  influence,  and  also  to  a 
desire  to  be  removed  to  other  stations ;  which  desire  has  been 
Terj  generally  gratified,  when  they  are  tried  for  absconding  or 
Insubordinate  conduct.  The  last  named  offence  (non*performance 
ef  task-worlc)  arises  from  the  introduction  of  tasl^-work;  and  the 
number  of  offences  are  greater  than  the  number  of  persons  tried,  as 
the  same  persons  are  repeatedly  brought  up,  until  the  absconders 
(if  they  are  returned)  and  the  refractory  are  subdued,  and  until 
the  indolent  see  the  necessity  of  exerting  themselves. 

6.  I  would  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state,  that  were  all  al>- 
sconders,  and  men  guilty  of  insubordinate  conduct  returned  to 
file  station,  these  offences  would  very  soon  cease,  as  both  are  re^ 
sorted  to  in  order  that  they  may  be  removed. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  J.  GRANT,  Suftrintmdent. 

The   COMPTBOLLRR-GfiNE&AL,  &C. 


Accompanying  Comptroller- GeneraPs  Report  of  January  10, 184^. 

CMeadefStatiMi,  I>eo«nb6r204  184& 

Sib: 

1.  Referring  to  your  memorandum  of  the  12th  inst.,  requesting 
me  to  furnish  a  '<  Return  of  the  operation  of  tasl^-work  at  this 
station,"  in  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  first,  as  to  the  amount 
«f  work  performed  by  the  men. 

2.  The  gang,  generally  speakings  complete  the  tasks  laid  down 
In  the  scale,  and  gain  besides  on  an  average  one- quarter  day ;  but 
owing  to  the  divided  and  detached  way  numbers  of  tlie  men  are 
obliged  to  be  employed  here,  and  frequently  on  the  same  day, 
such  as  carting  timber,  loading  vessels,  &c.,  the  greatest  attention 
and  discrimination  possible  is  necessary  in  regulating  the  tasks ; 
but  where  the  work  is  all  of  the  same  description,  there  is  little 
difficulty  in  carrying  it  out  and  rendering  it  of  the  utmost  service 
possible,  both  to  the  men  and  government,  as  has  been  fully 
proved  at  the  making  of  the  railroad,  now  complete,  at  this  sta- 
tion. The  average  time  gained  here  by  men  last  month,  througb- 
^mt  the  whole  gang,  was  seven  days. 
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3.  Second.  As  to  the  effect  of  the  system  on  discipline.  I  con- 
sider it  to  have  a  very  good  effect  on  the  discipline  and  conduct 
of  the  gang,  inasmuch  as  the  men  are  anxious  to  avail  themselves 
t>f  such  indulgence,  and  to  work  out  their  sentences  in  as  little 
time  as  possible. 

4.  Third.  Whetlier  offences  have  increased  or  diminished  sines 
the  system  commenced. 

5.  Task-work  has  only  been  in  operatic^  here  since  I  took 
^liarge  of  the  station ;  but,  on  the  whole,  I  consider  offt^nces  aos 
on  the  decrease,  and  am  of  opinion  that  if  attention  only  is  paid 
to  allot  the  tasks  properly,  and  where  competent  oveirseera  can  be 
bad  to  work  out  tlie  scale,  1  consider  it  one  of  the  best  regulations 
'ever  adopted  for  stimulating  the  men  to  be  orderly  and  indus- 
trious. I  kave,  &C.., 

(Signed,)  ROBERT  BALLANTINE, 

Superiniendent. 
The  Comptroller-General,  &c.,  &c. 


Accompanying  ComptroUer-GeneraPi  Report  of  January  10^  ldl9. 

Salt  Water  Btftr«  DMtmbtt  19«  1S48. 

Sir: 

1.  In  compliance  with  your  memorandum  of  the  ISth  Decem- 
ber, 1848,  respecting  a  return  required  to  be  furnished  as  to  thB 
operation  of  the  task-work  system  on  this  station,  I  beg  to  state^ 
with  respect  to  the  first  point  on  which  I  am  requested  to  repoit, 
that, 

2.  The  men  perform  the  task  laid  down  in  the  (cale  received 
from  the  Comptroller-GeneraPs  office,  and  a  number  of  them  galm 
from  a  quarter  to  a  half  a  day  estra. 

3.  With  respect  to  the  second  point,  as  to  the  effect  of  the  sys- 
tem on  discipline,  I  would  observe,  that  the  men  are  well-behaved| 
and  the  majority  of  them  are  very  anxious  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  afforded  them  of  gaining  time  by  task-work;  but 
the  task- work  scheme  could  be  much  better  carried  out,  and  with 
more  satisfaction,  it  overseers  in  charge  of  men  employed  at  task- 
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men  wuuld  work  belltr,  be  uiuie  satisiied,  and  diicipline  could 
be  much  better  maintained. 

4.  With  rebpeet  to  the  third  poiBt,  as  to  whetber  of'enees  have 
increased  or  diminished  since  the  commencement  of  task-work,  I 
would,  lastly,  observe,  that  oifences  have  diminished  considerably, 
as  is  shown  by  the  accompanying  returns. 

5.  Return  shomng  the  number  of  convicts  sentenced  during  eleven 
''        fnonths  prior  to  the  tasktoork  system  coming  into  force, 

^    Hard  labor  in  chains, • •»••» ..,.     59 

Hard  labor  out  of  chains, • 61 

Solitary  confinement,    • 96 

'    Flogged, 14 

Solitary, by  superintendent, r.... 147 

Total  number  sentenced, , 377 

6..  Return  shouting  the  number  of  men  sentenced  during  eleven  months 

after  ike  task-work  system  came  into  force. 

Hard  labor  in  chains, 87 

Hard  labor  out  of  chains, »     52 

Solitary  confinement,..  •• • ,.     58 

Flogged, 1 

Solitary,  by  superintendent^.  • • 96 

Total  number  sentenced, 234 

(Signed)  A.  T.  STEWART,  Suj^i. 

^Jhe  Comptroller  General,  Ilc,  Ilc. 


Jlccompunying  Comptroller- GeneraPs  Report ^  of  January  10, 1849* 

long  Poiaij  Maria  lalancl,  De«em1)er  30^  IS>I8# 

Sir  : 

I   1.  In  reference  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  operation  of  task- work 
.^t  this  place,  I  have  the  honor  to  report ; 

•    S.  The  amount  of  work  obtained  is  at  least  one-third  more  thao 
'when  the  men  labored  the  regular  government  hours  without 
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being  tasked  ;  so  much  difficulty  existed,  at  one  time,  when  it  was 
prohibited,  tiiat  the  overseers  used  to  evade  orders,  or  very  little 
was  done.  Under  the  task  system,  the  men  labor  diligently  and 
exacute  their  work  much  better  than  formerly. 

3.  The  system  upon  discipline  is  very  beneficial ;  the  men  giv^ 
much  less  trouble ;  they  are  more  industrious,  and  the  effect  of 
shortening  their  punishment  is  a  great  stimulant  to  good  conduct 

4.  I  consider  offences  have  naturally  diminished  in  every  way 
under  the  system.  Men  are  rarely  now  brought  up  for  idleness* 
and  they  are  much  more  cautious  in  committing  themselves. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed,)  WILLIAM  LAVENDER,  SupU. 

The  Comptrollee-Oeneral,  &c.,  &c. 


DwUBgtoD,  Htfift  lOMaal,  D9e,'U,  1848. 

SfR: 

1.  In  compliance  with  your  memorandum  of  the  12th  instant, 
instructing  me  to  furnish  a  return  as  to  the  operation  of  task- work 
at  this  station, 

2.  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  firstly,  as  to  the  amount  of  work 
performed  by  the  men. 

3.  I  find  on  reference  to  the  books,  together  with  my  immediate 
observations,  there  has  been  a  most  decided  improvement  since 
my  last  report,  May  19,  1848,  the  third  of  the  whole  party 
having  performed  1 J  days'  work  every  working  day  j  the  one- 
half  1^  days'  work,  and  the  remainder,alway8  something,  more  or 
less,  over  their  tasks,  at  the  same  time  doing  their  work  well  and 
cheerfully. 

4.  Secondly. — The  effect  of  th€  system  of  task- work  on  disci- 
pline is  highly  satisfactory,  and  consequently, 

6.  Thirdly. — Offences  have  diminished  no  less  than  fifty  per 
cent,  since  my  last  report. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed,)  T.  LAPHAM,  SuperintendetU 

The  Comptroller-General,  &c.,  &c. 
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Accompanying  CamptrMer-GeneraPs  report  of  Jatuary  10 jl8i9. 

GleDorohj  Boad  SUtloo^  Janoarj  4,  1848. 

Sn: 

1 .  Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish 
you  with  the  accompanying  return,  showing  the  amount  of  road 
labor  performed  by  the  convicts  at  this  station  during  the  period 
of  eight  months,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1848,  and 
ending  on  the  31st  ultimo. 

2.  In  my  report  bearing  date  the  20th  May,  1848,  referring  to 
the  operations  of  task-work  at  this  station,  I  had  occasion  to  re- 
mark to  you  the  very  manifest  and  beneficial  change  which  had 
taken  place  amongst  the  men  under  my  superintendence  since 
the  commencement  of  that  system,  and  I  have  now  the  gratifica- 
tion to  add  that  the  additional  experience  of  the  last  eight  months 
has  fully  and  satisfactorily  realized  the  very  favorable  result 
which,  in  my  last  report,  I  so  confidently  anticipated. 

3.  Tlic  convicts,  with  an  occasional  solitary  exception,  have 
continued  industrious  while  at  work,  and  at  all  times  orderly  and 
obedient ;  and  although  I  have  been  most  particular  in  causing 
every  man  to  be  punished  who  failed  in  performing  his  task  as 
required  by  the  scale,but  four  cases  of  idleness  have  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  visiting  magistrate  during  tlie  last  eight 
months. 

4.  With  reference  to  the  increase  or  diminution  of  offences  un- 
der the  present  mode  of  working  the  convicts,  the  result  is  pleas- 
ing and  satisfactory  in  the  highest  degree.  In  order  to  furnish 
you  with  every  possible  information  on  this  important  subject,  I 
beg  respectfully  to  attach  to  this  report  a  return  showing  the  de- 
scription and  number  of  offences  inquired  into  at  this  station  dur- 
ing the  eight  months  ending  the  31st  December,  1848,  compared 
with  a  similar  return  for  the  preceding  eight  months. 

5.  By  this  return  you  will  perceive,  sir,  not  only  that  the  num- 
ber of  offences  committed  during  the  same  period  of  time  has  de- 
creased from  152  to  75,  but  that  there  has  been  a  very  material 
difference  in  the  nature  of  them,  as  scarcely  one  of  th^se  inquired 
into  during  the  last  eight  months  can,  properly  speaking,  be  de- 
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signaled  as  an  immoral  offence,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  ave^• 
age  daily  strength  of  the  station  has  considerably  increased. 

6.  The  scale  of  tasl(- work  which  I  received  from  you  is  well  adapt- 
ed to  the  capacities  of  the  several  clashes  of  convicts,  and  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  suggestion  that  I  could  make  which  would  serve 
to  render  it  more  suitable.  In  accordance  with  this  scale,  the 
convict  must  use  much  more  than  ordinary  exertion  to  earn  an 
extra  daily  credit  of  half  a  day,  and  there  have  been  but  few  who 
have  gained  more  than  an  average  extra  credit  of  ten  days  in  the 
oonrse  of  a  month. 

7.  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  man's  labor  for  the  month  of 
October,  1848,  which  will  enable  you  to  form  a  tolerably  correct 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  extra  credit  that  an  industrious  well- 
behaved  man  is  enabled  to  earn  at  this  station.  As  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  gang  who  are  employed  at  occupations  which  cannot 
be  computed  according  to  any  scale,  I  have  been  careful  narrowly 
to  observe  their  general  behavior,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which 
they  perform  their  allotted  duties,  and  these  personal  observa- 
tions have  alone  guided  me  in  allowing  them  any  extra  credit 

8.  In  cases  where  men  have  proved  themselves  unusually  obe- 
dient and  industrious,  I  have  sometimes  allowed  them  a  half  day's 
extra  credit  every  day,  but  such  instances  occur  chiefly  amongst 
the  watchmen,  servants  and  others,  who  are  selected  from  the 
rest  of  the  gang  on  account  of  their  general  gooil  conduct. 

I  have,  &c,  RICH.  H.  WILLIS. 

The  Comptroller-General,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


T%e  Prison  Associatim  ofKew-York  in  account  with  their  Treasurer, 

1853.  Dm. 

Dec.  31.  Gash  disbursed  by  order  of  committee,  as 
per  bills  on  file,  including  relief  to  discharged 
convicts,  salaries  of  agent  and  clerk,  and  of  office 
rent  in  Centre-street,  and  also  the  rent  of  <<  The 
Home,''  and  a  portion  of  the  other  expenses  of  the 
female  department, $3,138  91 

$3,138  91 

Cr. 
June  10.  Balance  on  hand,  •  •  •  •  • •  $49  67 

Subscriptions  and  donations  in  1853 : 

Through  the  treasurer, $31  00 

CoUecUons  by  Mr.  G.  P.  Martin, 200  00 

by  Mr.  B.  Van  Keuren, .  • . .       2 ,226  26 

2,457  26 

Deposit  withdrawn  from  savings  bank,    674  16 

Tec.  31 .  Balance  to  new  account, .  •  •  • 67  84 

$3,138  91 
WM.  C.  OILMAN,  Treasurer. 


APPENDIX  No.  2. 


REPORT. 

The  undersigned,  by  an  order  from  Hon.  J.  W.  Edmonds,  Jos* 
Uce  of  Supreme  Court,  and  in  compliance  with  the  following  reso- 
lution, adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Prison  Asso* 
elation  of  New-Tork,  Sept.  26th,  1853,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  James  H.  Titus  be  a  committee  to  examine  and 
inspect  the  Clinton,  Franklin,  and  St.  Lawrence  County  Prisons) 
such  inspection  to  be  completed  on  or  before  December  1st,  1853. 

BxpOBTs: 

That  he  visited  and  inspected  the  prison  of  Franklin  County  on 
the  23d  day  of  November.  It  is  a  new  building,  situated  in  the 
village  of  Malone,  36  feet  front,  by  50  feet  in  depth,  constructed 
of  superior  sandstone,  in  fine  architectural  proportion,  two  stories 
high,  with  a  cellar  under  the  front  half,  and  with  a  prison  yard 
attached ;  the  front  parts  of  the  1st  and  2d  stories  are  appropri* 
ated  to  the  accommodation  of  the  sheriff,  who  acts  as  Jailor. 

The  back  part  of  the  first  floor  contains  six  cells,  opening  into 
a  hall  of  commodious  width,  running  across  the  building,  having, 
wtadows  at  each  end,  and  affording  ventilation  from  east  to  west. 
The  cells  are  8  feet  by  5  in  dimensions,  ceilings  high,  but  with  no 
means  for  ventilation  excepting  through  the  grating  of  the  doors 
in  connection  with  the  hall.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  proper 
facilities  for  ventilation  from  the  cells  with  the  open  air  had  not 
been  provided  in  the  plan  of  the  building. 

The  back  part  of  the  2d  story  is  divided  by  a  hall  running 
length  way  of  the  building,  having  two  large  rooms  on  each  side^ 


124  [Amdolt 

safely  constructed  for  the  detention  of  prisoners ;  each  of  these 
rooms  contains  a  good-sized  window,  sufficient  to  afford  ordinary 
ventilation. 

The  privilege  of  the  halls  as  respectively  attached  to  the  cells 
and  rooms,  is  allowed  the  prisoners  during  the  day  and  the  early 
part  of  the  evening,  unless  when  forfeited  by  refractory  conduct 
Lights  are  allowed  until  9  o'clock  at  night,  when  the  prisoners 
are  locked  into  their  cells. 

The  personal  comfort  of  the  prisoners  appeared  to  be  properly 
regarded  by  their  keeper ;  their  under  clothes  are  changed  and 
washed  weekly,  meals  supplied  from  the  kitchen  of  the  sheriff, 
and  are,  in  character,  the  same  as  that  of  his  family  in  all  neces- 
sary articles.  Bibles  and  other  books  of  a  moral  nature  are  sup- 
plied, with  proper  facilities  for  reading  and  writing.  The  prison- 
ers are  allowed  visits  from  their  friends  in  the  presence  of  tlie 
sheriff,  who  appears  to  be  a  careful  and  humane  officer.  He, 
James  C.  Drake,  Esq.,  has  been  in  charge  of  the  prison  for  two 
years,  during  which  time  no  death  nor  serious  sickness  has 
occurred. 

Your  committee  discovered  no  ground  of  complaint  in  the 
domestic  arrangements  of  the  prison,  except  that  the  night  tubs 
were  not  daily  emptied  and  cleansed.  This  delinquency  was 
specially  noted,  and  a  promise  obtained  that  in  future,  attention 
should  be  daily  given  to  that  matter. 

Eight  has  been  the  highest  number  of  prisoners  in  detention  at 
any  one  time  during  the  past  year ;  four  is  about  the  average 
number  through  the  year.  There  were  but  three  persons  iu  con- 
finement at  the  time  of  the  visit. 

One,  an  Irishman,  40  years  old,  of  Roman  Catholic  faith,  unable 
to  read,  and  under  short  commitment  for  drunkenness  and  assault 
on  his  wife. 

The  other  two  are  natives  of  the  county,  both  under  21  years 
of  age,  of  Protestant  faith,  possess  good  common  school  education, 
have  respectable  parents  living  in  the  county,  with  whom  they 
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have  mostly  resided  until  the  day  of  their  arrest  in  June  last,  on 
the  charge  of  murder,  for  which  crime  they  were  indicted,  and  are 
now  waiting  trial  at  the  next  session  of  the  court. 

The  location  of  the  building  is  high,  airy,  and  very  healthy. 
Dr.  Skinner,  residing  in  tlie  village,  is  the  prison  physician,  under 
appointment  and  salary  from  the  county,  and  gives  all  necessary 
attention. 

The  Franklin  county  prison  building,  in  structure  and  style, 
with  moderate  increase  of  dimensions,  and  with  some  modifica- 
tions of  interior  arrangements,  would  be  a  good  model  for  our 
county  prisons  generally.  The  citizens  of  that  county  deserve 
much  credit  for  their  enterprise  and  taste,  in  the  erection  of  such 
a  handsome  and  appropriate  building. 


ST.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY  PRISON. 
Tour  committee  was  prevented  from  visiting  the  prison  of  St. 
Lawrence  County,  before  the  1st  of  December,  as  required  by  the 
resolution  of  this  Board,  and  by  the  order  of  the  court.  He 
visited  it  on  the  8th  inst.,  at  which  time  he  found  the  grand  Jury 
of  the  county  in  session^  having  under  consideration  the  condition 
of  the  prison  building.  He  inspected  it,  in  company  with  the 
foreman  of  the  grand  jury,  and  was  forcibly  impressed  by  its  in* 
sufficient  and  improper  arrangements.  He  was  invited  to  appear 
before  that  body  and  to  state  his  views  on  the  subject,  then  before 
them ;  which  invitation  was  gladly  accepted,  and  a  free  expres- 
sion of  opinion  was  made.  On  the  same  day  the  grand  jury  made 
the  following  presentment  to  the  court. 

Gnnd  Joiy  Room,  CaDton,  Dec.  8, 185S. 

To  Hon.  Edwin  Dodge, 

County  Judge: 

The  undersigned,  grand  jury  in  session  at  the  present  county 
court,  respectfully  report : 

That  we  have  examined  the  county  jail  and  premises.  We  find  the 
Jail  in  clean  and  healthy  condition,  with  eleven  prisoners  confined 
In  it.  The  prisoners  appear  to  be  well  cared  for,  and  make  no  com- 
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plaints  of  ill  treatmeDt.  Yet  we  think  they  are  crowded  into  too 
small  a  space,  with  all  the  accommodation  the  present  jail  affords, 
and  would  respectfully  recommend,  that  a  larger  and  more  suita- 
ble building  should  be  erected  for  the  county  jail. 

Prom  its  frontier  location,  St.  Lawrence  County  will  always 
have  a  large  number  of  persons  confined  for  criminal  offences. 

Since  the  present  jail  was  constructed,  the  population  of  the 
county  has  nearly  trebled,  and  the  public  improvements  and  other 
causes  have  added  largely  to  the  criminal  prosecutions  in  the 
county. 

If  the  present  jailor's  house  and  prison  was  appropriated  solely 
to  persons  imprisoned  for  petty  misdemeanors,  and  debtors,  it 
would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  But  it  is  not,  as  it  now  is, 
capable  to  comply  with  legal  requirements  for  proper  separation 
of  prisoners,  charged  with  higher  crimes,  from  those  committed 
for  debt,  or  lighter  offences,  and,  when  crowded,  as  it  is  now,  has 
not  the  space  required  for  the  health  of  the  prisoners. 

As  it  is  due  to  the  present  Sheriff,  Reuben  Nott,  Esq.,  to  state, 
that  he  acts  himself  as  jailor,  and  that  we  highly  commend  his 
attention  to  the  unfortunate  men  in  his  custody,  and  that  he  dis- 
chaises  his  duty  in  a  manner  very  satisfactory,  considering  the 
limited  room  furnished  him. 

We  come  unanimously  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
report  to  your  honorable  court,  that  a  larger  and  more  convenient 
jail  is  required. 

The  county  grounds  are  amply  sufficient  for  erection  of  a  new 
building,  adjoining  the  present  prison  yard,  which  may  be  amuc^ 
safer  place  of  custody  for  prisoners  committed  for,  or  convicted  of 
felony,  than  the  present  prison. 

Other  counties  are  erecting  new  and  commodious  county  pri- 
sons, in  accordance  with  general  public  feeling. 

The  county  of  Franklin,  with  less  than  one  third  the  popular 
tlon  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  has  recently  erected  a  new  jail  of 
larger  accommodation  than  ours. 


Ko.  143.] 


127 


The  committee  of  the  New- York  Prison  Association  have  to- 
day visited  our  jail,  and  we  are  obliged  to  admit,  that  their  stric- 
tures upon  its  insufficiency,  are  well  grounded. 

We  recommend,  that  a  new  and  improved  jail  building  be 
erected,  and  ask  your  honorable  court,  to  make  this  expression  to 
the  next  board  of  supervisors  of  St.  Lawrence  County. 

MARTIN  THATCHER,  Foreman. 
ALLEN  CHANEY,  Clerk. 
SMITH  STILWELL,  Jr, 
CARR  FORTUNE, 
HARVEY  HAYS, 
HARVEY  KNOX, 
NATHANIEL  F.  REALS, 
ALFRED  HARDEN, 

PETER  McGregor, 

ERVIN  JONES, 
JAMES  P.  CUM  MINGS, 


of  Ogdenshurgh. 
"  Lawrence. 
"  Potsdam. 
"  Canton. 
"  Madrid, 
"  Oswfgafchie. 
"  Morristown. 
"  Potsdam. 
"  Canton. 


DENNISON  G.  WILMARTH,  "  Potsdam. 


JOHN  DOUGLAS, 
DAVID  HANNA, 
GILBERT  WAIT, 
LESTER  K.  HILL, 
RALPH  C.  PERKINS, 
HIRY  DERBY, 


"  Lisbon. 
"  Lisbon 
"  Rossie. 
•*  Russell. 
«  Parishville. 
"  Russell. 


At  the  time  of  the  visit,  ten  persons  were  found  confined  in  the 
prison,  four  men  and  six  women.  Of  the  women,  four  were 
foreigners,  two  native  citizens ;  five  of  the  entire  number  are  un- 
able to  read  and  write ;  four  were  committed  for  drunkenness  and 
disorderly  conduct ;  all  of  middle  age ;  under  sentence  of  30  days 
imprisonment.  One  of  middle  age,  sentenced  for  30  days  for  as- 
sault and  battery,  and  one,  an  old  woman,  detained  for  trial  on 
charge  of  breach  of  the  excise  law. 

Of  the  men,  three  are  foreigners,  all  can  read,  all  of  middle  age. 
Three  of  the  number  committed  for  trial  on  the  charge  of  forgery 

and  one  for  obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences.    The  average 
number  in  confinement  through  the  year  was  estimated  at  eight. 
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The  domestic  affairs  of  the  prison  were  found  in  good  condition ; 
the  food,  in  quantity  and  quality,  fully  equal  to  the  requirements 
of  the  statute.  The  prisoners'  under-clothes  are  changed  and 
washed  weekly,  and  the  bedding  property  attended  to ;  great  ex- 
actness observed  with  reference  to  the  privy  arrangements  and  the 
night  tubs. 

There  is  no  physician  appointed  by  the  county ;  when  medicine 
is  required  it  is  procured  by  the  sheriff. 

Bibles  and  other  proper  books  are  furnished,  with  proper  facili- 
ties for  reading  and  writing.  Light  allowed  until  9  o'clock  at 
night,  when  the  prisoners  are  locked  into  their  cells.  The  grand 
jury,  at  every  session  of  the  court,  inspect  the  prison  The  judges 
seldom  visit  it,  unless  specially  requested. 

The  sheriff,  Reuben  Nott,  Esq.,  resides  in  the  prison  building, 
who,  with  his  family,  are  evidently  very  attentive  in  their  care 
and  consideration  of  the  unfortunate  inmates  under  their  charge. 
The  prisoners  expressed  to  your  committee  a  proper  a'ppreciation 
of  the  attention  and  care  they  received. 


CLINTON  PRISON. 

The  undersigned  was  unable  to  visit  the  prison  of  Clinton  coun- 
ty before  the  15th  inst.  It  is  in  the  village  of  Plattsburgh,  an  old 
building,  totally  inadequate  for  its  purposes,  and  appears  to  have 
been  constructed,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  prisoners'  apartments, 
solely  with  a  view  to  cage  them  up  securely  in  as  close  and  gloomy 
a  condition  as  might  be  practicable.  It  is,  in  dimensions,  32  ft.  by 
26  ft.,  and  2  stories  high.  The  rear  part  of  the  first  floor  con- 
tains six  cells  7  feet  long  by  4  feet  wide,  with  ceiling  but  7  feet  1 
inch  high.  Three  of  these  cells  open  into  a  narrow  passage  about 
4^  feet  wide,  with  two  windows  on  one  side,  only  8  inch,  in  width, 
and  heavily  grated  with  iron,  which  is  the  only  source  for  air  or 
light.  There  is  also  in  this  part  of  the  building  a  dark  dungeon, 
designed  for  the  punishment  of  refractory  prisoners.  One  room 
in  the  second  story,  15  feet  square,  is  used  for  female  prisoners, 
and  made  to  accommodate  whatever  number  may  be  in  the  prison. 
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It  Is  truly  surprising,  in  this  enlightened  and  christian  age,  and 
in  the  midst  of  a  community  as  intelligent  and  humane  as  that  of 
Clinton  county,  that  there  should  exist  a  public  building  so  sadly 
inconsistent  in  character.  Your  committee,  however,  was  grati- 
fied to  find  public  attention  was  now  directed  to  the  matter.  The 
board  of  supervisors  were  in  session  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the 
committee,  and  he  learned  from  them  that  the  subject  gf  an  en- 
largement and  alteration  of  the  prison  was  then  under  considera- 
tion, and  that  an  appropriation  would  be  made  for  its  improve- 
ment. Tour  committee  did  not  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion 
that  no  alteration  of  the  present  building  could  render  it  such  a 
prison  as  sound  policy  and  common  humanity  demanded. 

The  strictures  here  made  with  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  building,  are  not  applicable  to  the  domestic  affairs  of  the 
prison,  which  are  under  the  charge  of  the  under  sheriff,  Mr.  R. 
M.  Richardson,  who  appears  to  do  all  in  his  power,  under  the 
unfavorable  circumstances  mentioned,  to  render  the  prisoners 
comfortable,  and  to  treat  them  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
statute.  They  said  they  had  no  complaint  to  make  of  their  fare 
and  provisions.  The  only  apparent  delinquency  noticed  by  the 
committee  was  a  neglect  in  the  regular  removal  and  cleansing  of 
the  night  tubs ;  a  promise  was  made  that  this  unhealthful  and 
disgusting  neglect  should  be  remedied.  There  is  no  yard  attached 
to  tl^e  prison,  a  very  serious  defect  in  addition  to  all  the  other 
insufficient  and  improper  building  arrangements. 

There  were  only  four  persons  found  in  confinement  at  the  time 
of  the  visit.  One,  a  Canadian,  of  19  years  of  age,  confined  for 
want  of  bail  on  a  bastardy  complaint.  One  Irishman,  middle- 
aged,  waiting  trial  under  indictment  for  second  offence  of  petty 
larceny.  One  American,  40  years  old,  committed  for  drunken- 
ness and  assault  on  his  wife  and  family ;  and  another  American, 
21  years  of  age,  waiting  trial  on  charge  of  burglary. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  will  state  as  the  result  of  his 
late  visits  and  inspections  of  prisons,  that  the  keepers  appear  dis- 
posed to  give  that  attention  to  the  comfort  of  prisoners,  and  that 

zcfard  to  proper  discipline^  which  is  prescribed  by  the  statutpi 
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8till|  with  the  best  efforts  on  their  part,  the  inadequate  arrange 
ments  of  most  of  the  prison  buildings  wiil  present  that  discipline 
and  welfare  of  prisoners  which  is  contemplated  in  the  statute. 
And  furthermore,  the  undersigned  regrets  to  state,  tliat  in  the 
eountiyi  as  is  the  case  in  our  city,  there  appear  to  be  on  the  part 
of  the  community  an  entire  indifference  and  ignorance,  not  only 
^r  the  condition  of  prisoners,  but  also  of  the  moral  responsibility 
which  rests  on  every  good  citizen  in  connection  with  the  matter. 
The  prevailing  opinion  in  the  community  as  to  the  duty  of  society 
In  prison  matters  seems  to  be,  that  offenders  against  the  laws  of 
fhe  land  should  be  speedily  caught,  promptly  condemned,  closely 
imprisoned  and  efficiently  punished,  at  the  smallest  possible 
expense. 

The  matter  of  reformation  in  connection  with  prison  discipline, 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  considerations  of  civil  policy  and  of  com- 
OMm  humanity,)  does  not  appear  to  enter  into  the  thoughts  of 
BMet  of  our  citizens.  Tliis  is  indeed  a  pernicious  and  lamentable 
ftate  of  affairs  for  an  enlightened  and  cliristian  community. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  committee. 

JAMES  H.  TITUS. 

JfeuhYarkj  Deamher  28(1, 18K8. 


The  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
New-York  Prison  Association,  to  visit  the  prisons  of  the  counties 
of  Columbia  and  Dutchess,  and  examine  into  their  state  and  con- 
dition, 

Buptcf fully  rtforU : 

Tliat  in  the  early  part  of  November  he  visited  the  county  jail  of 
Columbia  county.  It  is  located  in  the  city  of  Hudson,  and  forms 
the  east  wing  of  the  court  house.  The  number  of  prisoners  at  the 
time  of  the  visit  of  your  committee  was  small,  and  those,  for  the 
most  part,  charged  with  or  convicted  of  petty  ofiences.  The 
health  of  the  prison  was  good,  and  due  attention  appeared  to  be 
paid  to  its  cleanliness,  warmth  and  ventilation,  and  to  the  sup- 
plj  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  plain  fi>od  to  the  inmates.    The 
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building,  your  committee  was  informed,  was  so  inseeoielj  con- 
structed, that  the  board  of  supervisors,  then  in  session,  were  agU 
tating  the  question  of  its  appropriation  to  other  uses,  and  tha 
erection  of  one  in  the  rear  of  the  court  hopse  more  adequate  in  ex- 
tent, arrangement  and  security. 

In  the  latter  part  of  November,  your  committee  visited  the  JaU 
of  tiie  county  of  Dutchess,  in  the  village  of  Po'keepsle.  Like  tliat 
of  most  of  the  county  prisons  of  the  State,  it  is  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  court  house,  and  as  a  place  of  detention,  appears 
sufficiently  adapted  to  the  purpose.  The  sheriff  afforded  every 
fiicility  for  its  inspection,  and  your  committee  was  gratified  in 
finding  a  due  regard  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  building  and 
the  physical  comforts  of  the  prisoners. 

Your  committee  regretted  tofind  tliat  in  neitlier  of  the  prisons  vis- 
ited, were  religious  servicesof  any  description  ever  p^ formed,  nor 
any  efforts  made,  having  in  view  the  moral  improvement  of  the  prir 
soners,  either  in  the  way  of  Sunday  school  teaching,  exhortations, 
the  supply  of  books,  or  any  of  the  various  means  that  might  be 
made  use  of  to  render  beneficial  to  the  prisoners  the  term  of  thdr 
confinement,  which  is  almost  invariably  spent  in  a  wearisome 
monotony  of  unbroken  and  contaminating  idleness. 

Tour  committee,  in  view  of  this  state  of  things,  which  is  be- 
lieved to  exist  in  almost  every  county  prison  house  in  the  State, 
respectfully  submits,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  on  the  part 
of  this  association,  operating  through  philanthropic  individuals 
residing  in  places  where  there  are  county  jails,  to  endeavor  to  en- 
list the  sympathies  of  the  benevolent  among  their  fellow  citizens 
in  those  localities,  in  an  effort  to  carry  out  some  well-matured  plan 
for  the  moral  improvement  and  mental  occupation  of  such  of  the 
prisoners  as  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  avail  th^nselves  of  the  ad- 
vantages offered  them. 

P.  S.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
New-Toek,  Dec.  S3<{,  1853. 

2b  tk€  ckaitman  Ex.  Cam.  JV*.  F.  Prism  ^ssodatum. 
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The  undersigned,  by  an  order  from  Hon.  J.  W.  Edmonds,  Jus* 
tioe  of  Supreme  Court,  and  in  compliance  with  the  following  reso- 
lution, adopted  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  Prison  Associ- 
ation of  New-Tork,  Sept.  26th,  1853,  to  wit: 

Resolved^  That  J.  H.  Titus,  P.  S.  Van  Rensselaer  and  J.  S. 
€k)uld,  be  a  committee  to  examine  and  inspect  the  Clinton  State 
prison,  such  inspection  to  be  completed  on  or  before  December 
Ist^  1853, 

Report  that  they  have  performed  the  duty  assigned  them  as  far 
as  they  were  able,  and  obtained  the  information  contained  in  the 
following  statement.  This  statement  refers  exclusively  to  prisoners 
committed  to  this  prison  within  the  year  ending  October  31st^ 
1853.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  date  of  conviction  in  some 
eases  appears  to  be  anterior  to  this  period ;  these  were  all  prison- 
tts  who  were  transferred  to  this  from  Auburn  prison.  All  but 
the  last  were  received  here  within  the  year. 

Statement. 

(a.)     jyumber  of  convictions  from  each  county. 

From  Schenectady •  6 

Tompkins I 

Albany 4 

Erie 7 

Monroe • 5 

Allegany 2 

Oswego 1 

Madison 3 

Montgomery 8 

St.Lawrence • & 

Washington 4 

Clinton 4 

Rensselaer 2 

Warren 1 

Schoharie 2 

Franklin 3 

Saratoga ; 4 


From  Columbia  .'. 1 

Tioga 1 

Wayne  ■ 1 

Lewis    3 

Ontario 2 

Wyoming 1 

Niagara 1 

Oneida 1 

Steuben 1 

(b.)     Jndtutrial  pursuits  ofpritonert. 

Had  no  trade 52 

Cabinetmaker 1 

Tailors 3 

Sailors 3 

Shoemakers 3 

Cooper 1 

Baker 1 

Moulder 1 

Painters 2 

Conrectioner 1 

Weaver 1 

Wbeelwrights 2 

Sawyer 1 

Blacksmiths 2 

Gardener 1 

Carpenters 3 

Total 78 

^a.)     Occupation  of  prUoneri  at  the  time  of  committin^4ha  gfenee. 

Unemployed 4S 

Employed 32 

Total 78 

[d.)    Color  of  prisoners. 

White 69 

Black 9 

Total 78 


(e.)    Jfativiiy  ofprisoMin^ 

Born  in  the  State  of  New-York 36 

Bom  in  the  U.  8.,  bat  not  in  New-'Sbrk 16 

Born  in  ibreign  countries ••••  26 

Total 78 

(/. )    Education  of  Prisoners. 

Cbnldread 21 

Could  read  and  write 33 

Had  no  education 23 

Had  a  classical  education 1 

Total 78 

{g.)    Habits  of  temperance  or  intemperance. 

Were  temperate 44 

Were  intemperate 34 

Total 78 
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w noie  nuintxT  in  i^'ison, ^^^ 

Whole  nur.iher  cxainiiied 1^2 

do              not  examined, 22 

184 

Lost  both  parents, 8* 

Both  parents  living, '. 8* 

Father  living, 1« 

Mother  living, *3 

Questions  not  answered, •,•••••••••  S 

^  16S 

Temperate, ^'^ 

Intemperate, • 123 

Wot  answered, • * 

— —  16» 

Had  early  religious  instruction, 86 

Had  not  early  religious  instruction, 73 

Not  answered, 8 

Catholics, • 51 

Protestants, 90 

Methodists, 41 

Baptists, 1* 

Episcopal, ** 

Presbyterian,     1* 

Unlversalists, 2 

Quaker, 1 

UniTersttlists, 1 

Infidels, 14 

Not  answtred, •  •  •  •  •  '^  ^^^ 

Had  no  trade, 106 

Had  trades, 49 

Notansweied, '       • 

168 

Shoemakers, • 

Blacksmiths, ^ 

Barbers, •   ••       ^ 

Masons, * 
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Carpenters, 8 

Wheelwrights, 7 

Sailor, 2 

Soldier, 1 

Tinmen, S 

Tanner, •       1 

Butcher, 1 

Painter, •  • .       1 

Moulders, • .  •  •  •      2 

Admit  their  guilt, ...•.•• 104 

Bo  not  admit  their  guilt, 58 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  table,  unlike  table  A,  refers  to  the 
whole  number  now  in  prison,  and  embodies  the  result  of  our  own 
personal  inquiries. 

RemliM  disclosed  by  the  investigation. 

1st.  Cause  of  crime. — Intemperance  stands  out  In  bold  relief,  as 
one  of  the  efficient  procuring  causes  of  crime.    Thus,  of  the  78 
prisoners  admitted  during  the  past  year,  as  appears  from  table  A, 
31  were  intemperate  on  their  own  admission.    01  the  162  whose 
examinations  are  contained  in  table  B,  123  were  intemperate. 
The  proportion  of  intemperate  persons  is  much  greater  in  the  lat- 
ter table  than  in  the  former ;  this  discrepancy  does  not  indicate 
that  the  prisoners  received  this  year  were  more  temperate  than 
the  great  body  of  the  prisoners.    It  arises  rather  from  the  manner 
of  compiling  the  statistica.    In  table  A,  the  men  were  merely 
asked  if  their  habits  had  been  temperate  or  intemperate,  and  their 
answer,  whatever  it  wa^,  was  worded  just  as  they  gave  it.    We 
went  farther,  knowing  the  different  interpretations  which  prison- 
ers are  wont  to  place  on  the  words  temperance  and  intemperance. 
We  enquired  whether  tliey  had  ever  been  intoxicated,  and  when 
we  found  from  their  answers  that  they  habitually  frequented  grog 
shops  and  were  occasionally  drunk,  we  did  not  hesitate  to  class 
them  among  the  intemperate.    Many  ot  the  men  considered  them- 
selves as  quite  temperate  who  freely  admitted  that  they  drank 
every  day,  and  were  intoxicated  as  oi'ten  as  once  a  week.    We 
are  particular  to  mention  this,  as  from  the  want  of  such  precau- 
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tion  very  erroneous  notions  may  be  derived  from  some  of  the 
statistical  tables. 

Ignorance  seems  to  be  one  of  the  causes  of  crime.  We  know 
that  this  is  abundantly  demonstrated  by  existing  criminal  statis- 
tics, but  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  ascertain  as  far  as  we  couldj 
how  far  the  experience  of  Clinton  prison  confirmed  or  denied  the 
conclusions  which  have  been  drawn  from  the  facts  disclosed  at 
other  prisons.  By  a  reference  to  table  A,  it  will  t>e  seen  tliat  21 
could  read,  33  could  read  and  write,  and  23  had  no  education 
whatever.  It  is  not  supposed  that  the  mere  power  to  read  and 
write  possesses  any  magical  power  to  restrain  men  from  the  com- 
mission of  crime.  All  that  is  expected  from  these  faculties  is, 
1st,  that  they  will  prove  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  mode  of  occu- 
pying the  leisure  without  resorting  to  the  excitement  of  the 
tavern,  the  gaming  table,  or  vicious  company;  and,  2d,  that  the 
precepts  learned  and  the  iiiformation  acquired  through  their 
assistance  will  enlighten  the  moral  faculties  and  assist  them  to 
avoid  temptation.  Neither  of  these  ends  will  be  answered  unless 
the  parties  can  resid  fluently  and  easily ;  he  who  must  spell  every 
word,  will  usually  find  the  amusement  of  reading  but  a  poor  sub* 
stitute  for  the  revels  of  the  tavern,  nor  will  any  such  slow  and 
laborious  modes  of  acquiring  knowledge  operate  to  make  men 
wiser  or  better  members  of  the  community. 

We  o£fer  these  remarks  because  there  might  he  a  danger  that 
the  above  statistics  might  prove  deceptive  without  them,  by  lead- 
ing careless  observers  to  underrate  the  value  of  education  as  a 
means  of  deterring  men  from  the  commission  of  crime.  We  think 
we  may  safely  say,  that  of  the  21  who  appear  from  the  official 
register  to  be  able  to  read,  less  than  one-fourth  can  read  so  well 
as  to  derive  any  great  pleasure  or  benefit  from  their  reading ;  and 
of  the  33  who  are  said  to  be  able  to  read  and  write,  not  more  than 
oae-half  possess  any  thing  like  expertness  in  those  branches  of 
knowledge. 

Want  of  a  trade  or  occupation. — ^Both  the  tables  concur  in 
direciing  our  attention  to  this  as  a  very  fertile  cause  of  crime. 
Of  those  included  in  table  A,  52  had  no  trades,  while  26  oiilj  had 
trades.    On  enquiring  of  those  who  are  registered  as  having 
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trades,  we  learned  from  their  own  confessions  that  many  of  them 
had  eloped  from  their  masters  before  completing  their  apprentice- 
ships,  and  the  others,  from  various  causes,  had  not  acquired  that 
ezpertness  in  their  trades  which  was  necessary  to  make  them  pro- 
fitable in  competition  with  others. 

While  so  much  anxiety  is  manifested  to  trace  out  the  several 
causes  of  crime,  and  to  ascertain  the  exact  ratio  that  each  separate 
cause  hears  to  the  total  amount  of  crime,  we  are  anxious  that 
these  explanations  should  be  taken  in  connection  with  the  facts 
indicated  by  the  tables.  At  the  time  of  committing  the  offence 
for  which  they  were  committed,  46  were  idle  and  32  employed. 
It  is  interesting  to  notice,  that  of  these  only  5  were  employed  at 
trades  which  they  had  learned.  This  fact  confirms  the  statement 
above  made,  that  their  business  had  been  so  imperfectly  learned 
as  to  be  almost  nseless  to  them  as  a  means  of  subsistence.  From 
table  B  we  learn  that  106  had  no  trades,  and  49  had  trades. 
These  facts  taken  together,  shew  that  a  good  trade  is  a  great  pre- 
ventive of  crime,  as  the  converse  is  one  of  its  most  efficient 
causes. 

Religiotis  Inatrucfion  — 51  of  the  prisoners  profeFsed  to  be  ca- 
tholics, 90  protestant;;,  and  14  infidels;  86  professed  to  have 
received  religious  instruction  in  their  youth ;  and  73  denied  that 
they  had  any  religious  training  whatever.  Many  professed  to 
have  received  early  religious  instruction,  but,  on  being  questioned| 
they  iiCMrly  all  described  their  instruction  to  consist,  in  being 
taught  by  rote  a  few  prayers,  but  they  seemed  to  have  no  distinct 
Ideas  of  the  meaning  of  the  petitions,  or  the  nature  and  attributes 
of  the  being  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  Some  described  their 
Instruction  to  consist  of  occdsionally  attending  church,  when  they 
were  young.  Although  we  have  thought  it  right  to  retain  in  the 
tables  the  description  of  the  religious  training  which  they  themr 
selves  gave,  yet  we  are  fully  convinced,  from  the  answers  re- 
ceived from  them,  that  few,  if  any  of  these  prisoners  ever  had 
the  benefit  of  a  faithful  and  intelligent  religious  education,  in 
early  life. 
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FOOD  AND  DIET. 

Bill  of  Fare, — Sunday,  breakfeast,  cold  meat,  potatoes  and 
bread ;  coffee,  made  of  3  quarts  of  roasted  barley,  sweetened  with 
one  gallon  of  molasses,  to  180  men.  Dinner,  I)oiIed  pork  and 
beans.    Supper,  bread  and  molasses. 

Monday,  breakfast,  same  as  Sunday.  Dinner,  codfish  and  pota- 
toes, with  a  gravy  made  from  tha  skimmings  of  the  pot  in  which 
pork  ard  beef  had  been  boiled,  thickened  with  Indian  meaL 
Supper,  boiled  rice  and  molasses. 

Tuesday,  breakfast,  same  as  Sunday.  Dinner,  fresh  beef  8tewed| 
the  liquor,  in  which  it  is  boiled,  is  thickened  with  flour.  Supper, 
mush,  or  bread  and  molasses. 

Wednesday,  breakfest,  dinner  and  supper,  same  as  Sunday. 

Tliursday,  breakfast  and  supper,  same  as  Sunday.  DinneTi 
aoup  and  vegetables. 

Friday,  breakfast,  dinner  and  Fupper,  same  as  Monday. 

Saturday,  breakfast,  dinner  and  supper,  same  as  Thursday. 

All  the  bread  and  other  food,  used  by  the  prisoners  during  our 
visit,  was  of  the  best  quality,  and  all  of  them  expressed  their  sa- 
tisfaction with  it,  except  a  few  who  had  an  antipathy  to  molasses 
with  their  bread,  expressed  a  wish  to  have  some  relish  in  its  place. 
It  is  well  known  that  there  are  some  men,  who  really  cannot  en- 
dure molasses,  and  it  might  perhaps  be  useful,if  for  such,  a  ration 
of  smoked  herring  or  other  smoked  fish,  or  raw  codfish  wassubsti- 
tuted  in  its  place.  Breakfast  and  dinner  are  eaten  in  the  dining 
room,  on  which  a  blessing  is  asked  by  the  chaplain ;  supper  is 
taken  in  the  cells.  There  is  no  fixed  ration  given  to  the  men* 
All  are  allowed  to  eat  until  they  are  sati>fied,  and  the  amount 
required  for  this  purpose,  far  exceeds  that  consumed  in  any  pri- 
son with  which  we  are  acquainted.  The  labor  here  being  mostly 
carried  on  in  the  open  air,  and  made  heavier  in  its  character  than 
at  any  other  prison,  probably  makes  a  greatly  increased  allow- 
ance, absolutely  necessary.  We  would  be  far  fi-om  rec<ju)mending 
any  diminution  of  the  ration  under  the  circumstances. 
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Disctpline. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  us  that  prison  discipline  as  a  science 
is  not  more  studied  among  prison  officers  in  our  State.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  that  there  are  certain  rules  for  the  regulation  of  pri- 
floners  which  produce  good  effects,  and  promote  the  ends  which 
are  aimed  at  in  the  penal  legislation  of  the  State.  There  are 
rules  conceivable,  which  every  one  would  pronounce  injuriouS| 
and  antagonistic  to  the  design  of  the  Legislature.  £ut  there  are 
other  rules,  which  in  their  operation  might  be  very  actively 
operative  for  good  or  evil,  respecting  which  it  would  not  be  easy 
to  decide  in  the  absence  of  experience.  It  is,  therefore,  not  saga- 
city, knowledge  of  human  nature,  or  skill  in  business  affairs  alone 
which  constitutes  a  good  prison  officer  ;  but  in  addition  to  these, 
he  should  be  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  experiments  which 
have  been  made  at  different  times  and  under  different  circum- 
stances, to  ascertain  the  Lest  rules  for  the  management  of  prison- 
ers, so  as  to  produce  the  greatest  amount  of  reformation  in  them- 
selve<<,  and  while  securing  this  result,  to  deter  others  from  the 
commission  of  crime.  Those  who  have  most  thoroughly  studied 
these  experiments,  and  the  rules  resulting  from  them,  have  dis- 
cerned certain  principles  which  are  common  to  and  lie  at  the  root 
of  all  of  them,  and  thus  have  united  scattered,  isolated  facts,  in 
the  connection  of  a  clear  and  well  compacted  theory.  A  know* 
ledge  of  these  well  ascertained  facts,  and  of  the  theories  deducible 
from  them,  constitutes  the  science  of  prison  discipline.  It  is  the 
misfortune  of  our  State  that  its  prison  officers  have  not  been  well 
versed  in  this  science.  Some  of  them  have  been  men  of  a  very 
superior  character,  possessing  every  natural  qualification  for 
administering  the  affairs  of  the  prison  with  advantage  to  the 
inmates  and  honor  to  themselves,  who  have  yet  failed  to  be  useful 
tot  want  of  a  knowledge  of  what  has  been  accomplished  by  others. 
They  have  thus  been  plodding  along  in  the  study  of  elementary 
principles  which  had  long  ago  been  fully  ascertained,  when  they 
should  have  been  vigorously  engaged  in  applying  them  for  the 
welfare  of  the  prisoners,  and  directing  their  experimental  re- 
searches into  regions  which  had  never  been  explored.  The  prin- 
ciples of  appointment  to  office  which  have  obtained  in  this  State 
we  at  the  bottom  of  this  evil  i  political  efficiency  being  almost 
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solely  recognised  as  a  qualification  for  oflSce,  irrespective  of  per- 
sonal fitness  or  moral  character.  While  tenure  of  office  depends 
npon  the  fluctuations  of  political  parties,  it  is  quite  too  much  to 
expect  of  human  nature  that  ofiice  holders  will  enter  heart  and 
soul  into  the  duties  required  of  them. 

• 

Especially  is  this  thorough  dedication  of  all  the  powers  and 
energies  of  the  heart  and  intellect  necessary  in  the  chief  officer  of 
a  prison.  He  must  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  olyeets 
sought  to  be  accomplished  by  imprisonment,  and  the  best  methods 
of  accomplishing  those  objects.  But  this  is  not  all :  he  must 
understand  the  character,  the  peculiar  moral  idiosyncracy 
of  each  convict,  before  he  can  apply  those  principles  with  any 
hope  of  success.  It  must  take  a  long  time,  and  much  painful  and 
self-denying  effort,  before  a  prison  officer  can  place  himself  in  a 
position  where  he  can  use  his  power  to  the  best  effect ;  and  even 
then,  a  much  longer  time  must  elapse  before  his  efforts  can  mani- 
fest themselves  in  the  improvement  of  the  prisoners. 

It  is  evident  we  cannot  expect  that  men  will  indulge  such  self- 
denial  unless  they  can  have  a  reasonable  expectation  of  partaking 
in  its  fruits.  Could  the  assurance  be  given  to  the  wardens  of  our 
State  pris^ons  that  they  should  not  be  removed  so  long  as  they 
discharged  their  duties  with  intelligence,  fidelity  and  zeal,  we  are 
confident  an  improvement  in  prison  discipline  would  ensue  which 
would  cause  the  hearts  of  the  friends  of  prison  reform  to  rejoice. 

The  discipline  of  Clinton  prison,  though  inferior  to  what  it  might 
and  ought  to  be,  compares  very  favorably  with  other  similar  in- 
stitutions. There  is  one  striking  characteristic  of  it  which  well 
deserves  the  attention  of  the  association ;  that  Is,  there  is  less  sur- 
veillance exercised  over  the  men,  more  confidence  is  repof«d  ui 
them  by  the  officers  of  the  prison,  than  in  any  institution  that  w« 
have  visited  either  in  this  State  or  elsewhere.  Thus,  some  of  the 
men  are  sent  into  the  woods  alone  with  teams ;  others  are  taken  out 
into  the  open  fields  to  work  on  the  farm ;  detached  parties  wcurk 
together  in  different  parts  of  the  yanl,  without  the  immediate 
oversight  of  the  keeper.  There  are  very  slight  obstacles  to  eott- 
versation  between  them ;  indeed  it  would  be  quite  impossible  to 
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enforce  such  a  regulation  without  at  least  trebling  the  keepers ; 
yet  no  advantage  seems  to  be  taken  of  this  liberty.  A  very  will- 
ing obedience  is  in  general  yielded  to  the  ofGlcers,  and  escapes  are 
fewer  here  than  in  most  other  prisons.  The  good  effects  of  this  libe- 
ral dealing  seems  to  us  very  clearly  apparent.  In  our  private  con- 
versations with  the  men,  we  heard  but  one  complaint  of  the  offi- 
cers throughout  the  whole  prison  j  on  the  contrary  every  prisoner 
seemed  to  feel  a  warm  and  grateful  attachment  to  the  agent  and 
chaplain.  We  are  aware  how  easily  casual  visitors  may  be  de- 
ceived in  their  impressions  with  regard  to  the  general  physiogno- 
my of  the  men,  and  we  would  not  lay  claim  to  any  great  amount 
of  reliance  on  our  own  judgment  in  this  particular,  nevertheless 
We  deem  it  right  to  state  that  the  countenances  and  manners  of 
^he  men  here,  indicated  more  of  honesty,  openness  and  straight- 
furwardness,  and  less  of  cunning,  servility  and  dissimulation,  than 
any  set  of  prisoners  we  ever  saw  together. 

If  it  can  be  found  in  practice  that  men  can  be  treated  with  more 
confidence  than  has  usually  been  placed  in  them,  without  injur- 
ing the  proper  and  necessary  discipline,  much  good  would  un- 
doubtedly flow  from  it.  Crime,  theologically  speaking,  flows  from 
the  workings  of  a  corrupt  and  fallen  nature :  it  is  a  consequence 
of  sin,  philosophically  speaking.  Sin  operates  in  producing 
crime  by  perverting  the  conscience  and  disordering  the  will ;  in 
consequence  of  such  disorder,  men  become  incapable  of  re^sisting 
those  temptations  which  lead  to  the  commission  of  crime.  It  is 
the  proper  function  of  the  chaplain  to  give  such  instructions  as 
shall  tend  to  rectify  the  conscience,  but  it  is  the  aim  and  object  of 
prison  discipline  proper,  to  strengthen  the  powers  of  the  will,  and 
bring  it  into  such  healthy  action  as  shall  enable  it  to  resist  the  se- 
ductionfi  of  temptation.  It  is  obvious  that  in  many  prisons  where 
the  prisoners  are  constantly  under  the  eye  of  the  keeper,  and 
where  no  act  of  volition  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  prison  can  be 
performed  without  incurring  punishment,  there  is  no  room  for 
the  exercise  of  the  will  whatever ;  and  where  the  will  is  wholly 
Inactive,  there  can  be  no  possible  means  fur  its  culture  or  im- 
provement. 
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Again,  there  Is  a  universal  tendency  of  the  human  mind,  when 
surrounded  by  proliibitions,  to  do  things  not  malum  in  se^  but 
merely  mala  prohibita:  to  do  things,  not  because  they  wish  to  do 
them,  but  simply  to  counteract  the  prohibition.  There  is  much 
truth  in  the  declaration  of  King  Solomon,  <'  Stolen  waters  are 
sweet,  and  bread  eaten  in  secret  places  is  pleasant.^  The  whole 
history  of  our  prisons  show  that  most  of  the  prisoners  occupy  their 
minds  almost  wholly  with  schemes  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  their 
keepers,  so  that  they  may  perform  some  prohibited  act  without 
danger  of  detection,  not  with  a  view  to  pleasure  in  the  act  itself, 
or  in  its  results,  but  solely  for  the  pleasure  of  exercising  an  inde- 
pendent volition.  Prisoners  who  have  been  long  confined,  ac- 
quire an  almost  miraculous  expertness  in  deception,  and  when 
their  sentences  expire  they  return  to  the  world  with  no  additional 
power  of  resisting  temptation,  but  an  increased  facility  for  decep- 
tion and  cunning,  and  a  confirmed  habit  for  violating  the  law. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  seems  to  us,  that  so  far  as  the  discipline 
at  Clinton  varies  from  that  of  other  prisons,  the  variation  is  in  the 
right  direction,  and  that  the  progress  of  the  experiment  should  be 
watched  with  solicitude  and  care  by  the  friends  of  prison  re- 
form. 

From  conversation  with  the  officers,  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
change  alluded  to  grew  out  of  any  theoretical  views  of  reform  on 
their  part ;  it  had  its  origin  in  convenience  and  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  prison.  Situated  in  the  wilderness,  and  remote 
from  railroads  and  other  public  conveyances,  it  is  more  difficult 
here  than  elsewhere  to  escape  even  when  outside  the  stockade,  if 
they  go  into  the  forest  they  are  probably  lost,  and  after  travelling 
for  days  are  as  likely  to  find  themselves  within  a  mile  of  the  prison 
as  any  where  else ;  hunters,  charcoal  burners,  wood  chpppers  and 
anglers  are  continually  traversing  the  woods,  and  it  is  well  known 
among  them  all  that  they  will  receive  fifty  dollars  for  the  return 
of  any  escaped  prisoner.  Hence  there  is  very  great  difficulty  In 
escaping,  and  this  fact  should  be  kept  in  mind  and  well  consider- 
ed before  the  results  in  this  prison  are  adopted  as  the  rule  for 
others. 
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Wa  regret  extremely  that  the  provisioniS  of  the  act  of  1847 
(ehap.  460,  §  44),  hare  not  been  complied  with  by  the  Inspectors, 
as  we  are  convinced  that  all  the  objects  of  prison  discipline  would 
be  effectually  promoted  by  having  large  cells  adapted  to  the  sol- 
itary confinement  of  a  certain  class  of  prisoners.  There  are  some 
men  who  cannot  be  governed  by  the  Auburn  system  of  discipline, 
as  all  prison  officers  can  testify ;  they  keep  the  whole  prison  in  a 
turmoil,  not  only  committing  offences  themselves,  but  are  the  cause 
of  offences  in  others.  To  meet  the  case  of  this  class,  the  discipline 
of  the  whole  prison  is  more  severe  and  inflexible  than  it  other- 
wise would  be,  the  innocent  are  punished  for  the  guilty.  Separ- 
ate this  small  class  from  the  mass,  shut  them  in  solitary  cells, 
and  permit  them  to  labor  as  a  privilege  rather  than  enforce  it  on 
them  as  a  task,  or  compel  them  to  pursue  their  labors  in  solitude, 
and  their  stubbornness  is  broken  ^  after  a  few  weeks  experience, 
they  will  be  as  docile  as  can  be  desired.  After  such  separation 
has  been  effected,  it  will  be  safe  and  practicable  to  relax  the  seve- 
rity of  discipline  in  a  very  great  degree ;  the  remaining  men  may 
be  treated  more  gently,  and  much  more  progress  may  be  made  in 
their  reformation.  There  is  a  convict  now  in  this  prison,  whose 
history  furnishes  a  good  example  of  the  above  remarks.  He 
boasts  that  he  has  never  submitted,  and  that  he  never  will  submit 
to  the  authority  of  any  keeper,  and  he  does  not.  He  declares  that 
when  he  was  in  prison  in  Kingston,  he  killed  his  keeper.  He  is 
mistaken  in  this,  as  the  keeper  afterwards  recovered ;  but  it  is 
true  that  he  meant  to  kill  him,  and  actually  supposed  that  he  was 
dead  when  he  was  taken  off  from  him.  He  was  afterwards  sen- 
tenced to  Auburn  prison,  but  as  nothing  could  be  done  with  him 
there, he  was  then  transferred  to  Clinton  by  order  of  the  Inspectors. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  here,  he  assaulted]  his  keeper  and  severely 
ii^ured  him ;  since  then  he  has  been  kept  locked  in  an  ordinary 
cell,  and  is  given  up  as  incorrigible.  We  mentioned  above  that 
we  heard  only  one  complaint  from  the  prisoners  against  the  offi- 
cers. In  this  case  one  of  the  prisoners  complained  that  he  had 
been  beaten  severely  by  his  keeper,  and  that  from  one  of  these 
blows  over  the  head  he  had  received  a  permanent  injury.  On 
enquiring  into  the  case,  we  found  that  he  had  raised  his  shovel 
against  his  keeper,  who  was  attempting  to  enforce  some  order  that 
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he  had  given,  against  compliance  with  which  the  prisoner  had  re- 
monstrated. It  was  the  very  i^eeper  who  had  been  so  tev^ely 
assaulted  as  above  related ;  he  had  just  recovered  firom  his  wounds 
and  was  morbidly  fearfal  of  a  second  assault  and  injury.  It  is 
not  probable  from  the  previous  and  subsequent  history  of  the  pri- 
soner, that  he  meant  to  injure  the  keeper,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  nervous  dread  produced  by  the  first  assault,  it  is  not  probable 
he  would  have  struck  so  severely  and  with  so  little  caution.  The 
agent  concurred  most  fully  with  us  in  the  opinion  of  the  keeper's 
conduct,  but  as  the  man,  during  a  long  period  ot  service  in  the 
prison,  had  proved  himself  a  humane  and  judicious  officer,  and  as 
he  did  not  violate  the  letter  of  the  law,  he  had  not  thought  pro- 
per to  remove  him. 

Financial  condition. 

As  the  financial  condition  will  soon  be  laid  before  the  public  in 
the  annual  report  of  the  Inspectors,  we  did  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  go  into  a  minute  examination  thereof.  We,  however,  are  en- 
couraged to  believe  that  henceforth  this  prison  will  not  only  prove 
self-supporting,  but  will  produce  a  considerable  surplus  revenue. 
At  the  time  of  our  visit,  the  agent  made  a  contract  with  the 
Messrs.  Kingsland,  who  are  amoDg  the  most  wealthy  and  expe- 
rienced iron-masters  of  the  northern  region,  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  at  six  shillings  per  day,  while  those  employed  in  the 
saw  mill  earn  a  dollar  a  day.  The  Messrs.  Kingsland,  in  addition 
to  this,  pay  $3,000  per  annum  as  rent  for  the  furnace  and  ma- 
chine shop.  At  these  prices  the  finances  of  the  prison  cannot 
fail  to  flourish. 

Condition  of  Buildings^  fyc. 

We  do  not  here  repeat  the  statements  with  regard  to  the  num- 
ber and  size  of  rooms  and  other  architectural  arrangements  in 
the  prison,  as  former  committees  of  the  association  have  per- 
formed this  duty,  and  these  details  are  contained  in  former  re* 
ports  of  the  Association  to  the  Legislature,  and  very  slight 
changes  have  since  occurred.  We  willingly  bear  oar  testimony 
to  the  unusual  excellence  of  the  workmanship  in  every  part  of 
the  buildings,  and  to  the  convenience  of  the  arrangements.  Al'^ 
though  the  theory  on  which  the  ventilating  apparatus  is  founded 
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does  not  aeoord  with  those  which  are  taught  by  scientific  men,  it 
imdoabtedly  works  well  in  practice.  We  visited  the  cells  early 
in  the  morning  and  late  at  night,  but  we  detected  no  more  un- 
pleasant odor  than  usually  exists  in  the  sleeping  apartments  of 
private  dwellings.  Certainly  there  is  at  all  times  a  purer  air  In 
these  than  in  the  cells  of  any  other  prison  that  we  have  ever 
visited.  It  is  possible  that  the  elevated  site  of  the  prison  may 
have  something  to  do  with  this  superiority,  but  after  all,  we  can- 
not doubt  that  the  main  cause  is  the  excellence  of  the  apparatus. 
We  believe  that  much  of  the  odor  discernable,  was  due  to  the 
beds,  which  are  swung  up  to  the  wall  during  the  day  ;  this,  toge- 
ther with  the  fact  that  many  of  the  men  sleep  in  their  clothes, 
must  create  an  effluvia,  which,  being  constantly  renewed,  no  ven- 
tilation can  wholly  remove.  We  think  that  it  would  be  an  im- 
provement in  the  management  of  all  our  prisons  were  the  men 
required  to  hang  their  bed  clothes  over  the  railing  of  the  galleries 
to  air,  to  undress  every  night,  and  to  bathe  at  least  once  a  fort- 
night. 

Moral  and  Literary  Instruction. 

The  chaplain  of  the  prison.  Rev.  Mr.  Bruce,  who  is  also  the 
teacher,  is  unwearied  in  his  labors  for  the  good  of  the  convicts, 
there  was  a  uniform  testimony  borne  to  the  usefulness  of  his 
labors  by  both  officers  and  men.  We  had  no  opportunity  of 
listening  to  his  pulpit  services,  but  we  were  informed  by  the 
officers  that  they  were  admirably  adapted  for  the  audience,  and 
from  conversations  with  the  men,  we  judged  that  they  were  ac- 
ceptable and  instructive  to  them.  Such  testimony  is  highly 
creditable  to  the  chaplain,  as  it  requires  rare  gifts  to  secure  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  convicts.  We  have  known  many  learned 
and  estimable  men  who  lacked  this  special  gift,  and  who,  in  con- 
sequence, were  the  objects  of  ridicule  rather  than  of  respect  from 
the  convicts  for  whosi^  welfare  they  labored.  In  view  of  his  pe- 
culiar adaptation  to  the  service,  we  hope  no  political  c  hanges 
will  be  permitted  to  deprive  the  prison  of  his  services. 

Mr.  Bruce  labors  under  great  disadvantages  in  his  capacity  of 
teacher^  from  the  fact  that  he  is  obliged  to  teach  the  men 
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separately  in  their  cells.  It  is  obvious  if  they  were  assembled  in 
a  class  in  the  corridor  during  the  evenings,  more  instruction  could 
be  communicated  to  them  in  one  evening  than  could  be  given  in 
a  week,  where,  as  at  present,  they  can  only  be  dealt  with  indi- 
vidually. If  they  were  thus  assembled,*  it  would  of  course  be 
necessary  that  more  keepers  and  guards  should  be  on  duty ;  but 
a  slightly  increased  remuneration  would  induce  them  cheerfully 
to  perform  the  service,  and  it  seems  wrong  to  allow  this  slight 
increase  of  expense  to  baf9e  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  act 
of  1847. 

Hospital  Department. 

The  following  diseases  have  be^n  treated  in  the  hospital  during 
the  year  ending  Dec.  1st,  1853 : 


Bilious  diarrhoea, 2 

Secondary  syphilis, 2 

Bilious  fever, 2 

Injury  from  blows, 1 

Abscess, 1 

Incised  wound, 2 

Neuralgia, 3 

Epilepsy, 1 

Tuberculization  of  brain, ...  1 


Chronic  ophthalmia, 8 

Rheumatism, 3 

Pneumonia  typhoides, 3 

Hemorrhoids  &  fistula  in  ano,  1 

Typhus  fever, 4 

Contused  wound, 1 

Chronic  hepatitis, 2 

Fracture, 1 


Making  thirty-two  cases  in  all  which  have  been  treated  during 
the  year.  Only  one  death  has  occurred,  which  was  from  typhus 
fever,  on  the  20th  of  November.  The  constitution  of  the  patient 
had  been  broken,  resulting  from  dissipation  and  previous  disease. 

Dr.  Patterson  was  absent  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  and  we  are 
therefore  deprived  of  much  interesting  infermation  which  we 
might  have  obtained  from  a  personal  interview  with  him.  Never- 
theless, the  statistics  tell  a  tolerably  intelligible  story  on  their 
face.  All  who  are  acquainted  with  prison  statistics  must  be 
struck  with  the  healthy  condition  of  the  institution.  The  cases 
treated  amount  only  to  17  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  of  pri- 
soners, and  the  deaths  to  a  little  over  one-half  of  one  per  cent 
In  1846,  there  were  84  cases  treated  in  the  hospital  aii4  9  deaths, 


Ro.  14S.]  166 

Mlt  of  179  prisoners,  being  about  47  per  cent  of  the  whole  number 
af  prisoners  under  treatment,  and  a  little  over  one  per  cent  of 
deaths  in  the  course  of  the  year.  At  Auburn  prison,  during  the 
same  year,  (1846,)  50  per  cent  of  the  prisoners  were  under  hospi- 
tal ireatment,  and  5  per  cent  died. 

It  is  important  to  notice  that  of  the  above  32  cases  of  disease 
treated  at  Clinton  prison  there  were  only  3  of  rheumatism  and  3 
of  the  respiratory  organs,  (pneumonia  typhoides.)  When  it  is 
known  that  these  two  classes  of  disease  are  so  much  more  preva- 
lent at  other  prisons  than  here,  it  certainly  seems  desirable,  with 
reference  to  the  health  of  the  convicts,  that  a  greater  number 
should  be  sent  here,  so  as  to  equalize  the  numbers  with  Sing  Sing 
and  Auburn,  especially  as  it  now  seems  reduced  to  a  certainty 
that  the  men  can  be  more  profitably  employed  here  than  at  the 
others. 

We  have  only  to  add  in  this  connection,  that  the  room  assigned 
to  the  hospital  department  is  large,  well  ventilated  and  conve- 
nient. At  the  time  of  our  visit  it  was  neat  and  clean,  and  bore 
evident  marks  of  careful  and  considerate  superintendence. 

Punishments. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  of  punishments  in- 
flicted during  the  year : 

Shower  bath, 81 

Bucked, 24 

Solitary  confinement, 17 

Total, 122 

Bucking  is  used  at  this  prison  in  place  of  the  yoke  as  used  at 
Sing  Sing  and  Auburn.  It  is  borrowed  from  the  army,  and,  as 
we  are  informed,  it  consists  in  fastening  the  wrists  together  by  a 
diain ;  into  a  ring  in  the  chain  an  iron  bar  is  inserted ;  the  bar 
is  passed  between  the  legs,  and  the  prisoner  is  then  compelled  to 
flit  on  it  for  half  an  hour  to  four  hours  or  more  We  did  not  see 
tl^s  punishment  administered,  but  we  should  deem  it  a  very 
severe  one,  and  we  cannot  approve  of  it.    We  should  much  prefer 
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the  solitary  cell,  or  a  deprivation  of  food  or  bedding,  or  some 
other  privil^e,  according  to  the  magnitude  of  the  offence. 

Solitary  confinement  we  regard  as  a  most  valuable  means  of 
prison  discipline,  and  we  believe  that  a  more  extended  use  of  it 
would  be  decidedly  advantageous  in  the  prison. 

The  whole  subject  of  punishment  is  one  of  great  interest,  and 
requires  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  prison  reform  as  much  or 
more  than  any  other  subject.  The  number  ef  punishments  ought 
to  be  increased  so  as  to  be  adapted  to  every  disposition  and  eveiy 
class  of  physical  temperament,  and  to  every  grade  of  offence.  He 
who  shall  devise  &  scale  of  punishment  thus  adapted  to  evety 
class  of  offences  and  of  prisoners,  will  have  conferred  a  great  boon 
on  the  cause  of  prison  reform. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  desire  to  express  the  very  favw- 
able  estimation  they  formed  of  the  character  and  services  of  the 
Warden  of  the  prison,  John  L.  Barnes,  Esq.  He  appears  to  pos- 
sess that  respect  from  his  officers,  and  to  exercise  that  influence 
over  the  prisoners,  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  proper  discipline 
of  the  unfortunate  community  under  his  charge,  and  so  requisite 
for  the  welfare  of  the  important  interests  committed  to  his  care. 
The  undersigned  desire  also  to  acknowledge  their  obligation  for 
the  polite  treatment  and  efficient  aid  received  from  the  Warden 
and  his  officers,  during  their  visit  at  the  prison. 

JOHN  STANTON  GOULD, 
JAMES  H,  TITUS, 

Cammiiiee. 
Jfeto-Yorky  Dec.  23d,  1853. 
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Tenth  ABBnal  Report  of  the  New-Tork  Prison  Association. 


New-York,  March  28, 1855. 

T(   Hon.  De  Witt  C.  Littlejohn, 

Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  J^Tew-York: 

Sifi — In  compliance  with  the  sixth  section  of  the  charter  of  the 
Prison  Association  of  New- York,  I  herewith  transmit  the  Tenth 
Annual  Report  of  said  Association,  and  request  that  you  will  pre- 
sent it  to  the  L^slature. 

I  am  yours,  very  respectfully, 

R.  N.  HAVENS, 
President  of  Prison  Association  of  Jfew-York. 


[Assembly  No.  149.] 
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Brown,  Jas. 
Bruce,  Geb. 
Bushnell,  0. 
^    Butler,  B.  P. 
Bliss,  Ira, 
'  Chauncey,  Henry 
Collins,  E.  K. 
Corse,  Israel 
Curtiss,  Cyrus 
Daly,  Chas.  P. 


Derham,  H.  C. 
Douglass,  Wm.  H. 
Douglass,  George 
Duer,  John 
Edmonds,  J  W. 
Engs,  P.  W. 
Field,  R.  H, 
Field,  H.  W. 
Fish,  Hamilton 
Foster,  Jr.,  Jamea 
Freeland,  J. 
Fumiss,  W.  P. 
Gamer,  F. 
Gilson,  John 
Graham,  J.  B. 
Gregory,  D.  S. 
Green,  J.  C. 
Grinnell,  Henry 
Grosvenor,  Jasper 
Halstead,  Wm.  H. 
Hedges,  Timothy 
Herrick,  J.  K. 
Herring,  S.  C. 
Horn,  Jas. 
Howland,  G  G. 
Howland,  S.  S., 
Howland,  Edgar  W. 
Hunt,  Thos. 
Hussey,  George  P. 
Irwing,  Richard 
Jay, John 


Johnson,  Alex.  S. 
Johnston,  John 
Jones,  James  J. 
Jones,  Walter  R. 
Kirkland,  S. 
Langdon,  Mrs. 
Leeds,  Sam'l 
Lenox,  James 
Leyray,  Jacob 
Leray,  Jacob  R. 
Leapp,  G.  M. 
Lord,  Rttfas  L. 
Lorillard,  Jr.,  Peter 
Low,  Cornelius 
Low,  Nicholas 
Mann,  A. 
Mathe\%s,  J. 
McBride,  Jas. 
McCJoTin,  Wm.  T, 
Morgan,  E.  D. 
Murray,  Lindley 
Morgan,  M. 
Kevins,  R.  H. 
Newell,  Wm, 
Niblo,  William 
Norrle,  A. 
O'Conor,  C. 
Olyphant,  D.  W.  C. 
Outhoul,  Wm. 
Palmer,  John  J« 
Parmly,  E. 
Pell,  F. 
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*  Ray,  Robert 
Rliinelander,  Wm.  C. 
Robert,  C.  R. 
Roosevelt,  C.  V.  S. 
,       Ruggles,  S.  B. 
'  Russell,  Israel 
Sampson,  Joseph 
Sands,  David 
Schermerhorn,  Peter 
Selden,  Dudley 
Sherman,  Austin 
Spencer,  Wm.  A. 
Sturges,  Jonathan 
Styrvent,  Grerard 
Talbot,  Chas.  N. 
Titus,  Jas.  H. 
Townsend,  S.  P. 
Tremble,  George 
Van  Nest,  Abraham 
Yannostrand,  James 
Van  Rensselaer,  P.  S. 
Van  Rensselaer,  .P.  S.,  Jr. 
Walker,  W. 
Wards,  A. 
Wetmore,  P.  M. 
White,  Ely 
Whitney,  Wm.  E. 
Winthrop,  fe.  R. 
Wilderming,  Wm.  E. 
Willetts,  Samuel 
Wolfe,  John  D. 
Woolsey,  E.  J. 


Phalon,  J. 
Salisbury^  Herkimer  county ^  JVew-York. — Burrell,  D. 
Brooklyn,  Long  Island. — Packer,  Wm.  S. 
Poughkeepsiej  JfeuhYork. — Vassar,  M. 

Waterburyj  Connecticut. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Ark.        Rev.  Mr.  Elliott. 

Merriden,  Connecticut. — Rev.  Mr.  Searles. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  DONATIONS, 

From  January  \$t^  1854,  to  December  Zlst^  1864. 

JANUARY. 

George  Douglass, $26  00 

Daniel  Mersereau, -    lo  00 

Edward  J.  Woolsey , 50  oo 

Marcena  Munson, 10  oo 

J.  Dessoir, , 5  00 

B-H., 1  00 

Reuben  Lovejoy, . : 5  00 

C.  Llnherr, 1  00 

C.  Marvedei, 50 

J.Walker,. 1  00 

Casli,(C.B.) J  00 

J.  R.  Jaffray  &  Sons, 25  00 

Lottimer,  Large,  EUery  &  Co., 10  00 

Pierson  &  Co., * ^. 5  00 

L.  Delmonico, • ,     . ,  5  OO 

James  Cruikshank, 5  00 

W.  W.  S., 5  00 

Joseph  Fisher, 5  0© 

Edwin  Hoyt, 5  oo 

W.6.  L., 100 

E.  Cazet, 5  Oo 

Henry  Leger, ,  5  OO 

Salomon  Kohnstammy \  5  qq 

Meeker,  Herbert  &  Perkins, 5  qq 

Charles  Ely, 5  00 

Cash,  (Otto,) 2  00 

Gilbert  C.  Ward, 5  qq 

Lewis  &  Son, 5  qq 

A.  H.  &Co., ...  5  00 

Smith,  Day  &  Eddy, 5  Oo 

A  friend,        ^.,  50 

Sundry  items  of  cash,  $5,  $3,  $1,  |3,|l,|l,$l, 15  00 

1288  00 
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A.  A.  AlTord, |10  00 

Libby  &  Whitney, 5  OO 

Hanford&Co., S  00 

C.  S.  Francis, S  oo 

Bourry,  d'lvemois  &  Co., 10  00 

lohD  G.  Wyman, 5  00 

Ball,  Black  fc  Co., 5  00 

J.  VanBuren, 6  00 

Bushton,  Clark  &  Co., 5  00 

r.  Cottenet  &  Atherton, 10  00 

James  G.  Dale, 6  00 

G.  G.  Haydock,.... 6  00 

Hendricks  Brothers, .' 10  00 

Josiah  Lane, 6  00 

F.Victor  &  Achelis, 5  00 

Wllmerding,  Houget  &  Hambert, . : 6  00 

Spies,  Christ  &:  Co  , 5  00 

0.  J.  &  F.  W.  CoggUl, 5O0 

Oetrlchs  i  Co., &  00 

James  Owen, IS  00 

A.  Iselin  &  Co., 10  00 

Richard  Haydock :.  S  00 

Escher  &  Riiscb, 5  00 

Paasarant  &  Co., B  00 

Alfred  Barratt, . , fi  00 

John  Slade, .• 3  00 

Solomon  &  Hart,    5  00 

L.  H.  Meyer, &  00 

H.  W.  T.  Mali, B  00 

Decoppet  &  Co. , 5  00 

Mitchell  &  Pott, 5  00 

Geoi^e  E.  Stone, 5  00 

Cash,  (Curtis,) '     1  00 

H.  C.  De  Bhani, S  00 

£.  C.  LitchBeld, 10  00 

F.  S.  Littl^ohn, 5  OO 


4».]  It 

dore  Perry, .' $5  00- 

cnaequin  &  Co.,  

D3rDbtiiaiiii&  Co., 

.  Schulten&  Hard, 

&  Muukfltrick, 

n&D  k  Collins, 

BT  &  Riera, • .... 

dore  W.  Riley, 

S.,    

Ik  &  Coulter, 

:.G., 

R.  R.  Graves, 

S., 

Schieffelin, ; 

geD.  Morgan, 

irl  Brown, 

.  Morgan, « 

Collins, 

sU&Co., 

eh  &  Schepeler, 

ehljk,  Wesendonck  &.  Co., 

naier  Brothers, 

tman  Brothers, 

Iradford, 

Merian, 

bell  t  Pattee, 

port,  Blakeman  k  Law, 

herman, ' 

D  k  Co., 

Bd  Edwards, ', 

raoD  k  Humphrey, 

M  \eweler  &  Sons, 

,,  (Dtfprest,) 

,,{R.  W.  T.,) .' 

i,$3,tl, 

1407  00 


i  00 

6  00 

5  00 

6  00 

10  00 

10  00 

(  00 

300 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

6  00 

S  00 

6  00 

10  00 

10  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

li  00 

5  00 

i  00 

6  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  OO 

5  00 

5  00 

1  00 

1  00 

4  00 
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8.  J.  Beebee, 910  00 

Edward  Bridge, S  00 

J.  8.  Burnet  &  Co., 5  00 

John  R.  Sears, 3  00 

Xoha  ThompsoD, 6  00 

James  Aekerman, 5  00 

J.  &  A.  Petrie&Co., 10  00 

S.  A.  ^Co., &  00 

Caiy  &Co, 20  00 

H.  Coer, ....  [i  00 

Wm.  Huh!, 3  00 

M.  Haper, 1  00 

Bocksrell,  Winston&Co., 3  00 

William  Douglass, 25  00 

James  Boorman, SfJ  00 

Kichard  Irdn,. 10  00 

James  Warren, 3  00 

F.  Brown, 8  00 

Cyrus  W.  Field, 6  00 

Pattesoii  Adams  &  Co., 10  00 

Harper  &  Co., 5  00 

David  Culver, I  OO' 

B.  Blanco, 25  00 

R.Palanca, 6  00 

At^ust  Belmont, 10  00 

Joseph  W.  Alsop, 10  00 

J.  C.  Zimmerman, &  00 

Carlile  &  Zimmerman, 5  00 

J.  M.  Emerson  &  Co., 5  00 

William  Selpho, .  2  00 

JacobBadger, 10  00 

William  Kembie, 10-00 

William  Borden, 5  00 

B.  Easterson, ' 8  00 

Mr.  StoughtoD, 5  00 

Cash,  #5,11, 6  00 

1266  00 


1(*.I4>.]  IB  , 

APKIL. 

mHdell.Plersou&Co.,  IS  0» 

A.  Unmre  ft  Ca., 5  00 

e.Toung BOO 

Frederick  Cook B  00 

Thomas  ColtoD BOO 

James  Brown, SB  00 

Mr.  Richards, B  00 

Mills  *  Cronmelln BOO 

O.  Bnshnell,  .  .r BOO 

M.B.  Bryant B  00 

A.  Woodruff, B  00 

B.  LoTcJoy B  00 

Ahram  T.  JohnsoD BOO 

George  BuIpiD BOO 

8,  L.  L >  00 

Sohlesinger  &  AndreseD, B  00 

r.H.Hodgcs BOO 

Hearn  Brothers 8  00 

Arnold,  Coastable  &  Co. B  00 

B.R   Hcllvaise, BOO 

Charles  0.  Conor, BOO 

Tappan  &  Co., BOO 

W.T.  S., 8  00 

P.J.Stryker 8  00 

Bell&Bansom BOO 

J.  M.  Beebee,  Morgan  &  Co., BOO 

Andrev  EgglestdD 100 

P.  S.  Van  Bensselaer 8B  00 

LewlsM.  Rutherford, 10  00 

G«rard  Stuyvesant B  00 

GuhliiseveraIllems,tl,tl,|l,t2,tS,|I,t3,$l,..  18  00 

(193  00 

MiT. 

L.  P.Hawes, |10  OO 

6«orge  Brodle, B  00 

Thomaa  Prosper  &  Son, 3'00 

Monn  Brothers, 10  00 


18'  IAmkmh,t 

Uariet  Robert, |5  00 

8^  EolkiistaUBi, 6  00 

■  ■      4 

|38  OO 

John  Heckerj #20  00 

B.  Tatham, 20  00 

Cash, 20  00 

W.  P.  MoU, ; 10  00 

W.Wood, ,  S  flO 

XamesH.  Titus, 20  00 

JohaStaDton  Gould, &  00 

»I00  00 

October. 

Naylorft  Co. »25  00 

Robert  Ray, 20  00 

Goodhue  &  Co., 20  00 

Olyphant  &  Sons, 20  00 

Robert  B.  Mifltura, 20  00 

Richard  Irvin, 10  00 

W.H.Halsey, 5  00 

George  T.Trimble, 20  00 

James  BrowD, 25  00 

W.  Oothout, 10  00 

Shepherd  Knapp, 6  00 

$180  00 

iVoVEHBES. 

Stephen  Cutter, 26  00 

Eleazer  Parmly, 25  00 

Anthony  Barclay  (British  Consul], 10  00 

P.  A.  Schumacher  (Liebec  Consul), 5  00 

J.  W.  Schmidt  (OMenburgh  &  Switzerland  Consul),.  6  00 

C.  F.  Loosey  (Christian  Consul), 5  00 

P.  Karch  (Hamburg Consul), .<.  6  00 

B.  P.  Butter, 10  00 

Samael  WlUelts,. 60  <M 


Ho.  U».]  IT 

Ames  Lenox 1100  00 

AFilend, 5  00 

John  Gihon, 10  00 

L.  F.  Deagaoiere, 5  00 

A.  Nolrle, 10  00 

Beebee&Co. 25  00 

JosephFowler 3  00 

tST8  00 

,  Decembbb. 

W.  Wlblo, (4  OH 

W.Kemble, S  60 

B.  H.  Wlnslon, as  OO 

C.  W.  EUlolt, 10  00 

James  Owen, 10  00 

Cub S5 

J.  1.  S., 6  00 

B.A.S., 6  00 

0.  S.  FrsDcis 6  00 

John  AUeD, BOO 

Hendrick  Brothers 6  00 

Qoorge  Bruce, 25  00 

tlOl  75 

Total  donattons  for  1854 (1,802  75 
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TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  (he  ExeeuUre  Comaiittce  of  the  Prison  AssoctoUom  ef 

New-York. 

Ten  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  organfaeation  of  die  Pri* 
«on  Association. 

Previoas  to  that  event,  what  had  been  done  witkin  our  State 
for  the  reclamation  and  care  of  those  who  became  amenable  to 
the  penalty  of  the  law,  was  the  work  of  benevolent  indlvidoalai 
acting  with  especial  reference  to  particular  cases,  providentiallj 
liroaght  to  their  notice.  There  was  no  organized  sjstematia 
method  of  reaching  the  convict  with  elevating  remedial  in- 
flnences.  The  dnty  of  society  was  held  to  be  discharged  when 
the  culprit  was  incarcerated^  and  subjected  to  the  intra-mural 
discipline  prescribed  by  the  statute.  His  term  of  c(mfinement 
Glided,  he  owed  society  nodiing,  and  society  owed  him  no  moreu 
His  exit  from  prison  was  In  the  nature  of  a  mutual  release. 

And  so  it  was  also  in  relation  to  the  forms  of  law,  and  its  ad- 
ministrators. Its  processes  were  held  to  be  about  perfect,  and  its 
^administrators  not  far  from  immaculate.  How  many  innocent 
men  were  thus  consigned  to  a  theoretically  Just  ponishmeati  the 
day  that  reveals  all  secrets  alone  will  disclose. 

For  a  few  years  previoas  to  1844,  however,  there  was  a  gradual 
awakening  of  observant  and  thoughtful  men  to  the  possible  exist- 
ence of  imperfections  both  in  the  legal  machine  and  its  engineers. 
As  is  not  unusual  in  other  great  moral  reforms,  it  was  soon  found 
that  different  minds  were  at  work  on  the  same  subject,  unknown 
to  each  other,  and  in  different  spheres  of  observation.  Whilst 
gentlemen,  officially  connected  with  our  State  prisons,  were  forced 
U  their  position  itself  to  Inquire  what  could  he  done  to  screen 
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the  unfortunate  and  the  guiltless  from  undeserved  incarcerationr 
and  to  save  the  discharged  prisoner  from  relapsing  into  erime^ 
the  humble  Sabbath  school  teachers  who  visited  our  penitentiaries 
were  as  anxiously  asking  the  same  questions,  especially  with  re- 
ference to  those  whom  they  believed  to  be  penitent.  The  forma- 
tion of  the  Prison  Association  was  the  providential  solution  of  the 
difficulty  with  them  both. 

The  chief  object  primarily  contemplated  by  its  founders  wat 
encouragement  and.  assistance  to  the  convict  on  his  return  to  the 
ordinary  associations  of  life.  They  wisely  thought— differing  in 
this  from  the  crude  and  cruel  sentiment  that  too  generally  pre- 
vailed in  the  community — that  the  convict  was  a  man  still,  and, 
like  other  men,  reclaimable  to  virtue  by  right  appeals  to  his 
moral  sense,  and  by  a  proper  manifestation  of  interest  in  his  per^ 
sonal  welfare.  And  although  the  constitution  of  the  Association, 
as  originally  planned,  provided  likewise  for  attention  to  the  gene- 
ral subjects  of  detention  and  prison  discipline,  yet  the  chief  action 
of  the  executive  committee  for  some  time  was  with  reference  to 
discharged  convicts.  But  the  liberal  character  of  the  charter, 
passed  in  1846,  led  the  committee  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  their 
faibors.  More  attention  ^as  piud  to  the  circumstances  of  detained 
persons,  with  a  view  to  their  protection  against  the-  arts  of  mali- 
cious prosecutors,  to  the  assertion  of  their  rights  whilst  in  con* 
finement,  and  to  impartial  and  deliberate  trial.  At  the  saine  time 
the  committee  entered  vigorously  on  the  work  of  examining  thi^ 
State  and  county  prisons. 

Indeed,  the  very  first  examination  of  Sing  Sing  prison  was  » 
vigorous  and  thorough,  that  it  has  proved  to  be,  thus  far,  out 
last.  This  inspection  was  made  in  1846,  and  our  report  of  that 
year  startled  the  prison  authorities  to  the  exceeding  Inconveni* 
•nee  of  the  existence  of  a  supervisory  power,  whose  only  concern 
was  to  see  how  and  what  things  were  done  by  them,  and  to  teB 
Legislature  and  the  people  the  precise  truth. 

In  1847,  on  applying  to  the  Warden  of  Sing  Sing  prison  for  ad* 
Biission  to  the  prison,  and  for  opportunity  to  make  our  examinsr 
lionsi  pursuant  to  the  requisitions  of  our  charter,  we  wer» 
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peremptorily  refased.  So  alarmed  irere  the  Inspectors  at  the 
possibility  of  the  Association  obtaining  access  to  the  arcana  of  the 
prison  house,  that  they  attempted,  at  the  extra  session  of  the  Le* 
gislature  in  1847,  to  obtain  a  modification  of  our  charter,  subject- 
tng  us  to  the  direction  of  the  Inspectors  in  our  examinationa. 
The  bill,  as  prepared  by  them,  even  passed  the  Senate,  but  it  was 
met  in  the  Assembly  by  sucli  an  expose  of  the  management  of  the 
Inspectors,  as  served  efifectually  to  arrest  it.  Not  content  with 
this  defeat,  the  Inspectors,  in  the  report  to  the  Legislature  for 
1848,  indulged  in  language  respecting  the  members  of  the  execu- 
tive committee,  of  a  character  evidently  showing  that  personal 
feeling  and  interested  motive  entered  largely  into  their  repug- 
xmnce  to  our  investigations.  In  our  report,  made  to  the  Assem- 
bly March,  1851,  (Ass.  Doc.  120,)  we  reviewed  this  whole  con- 
troversy ;  and  again,  in  1852,  (Ass.  Doc.  123,)  we  were  compelled 
to  refute  anew  the  unjustifiable  attacks  of  the  Inspectors;  repeated 
in  their  report  for  1851,  (Senate  Doc.  35,  for  1852.) 

In  our  Report  for  1851  (Assembly  Doc.  120)  we  remarked: 
*<(  Nor  will  the  Legislature  fail  to  observe  what  is  liable  to  be,  if 
not  what  has  been,  the  ease  with  which  the  present  system  may 
be  perverted  to  the  perpetration  and  concealment  of  evils.    It  re- 
quires but  an  understanding  between  the  Inspectors  and  the  war- 
dens, with  the  usual  external  influences,  for  one  to  pass  into  the 
office  of  the  other;  and  by  this  interchange  of  positions  and  op- 
portunities, the  frauds  or  cruelties  of  the  subordinates  are,  from 
sympathy  or  interest,  connived  at ;  the  penal  institutions  of  the 
State,  with  their  inmates  unfortunately  numbered  by  thousandsii 
«nd  their  exchequer  swelling  up  its  annual  amount  of  receipts 
and  disbursements  to  at  least  a  half  million  of  dollars,  may  be- 
4X>me  the  sport  of  unprincipled  and  unfeeling  men.    We  do  nol 
«ay  that  such  is  already  the  case ;  but  we  do  aver  that  without  a 
constant,  fearless  and  intelligent  oversight  of  all  concerned  in  the 
Administration  of  prison  affairs,  such  evils  will  be  likely  to  oeoor; 
and  further,  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  an  investigation  into  the 
secret  history  of  Sing  Sing  prison  for  the  last  three  years  would 
demonstrate  the  correctness  of  our  surmises  as  to  their  existence, 
te  a  greater  or  less  extent,  for  this  entire  period." 


Tbe  Beport  of  fhe  Oommissioiiera  appointed  to  inTtnligato  tike 
ftcttakfy  Affiiifs  of  the  sewcal  State  piliona,  transmiitted  to  tiir 
preseM  Legislature,  Jumary  29,  1855  T Assembly  Doc.  No.  60)^ 
dhows  iDoontroyertibly^  not  only  the  eonrectnesa  of  these  fnf- 
sisea,  b«i  tbe  true  reasons — only  in  part,  howeytsr — for  the  bai- 
ting 6f  tbe  doors  against  us.  Had  tbe  CSommlssioners  been  eni' 
yo^vvwed  to  inyestigate  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  as  well  as  their 
■Mwey  GOiDcerns,  we  cannot  doubt  that  equ»lly  cogent  reasons 
vottUl  have  been  found  for  excluding  the  Aasociation  from  tha 
ferfoKnance  of  Us  d  utiea. 

We  should  not  again  have  brought  this  controversy  to  the  no- 
flee  of  the  Legislature,  but  for  the  extraordinaiy  protest  which 
we  find  recorded  on  pages  233  and  234  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners above  alluded  to,  made  to  the  present  Legislatnre 
(Assembly  Doc.  No.  60,  for  18&5).  Startling  as  are  the  exposures 
of  fraud  made  by  the  Commissioners,  even  more  grave  and  wor- 
thy of  the  notice  of  the  Legislature  are  the  assumptions  of  thia 
protest  of  the  Inspectors^ 

This  protest — ^for  such  it  i»,  most  truly — la  called  <<  Order  of 
Inspectors  relative  to  Commissioners,"  and  was  adopted  at  a 
veeiing  of  the  Inspectors  at  Clinton  prison,  April  25, 1854 — ^pra- 
wnt,  Messrs.  Storms,  Kirlipatrick  and  Clark,  Mr.  KirkpairUk 
^9^ing  in  the  negative.  They  commence  with  a  recital  of  the  act 
iippointing  the  Commissioners,  the  clause  in  the  constitution  pro* 
idding  for  the  election  of  Inspectors  and  defining  their  duties, fol* 
lowed  by  an  extract  from  the  general  act  of  1847  relative  to  prl- 
«otts.  They  then  venture  to  pronounce  the  act  of  the  Legislatue 
<<  unnecessary,  and  in  some  of  its  provisions  calculatod  to  takr 
from  the  Inspectors  the  powers,  authority  and  duties  conferMd 
«pon  them  by  the  constitution  and  laws."  Equally  noticeabla  la 
Iheir  Jealous  vigilance  as  to  <<  the  possibllf  ty  of  the  Commissk>Dert 
being  composed  of  such  persons  as  might,  in  performing  tlieir 
dflties  under  the  act,  claim  or  assume  powers,  duties  nnd  rights 
i>y  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  1847  only  conferred  upon  the 
Inspectors  of  State  prisons."  It  would  almost  seem  that  this  ftar 
cf  the  intrusion  of  improper  examiners  into  the  prisons  is  heredi- 
laiy  in  the  Board  of  Inspectors.    In  1847,  the  Inspeatoxa^rla  tliiir 


•nnaal  lepoM,  endeavored  to  arouse  the  Legislatore  to  tlie  neees- 
lity  of  a  eartaUment  of  the  powers  of  the  Assooiation,  by  suggest 
ing  that  discharged  convicts  might  be  received  into  its  member* 
ehipi  and  that  lawyers  might  seek  a  connection  with  it  to  enable 
them  to  drive  a  profitable  business  in  pardons  I  The  same  feat 
DOW  seems  to  exist  in  regard  to  special  legislative  commissions. 

• 

»  The  protest  proceeds,  however,  to  say,  that  to  enable  the  In- 
spectors to  preserve  <<  the  respect  due  to  them  as  officers  possess^ 
Ing  superior  powers,  and  clothed  with  superior  authority,"  theg 
i^rder  tliat  the  Ck>mmissioners  be  allowed  to  examine  the  books 
and  papers,  and  <^  to  converse  with  the  convicts  in  presence  of  the 
agent  and  warden,  principal  keeper  or  guard." 

So  the  Commissioners  were  admitted  into  the  prison,  not  by 
virtue  of  their  appointment  iinder  the  act  of  the  Legislaturoi  but 
by  the  special  grace  of  the  Inspectors. 

• 

The  positions  assumed  by  the  Inspectors  are  deserving  of  the 
most  serious  attention.  If  these  positions  are  correct,  they  have 
absolute  and  entire  control  of  the  prisons,  with  little  or  no  re- 
sponsibility to  any  one.  To  whom,  indeed,  could  they  be  made 
amenable?  Before  the  Judicial  authority  they  could  only  be  ar* 
ralgned  on  the  allegation  of  Grimes,the  proof  of  which  is  in  theirowa 
possession.  If  investigation  be  instituted  by  the  executive  power 
<si  the  State  on  the  charge  of  malfeasance  in  office,  the  evidence 
oTlhat  malfeasance  they  may  not  suffer  to  come  to  the  light  The 
Prison  Association,  the  chartered  standing  Agent  of  the  State^ 
one  chief  object  of  whose  corporate  existence  is  the  investigation 
of  the  condition  and  management  of  the  prisons,  they  turn  fiom 
Aeir  doors.  A  commission  instituted  by  special  act  of  the  L^gia- 
lature  they  admit  to  the  performance  of  its  duties,  first  carefoUy 
eeallng  the  lips  of  witnesses.  And  their  justification  for  this  dt- 
flant  attitude  against  both  the  Legislative  and  Executive  power 
of  the  Commonwealth  they  profess  to  find  in  the  4th  section  of 
the  6th  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  that  there 
•ball  be  chosen  by  the  people  three  Inspectors  of  Prisons,  who 
ihall  have  <^  the  charge  and  superintendence  of  the  Prisons  of 
tte  SUte."    And  this  is  their  only  and  all  their  justification. 
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This  Association  endeavored  to  direct  the  attention  both  of  the 
public  and  the  constituted  authorities  to  the  assumptions  of  the 
Inspectors,  when  such  attention  might  have  averted  the  pecula- 
,  tions  and  frauds  which  are  now  blazoned  forth  to  the  world  by 
the  Legislature  itself.  But  our  representations,  arguments  and 
remonstrances,  were  alike  unheeded ;  and  as  we  continued  them 
in  our  reports  from  year  to  year,  the  only  evidence  that  they 
were  noticed  was,  perchance,  an  editorial  paragraph  to  the  effect  * 
that  ^'  the  Association  does  not  seem  to  be  in  favor  of  the  Inspec- 
tors." It  is  in  no  boastful  spirit  that  we  point  to  the  Report  of 
the  Special  Commission  appointed  last  year,  as  proof  past  gain- 
saying of  the  correctness  of  the  positions  assumed  by  us.  If  the 
effect  of  that  Report,  and  of  this  reference  to  it,  be  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the  people  to  the  institution 
of  proper  safeguards  against  similar  shameful  doings  hereafter, 
our  end  will  have  been  attained. 

In  this  connection  we  must  invite  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
lature  particularly  to  that  part  of  the  protest  of  the  Inspectors 
which  insists  on  their  intercourse  with  the  prisoners  being  under 
the  observation  of  one  of  the  officers;  even  empowering  the 
officer  to  forbid  any  conversation  or' intercourse  with  the  convicts, 
which,  according  to  his  judgment,  might  interfere  with  the  estal>- 
lished  dicipline.  In  other  words,  if  a  convict  were  to  complain 
of  his  fare  or  treatment,  he  would  be  at  once  silenced ;  and  thus, 
tiie  very  suggestions  which  might  lead  to  a  course  of  inquiry,  ex- 
posing cruelty  and  neglect,  would  be  suppressed.  On  this  sub* 
'  Ject,  we  quote  from  our  Sixth  Report  (Assembly  Doc.  No..  120, 
for  1851.): — ^' Since  the  prisons  passed  under  the  control  of  the 
Board  of  Inspectors,  elected  under  the  provisions  of  the  State 
Constitution  of  1846,  our  demands  for  a  full  investigation  of  Sing 
Sing  Prison  have  been  steadily  refused.  The  offer  has,  indeedi 
been  made  to  exhibit  the  books,  and  to  allow  us  to  converse  with 
the  prisoners  in  the  presence  of  a  keeper.  Apart  from  the  fact 
that  this  restriction  is  contrary  to  the  statute,  it  would  effectually 
thwart  the  whole  objects  of  our  investigation.  The  prisoner  daie 
act  disclose  all  his  knowledge  and  tell  all  his  grievances  beibre  a 
keeper.    The  very  cruelty  and  oppression  of  which  he  might 
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have  been  the  victim)  would  visit  him  with  a  veDgefal  weight  for 
his  disclosures.  In  his  keeper's  presence,  therefore,  his  mouth  is 
sealed ;  or  rather,  by  the  hope  of  favors  and  indulgences,  he  is 
tempted  to  conceal  or  gloss  over  unpalatable  truth. 

This  testimony  of  prisoners  is  important  in  itself;  but  when 
corroborated  by  numerous  and  independent  examinations,  and 
there  has  been  no  opportunity  for  collusion,  as  the  authorities 
well  know,  it  may  be  received  as  substantially  true.  Under  such 
circumstances,  men,  however  depraved,  cannot  agree  in  the  rela- 
tion of  a  fact,  unless  it  have  truth  for  its  foundation.  But  it  is, 
perhaps,  even  more  important,  as  furnishing  a  clue  for  the  exa- 
mination of  keepers  themselves,  and  of  others  who  may  have 
been  witnesses  or  participators  in  the  alleged  occurrences. 

"  How  else  can  we  discover  abuses  1  Fallible  humanity  does 
not,  except  under  the  goadings  of  conscience,  the  promptings  of 
interest,  the  compulsion  of  power,  or  the  recklessness  of  an  ut- 
terly depraved  heart,  tell  of  its  wrong  doings.  An  officer,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  expected  voluntarily  to  bear  witness  against  him- 
self.   Nor  dare  he  bear  witness  against  his  associates  in  office." 

In  the  same  report  is  a  letter  from  Judge  Edmonds,  in  which, 
alluding  to  the  same  subject,  he  says : 

<<  One  of  the  most  valuable  features  attending  the  inspections 
by  the  Association,  and  it  is  one  which  never  attends  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  public  officers,  is  the  personal  examination  of  each 
prisoner,  which  the  Association  always  exacted  of  its  committees 
of  examination.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to*convey  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  irksomeness  and  pain  of  executing  this  task,  in  such 
a  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  discipline  or  the  labor  of 
the  prisons.  I  have  myself  stood,  day  after  day,  for  hours  at  a 
time,  at  the  doors  of  'he  cells  of  the  prisoners,  listening  to  the 
details  of  human  depravity  and  human  suffering,  until  the  sick 
ness  of  the  heart  was  even  more  intolerable  than  the  weariness  of 
the  body.  Still  it  was  a  duty  which  our  experience  told  us  ought 
not  to  he  omitted,  and  which  our  Association  ligidly  exacted  from 
those  upon  whom  they  devolved  the  duty  of  examination. 
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We,  of  cimne,  wen  not  nnawacM  of  tlie  dttoger  vUeh  attaikM 
these  examinations.  The  fear  of  the  officers  of  the  prisons  ofln 
sealed  the  months  of  the  prisoners — and  it  was  not  nntil  we  hid 
gained  their  confidence  that  they  wonld  speak  freely  to  ns;  and^ 
when  they  did,  we  were  also  aware  that  the  commnnications  wv 
received  came  from  men  too  depraved  to  estimate  the  obligatloBi 
of  truth,  and  sometimes  from  men  who  were  full  of  hatred  to- 
wards those  whose  duty  it  was  to  restrain  their  evil  passions  and 
vicious  conduct  within  due  bounds.  We,  therefore,  knew  how 
much  allowance  to  make,  and  what  credit  to  give  their  state* 
ments. 

We  found  a  universal  law  prevailing  among  the  officers  of  the 
prisons,  that  the  word  of  a  prisoner  must  not  be  taken  for  any* 
thing.  Yet  we  found  those  officers  taking  it  every  day,  and  in 
all  the  alBEairs  of  the  prisons;  we  found  that  the  law  had  made 
tl^eir  testimony  good,  in  certain  cases,  even  when  in  i>rison;  w« 
found  the  Governor  often  pardoning  them,  that  they  might  be 
witnesses;  and  we  found  that  from  their  statements  we  often  ol^* 
tained  clues  to  abuses,  which  enabled  us  to  trace  them  out  and 
ascertain  their  existence  by  irrefragable  testimony. 

We  found  more.  We  found  that  it  was  absolutely  necessaiy 
that  we  should  obtain  their  statements,  because  to  the  world  at 
large  all  within  the  walls  was  darkness  and  secrecy,  and  (koBi 
that  source  no  testimony  could  be  obtained,  and  from  the  offioeis 
we  could  not  easily  procure  the  knowledge  of  their  own  miaeoih 
duct." 

It  were  easy  to  establish  these  positions  by  numerous  fhets 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Association,  both  directly  and 
indirectly.  But  the  correctness  of  our  positions  must  be  so  mant> 
fest  to  every  unprejudiced  mind  that  we  deem  it  unnecessary. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  proper  to  notice  one  other  pretence 
heretofore  put  forth  by  the  Inspectors,  in  justification  of  their 
refusal  of  our  examinations.  It  is  that  our  charter  was  granted 
l>efore  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  and  the  enact m«it  of 
the  general  prison  act  of  1817.  Considering  that  there  is  nothing 
either  in  the  Constitution  or  act,  Invalidating  or  superceding  tfaa 


ffoviflfoia  of  otur  diart^r,  It  might  seem  lumeeesanry  again  to 
legislate  on  the  autyeet.  It  may  be,  however,  that  an  aet 
deelaratoiy  of  the  present  binding  force  of  these  provisional 
vonld  at  least  fitoilitate  a  settlement  of  the  question  whether  the 
IiCgialatore  have  any  rights  left  in  the  matter  of  inspecting  the 
pdaons  of  Uie  State,  their  govemmenti  discipline  and  finanoeSL 
Itf  after  such  an  act,  the  Inspectors  should  continue,  contiuna* 
donsly,  to  forbad  all  examinations  save  their  own,  the  way  would 
then  be  clear  for  a  judicial  determination  of  the  question;  and  if 
U  were  then  found  that  the  language  of  the  Constitution  is  so  inr 
cautiously  framed  as  to  warrant  the  construction  of  tlie  Ift- 
spectors,  every  feeling  of  humanity,  as  well  as  every  dictate  of 
sound  policy,  would  demand  an  immediate  appeal  to  the  people 
Ibr  an  amendment  that  would  restore  to  the  law  making  power  its 
rightful  control  over  the  penal  institutions  of  the  State. 

It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  the  Association  that  the  com- 
aiittee  of  the  Legislature,  appointed  in  1851,  in  their  report  made 
to  the  Legislature  of  1852,  (Assembly  Doc.  No.  20,)  on  <<  the  fiscal 
aflairs,  general  management  and  discipline  of  the  different  State 
Prisons,"  after  full  and  impartial  inquiries  as  to  the  influence  of 
the  Association,  and  the  labor  performed  by  its  members,  felt 
themselves  called  on  to  say :  <<  Much  good  might  have  been  done 
If  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  May  9, 1846,  had  not  been 
practically  nullified  by  the  Inspectors.  That  law  provided  for 
an  annual  inspection  of  the  State  Prisons,  under  the  directions  of 
the  Chancellor,  or  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  a  Circuit 
Judge^  by  members  of  the  ^  Prison  Association '  thereby  incor- 
porated, and  directed  them  to  ^  annually  report  to  the  Legislature 
their  state  and  condition,  and  all  such  other  things  in  regard  to 
them  as  may  enable  the  Legislature  to  perfect  their  government 
and  discipline.' 

That  law  was  for  a  while  faithfully  executed,  and  several  re- 
ports were  made  to  the  Legislature,  replete  with  valuable  in* 
formation,  which  had  never  before  been  obtainedy  in  respect  to  the 
iDorkings  of  our  penitentiary  system.  The  inspections  were  made 
})j  persons  of  high  standing,  over  whom  neither  contractors  nor 
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oflELcers  could  exert  any  inflaence,  and  a  most  salutary  inflaenes 
was  produced  by  the  constant  apprehension  of  an  inspection, 
which  no  acts  of  theirs  could  color  or  affect.  Facts  of  much  im- 
portance thus  found  their  way  to  the  ear  of  the  Legislatuife,  whid 
were  not  found  in  the  reports  of  the  Inspectors.  But  in  1848  the 
Inspectors  adopted  a  regulation  which  allowed  those  inspections 
only  upon  conditions  which  would  render  them  utterly  yaluelesf, 
namely,  that  they  should  be  conducted  only  in  the  presence  of 
some  officer  of  the  prisons,  to  be  selected  by  the  Inspectors,  and 
thus  closing  the  door  to  the  reception  of  information  which  could 
not  be  asked  or  expected,  under  such  penalties  as  the  Inspecton 
might  inflict  on  those  who  gave  it." 

So  convinced,  indeed,  were  the  committee  of  the  importance  of 
a  renewal  of  our  inspections,  that  they  subsequently  add  :  ^  Pe^ 
haps  if  the  Legislature  should  peremptorily  require  these  inspec- 
tions to  be  made,  and  provide  for  the  actual  expense  of  maldng 
them,  some,  if  not  all  the  evils  alluded  to" — to  wit,  those  whieh 
had  been  enumerated  in  their  report— ^<  would  be  remedied.  It 
is  quite  certain  that  if  they  were  continued  much  valuable  in£»- 
mation  might  be  obtained;  which  otherwise  would  be  lost." 

This  last  suggestion  by  a  committee  of  the  members  of  a  for- 
mer Legislature  is  eminently  proper.  Besides  the  inspection  of 
prisons,  the  Association  are  at  worl^  indefatigably  in  the  endea- 
vor to  prevent  and  correct  the  manifold  abuses  which  occur  al- 
most daily  in  the  administration  of  criminal  justice  in  the  citiei 
of  New- York  and  Brooklyn — embracing,  it  will  be  remembered, 
about  one-fourth  part  of  the  population  of  the  State — and  in  the 
relief  of  convicts  discharged  not  only  from  the  city,  but  the  State 
prisons. 

These  departments  of  our  labors  absorb  all  the  funds  we  can 
with  diligence  collect  from  the  benevolent  amongst  our  fellow 
citizens.  And,  indeed,  the  executive  committee  is  almost  con- 
stantly straightened  in  this  work  by  the  want  of  means.  Butfi>r 
this,  our  usefulness  could  be  very  greatly  extended.  We  are  com- 
pelled, tlierefi)re,  to  restiict  ourselves  to  such  work  as  we  canao- 
compllsh  without  incurring  debt — and  reproach.  Having  already 
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appealed  to  the  present  Legislature  for  aid,  we  need  not  here  re- 
new the  statements  which  are  set  forth  in  our  memorial. 

The  expense  of  all  the  inspections,  both  of  State  and  county 
prisons,  made  since  the  organization  of  the  Association,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  have  been  borne  by  the  members  of  the  executive 
committee  personally.  They  have  given  not  only  their  time,  but 
their  money,  to  this  work ;  and  they  have  done  it  willingly.  Nor 
do  we  speak  of  it  boastingly ,  but  simply  to  show  to  the  Legisla- 
ture the  justice  of  the  request  we  now  respectfully  make,  for  the 
payment  of  the  actual  expenses  incurred  in  our  inspections  of 
prisons.  And  we  should,  indeed,  be  greatly  pleased  were  the  Le- 
gislature, with  this  appropriation,  to  ^<  require  peremptorily" — to 
use  the  language  of  the  legislative  committee  of  1851 — that  during 
the  present  year  the  Association  inspect  and  examine  all  the  pri- 
sons, both  local  and  general,  of  the  State,  and  report  their  condi- 
tion and  management  to  the  next  Legislature. 

We  do  not  propose  in  this  report  remarking  on  the  general  sub- 
ject of  prison  discipline.  Not  only  in.our  last  report  (for  1854), 
bat  in  almost  all  our  former  reports,  we  have  made  this  the  sub- 
ject of  extended  discussion,  with  reference  both  to  houses  of  de< 
tention  and  penitentiaries  proper. 

These  endeavors  to  draw  attention  to  this  subject,  we  fear,  have 
accomplished  but  little  in  our  own  State,  although  we  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  in  other  States  and  countries  they 
have  not  been  unappreciated. 

It  is  a  deep-rooted  conviction  with  the  members  of  our  execu- 
tive committee,  that  the  advanced  state  of  the  science  of  penology, 
the  experiments  and  successes  of  other  governments  in  the  treat- 
ment of  criminals,  the  increasing  light  and  intelligence  amongst 
our  own  people,  the  duty  we  owe  to  each  other  as  members  of  a 
self-governing  commonwealth,  our  obligations  to  the  frail  and  the 
ftUen  of  our  own  household — all  demand  a  thorough  and  system- 
atic examination  of  all  our  prisons,  prison  systems  and  criminal 
laws,  with  a  view  to  such  changes  as  will  bring  ns  abreast  with 
the  times.    This  could  be  done  by  the  Prison  Association,  and  it 


would  be  a  <<  labor  of  Iof«^  to  Its  meniben.  Bat  if  the  Legi8te> 
tare  should  conceive  this  to  be  a  work  of  too  much  importance  t$ 
be  entrusted  to  individuals  not  of  its  own  special  selection,  then 
we  would  suggest  the  appointment  of  a  commission,  to  consist  of 
three  or  five  gentlemen,  chosen  with  particular  regard  to  their 
qualifications  fbr  the  worlc,  whose  duty  it  should  be  made  tho- 
roughly to  examine  all  our  prisons  and  prison  systems,  compaie 
them  with  the  prisons  and  systems  of  other  States  and  countriei, 
point  out  the  modifications  which  seem  to  be  required  in  order  fD 
ensure  us  the  full  benefit  of  aU  improvements  made  elsewhere^ 
estimate  the  cost  of  these  changes,  prepare  plans  for  the  r^ 
arrangement  of  our  present  buildings  or  the  erection  of  new,  u 
the  case  may  require,  and  report  to  a  subsequent  Legislature, 
when  they  shall  be  able  to  do  so  wisely  and  beneficially.  Such  a 
work  would  be  an  enduring  honor  to  the  State. 

CRIME  in  THE  CITY  OP  NEW-TORK. 

We  copy,  from  our  report  of  last  year,  a  table  showing  the 
number  of  crimes  against  property  in  New-York  city  during  the 
years  1851, 1852  and  1853,  compiled  from  the  semi-annual  le* 
ports  of  the  chief  of  police,  and  to  this  we  now  add  the  returns 
for  1854. 

We  also  give  the  number  of  arrests  during  the  same  year  for 
misdemeanors,  arising  generally  from  the  unrestrained  traffic  itt 
intoxicating  drinlcs. 

The  very  great  increase  in  crime,  both  against  person  and  pro- 
perty, and  the  reported  diminution  of  the  number  of  places  where 
spirituous  liquors  were  sold,  may  at  first  excite  surprise.  Tliis  Is 
a  wide  divergence  from  the  ordinary  laws  of  crime,  as  deduciUs 
from  similar  official  statistics  for  other  periods  and  places,  it  is 
well,  therefore,  to  inquire  into  its  cause. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  laws  of  statistics  presuppose 
the  element  of  administrative  efficiency  to  be  uniform  and  posi- 
tive; if  this  be  fickle  and  variable,  but  little  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  the  deductions  from  the  figures.    With  a  lax  police. 
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fherefore,  there  might  be  an  actual  iocwase  of  erime)  whilst  the 
BttPabar  of  commitmentg^  and  consequently  of  convictions,  would 
lead  a  casual  observer  to  infer  a  decrease ,  but  with  a  growing 
activity  and  faithfulness  in  the  police  there  would  naturally  be, 
especially  during  its  transition  state  from  laxity  to  efficiency,  an 
increase  in  the  commitments,  and  this  too,  even  with  a  reduction 
In  the  number  of  liquor  sellers.  This  has  undoubtedly  been  the 
Ma»  during  the  last  year  or  two  in  New-York.  During  this 
period  there  was  a  marked  and  continuing  improvement  in  the 
police,  which  will  satisfactorily  account  for  the  increased  number 
of  arrests.  The  returns  relative  to  liquor  licenses  Lear  testimony 
in  relation  to  another  branch  of  the  city  government.  The  dimi^ 
nntion  in  their  number  speaks  creditably  for  the  co  operation  be- 
tween the  aldermen  and  councilmen  in  some  of  the  wards,  who 
refused  to  sign  altogether,  whilst  the  great  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  licensed  shops  reflects  unfavorably  on  the  gentleman  then 
filling  tlie  responsible  position  of  chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  and 
who  seldom  refused  his  signature  to  applicants  for  licenses. 

The  arrests  for  offences  of  aU  descriptions  in  the  city  of  New- 
Tork  were,  in  the  year  1851,....  ..36,224. 

1852, 36,258. 

1863, 39,786. 

1854, 52,710. 

The  arrests  for  intoxication  and  misdemeanors  generally  arising 
fifom  intemperance,  during  the  same  yearsj  were  as  follows : 

1851.      185S.      1868.      1854. 

Assault  and  battery, 4,877  4,984  3,127  6,292 

Disorderly  conduct, 4,902  4,592  4,979  5,81 5 

Intoxication, 7,658  8,754  10,850  12^908 

Intoxication  and  disorderly 

conduct, 5,858  5,972  7,197  7,177 

Vagrancy, 3,462  3,014  3,342  4,358 

26,767      27,316      29,495      36,550 


3S  [AMuLt 
Places  to&ere  intoxicttiing  liquors  wert  sold. 

Dee.  81, 185S.  Dee.  n»  ISSl. 

In  licensed  shops^ 6,831  5,090 

Unlicensed  do, 244  1,561 

7,075  6,657 

Kept  open  on  Sunday, 5,333  3,260 


In  this  connection  we  quote  the  following  paragraphs  from  the 
report  of  Mr.  John  Gray,  Warden  of  the  City  prison,  to  the  Board 
of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House  department,  dated  December  31, 
1854: 

^^  It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  received  in  the  Prisons 
30,691  persons ;  being  an  increase  of  2,160  over  the  previous  year, 
and  of  the  whole  number,  I  am  grieved  to  state,  25,371  were  com* 
mitted  for  intemperance. 

^^  I  should  be  doing  great  injustice,  and  greatly  mislead  the 
public,  if  I  did  not  explain  the  large  number  of  commitments  to 
the  prison  for  intoxication.  It  is  not  unusual  to  have,  during  the 
year,  the  same  person  committed  eight  or  ten  times  for  that 
offence,  and  in  some  instances  as  often  as  twice  in  one  week,  and 
each  case  being  a  distinct  commitment,  swells  the  number  to  that 
above  stated.  In  this  class  are  those  laboring  under  temporary 
insanity  and  delirium  tremens.  These  occurrences  are  frequent, 
and  on  their  discharge  from  prison  on  temporary  commitments, 
but  few  days  elapse  before  they  are  returned  in  the  same  condi- 
tion as  on  their  previous  commitment." 

The  comments  of  the  Warden,  whilst  honestly  designed  to  pre- 
vent the  public  from  being  misled  by  the  very  great  number, 
25,371,  committed  for  intemperance  during  the  year,  may,  with- 
out a  word  of  caution,  lead  to  erroneous  inferences  in  the  oppo- 
site direction. 

The  expense  to  the  city  of  these  commitments  is  just  as  great 
as  though  each  unit  of  the  number  represented  an  indivi- 
dual; tax-payers,  therefore,  need  not  feel  themselves  relieved 
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4h>m  one  eeHt  of  their  blHs  by  the  eonslderatlon  that  some  ol 
these  miserable  victims  of  ed  unholy  traffic  are  "committed  eight 
•or  ten  times  for  the  offence"  within  the  year. 

But  allowing  even  5,000  for  the  estiaoommitmentsof  the  same 
individuals — and  this  is  probably  a  large  allowance — there  would 
-stUl  remain  tventy  tktmsand  human  befngs,  «ach  endowed  with 
-the  highest  capacities  for  Kood  or  ill,  enjoyment  or  suffering,  re- 
-daced  to -the  extreme  ctf  degradation  by  Ae  legalized  temptatioqe 
-of  society. 

COMPARATITE  TABLE. 

Crimta  against  proptrty  in  J^ew-Yvrk  Oity. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  CITT  PRISONS,  OK  HOUSES  OF 
DETENTION. 


JVwn  Me  Report  December  31,  t851,  of  John  Gray,  Warden,  to  tie 
Board  of  Govemore  of  the  Jilms  House  Department. 
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OFF£M0£S. 


Abandonment, 

Anon, 

Assault  and  battery, 

Attempt  to  commit  larceny, 

Attempt  to  kill, 

Bastardy, 

Bigamy, 

Borglaiy, 

Carrying  slung  shot, 

Cruelty  to  animals, 

Disobedient  apprentices, 

Disorderly  conduct, 

Embezzlement, 

Felony, 

Forgery, 

Gambling, 

Grand  larceny, ' , 

Intoxication, 

Illegal  voting, 

Indecent  exposure  of  person, 

Insanity, 

Interfering  vith  officers, 

Keeping  disorderly  house, 

Larceny, 

Libel, 

Malicious  mischief, 

Mayhem, 

Misdemeanors, 

Murder, 

Obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences, . . . . 

Petit  larceny, 

Peijury, 

Poisoning, 

Bape, 

Receiving  stolen  goods, 

Riot, 

Robbery, 

Seduction, 

Vagrancy, 

Violation  of  corporation  ordinances, . . . 

Violation  of  lottery  laws, 

Witnesses,  , 
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SOURCES  OF  CRIME. 

In  the  fourth  report  of  this  Association,  (Assembly  Doc.  No. 
243,  for  1849i  pages  69  to  80,}  we  published  a  valuable  commu- 
nioatioD  from  John  Stanton  Gould,  of  Columbia  Couuty,  N.  T., 
on  the  "  Sources  of  Crime." 

In  Appendix  A,of  this  report,  we  hare  the  gratification  of  pre* 
MDting  another  elaborate  and  valoable  essay,  on  the  same  toptO} 
from  Mr.  Gould,  and  we  Invite  especial  attention  to  bla  oarefally 
pnpared  statements  and  deductions. 

MEMORIAL  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 
We  present  in  Appendix  B  a  copy  of  a  memorial  to  the  present 
Legislature,  in  which  are  embodied  important  facts  relative  to  the 
working  of  our  Association. 

During  the  year  1854  the  Association  was  instrumental  in  aid- 
ing upwards  of  2,300  persons,  in  the  following  manner.  (Only  27 
of  these  persons  were,  to  our  knowledge,  re-arrested  or  charged 
with  crime.) 


!l   t 


JsDUary, . . . 
February, , . 
March,  .... 

April 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August,  . . . 
September, . 
October, . . . 
Novemtwr,  . 
December,  . 


10 


16 
19 
3C 
37 
34 

13,     41 

111     33 

l«l 

17      36 


13 

17 

67 

791 

97i  13 
113,  17 
nil  16 
142'  19 
1241     27 


177 
183 
16ll 


Total , 52    13l|  309]  2301   131  l,344l  170 

Total  number  of  persons  aided,  in  various  ways,  by  tlie  Asso- 
ciation, during  tbe  year, 2,367 


We  shall  not  here  d  weU  on  the  charaetoi  of  the  workings  of  the 
Association  with  reference  to  individuals.  The  foregoing  table 
comprehends  what  might  indeed  be  spread  over  pages.  We  refer, 
however,  to  Appendix  C  for  succinct  naratives  from  our  Diary  of 
of  Detention  Cases ;  to  Appendix  D  foT  those  of  Discharged  Con- 
victs, and  to  Appendix  E  for  letters  from  persons  who  have  re- 
oeived  the  care  and  aid  of  the  Association.  To  these  last  we 
might  add  greatly.  Some  of  the  letters  show  the  marks  of  the 
tf  atr  which  dropped  whiht  the  pen  was  in  the  hand  of  the  writer; 
others  show  that  the  writers  had  eiqoyed  all  the  advantages  of 
superior  education ;  others,  again,  that  the  language  of  refine, 
ment  acquired  in  childhood  and  youth  was  not  forgotten  in  the 
association  of  felons;  some  are  from  wives,  whose  affection  has 
stood  the  rude  trial  of  shame  to  their  companions ;  and  in  some, 
the  penitent  speaks,  as  from  a  broken  heart.  The  members  of  Uie 
AsaociatioQ  are  thus  permitted  to  see  the  fruit  of  their  labors* 

EXAMINATION  OF  PRISONS. 

The  relations  of  the  Association  to  the  Inspectors,  as  already 
dwelt  upon,  have  offered  no  encouragement  even  to  our  asking 
for  admittance  to  the  State  prisons. 

Committees  of  the  Association  have,however,  visited  the  peniten* 
tiaries  of  New-York  and  Albany,  the  houses  of  detention  in  New- 
York  city,  and  the  jails  of  Suffolk,  Westchester,  Dutchess,  Colum- 
bia, Greene,  Jefferson,  St.  Lawrence,  Franklin,  and  Clinton 
counties. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  com- 
ments and  remarks  of  the  committees  are  given  without  revision 
or  curtailment.  The  diversity  of  opinion  which  they  may  possi- 
bly exhibit  will  therefore  but  serve  to  show  the  independence 
with  which  our  investigations  are  undertalcen. 

These  reports  are  comprised  in  Appendix  F. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  is  also  annexed,  Appendix  6, by  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  executive  committee  have  been  compelled 
t^continue  their  work  with  the  small  sum  of  $3,090.62  (includ- 
ing $1,423.37,  the  remainder  of  the  legacy  of  Miss  Dewitt,  made 
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several  years  since),  an  amount  altogether  inadequate  to  the  accom- 
plishmeat  of  the  good  which  we  might  do  with  larger  means. 

With  a  view  to  a  more  general  diffusion  amongst  our  fellow- 
citizens  of  a  knowledge  of  the  Association,  its  aims,  its  plans  and 
its  operations,  we  have  commenced  the  publication  of  a  monthly 
record  of  our  labors.  We  cannot  doubt,  from  the  favor  with 
which  the  first  two  numbers  have  been  received  by  our  friends, 
that  it  will  not  only  increase  the  contributions  to  our  treasury, 
but  assist  in  drawing  public  attention  to  the  important  interests 
connected  with  prison  government  and  discipline  and  the  admin- 
istration of  criminal  law,  throughout  the  State. 

Through  the  smiles  of  a  benign  Providence,  as  an  Association 
we  continue  to  this  day ;  through  evil  report  and  good  report, 
still  laboring  for  the  rescue  of  our  fellow  men  from  vice  and 
crime,  for  the  mitigation  of  the  vengeance  with  which  man  is  too 
apt  to  visit  his  fellow  man  under  a  sense  of  injury  sustained,  and 
for  the  establishment  and  impartial  enforcement  of  laws  that 
open  a  way  to  reformation,  even  whilst  they  inflict  penalty.  We 
ask  still  for  the  co-operation  of  the  wise  and  humane,  in  full  reli- 
ance on  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  as  we  aim,  in  our 
humble  sphere,  to  do  the  good  for  which  we  have  the  opportu- 
nity. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

B.  N.  HAVENS, 
President^  Prison  Association  of  Jfew-York. 
New-York,  March  28, 1855. 


ri 


I 


appendh:  a. 


Dr.  John  D.  Russ, 

Corresponding  Sec^y  JV.  Y.  Prison  Association, 

My  Dear  Friend— In  the  year  1847  I  submitted  to  the  Asso- 
ciation some  remarks  on  the  ^^  sources  of  crime,''  accompanied  by 
a  number  of  tables  illustrative  of  the  subject^  which  were  pub- 
lished in  the  fourth  annual  report. 

The  subject  has  since  occupied  much  of  my  attention.  Most 
of  the  views  expressed  in  the  paper  referred  to  have  been  con- 
firmed by  seven  years  inquiry  and  observations,  and,  as  might 
have  been  expected,  many  new  ones  have  been  developed.  The 
object  of  the  present  paper  is  to  submit  these  views,  together  with 
the  evidence  on  which  they  are  founded,  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Association. 

I  still  entertain  the  opinion  formerly  expressed,  that  our  own, 
and  kindred  associations,  should  embrace  the  whole  field  of  crimi- 
nality in  the  circle  of  their  labors,  without  restricting  themselves 
solely  to  that  portion  of  it  which  is  suffering  the  penal  retribu- 
tion of  the  law.  As  he  who  would  become  acquainted  with 
pathology  must  first  become  master  of  physiology,  and  as  he  who 
would  restore  a  patient  to  health,  must  learn  the  causes  which 
transform  health  into  disease,  so  we,  would  we  be  successful  in 
our  attempts  in  discovering  and  enforcing  a  normal  prison  dis- 
cipline, must  thoroughly  study,  and  carefully  explore,  all  the 
sinuous  paths  which  lead  from  the  straight  highway  of  integrity 
and  truth,  down  to  the  dark  caverns  of  misery  and  crime. 

If  we  learn  the  true  causes  which  lead  the  tenants  of  our  pri- 
sons to  the  commission  of  crimes,  we  shall  surely  be  able  to  adapt 
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the  discipline  to  tlie  reformation  of  the  several  classes  of  offenders 
far  better  than  If  we  were  ignorant  of  those  causes. 

If  the  prisoner  has  lapsed  into  crime  through  ignorance,  we 
must  instruct  him.  If  through  inability  to  earn  a  living,  we 
must  teach  him  the  means  of  acquiring  one.  If  by  the  violence 
of  his  passions,  they  must  be  subdued.  If  through  evil  associa- 
tions, we  must  inspire  him  with  a  taste  for  a  purer  society.' 
Whatever  may  be  <^  the  sin  that  most  easily  besets  him"  must  be 
specially  combated  by  the  appropriate  antagonist  remedies. 

If  these  views  are  correct,  as  I  cannot  doubt  they  are,  it  Is  ob- 
vious that  a  thorough  and  perfect  knowledge  of  the  sources  of 
crime  must  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  scientific  attempts  for  the . 
improvement  of  prison  discipline.  Still  more  is  it  itidispensibit 
for  the  success  of  all  efforts  to  prevent  crime  in  the  bud,  or  rather 
to  arrest  those  proclivities  to  crime  which  we  Icnow  are  so  rife  ia 
the  community  before  they  ripen  into  actual  transgression. 

Deeply  impressed  by  these  views,  I  am  very  desirous  that  oOm 
memheK  of  the  Asssciation  should  enter  into  this  most  invitiBg 
field  of  inquiry,  which  incites,  and  will  abimdantly  reward  tbe 
exertions  of  all  the  laborers  who  may  be  willing  to  enter  it. 

The  tables  herewith  submitted,  in  connection  with  those  given 
in  the  fourth  report  of  the  Association,  pp.  81^7,  give  a  tolerable 
view  of  crime  in  tbe  State  of  Kew-Tork  from  1830  to  1852,  and 
of  England  and  Wales  from  1834  to  1852.  Although  these  tables 
present  a  much  more  complete  view  of  the  criminal  condition  of 
these  States  than  has  ever  been  given  before,  they  are  still  ht 
from  perfect ;  the  labor  of  many  years  must  yet  be  experienced 
before  all  fhe  fiicts  essential  to  a  proper  understanding  of  tb» 
subject  can  be  presented  in  a  form  by  which  the  various  theoitei 
of  criminal  reform  can  be  readily  tested,  or  new  ones  safely 
deduced. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  continue  the  labor  of  extending  and  improv- 
ing these  tables  of  the  criminal  condition  of  New- York  and  England 
and  Wales  until  they  are  perfected.  If  others  wMl  engage  in  a 
similar  effort  to  collect  the  statistics  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  FcumMi 
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^eraaBy,  Russia,  and.tbe  several  Sta^  of^tbis  l]^nioD|^^|9«  sl^ojgjd 
in  a  few  years  have  a  foundation  on  which  we  could  rear  i  sj^ 
tern  for  the  suppression  and  punishment  of  crime  which  would 
be  solid  and  enduring.  Embracing  so  wide  a  generalization^  it 
would  effectually  settle  many  conflicting  opinions,  it  would  co^i- 
mend  itself  to  the  confidence  of  legislators,  and  lead  to  the  solxfr 
tion  of  many  moral  and  political  problems  which,  without  sui^h 
assistance,  must  forever  remain  unsettled,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  social  happiness  and  order. 

Before  entering  directly  on  the  consideration  of  the  sources  of 
crime,  it  will  be  interesting  and  profitable  to  review  the  tables, 
in  order  to  gather  socli  collateral  information  as  they  may  be  aillh 
to  afford. 

list.  Is  crime  increasing  or  decreadikg  in  the  State  of  New* 
Yorlc  1  The  responses  of  the  tables  to  this  most  important  ques- 
tion are  on  the  whole  of  a  very  satisfactory  character.  The  con^ 
victions  for  crime  during  the  six  years  from  1840  to  1845  were, 
on  the  average,  1,489  annually,  and  for  the  next  period  of  six 
years,  from  1846  to  1851,  they  average  1,468,  showing  an  dbso- 
ittte  diminution  in  the  annual  average  of  21  cases. 

Since  the  population  has  increased  materially  during  the  past 
ilx  years,  the  relative  decrease  of  crime  is  much  greater  than  the 
absolatc.  During  the  first  period  of  si(  years  the  rates  of  crim^ 
fo  population  was  as  I  to  1 ,689 ;  during  the  second  period^  it  w^ 
ss  1  to  1 ,942,  making  a  difference  in  favor  of  the  second  period  of 
1  to  253. 

It  must  be  recollected,  however,  that  the  ]aumber  of  co.VvIot 
tions  in  any  country  does  not  exactly  measure  the  amount  of 
<srime  committed  within  its  borders.  Many  criminals  escape  un- 
suspected, others  compound  their  felonies,  which,  therefore,  never 
find  their  way  to  the  public  records,  others  escape  from  custody 
b^  force  or  fraud ;  others,  by  the  ingenuity  of  their  lawyers,  or 
by  the  absence  of  witnesses  for  the  government. 

It  has  been  thought  by  many,  therefore,  that  the  number  of 
committals  afford  a  fairer  criterion  of  the  amount  of  crime  in  a 
[Assembly  No.  149.]  4 
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eoantry  than  the  conyiotions^  because,  although  the  wrong  per- 
son may  be  accused,  there  would  hardly  be  an  accusation  unle» 
a  crime  had  been  committed.. 

If  we  resort  tp  this  test  the  results  are  nearly  as  satisfactory  as 
In  the  former  case.    The  accusations  during  the  past  six  years 

were 15,696 

During  the  second  six  years  they  were 15,903 

Absolute  difference  in  favojv  of  the  first  period,  .•••.••.•.        SOS 


JUthough  there  has  been  a  very  slight  absolute  increase  of  accu- 
sations during  the  last  six  years,  yet  there  has  been  a  consider- 
able relative  decrease. 

•  •  • 

During  the  first  period  the  rates  of  accusations  to  the 

population  was •« I  to     995 

During  the  second  period  it  was  as 1  to  1 ,16S 

Making  a  difierehce  in  favor  of  the  latter  period  of..    1  to     17& 

2d.  The  next  important  question  is,  <'I&  crhne  increasing  or  de- 
creasing in  violence  and  malignity  1" 

Crimes  against  the  person  for  the  first  period  were 3,678 

Crimes  against  the  ^person  for  the  second  period  were,..  •  • »  2^369 

Difference  in  favor  of  the  second  period  of ^ » . .      309 


Crimes  against  property,  with  violence,  for  the  first  period,  1 ,009 
Crimes  against  property,  with  violence,  for  the  second 
period, 887 

Difference  in  favor  of  the  second  period, ...       182 

As  these  two  classes  of  crime  embrace  the  most  serious  and  ma- 
lignant offences,  we  might  flatter  ourselves  'that  there  was  an  im- 
provement in  this  respect  also ;  but  a  closer  examination  leadsua 
to  difbient  conclusions  r 
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Murders  in  the  1st  period  of  six 

years,  from  1840  to  1845,. ..     30  2d  period,  1846  to  1851,    38 

Manslaughter, 73  «             '•                98 

Assaults  with  attempt  to  km,  •  •     88  <<            '^             132 

191  266 


Of  these  three  crimes,  which  are  admitted  on  all  hands  to  indicate 
the  greatest  degree  of  depravity,  there  has  been  a  most  melan- 
choly increase,  and  the  years  1852  and  1853  give  premise  that 
the  next  period  of  six  years  will  exhibit  a  still  more  alarming  in- 
crease of  depravity. 

3d.  Is  crime  increasing  or  decreasing  in  England  and  Wales  1 

Ck)nvIction8  during  the  Ist  period,  from  1840  to  1845,...  120,353 
Convictions  during  the  2d  period,  from  1046  to  1851,. .  125,703 

Increase  of  convictions  during  the  2d  six  years, 5,350 

Comparing  the  average  annual  convictions  during  the  first  period 
of  six  years  with  the  population  in  1841,  and  during  the  second 
period  with  the  population  in  1851,  we  have 

Rates  of  convictions  to  population  in  1st  period  is.  • . .     1  in  793 
Do  do  do        2d  period, 1  in  851 


Belative  improvement  in  the  2d  period, 1  in    58 


If  we  look  to  the  number  of  accusations  as  we  did  in  the  case 
of  the  State  of  New- York  for  a  solution,  we  have  the  following 
statement : 

Accusations  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  1st  period,  166,692 
Do  do  do  2d  period,  166,878 

Increase  of  accusations  during  the  2d  six  years, 186 


Comparing  the  total  number  of  accusations  during  the  first  pe- 
riod of  six  years  with  the  population  in  1841,  and  those  of  the 
second  period  with  the  population  in  1851 ,  we  have : 
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Bates  of  accusations  to  popol'n  during.the  Ist  period  is  1  ia:^73 

Do               do                   do            2d  period  is  1  in  644 

#  

Relative  improvement  in  the  2d  period, 1  in   71 


4th.  Is  crime  increasing  or  decreasing  in  malignity  in  England 
aad  Wales  ? 

Crimes  agaipst  the  person  dnriyg  the  six  yefurs  from  1840 
tol84^,'! , ...8,896 

Crimes  against  the  person  during  the  six  years  from  1846 
to  1851, 8,078 

Difference  in  favor  of  the  2d  period,. 218 


Crimes  against  property,  with  violence,  1st  period,. 8,691 

Do  do  do  2d  period, 8,721 

Difference  in  favor  of  the  1st  period, SO 


Convictions  for  murder  from  1840 

to  1845, 121  from  1846  to  1850,  101 

Do  manslaughter, 620  do        do          599 

J)o  fu33aults  with  attempt  to  kill, . .     60  do       do           75 

801  776 


The  result  in  England  and  Wales  appears  therefore  to  be,  that 
there  is  a  very  considerable  relative  diminution  of  malignant  crimes, 
*tried  by  all  the  tests.  There  is  also  a  considerable  absolute  dimi- 
nution of  crime  against  the  person,  of  murders  and  manslaughters, 
(tnd  a  very  slight  absolute  increase  of  a,8saults  with  atteonpt  to 

.km. 

We  are  therefore  e^titiied  to  iS^aw  the  very  comfortable  oonfihir 
sion  from  the  official  statements,  that  crime  is  decreasing  in  New- 
York  and  in  England  ^nd  Wales,  both  in  aqiount  and  in  malig- 
qaincy.  We  shall  ^deavor,  ^  we  proce^,  to  poi^t  put  fome  i)f 
the  causes  of  th^  dimini^op  i^  bp^i  eo^At;;]^^ 
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5th.  HbW  d6  Eit^laM  add  i^^#-itork  compare  with  lespect  to 
crime  t 

The  ^Mivietlons  for  trlthii  In  EngUnd  an'd'tirales  from  • 

1846  to  1851  wer6  as 1  to     85l 

The  convictions  for  crime  in  New- York  from  1846  to 

1351  wete  as 1  to  1 ,94^ 

Difference  in  favor  of  New-York, Itol  ,091 

Perhaps  the  comparison  will  be  more  intelligible  if  we  staM 
that  the  convictions  for  six  years  from  1846  to  1851,  in  England 
and  Wales,  amount  to  seventy-hundredths  of  one  per  cent  of  the 
ihi  whole  population,  while  in  New- York  they  only  amount  to 
ti<^^nty-eight  hundredths  of  one  per  cent.  Making  a  dltference 
of  Yorty-two  hundredths  of  one  per  cent  in  favor  of  the  State  of 
Nel¥-York. 

The  comparative  tendency  to  the  different  classes  of  crimes  fn 
the  two  countries  for  the  six  years,  1846  to  1851,  is  as  follows : 

Per  cent  of  coiivltitions  for  crimes 

against  the  person, E.  and  W.,  6.4 

against  property  with  violence, ; . .        do  6.9 

against  property  without  violence,.        do       81.1 

against  currency,. do         2.5 

erttties  not  otherwise  classed,. . .  •  •        do         2.9 


N.  Y.,  26.7 
do  10.1 
do  330 
do  2.5 
do     28  2 


Judging  irom  the  proportion  of  convictions  in  the  two  coun- 
tries, it  would  seem  that  crimes  against  the  person,  and  unclassi- 
fied crimes  were  greatly,  and  crimes  against  property  with  vio- 
lence, slightly  more  numerous  in  New-York  than  in  England 
and  Wales ;  while  those  against  the  currency  are  relatively  equal 
in  both  countries. 

Crhnes  against  property  without  violence  are  most  usually  com- 
mitted by  classes  who  are  driven  to  crime  rather  by  poverty  and 
shiftlessness  than  by  actual  malignity;  hence  it  would  seem, 
Crcrin  the  greater  relative  prevalence  of  this  class  of  crimes  in 
Eni^Tatid  and  Wales  than  in  New- York  that  crime  assumed  a  more 
violent  and  malignant  aspect  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former. 
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This  conclasion  must  not,  however,  be  received  without  some 
modification. 

The  proportion  of  eonvictions  to  the  whole  namber  of  aceottr 
tions  is  considerably  greater  in  England  and  Wales  than  in  New- 
York,  but  it  is  quite  the  reverse  in  the  case  of  crimes  against  tlio 
person,  the  proportion  of  convictions  to  accusations  in  this  parti- 
cular class  being  greater  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former.  Thos 
74.4  per  cent  of  all  the  persons  accused  were  convicted  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  during  the  six  years  from  1845  to  1850,  while 
only  55.8  per  cent  of  the  accused  were  convicted  in  the  State  of 
New-York  during  the  same  period. 

In  the  case  of  murder,  the  accusations  in  England  and  Wales 
during  the  above  six  years  were  417,  which  would  indicate  that 
the  same  number  of  murders  had  been  committed,  but  the  con- 
victions were  only  104,  being  24.9  per  cent  on  the  accusations. 
In  the  case  of  manslaughter  and  assaults  .with  intent  to  kill,thexe 
were  1,380  accusations  and  614  convictions,  being  44.5  per  cent 
of  the  accusations. 

I  regret  that  the  official  records  do  not  show  these  facts  for  the 
State  of  New- York,  but  I  am  well  assured,  by  information  from 
the  judges,  the  convictions  on  indictments  for  murder  and  man- 
slaughter are  much  greater  than  the  general  rates,  and  probably 
amount  to  at  least  80  per  cent.  These  facts  show  that  tlijere  if 
less  difference  in  the  malignity  of  crime  in  the  two  bountries  than 
would  appear  from  the  first  glance  at  the  tables  as  officially  ren- 
dered. Other  interesting  facts  and  comparisons  will  be  noticed 
as  we  proceed,  under  their  appropriate  heads. 

We.  now  proceed  to  consider  the  sources  of  crimen  the  elucida* 
tion  of  which  is  the  principal  object  of  this  paper.  As  we  desire 
to  show  that  crime  may  be  almost  entirely  suppressed,  by  the 
conjoined  action  of  the  government  and  people,  our  position  may 
be  assailed  on  the  threshold  by  the  Christian  community  on  the 
ground  that  the  power  of  cleansing  the  depravity  of  the  human 
heart  from  its  pollutions  belongs  wholly  to  God,  and  cannot  be 
influenced  by  human  agency.  We  most  fully  and  reverently  ac- 
knowledge the  truth  of  this  doctrine,  nor  do  we  intend  to  eon- 
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trovert  it  In  (he  slightest  degree  in  the  maintenance  otthe  prin- 
ciple above  stated.  In  order  that  we  may  be  clearly  understood, 
let  OS  state  distinctly  what  we  understand  by  the  word  ceims. 

By  crime  I  mean  simply  such  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  othexB 
as  is  cognizable  by  human  laws,  and  punishable  by  human  tribu- 
nals. ''  Crime  (see  Crabbe's  English  Synonymes),  in  Latin  cri- 
mm,  Greek  krimaj  signifies  a  judgment,  sentence,  or  punishment; 
also  the  cause  of  the  sentence  or  punishment."  We  take  the  word 
crime  in  the  latter  sense,  viz.,  any  conduct  which  is  liable  to  a 
judicial  sentence  or  punisho^ent  from  the  constituted  authoritiea 
of  the  country. 

Crime  is  popularly,  though  erroneously,  confounded  with  both 
vice  and  sin.  The  words  are  often  used  Interchangeably,  without 
any  apparent  consciousness  of  the  distinction  between  them.  It 
will  make  our  way  clearer  to  dissociate  them. 

Words  originally  had  but  one  meaning ;'  as  ideas  multiplied 
ftster  than  words,  the  latter  in  process  of  time  were  made  to  do 
double  duty,  in  embracing  several  distinct  shades  of  the  former, 
giving  rise  to  the  existing  ambiguities  of  language ;  hence,  to  ob- 
tain the  most  vivid,  idea  of  a  word,  and  the  most  clear  and  dis- 
tinct notion  of  its  meaning,  we  must  search  for  this  primitive  and 
most  abstract  signification.  Thus  the  most  abstract  idea  of  crime 
is  ^*  that  (which  is  punishable ;"  of  vice,  in  Latin  in^tum,from  viio^ 
to  avoid,  is  ^^  that  which  ought  to  be  avoided  -^  of  sin,  in  Greek 
tciniesj  from  sino^  to  hurt,  is  ^<  that  which  is  hurtful." 

Crime  is  that  which  is  injurious  to  the  rights  of  others  ,  vice  is 

that  which  is  injurious  to  ourselves  as  individuals ;  sin  is  that 

which  has  its  seat  in  the  heart,  and  violates  the  divine  law,  and 

,by  its  reflex  action  is  in  the  highest  degree  hurtful  to  ourselves. 

Murder  is  a  crime,  because  it  violates  the  laws  of  the  land  and  the 
rights  of  the  murdered  person.  Opium  eating  is  a  vice^  because 
it  inflicts  injury  on  the  eater.  Ingratitude  is  a  m,  because  It 
has  its  seat  in  the  heart,  and  is  a  violation  of  the  divine  law.  It 
is  not  a  crime,  because  it  is  not  punishable  by  human  tribunals ; 
it  is  not  a  vice,  because  it  is  more  injurious  to  the  victim  than  to 
the  i^rson  guilty  of  it. 


Sin  is  a  generic  term  vMoh  generalises  ererr  fbtm  of  homaii 
gnllthiess,  and  includesi  as  species,  both  vice  and  crime. 

It  ii  the  province  of  the  theologian  to  inyestigate  the  nature  of 
*  sin)  the  moralist  traces  out  the  cause  and  cure  office;  the  faoe- 
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tioh  of  the  legislator  is  to  provide  for  the  prevention  and  punish- 

li  ■•  •  •         ■  V 

ment  of  crime. 
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There  are  many  evils  which  may  be  more  injurious  to  society 
than  the  eouvmission  of  any  of  the  crimes  embraced  in  the  statute 
booftf,  nvhich  canhol  be  reached  by  the  legislator  from  tike  impes- 
sittflttf  of  defining  them.  Everyonetknows  the  evil  that  is  W-" 
casioned  in  a  community  by  a  talebearing  neighbor,  but  it  cannot 
be  corrected  by  legislation,  because  it  is  impossible  to  define  be- 
forehand  in  what  it  consists ;  the  language  of  the  law,  subtle  and 
flepble  as  it  is,  cannot  describe  an  inuendo,  or  ascertain  the  floods 
of  mischief  which  may  fk>w  from  a  wink.  We  can  therefore  only 
include  in  the  catalogue  of  crimes  those  violations  of  public  or 
private  rights  which  are  susceptible  of  accurate  definition,  and 
cldEir  and  undoubted  proof. 

If  we  rigidly  restrict  the  meaning  of  the  word  crime  to  the. 
definition  above  given,  the  theological  difSculty  vanishes  entirely. 
In'^asserting  that  it  is  within  the  power,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
th^^  legislator  to  prevent  the  commission  of  crime,  we  invest  hip 
wfifi  no  exclusive  attribute  of  I)eity,  nor  with  any  power  over 
theile4rts  and  consciences  of  men.  We  may  conceive  that  crime 
mJy'Wehtireiy  suppressed  in  the  State  of  New-York,  while  the 
aggregate  of  sin  has  been  greatly  augmented ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  number  of  crimes  may  be  greatly  increased  even  in  the 
midst  of  a  general  growth  in  holiness  among  the  masses  of  the 
people. 

Crime  is  one  of  very  manv  channels  through  which  the  sins  of 
the  heart  are  manifested.  Sin,  in  general,  developes  itself 
through  this  channel,  when  moved  upon  by  certain  external 
causes.  These  being  under  the  control  of  the  legislator,  he  may^ 
by  arresting  these,  destroy  the  crimes  to  which  they  give  rise. 

Having,  as  we  trust,  stripped  the  proposition  of  all  theological 
objections,  we  may  now  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  whieb 


kad  mankind  to^x^bit  tb^  natural  deprftfity  of .  tbdr  hearts  by  ^ 
the  commission  of  crimes. 

In^mj  remarlcston  the:  sources  of  crime,  inserted  in  the  fourth 
report  of  the  Association^  I  noticed^  the  wonderful  coipcidence.^ , 
the.amount  of  crime  co0^^jitted  in  eqiiaj, periods  of  time  in  giveux 
divisions  of  territory.    This  coincidence  was  so  close  that  if  the 
number  of  crinies  committed  within  the  territory  for^anyr^giy^o,- 
time  was  ascertained,  we^  flight  predict,  with  perfect  assura)E^^ 
that  the  same  number  of  crimes  would  be  committed  in  an  equal 
period  of  future  time.    Thus,  if  one  hundred  cringes  had  been 
committed  during  the  last  three  years,  we  might  rest  assur^  that.: 
one  hundred  crimes  would  be  committed  in  the  ensuing  three  ,^ 
years.    Not  only  were  the  number  of  crimes  equal  in  equal  termSj 
but  they  were  of  the  same  classe^  and  committed  by  persons  of 
the  same  age.     The  statistics  collected  since  that  paper  was 
wcUtejD,  and. embodied  in  the  annexed  tables,  confirm  the  obser- 
vations then  m^de^  in  the  most  surprising  manner. 

Thus,  the  number  of  persons  accused  of  crime  in  the  State  of 
New-Yorlc,  during  the  six  years  between  1840  and  1845,  was  only 
207  less  than  the  number  accused^during  the  six  years  from  1846 
to  1851.  The  number  accused  in  England  and  Wales,  during 
the  first  period,  was  only  186  less  than  the  number  accused, 
daring  the  second  period. 

There  is  also  an  equally  remarlcable  similarity  in  the  diffeient 
classy  of  crime.  Thus,  in  the  State  of  NewTork  the  number  of 
offences  in  each  class,  for  the  five  years  between  1839  and  1843, 
and  the  same  period  firom  1844  to  1848,  is  as  follows: 


lit «lMi.  Offeneet  afidjMt  tht  penoBy 2^100  SfOSl,  79 

Id'  do               do            propertj,  with  Tioloioey .  77ft  739  16 

8d    do                do                 do      withoai    do    •  i,9U  2,885  1 

dkh  do               do            the  ooRoiMjy S99  209  81 

Mkdo     OffenoMsoiiiieliidodiiithoaboTey M99  2,837  7SS 

^  *i^  .  _  - 

ToUly 7,09S  7,641  ftU 

The  similarity  in  the  number  of  each  class  in  England  and 
Wales  is  equally  remarkable.    Thus,  the  number  of  offences  fai 
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each  class  during  the  period  of  five  years  from  1888  to  1812,  and 
from  1843  to  1847,  was  as  follows : 

ISSStolSiS.  ISCtolSir.    mfftrmt. 

lfteia«.^0ffcMe8agftinit  the  peiMD, 10,975  10,016             959 

Sd   do               do           propertj,  withvioIoDoe,.         9,909  8,955               44 

8d    do               do                 do      witho«i   do    .     105,835  105,017             818 

4111  do     Halidoiis  offenoet  against  property, 1,170  634             598 

5Ui  do     Forgoryandoffeneeaagainitourreiioj,...         2,585  2,551               84 

6th  do     Other  offenoM, 4,812  6,610           1,808 

'    Total, 184,376  138,798 


The  similarity  between  the  number  of  specific  crimes  committed 
in  similar  periods  of  time  is  almost  as  close  as  in  the  more 
generalized  classes.  Thus,  in  England  and  Wales  the  number  of 
crimes  committed  in  each  of  the  periods  of  five  years  between 
1840  and  1814,  and  between  1845  and  1849,  were  as  follows : 

Total  eommitmeiiti  in  ^ach 
five  joAra. 

1840tol844.    1845tol849. 

Murder, 347  365 

Attempts  to  murder,  cutting,  wounding,  &c.,  1 , 1 57  1 ,  173 

Manslaughter, , 1,053  98tf 

Concealing  the  births  of  infants, 306  331 

Unnatural  offences, 561  648 

Rape  and  carnally  abusing  infants, 506  567 

Assaults  with  intent  to  ravish, 690  663 

Bigamy,. 354  399 

Assaults,  common,  and  on  peace  officers, .  • .  •  5 ,  824  5 ,  228 

Other  offences  against  the  person, 87  70 

Burglary,  house  breaking  and  sacrilege, 6 ,241  5 ,517 

Shop,  warehouse  and  curtilage  breaking, .  •  •  •  1 ,  562  1 ,325 

Robbery  and  assaults  with  intent  to  rob,  . •  •  2,306  1 ,969 

Other  violent  offences  against  property, 165  147 

Cattle,  horse  and  sheep  stealing, 2 , 984  2 ,  187 

Larcenies,  simple,  from  the  person,  dwelling 

houses,  &c., 98,169  98,361 

Embezzlement, 1,805  1,813 

Receiving  stolen  goods, 4,059  3,587 

Fraud, 3,000  2,868 
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Total  ooBiiBltm«Bta  ia  Moh 
five  jean. 

1840tol8U.    1845  to  1840. 


Other  offences  of  simple  theft  and  attempts  to 

steal, 202  260 

SLrson,  and  other  willful  burning, 519  708 

Felonious  liots  and  demolition  of  property,.  140  24 

ftfaliciously  killing  and  maiming  cattle, 176  162 

Other  malicious  offences, 231  134 

Forging  and  uttering  forged  instruments, ....  781  783 
C!oining,  putting  off  and  uttering  counterfeit 

coin, 2,047  1,946 

Offences  against  the  game  laws, 655  656 

Sedition,  riot,  fee, 1,241  256 

Breach  of  peace  and  riot, 2,676  1 ,699 

Keeping  disorderly  houses, 945  526 

Other  offences,  not  included  under  the  fore- 
going,   1,600  1,163 

Total, 142,389  136,408 


This  almost  exact  conformity  between  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  crimes  committed  within  equal  periods  of  time,  holds 
equally  good  of  the  different  ages  of  the  persons  by  whom  they 
are  committed,  as  will  appear  from  an  inspection  of  Tables  S 
and  T,  where  the  facts,  as  existing  in  the  State  of  New-Tork 
and  in  England  and  Wales,  are  grouped  together,  for  a  con- 
siderable  series  of  years. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these,  that  the  average  number  of  crimes 
in  1,000,  committed  in  the  State  of  New-York,  by  persons  under 
14  years  of  age,  was  13;  the  smallest  number,  for  any  year,  was 
80  in  1,000,  and  the  largest  was  19  in  1,000. 

The  average  proportion  of  crimes  in  1,000,  committed  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  by  persons  under  15  jCHrs,  h  56 ;  the  smallest  . 
number  in  any  one  year,  except  the  anomalous  one  of  1848,  was 
53,  and  greatest  was  65  in  the  thousand. 


[ 

This  eq^uditj  i9  also  apparent  in  the  proportions  of  the  sexes, 
asarill  appiear  from  table  U.  and  Y.,  and  with  regard  to  the  amount 
of  education,  as  will  be  seen  from  tablM'D.  and  N.  N/ 

This  most  extraordinary  coincidence  in  the  amount  and  inci- 
dents of  crime,  committed  in  each  successive  year,  and  still  moia 
in  periods  embracing  several  jears^  will  be  still  further  appareat 
on  a  careful  comparison  of  the  numbers  given  in  the  tables,  and. 
will  be  noticed  also  as  we  pass  over  the  different  special  sources, 
of' crime. 

• 

I  have  not. been  able  to  procure  the  official  statistics  of  Fraaet, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  for  a  consecutive  series-of  jeatf^^ 
but  from  the  imperfect  data  in  my  possession  I  have  no  doubt  thM 
this  equality  will  be  as  strongly  marked  in  these  states  as  in  New-' 
Yorlc  aDd  England. 

I  think  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  most  sceptical  to  resist  1b^ 
conclusion  which  the  facts  just  cited  pi'ess  so  forcibly  upon  os. 
The  inquiry  will  press  itself  on  every  mind,  "  Why  are  these 
things  so  r 

Since  the  annual  production  of  crime  is  more  regular  than  the 
annual  production  of  hay  from  a  given  meadow,  or  grain  from  a 
given  field,  or  fruit  from  a  given  number  of  trees,  or  the  annual 
amount  of  rain  falling  on  a  given  portion  of  the  earth's  surface,  or 
than  almost  any  natural  production  which  we  know  to  be  due  to 
the  action  of  regular  and  divinely  appointed  laws;  we  are  autho- 
rised by  the  severest  rule  of  logic  to  infer,  that  this  too  is  the  re- 
sult of  natural  laws  put  into  action  by  regular  and  adequate 
causes. 

If  it  be  alleged  that  a  certain  invariable  portion  of  mankind  ate' 
boru  into  the  world  with  unavoidable  tendencies  to  crime  whieh 
they  cannot  resist,  either  in  consequence  of  some  mysterious  nat^' 
ural  organization  or  some  equally  mysterious  divine  decree,  we 
answer,  that  the  explanation  does  not  adequately  account  for  Ae 
fiicts  as  they  exist;  for  on  this  hypothesis,  the  proportion  of  crim^  • 
inals  to  the  whole  population  ought  to  be  invariable  in  all  coon*  • 
tries;  but  as  we  have  seen,  they  differ  widely  in  New- York  and 
England,  and  the  difference  is  as  great  between  those  states  and 
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others.  In  Prussia  they  are  as  1  in  228.  In  Belgium  as  1  in  766. 
In  Sweden  as  1  in  891;  and  in  thn  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden  they 
are  as  1  in  410  of  the  total  population.  TaUes  B.  and  L.  show 
that  the  proportions  vary  greatly  in  different  counties  of  the  same 
;  oountry ;  and  history  assures  that  on  a  sudden  and  radical  change 
,  of  circumstances,  the  proportion  of  crimes  to  the  population  yartes 
,  gneatly  in  the  same  country.  In  Castile,  the  number  of  cvimes 
committed  during  the  latter  years  of  ihe  reign  of  Ferdinand  add 
,|aabella|  were  less  than<me-fourth  of  those  which  were  committed 
.at  their  accession.  Napoleon  reduced  the  number  of  crimes  com- 
mitted in  France  in  a  still  greater  ratio.  A  table  showing  the 
.^omber  of  crimes  in  any  country  for  a  long  series  of  years,  will 
accurately  indicate  the  years  of  famine,  by  the  increase  nuikiber 
of  crimes.  To  this  remark  an  exception  must  be  made  in  favor 
of  Ireland  during  the  famine  years  in  1847  and  1818. 

These  facts  are  conclusive  in  opposition  to  the  theory  that  the 
uniformity  of  crime  in  any  country  arises  from  the  inherent  or- 
guization  of  men,  or  the  irreversible  decree  of  the  Almighty. 
They  teach  us  rather  that  it  arises  from  the  unifonn  existence  ^f 
the  tiauses  which  produce  it,  and  that  those  causes  whatever  they 
may  be,  are  within  the  control  of  enlightened  and  i^cient  rulers. 

We  may  assume,  then,  without  farther  argument,  that  crime 
fans  in  perpetually  recurring  cycles,  that  a  certain  amount  of  It 
will  be  sure  to  occur  every  year,  just  as  a  certain  number  of  leaves 
will  clothe  the  forests  with  foliage,  and  a  certain  number  of  blades 
of  grass  will  cover  the  fields  with  verdure,  and  that  the  same 
oharacter  of  spontaniety  belongs  to  it,  as  well  as  to  the  leaves  and 
to  the  grass.  Since  every  action  implies  an  agent,  and  every  effect 
a  cause,  it  follows  that  there  must  be  a  uniform  cause  to  produce 
this  untform  effect,  or  if  it  is  due  to  a  series  of  causes,  their  con- 
joined, aggregate  action  must  be  uniform. 

Xhe  general  histories,  as  well  as  the  criminal  records,  of  vari- 
ous countries,  assure  us  tba,t  there  are  a  number  of  separate 
4^pjses  which  act  in  coi^junction  to  cause  the  commission  of  criBM. 
Jn,.UI(e  maaner  there  are  other  separate  causes  whose  conjoiiit 
AP^f>Jl  treads  to  cepiess  and  to  subdue  it.    Tba  actiom  of  theaeaoi- 
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• 

tagonistlc  forces— the*  results  of  the  several  separate  forces— are 
measured  by  the  annual  convictions,  or,  more  properly,  perhaps, 
by  the  annual  committals.  While  they  are  equal  in  power  the 
committals  remain  stationary,  when  the  criminal  forces  exceed 
the  anti-criminal  ones  their  number  increases ;  wiien  the  latter 
gain  the  preponderance  their  number  diminishes.  In  1841  the 
relative  strength  of  these  two  forces  was  measured  by  the  number 
2,643,  which  was  the  number  of  accusations  in  the  State  of  New- 
York  during  that  year.  In  1842  forces  tending  to  criminality  in- 
creased in  power,  being  represented  by  the  number  of  accnsaticms 
2,755.  In  1843  and  1844  the  anti-criminal  forces  rallied,  as  ap- 
^  pears  by  the  reduction  of  the  accusations,  to  2,660  in  the  one  year, 
and  2,575  in  the  other. 

These  facts  are  full  of  consolation  and  encouragement  to  those 
who  are  laboring  to  effect  the  suppression  of  crime.  They  de- 
monstrate, on  the  one  hand,  that  every  grog  shop  or  gambling 
house,  every  theatre  or  brothel  that  is  established,  nay,  every  oath 
that  is  sworn,  every  Sabbath  that  is  violated,  every  angry  pasdon 
that  is  indulged,  every  licentious  thought  (hat  is  cherished,  goes 
to  swell  the  aggregate  of  criminality,  and  to  enlarge,  by  some  as- 
signable integer,  its  numerical  expression. 

They  show,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  ablest  effort  for  good, 
every  benevolent  action,  every  act  of  self  denial,  although  small 
and  almost  imp9ndefable  by  itself,  yet  does  its  appropriate  work 
and  office,  and  is  felt  in  the  general  balance. 

The  great  object  of  our  effort  should  therefore  be,  to  ascertain 
what  are  the  constant  and  unvarying  causes  which  turn  the  na- 
tural depravity  of  man's  heart  into  the  channel  of  crime. 

There  are  two  distinct  methods  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  ot 
these  causes,  which  may  be  resorted  to  singly  or  in  combination; 
first,  by  conversations  with  individual  prisoners  we  may  learn  the 
causes  which  led  them  to  the  commission  of  crime,  and  when  a 
great  number  of  these  interrogations  have  been  answered,  we  may 
tabulate  the  results,  and  the  totals  will  indicate  the  comparative 
potency  of  each.  Or,  second,  we  may  compare  the  districts  where 
crime  is  most  prevalent,  with  those  where  it  is  most  rare,  and  we 
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may  then  safely  infer  that  the  differences  in  their  cireamstances 
constitute  the  causes  of  crime. 

The  results  obtained  by  either  of  these  methods  will  give  us 
accurate  views  of  the  causes  of  crime,  but  neither  will  give  us  an 
accurate  numerical  expression  of  the  relative  potency  of  those 
causes.  This  ambiguity  arises  from  the  fact  that  crime  is  rarely 
occasioned  by  the  agency  of  a  single  cause,  but  from  the  combined 
action  of  several.  Thus,  drunkenness  is  an  undoubted  caus^  of 
crime,  yet  it  rarely  is  the  sole  cause;  sometimes  it  leads  to 
gambling,  af  others  to  licentiousness,  at  others  to  j)Overty,  and  in 
other  cases  to  all  these  combined;  it  is,  then,  impossible  to  say 
which  of  these  separate  causes  are  most  potential  in  urging  the 
criminal  on  to  crime.  The  second  method  is  also  liable  to  a  simi- 
lar  ambiguity.  Were  the  existence  of  grog  shops  the  sole  cause 
of  crime,  then  crime  in  any  given  districts  would  be  in  the  exact 
ratio  of  the  number  of  grog  shops  in  each,  but  this  is  not  the  case. 
A  district  having  a  large  proportion  of  grog  shops  may  show  &r 
less  crime  than  one  where  the  proportion  of  grog  shops  is  very 
small,  but  the  latter  may  abound  in  gambling  houses,  brothels^ 
theatres,  &c.,  which  copjointly  may  produce  more  crime  than 
grog  shops  alone. 

It  is  proper  and  necessary  to  keep  these  sources  of  fallacy  in 
view,  but  I  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  a  sufficient  amount  of 
evidence  to  lead  us  to  conclusions  which  it  will  be  safe  to  rely  on 
for  all  practical  purposes. 

The  leading  and  most  widely  operative  causes  of  crime  will,  I 
think,  be  found  to  be  the  following : 

1st.  Grogshops. 

2d.    Brothels. 

3d.    Theatres. 

4th.  Gambling  houses  and  lotteries^ 

5th.  Bad  construction  and  bad  management  of 

our  common  Jails. 
6th.  Pernicious  books. 
7th.  Orphanage. 
8th.  Insanity. 


Olh.  Ignorance. 
lOtb.  Want  of  trades. 
lUh.  Poverty. 
12th.  Ineffident  preventive  police. 

If  these  causes  of  crime  were  removed,  it  would  follow  that 
(Clime  would  cease.  Not  that  it  would  so  cease  that  a  crime 
wbuld  neveri  under  any  drcumstanceSi  be  committed,  but  as  we 
say,  without  any  serious  impeachment  of  our  accuracy,  that  it  Is 
darlc  when  the  sun  has  ceased  to  shine,  although  the  feeble  Ught 
bf  stars  still  glimmers  in  the  hfeavens,  so  may 'we  say  that  aixinb 
Would  tetee  when  these  sources  were  done  up,  even  if  sudden 
passion  or  deep  seated  avarice,  here  or  the^e,  at  distant  infervals, 
prompted  its  commission.  We  propose  to  speak  of  them  in  the 
order  as  stated  above. 

1st.  Grog  Shops. — We  do  not  suppose  that  even  those  who  Will 
be  most  disposed  to  contest  the  general  viewradvanced  In  this 
paper  will  deny  that  these  establishments  are  nurseries  of  crime. 
Few  facts  are  more  generally  conceded  by  all  classes  and  all  die- 
nominations  than  this.  Even  thoso^who  keep  them  have  no  hed- 
tation  in  acknowledging  it,  but  they  contend  that  the  innate  deshe 
for  intoxicating  drinks  is  so  strong  in  man  that  they  will  obtain 
them  in  some  way ;  if  they  cannot  openly,  they  will  secretly;  if 
they  cannot  legally,  they  will  illegally ;  hence  they  allege  that, 
although  great  mischiefs  follow  from  intoxication,  yet,  on  the 
whole,  less  injury  is  caused  by  their  open  than  by  their  illidt 
sale.  Since  the  very  dealers  in  liquors  admit  the  tendency  of 
the  traffic  to  produce  crime,  we  need  not  finr  that  any  other  bod|y 
of  men  will  attempt  to  deny  it. 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  convicts  in  our  State  prisons  attributs 
their  criminality  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  with  singular 
unanimity.  <<  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  grog  shops  I  should 
never  have  been  here,"  is  the  stereotyped  complaint  which  issues 
from  almost  evecy  cell,  and  swells  in  melancholy  chorus  through 
the  corridors  of  our  prisons. 

The  laws  of  the  State  of  New- York  requlire  (he  sheriffs  to  re* 
turn  annually  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  Utbits  of  afl  criminals 
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who  have  been  senteneed  during  the  year;  with  re«peet  to  tempo- 
lanoe  and  intemperanee.  This  law  is  yery  imperfeetlj  obeyed. 
Very  many  are  eonvicted  whose  habits  are  not  reported  at  all ; 
and  of  those  who  are  reported  the  information  is  very  vague  and 
loose  The  inquiry  is  generally  made  by  the  jailor— not  by  the 
sheriff  in  person — and  he  merely  inquires  whether  the  oonviet 
has  been  temperate  or  intemperate.  Many  of  the  convicts  aro 
very  liberal  in  their  interpretation  of  the  word  temperate.  If 
they  have  not  been  drunk  every  day,  they  do  not  scruple  to  re- 
port themselves  as  temperate,  even  though  they  have  spent  their 
time  habitually  at  the  grog  shop,  and  have  been  more  or  less  dis- 
guised by  liquor  every  day.  Without  further  iuterrogation  they 
are  set  down  as  temperate,  and  appear  thus  in  the  records  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  From  this  it  appears  that  there 
is  no  danger  of  error  in  assuming  that  all  who  are  classed  as  in- 
intemperate  in  those  records  really  are  so ;  but  there  would  be 
great  error  in  assuming  that  those  who  are  reported  as  temperate 
really  are.  From  my  own  investigations  I  have  no  doubt  that 
two- thirds  who  are  returned  as  temperate  are  in  reality  frequent* 
ers  of  grog  shops,  and  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  drinkers  oi 
liquor.  I  have  visited  most  of  the  prisons  in  this  country,  some 
of  them  frequently,  and  have  had  much  personal  conference  widi 
the  prisoners,  and  I  never  found  more  than  twenty  who  did  not 
acknowledge  that  such  was  the  case  with  them.  Table  D  con- 
tains a  summary  of  the  returns  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ia 
relation  to  the  habits  of  convicted  persons  in  the  State  of  New- 
Tork  from  1846  to  1851,  from  which  it  appears  that  out  of  13,769 
criminals,  7,149  were  certainly  intemperate,  and  a  strong  proba- 
bility, amounting  to  an  almost  moral  certainty,  that  two-thirds 
of  the  remainder  were  so  also.  Of  1,125  prisoners  sentenced  to 
the  Albany  penitentiary  in  1851  and  1852, 1,013  were  intempe- 
rate, and  112  claimed  that  they  were  temperate.  x 

In  the  year  1851  there  were  756  places  where  liquor  was  sold 
in  the  city  of  Albany.  During  three  months  of  that  year  the 
police  arrested.  1,707  persons,  1,300  of  whoqotjrere  drunkards, 
and  483  were  drunk  at  the  time  of  their  arrest. 
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In  1850  ther^  were  fl\re  persons  l^ng  under  eeateaoe  of  dsMitt^ 
in  the  prisons  of  Conneetieut,  for  murders  conuuitted  under  Ihsi 
influence  of  strong  drink,  and  while  awiating  their  exeoutioai  4 
sixth  murder  occurred  from  the  same  cause. 

In  1851, 158  convicts  were  within  the  walls  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Prison;  134  of  these  were  spirit  drinkers. 

Judge  Stearns,  of  Georgia,  reports  to  Governor  Cobb  in  1853, 
as  follows  :  ^^  In  every  hundred  cases  tried  of  all  kinds,  there  have 
been  33.3  cases  with  wliich  the  evidence  connected  the  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits  as  a  cause,  or  just  one  third.  In  every  one  hundred 
cases  of  crime  against  the  person  there  have  been  46.16  cases  with 
which  the  evidence  connected  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  cause." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Judge  Stearns  does  not  pretend  to  state 
any  thing  beyond  the  cases  where  the  connection  between  intoii* 
cation  and  crime  came  out  on  the  trial,  in  evidence.  It  is  obvious 
to  all  who  are  conversant  with  criminal  trials  that  many  more 
might  have  been  led  to  crime  by  intemperance  than  would  appear 
ttrough  this  channel. 

Of  648  prisoners  committed  to  the  State  Prison  of  Maryland^ 
since  1840, 257  (41  per  cent.)  attributed  their  criminaliQr  to  in- 
toxication. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-one  persons  were  committed  to  the 
Jlail  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  In  1850  ;  of  these  282  (78  per  cent> 
were  intemperate. 

Of  962  prisoners  received  into  the  eastern  penitentiary  of  Penn- 
^Ivania,  745  (77  per  cent.)  were  addicted  to  intoxication. 

Out  of  975  prisoners  received  at  Auburn  prison,  736  (76  per 
cent)  were  drunkards,  219  were  moderate  drinkers,  (their  owar 
notions  of  moderation  being  the  standard,)  and  only  20  who  wwet 
total  abstinent)) ;  589  were  under  the  influence  of  strong  drink  at 
the  time  of  committing  the  crime,  and  367  had  intefnpwate-  pa- 
lents. 

Of  28,869  persons  oomnjuitted  to  the  county  jails  and  houses  of 
eortection  in  Massachusetts,  14,531  acknowledged  their  intemper- 
ihm.     (60  per  cent.) 


Elerea  hundred  aad  t^eatj-Diae  moriert  W6tt  cdtftBdltediA:; 
France  daring  foor  years ;  446  of  thete  (39^  per  oent)  were  codi- 
mitted  during  drunken  brawls  at  taverns. 

I  hav(d  given  the  preceding  statements  of  a  much  larger  num- 
ber in  my  possession  as  samples  of  the  overwhelming  amount  of 
testimony  which  exists  to  prove  that  intemperance  is  one  of  the 
meet  active  causes  of  cri^te.  In  the  absence  of  all  other  modes  of 
jnoof,  these  would  be  deemed  sufficient  to  establish  the  poaitioil^ 
on  an  impregnable  basis.  But  I  am  possessed  of  another  sort  of 
pK)of,  which  owing  to  the  self  indulgence  of  the  masses  and  the 
timidity  of  legislators,  is  unfortunately  more  rare  than  the  kind 
which  I  have  adduced  above.  The  proof  we  have  been  exhiUtr, 
ing  shows  that  intemperance  cau3es  crime ;  and  this,  as  we  have 
seen,  exists  in  abundance.  The  proof  which  we  now  offer  shower, 
ih0  converse  of  this,  that  Temperance  dioiinishes  crime.  Thji^. 
kind  of  proof  is  scanty,  not  that  it  ever  fails  when  tried,  but  the 
examples  of  trial  are  unfortunately  very  few.  The  first  instance 
ooGurs  in  the  U.  S.,  and  illustrates  the  influence  of  volontaiy  ab. 
atlnence.  Few  adults  have  forgotten  the  great  WaAingtonla& 
movement  which  commenced  in  1842  and  continued  with  great 
power  during  the  year  1848,  et  seq.  At  this  period,  there  wee  a 
modt  marked  revolution  in  the  drinking  usages  of  the  whole  eemr- 
try ;  long  besotted  inebriates  reformed,  moderate  drinkers  aban- 
doned wholly  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  and  the  motto  of 
<<  touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not,"  was  inscribed  in  almost  all 
the  dwellings  of  the  country,  except  those  of  the  most  fiishionable 
^  and  wealthy.  This  abstinence  began  to  make  itself  strikingly 
manifest  during  the  latter  part  of  1843  and  1844  in  the  diminu- 
tion of  crime.  The  19th  annual  report  of  the  Boston  prison  dis- 
cipline society  contains  extracts  from  the  letters  of  numerous 
prison  officers  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  all  of  whom  concur 
in,  acknowledging  the  fact  that  crime  was  rapidly  decreasing  un- 
dec  the  operation  of  the  temperance  reform.  It  alaocontaixi3.tbe: 
Rowing  statistics  taken  from  official  sources : 


<<  Maine  State  Priam.    Number  of  prisoners  in  1843,  63 ;  in 
18«t)9*;  kil841,4S;  in  1840,  68;  in  1887, 77 ;  afenge  Mm- 

ber  te  UfMit  pfei4oiit  to  1837, 80 ;  lothitdMttiiiabirer  jpil^ 
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toMM'tas  diminished  nearly  one  fbnrthi  while  tlie  whole  popu- 
lation has  inoreased  one  fourth.'' 

MThe  number  of  prisoners  committed  to  the  state  prison  in 
1843,  was  27 ;  in  1842, 31 ;  the  average  number  committed  in  IS 
years  previous  to  1837  was  44  ;  shewing  a  decrease  of  more  than 
one  third  in  the  number  of  commitments." 

<<  Vermont  State  Prism.  The  number  of  prisoners  in  1843,  was 
6B  ;  in  1842,  73  ;  in  1837,  92 ;  which  was  the  smallest  numb^ 
in  26  years,  the  average  number  for  that  period  having  been  about 
100,  and  the  highest  number,  138 ;  shewing  a  diminution  of  more 
than  one  third  firom  the  average  for  a  long  period  of  years.  At 
the  same  time  the  population  increased  one  third." 

<<  The  number  of  persons  committed  to  the  State  Prison  in  Ver- 
mont indicates  also  a  diminution  of  crime.  In  1843,^ ;  in  1837, 
30  ;  average  number  for  20  years  preceding,  36,  being  a  dimin- 
ution in  the  number  of  commitments  of  about  one  third." 

^JfeiD  Hampshire  State  Prism?^  Number  of  prftoners  in 
1848,  99 ;  in  1842,  92 ;  in  1841,  84  ;  in  1840,  78 ;  in  1839, 78; 
in  1837, 72 ;  average  number  for  10  years,  73  ]  showing  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  persons  of  about  one  fourth,  which  cor- 
responds nearly  with  the  increase  of  the  population." 

«  The  number  of  commitments  to  the  State  Prison  also  increased 
in  a  similar  proportion." 

^^  In  Massachusetts  State  Prison^  Number  of  prisoners  in  1843| 
245 ;  in  1842, 287 ;  in  1841,  331 ;  in  1840,  322 ;  in  1839,  318  \ 
in  1837, 331.  Average  number  in  10  years  preceding  1837,  298, 
showing  a  diminution  of  33  from  the  average  number  25  years 
ago.  During  this  time  the  population  has  increased  about  oxie 
half. 

<*  The  number  committed  last  year  was  97 ;  the  average  num- 
ber committed  for  ten  years  previous  to  1837,  was  99 ;  showing 
in  this  regard  a  small  diminution,  while  the  population  greatlj 
increased." 

^  Jh  Ommectiaa  State  Pris<m.^    Number  of  prisoMTS  ia  1843, 
S«8;  in  1849, 211 ;  in  1841, 205;  average  number  fiuraiM  jeaM 


pfeTioot  to  1838, 191.    Here  is  a  anall  iacraiae  of^  prisonais  but 
not  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population." 

<^  Number  committed  to  prison  year  ending  1843,  54 ;  average 
unmber  committed  for  10  years  preceding  1837,  61;  shewing  a 
diminution  in  the  number  of  commitments,  notwithstanding  the 
increase  of  population." 

<<  In  Rhode  Island  State  Prism?^  Number  of  prisoners  in  1843, 
S2 ;  in  1842,  23  ;  in  1841, 21  ;  in  1840,  14 ;  this  was  very  soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  Prison  operations." 

^<  The  number  committed  last  year  was  10  ;  the  year  before,  9 ; 
and  the  year  before  that  6 ;  shewing  a  small  increase ;  but  the 
whole  number  committed  from  November,  1838,  to  October,  1813, 
was  only  47." 

**  In  JWw  York  State  Prison  at  Sing  Sing.  The  number  of  pris- 
oners in  1843,  763  ;  average  number  for  6  years  previous  to  1837 
814.  The  prison  contains  1000  cellSj  and  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 183f,  the  Inspectors  reported  to  the  Governor,  that  thenum-v 
ber  of  convicts  at  one  time  during  the  year  then  passed,  had  ex- 
ceeded 1,000,  and  that  it  might  be  fairly  estimated  that  the  num- 
ber would  not  fall  short  in  the  course  of  the  following  year  of 
1200.  Instead  of  this,  it  diminished,  and  in  September  last  it  was 
763,  showing  a  very  considerable  diminution,  notwithstanding  the 
vast  increase  in  population  in  the  State  and  city  of  New  York. 
These  remarks  apply  only  to  the  prison  for  men,  the  prison  for 
women  at  Sing  Sing  having  been  established  comparatively  a  short 
time." 

<<  In  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn^  the  number  of  prisoners  in  1843, 
was  771;  in  1842,  712;  in  1841,  707;  in  1840,  695;  in  1839,  670; 
in  1837, 678;  average  number  for  10  years  previous  to  1837,  641 ; 
showing  a  very  gradual  increase  in  a  period  of  nearly  20  years,  of 
about  one  sixth  part,  while  the  population  of  New  York  has  in- 
creased in  that  period  more  than  one  million,  or  nearly  one-half ; 
showing  therefore  not  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  prisoners, 
but  an  increase  in  a  far  less  ratio  than  the  increase  of  population." 

In  the  Pennsylvania  State  Prison  at  Philadelphia^  the  number  of 
furiaoimi  in  1844,  was  3S9 ;  in  1843, 366 ;  in  1842, 331  {  aventfe 
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nuknber  in  dx  yean  preceding  1842,  887  ;  shewiiig  on  the  whole, 
a  diminution  in  the  number  of  prisoners ;  while  the  population  of 
Pennsylvania  has  increased  one  tliird  in  ten  years." 

<^  In  the  Maryland  State  Prison  at  Baltimore,  the  number  of 
t^rlsoners  in  1843,  was  287  ;  in  1842, 290;  in  1841,284  ;  in  1840, 
329 ;  in  1839, 328 ;  in  1838,  353 ;  in  five  years  preceding  1888, 
an  average  of  381 ;  showing  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  priso- 
ners of  one  fourth."  Tliis  being  one  of  the  results  of  the  great 
temperance  reform  which  it  will  be  remembered  began  in  Balti- 
more and  worlce^  niost  powerfully  there. 

Our  next  proof  iB  taken  from  the  other  side  of  the  Athmtle, 
and,  as  we  thinlc,  is  one  of  the  most  powerful,  convincing  and  nn- 
mistalcable  pieces  of  demonstrative  evidence  on  record  in  relar 
tion  to  this  question. 

An  act  of  Parliament  was  passed  which  toolc  effeot  in  1849,  in- 
quiring  public  houses  to  be  closed  from  12  o'doclc  on  Saturday 
night  to  half  past  12  o'cloclc  on  Sunday  night;  the  following  ta- 
ble exhibits  the  number  of  crimes  committed  in  three  dilfereBt 
cHles  of  England  during  the  three  years  preceding  and  the  three 
years  succeeding  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 

City  of  Bristol. 

Tean  ending  Fdoxdes.    Mbdemeui-    Dnmken-   Totelif- 

hiJwie.  oBk  MM.    pnhwiii 

1846,. •; 1008  2386  722  41« 

1847, 1012  2426  576  4014 

1848, ,   1165  2435  456  406S 

1849, 1066  2133  400  8599 

1850, 982  1610  361  2953 

1861, 1106  1601  361  3068 

Average  per  annum  for  8   ?       j^gi        2415        534        40,3 
years,  ending  June  1848, ) 

Average  p^  annum  for  3   J       j^jg        j^g^        3^4        ^^ 
years,  ending  June,  1852, 5 

GiTT  OF  MaNCUESTSB. 

Committed  for  all  offences  3  years  before  the  act, 10,828 

Committed  for  all  o^ences  3  years  after  the  act, 5,850 
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City  of  Leeds. 

Average  committed  for  the  3  years  before  the  act, 423 

Average  committed  for  the  3  years  after  the  act, •  841 

Shewing  a  diminution  of  crime  amounting  to  28.55  per  cent  for 
Aristol;  of  45.97  per  cent  for  Manchester;  and  of  19.38  per  cent 
lor  Leeds.  The  average  diminution  for  the  three  places  is  30.89 
p^cent. 

The  following  proofs,  which  have  fallen  into  my  hands  since  the 
Hbove  ^as  written,  and  which  strongly  corroborate  the  position 
asaumed,  consist  of  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
tiXj  of  Portland  (Me.)  to  the  city  council  on  the  working 
of  the  Maine  law.  "  There  were  committed  to  the  Alms  Housg 
from  June  1st,  1850,  to  March  20  1851  (before  the  law)  253 
252  persons.  From  June  1st,  1851  to  March  20, 1852,  (after  the 
law)  146  persons.  Difference  in  nine  months  106  in  favor  of  the 
law.  Number  in  the  alms  house  March  20th,  1851, 112;  num- 
ber in  the  alms  house  March  20th,  1852,  90 ;  diflference  82. 
Number  of  families  assisted  out  of  the  alms  house  from  June  Ist, 
1850  to  March  20th  1851, 135 ;  from  June  1st  1851  to  March  80th 
1852,  90 ;  difference  in  nine  months  (just  one-third,)  45.  Seven- 
ty-five of  the  90  in  the  alms  house,  March  20th,  1852,  came  there 
through  intemperance ;  four  of  the  ninety  were  not  there  through 
that  cause ;  the  history  of  the  remaining  eleven  are  not  known. 

Committed  to  the  House  of  Correction  for  intemperance  from 
June  l8t  1850  to  March  20th  1851, 46;  for  larceny,  &c.  &«.  12; 
in  all,  58.  From  June  1st,  1851 ,  to  March  20th,  1852,  for  intem- 
perance 10;  for  larceny,  &c.  &c.,  3;  in  all  13;  a  difference  in 
nine  months  of  more  than  three*  fourths. 

At  the  term  of  the  Police  District  Court  in  Portland,  March 
1852,  but  one  indictment  was  found  for  larceny,  and  that  was  the 
result  of  a  malicious  prosecution ;  while  at  the  March  term  of 
1851,  seventeen  indictments  were  found.  There  were  committed 
to  the  watch  house  from  June  1st  1850  to  and  including  March 
1851, 431  persons.  For  the  corresponding  period  of  1851-2,  af- 
ter the  enactment  of  the  Maine  law,  the  number  was  180  ;  a  de- 
duotion  of  three-flflbs,  notwithstanding  the  increased  vigilance  of 
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the  police  in  the  latter  period  in  arresting  people  found  in  the 
streets  in  a  state  of  intoxication." 

Tl)e  returns  from  the  common  jail  showed  as  striking  a  con- 
trast as  those  stated  above.    The  Major's  report  continaes : 

<c  Committed  to  the  jail  for  drunkenness,  larceny,  he.  ftom 
June  1st  1850,  to  March  20,  I85I,  279;  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1851-2, 135 ;  difference  144.  Deduct  liquor  sellers  (72) 
imprisoned  in  the  latter  term,  and  we  have  63  for  drunkenness, 
larceny,  &c.,  against  279  for  the  corresponding  period  before  the 
Maine  law,  a  deduction  of  almost  7-9th8  in  the  short  period  of  9 
months.  There  were  in  the  jail  on  the  20th  of  March  1850, 25 
persons;  on  the  20th  of  March  1851,  7  persons,  three  of  whom 
were  liquor  sellers ;  without  them  the  numbers  would  be  4  against 
85  of  the  corresponding  day  of  1851 ,  a  falling  off  of  more  than  83 
per  cent  in  the  short  period  of  nine  months." 

The  jails  of  Kennebec,  Franklin  and  Somerset  counties  were 
empty,  and  that  of  Penobscot  county  nearly  so,  while  the  alms 
houses  of  the  state  were  rapidly  undergoing  the  process  of  depq>* 
Illation.  The  alms  house  at  Portland  was  built  when  the  city 
contained  about  10,000  inhabitants,  and  at  23,000  it  was  densely 
crowded.  The  authorities  were  considering  the  erection  of  a  new 
one  to  cost  $50,000 ;  but  after  the  Maine  law  had  been  in  opera- 
tion a  few  months  only,  ranges  of  apartments  were  empty  there ; 
and  the  establishment  as  it  now  stands  will  be  sufficient,  under 
a  vigorous  enforcement  of  the  Maine  law,  until  the  city  shall  con- 
tain 100,000  inhabitants. 

We  have  thus  submitted  specimens  from  the  different  species  of 
evidence  in  our  possession,  which  shew  that  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  as  a  drink,  is  a  fearful  provocative  of  crime.  We  believe 
no  truth  received  among  men,  was  ever  demonstrated  by  clearer 
or  more  unambiguous  evidence,  and  we  commend  with  it  great  com 
fidence  to  the  serious  and  deliberate  consideration  of  all  into  whose 
liands  it  may  fall. 

2.  Brothels  are  prolific  sources  of  crime.  We  trust  we  shall 
offend  no  real  delicacy  by  an  allusion  to  this  subject.  Too  many 
fiunilies  liave  been  ruined|  too  many  fathers  have  had  their  gray 
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ludrs  brought  with  sorrow  to  the  grave, — too  many  mothers  have 
been  oondemned  to  long  years  of  silent,  but  excrnciatiDg  mental 
torture, — ^the  evil  is  too  widely  spread  and  too  deeply  rooted,-^it 
is  too  luxuriant  in  its  growth  and  increase  to  permit  us  to  pass  it 
over  in  silence.  The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
ehaplain  of  the  (Connecticut  State  Prison*  shows  the  influence  of 
licentiousness  on  the  production  of  crime.  ^^Will  you  please,  sir 
preach  from  this  text  next  time!*'  was  lately  a  convict's  request., 
«  What  text?"  <<  This  here  in  Hosea :  the  4th  chapter  and  11th 
verse,  where  it  says,  <  Whoredom  and  wine,  and  new  wine  take 
away  the  heart.' "  ^^  Why  do  you  wish  to  have  that  text  preached 
from?"  ^^Because,  sir,  they  are  what  brought  me  here,  and  I 
guess  most  all  the  rest  of  us."  This  man  guessed  right.  Scarce- 
ly a  man  can  be  found  in  prison,  who  was  not  in  the  habit,  when 
at  liberty,  of  going  to  those  who  ^^  put  the  bottle  to  their  neigh- 
bors mouth,"  or  to  those  ^^whose  feet  go  down  to  death."  Some 
particular  places  may  be  pointed  out,  where,  under  the  blighting 
influence  referred  to,  criminals  are  multiplied,  as  it  were,  by 
wholesale. 

In  a  period  of  five  years,  about  40  colored  persons  have  been 
sent  to  this  prison,  who  had  been  convicted  of  crime  in  New  Ha- 
ven. Nearly  all  these  individuals  have  referred  to  their  noctur- 
^  nal  visits  to  a  den  of  infamy  kept  in  that  city,  as  being  closely 
connected  with  the  crime  for  which  they  were  convicted.  The 
following  testimony  from  Dr.  Lieber,  is  in  point :  <<I  have  taken 
pains,"  he  says,  ^^  to  ascertain  the  character  of  a  number  of  con- 
victs, and  as  far  as  my  experience  has  gone,  it  shows  me  that 
there  is,  almost  without  exception,  some  unprincipled  or  aban- 
doned woman,  who  played  a  prominent  part  in  the  life  of  every 
convict ;  be  it  a  worthless  mether  who  poisons  by  her  corrupt  ex- 
ample the  souls  of  her  children, — or  a  slothful  intemperate  wife 
who  disgusts  her  husband  with  his  home,— or  a  prostitute,  whose 
wants  must  be  satisfied  by  theft,— or  a  receiver  of  plunder, — or  a 
spy  of  opportunities  for  robbery." 

We  too  are  enabled  to  corroborate  these  assertions  of  Dr.  Lie- 
ber by  as  extensive  a  range  of  enquiries  at  the  cells  of  our  States 
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Prisons  as  usually  falls  to  the  share  of  a  single  individaiil.  We 
are  satisfied  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  lleentiousness  is  a 
mighty  engine  of  the  devil  for  the  production  of  erime.  A  moral 
instructor  in  tne  eastern  penitentiary  of  Philadelphia  *  investi* 
gated  the  cases  of  962  prisoners  committed  to  that  institution)  and 
found  that  182  of  them  w^re  directly  caused  by  lieentiousMK) 
and  the  chaplain  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison  found  that  251  out 
of  the  452  who  were  willing  to  answer  the  question  were  guilty 
Of  the  same  thing. 

A  fearful  light  was  cast  upon  us,  illustrative  of  the  tendenqf 
of  licentiousness  to  produce  crime,  by  an  interview  with  a  fiJlen 
women  in  one  of  our  Penitentiary  hospitals ;  and  perhaps  we  can 
in  no  way  better  enforce  upon  the  public  mind,  the  danger  of  sneh 
courses,  than  by  briefly  narrating  the  facts  of  the  case  as  Ihey 
were  disclosed  to  us. 

We  were  arrested  in  passing  through  the  hospital  by  the  relics, 
in  one  of  the  inmates,  not  only  of  beauty,  but  of  those  nameless, 
indescribable  indications  which  constitute  the  charm  and  the 
attestation  of  good  breeding  and  polished  society.  She  must  have 
possessed  these  attributes  in  her  palmy  days  in  a  high  degree,  to 
have  retained  so  much  through  the  wear  and  tear  of  long  years  of 
di^;usting  criminality. 

On  speaking  to  her  we  were  no  less  struck  with  the  sweetly 
modulated  tones  of  her  voice,  and  the  extreme  elegance  of  her 
language ;  nothing  could  be  more  appropriate  than  her  phraseolo- 
gy, her  words  were  most  adroitly  chosen,  and  conveyed  her  mean- 
ing in  the  most  clear  and  accurate  manner.  We  were  not,  there- 
fore surprised  to  hear  that  she  had  been  born  and  reared  in  the 
mansions  of  afQuence  and  luxury.  Her  family  was  one  of  the 
highest  respectability,  her  father  was  a  wealty  merchant,  who 
spared  no  pains  nor  expense  in  giving  his  children  the  best  edu- 
cation that  could  possibly  be  obtained ;  they  were  introduced  into 
the  best  society  and  allowed  to  expend  as  much  as  they  desired  in 
the  adornment  of  their  persons  and  the  gratification  of  their  taste. 
Just  as  she  completed  her,  education  and  was  fairly  launched  into 
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the  stream  of  society,  in  the  very  acme  of  that  delieions  intoxfca- 
Hon  which  the  first  taste  of  fashionable  life  almost  invariably 
erentes,  the  goblet  was  rudely  dashed  from  her  Ifps,  and  by  a  rapid 
and  painful  transition  she  was  compelled  to  drain  the  cup  of 
poverty  to  the  very  dregs.  During  a  severe  commercial  revulsion 
lier  father  failed,  honorably  giving  up  every  thing  he  possessed, 
even  the  personal  ornaments  of  his  wife  and  daughters,  to  satisfy 
tfie  demands  of  his  creditors ;  but  the  violence  of  the  change  was 
too  great  for  his  strength ;  in  a  short  time  he  was  consigned  to  the 
•grave,  tlie  expenses  of  his  burial  absorbing  every  dollar  in  the 
poesession  of  the  &mily.  The  mother  had  been  too  long  accus- 
tomed to  the  dissipations  of  feshionable  life  to  meet  her  altered 
drcnmstances  with  any  thing  like  judgment  or  prudence,  but 
4lunk  at  once,  without  energy  or  effort,  m  querulous  complaining 
and  impotent  despair.  They  resorted  to  the  wealthy  friends  of 
their  prosperity  for  assistance,  but  were  civilly  repulsed,  and  the 
only  mode  remaining  for  them  to  escape  starvation  was  for  ihe 
daughter  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  dress  maker  and  work  for  her 
daily  bread. 

She  told  us  no  mortal  lips  could  speak  the  unutterable  anguidi 
of  her  spirit  as  she  brooded,  through  long  days  of  mortification, 
and  loi^  nights  of  weeping,  over  the  disparity  between  her  for- 
mer and  her  present  condition.  She  built  the  whole  superstruc- 
ture of  her  happiness  on  the  pomp,  and  glitter,  and  gaiety  of  ia- 
ahionable  life,  and  when  these  were  swept  from  her  grasp  she  was 
in  thick  darkness,  without  a  single  ray  of  light  to  give  her  joy 
Pst  the  present,  or  hope  for  future  years.  Becoming  a  proficient 
in  her  trade,  she  was  entrusted  with  the  best  kinds  of  work,  and 
was  often  stung  to  madness  by  being  compelled  to  adorn  with 
elaborate  and  costly  ornaments  the  bridal  dresses  of  young  ladies 
who,  a  few  short  months  before,  received  less  of  the  devotion  of 
the  drawing  room,  and  were  less  sought  after  in  the  danee  than 
she  herself  had  been,  but  now  looked  down  upon  her  with  a 
haughty  pity,  more  stinging  by  far  than  absolute  rudeness. 
^^  Oh  !  sir,''  said  she,  <^  if  you  have  a  daughter,  pray  for  her  that 
poverty  and  pride  may  never  meet  together  in  her  person." 
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There  is  wondraas  power  in  time  to  meet  the  most  poigneAt 
distress.  When  a  broad  traet  of  time  intervenes  between  us  and 
a  crowning  sorrow,  it  is  divested  of  half  its  bitterness,  Just  as 
the  rough  crags  and  frowning  precipices  of  a  £ur-off  mountain 
are  blended  in  harmonious  smoothness  by  the  distance ;  and  sotr 
fering  long  bomci  loses  its  asperity  by  the  sheer  force  of  habitual 
endurance. 

Time  worked  its  effected  office  on  her.  Her  taste  and  skill 
commanded  liberal  wages  which  enabled  her  to  make  considora- 
ble  additions  to  her  wardrobe.  Her  glass  assured  her  that  hst 
personal  charms  had  not  been  diminished  by  her  misfortuneSi 
and  Iiope,  <^  which  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast,"  suggest- 
ed to  Iier  that  a  fortunate  marriage  might  yet  restore  her  to  those 
charmed  circles  whose  delights  she  had  once  tasted^  and  which 
she  longed  more  and  more  to  re-enter.  This  idea,  which  first  oc- 
curred as  a  bare  suggestion,  grew  daily  in  strength,  and  at  length 
became  an  overmastering  passion,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
which  all  her  energies  were  taxed  to  their  utmost  tension.  She 
rose  early  and  walked  in  the  pure  morning  air  to  restore  the  ro- 
seate hue  to  her  complexion,  which  had  somewhat  faded  from  too 
close  an  application  to  her  sedentary  labors,  and  diligently  culti- 
vated her  voice  while  busily  plying  her  needle.  She  paid  Che 
utmost  attention  to  her  dress,  and  endeavored,  by  every  means  in 
her  power,  to  attract  the  attention  of  eligible  young  men;  in 
this  she  was  soon  successful,  and  the  pretty  dressmaker  became  a 
genera] '  favorite  among  a  certain  class  of  young  men,  who,  re- 
leased by  affluence  from  the  cares  of  business,  are  too  happy  to 
find  any  means  to  kill  the  weary  hours,  irrespective  of  their  mo- 
rality or  ultimate  tendency. 

She  was  delighted  with  the  success  of  h^r  schemes,  and  flat- 
tered herself  that  she  would  soon  make  a  permanent  conquest, 
wliich  would  enable  her  to  bid  adieu  to  the  weary  monotony  of 
her  needle,  and  enable  her  once  more  to  resume  her  station  in 
the  gay  and  giddy  throng,  among  whom  she  expected  to  taste  un- 
mixed felicity. 

Just  at  this  Juncture  she  became  ac^uahited;  or  rather  renewed 
a  former  acquaintance  with  a  young  man  of  respeofable  conned- 
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lonit  and  of  great  wealth  both  in  poaseasion  and  expeetanqri  and 
yery  soon  she  found  that  she  was  really  in  Rnre  with  him.  Fa- 
shionable life  was  now  divested  of  its  oharms,  for  she  felt  that 
with  him  she  could  live  happily  in  the  meanest  hoyel|  and  sub- 
mit with  cheerfulness  to  the  severest  privations. 

But  the  young  man  was  a  cold  hearted  villain,  he  cared  no- 
thing for  the  poor  dressmaker,  save  as  an  amusement  for  the  pass- 
ing hour,  and  never  dreamed  that  one  so  far  beneath  him  in  so- 
cial station  could  ever  think  seriously  of  a  matrimonial  alliance 
with  him. 

One  evening  he  invited  her  to  ride,  and  alighting  at  one  of  the 
ostensible  houses  of  refreshment  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  he 
offered  her  a  glass  of  wine,  it  was  drugged,  a  profound  stupor 
ensued,  and  on  awakening  the  next  morning  found  that  she  was 
ruined. 

There  are  moments  when  a  whole  lifetime  seems  concentrated 
into  a  single  instant,  when  the  intellect  works  with  a  rapidity  no 
physical  examples  can  illustrate.  It  was  so  with  her.  The 
whole  magnitude  of  the  injury  burst  upon  her  at  once,  with  all 
its  antecedents,  and  all  Its  terrible  consequences,  and  she  devoted 
her  whole  life  to  a  revenge  which  should  know  no  moderation  or 
mercy,  no  weariness  nor  cessation.  The  plan  in  all  its  complicat- 
ed details  was  developed  in  a  moment,  and  adhered  to  with  an 
untiring  energy  which  a  veritable  fiend  could  scarcely  hope  to 
surpass. 

She  offered  no  reproaches  to  her  betrayer,  treated  the  injury  as 
a  harmless  jest,  and  even  invited  a  continuance  of  the  intimacy. 
Henceforth  she  was  the  Evil  Genius  of  his  life.  Secretly  and 
subtly  she  goaded  him  on  to  every  species  of  vice  and  debauchery ; 
professing  the  most  tender  and  unselfish  affection,  she  drew 
money  from  him  continually,  with  which  she  hired  sharpers — ^men 
about  town — thoroughly  versed  in  every  species  of  knaverp 
Whose  business  it  was  to  fhmish  him  with  provocatives  to  gamb- 
ling, drinking,  and  every  conceivable  form  of  vice.  She  care- 
iUly  watched  every  rally  of  liis  better  nature,  and  by  a  skiUAil 
alternation  of  persuasion,  threatening  and  banter,  choaked  the 
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flist  riaiog  of  every  virtuoiu  impulse,  and  conftnned  bim  in  hiif 
career  of  vice  aad  dissipation. 

She  knew  fall  well  where  this  would  lead  himi  nor  was  she^ 
disappdnted.  Gambling  redueed  him  to  poverty,  and  draaken^ 
ness  and  debauchery  destroyed  his  health.  Then,  when  he  was^ 
thoroughly  fastened  in  her  toils,  when  poverty  and  sickness  had 
done  their  work,  when  he  was  unable  to  procure  a  wretched  bed 
or  a  scanty  meal  except  through  her  charity,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  did  she  wreak  her  long-cherished  vengeance  upon  him.  It 
was  her  daily  delight  to  visit  him,  to  upbraid  him,  to  reveal  to 
him  in  bitter  irony  the  machinery  by  which  she  had  wrought  his 
ruin ;  and  when  the  last  closing  scene  drew  near,  she  sat  by  his 
bedside,  like  a  vampire  or  a  ghoul,  and  mingled  her  awful  exe- 
crations with  the  screams  extorted  by  his  dying  agonies. 

Her  vengeance  was  not  yet  satisfied :  she  had  as  yet  ruined 
only  one  man  in  body  and  in  soul;  she  demanded  more  victims; 
her  warfare  was  against  the  whole  sex,  which  to  her  perverted 
vision  were  all  accursed.  Whenever  she  could  fits  ten  her  fimgi 
on  a  young  man  of  genteel  family,  whose  prospects  w .  ere  Irht, 
and  whose  career  was  likely  to  be  brilliant,  she  never  relaxed  her 
hold,  she  studied  every  point  in  his  character,  his  hopes  and  fears, 
everything  that  attracted  or  repulsed  him,  and,  adapting  with  de- 
moniac sagacity,  the  means  to  the  end,  she  seldom  failed  in  her 
accursed  purpose.  She  told  u;  she  had  hunted  down  no  less* 
than  thirty-two  young  men.  Some  ended  their  career  in  the 
States  Prison,  others  were  inextricably  involved  in  disgrace,  and 
others  were  landed  in  the  cold  and  silent  grave. 

We  asked  if  she  believed  that  all  her  sisters  in  infamy  felt  the 
same  hatred  of  mankind,  and  the  same  desire  to  involve  them  in 
disgiace  as  she  had  done  ? 

She  replied,  that  she  believed  the  feeling  to  be  universal  amoaft 
them  all.  When  a  woman  had  once  fallen  she  desired  to  reveogs 
herself  not  only  on  her  seducer,  but  on  all  his  sex,  and  no  §fum 
was  followed  with  greater  reUsh  than  involving  all  who  caoM 
within  the  compass  of  their  toils  in  crime  and  its  oonsaquMJk 
punishment.    While  they  were  but  few  who  possessed  th#  poww 
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of  cosoantrating  their  energies  on  a  single  point  so  unwaveringly^ 
or  could  continue  them  as  perseveringly  as  herself,  yet  most  of 
them  could  number  some  two  or  three  victims  whom  they  had 
mined,  and  many  of  these  had  been  induced  to  the  actual  com- 
mission of  crime. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  history  of  her  life  given  to  us  by  tkia 
woman  is  a  gross  exaggeration — that  it  is  no  way  possible  that 
one  woman  could  have  ruined  as  many  as  thirty-two  young  men, 
— that  she  was  animated  by  the  same  feelings  which  often  in- 
duces thieves  to  exaggerate  their  exploits,  and  to  boast  of  deeds 
that  it  is  impossible  they  could  have  committed.  It  may  be  so. 
We  do  not  pretend  to  have  the  power  of  judging  the  secrets  of 
the  heart.  She  cautiously  avoided  giving  any  particulars  by 
which  we  could  test  the  accuracy  of  her  story,.on  the  alleged 
ground  that  it  might  lead  to  the  discovery  of  her  family,  which 
she  desired  to  shield  from  all  participation  in  her  disgrace.  She 
was  so  far  reduced  by  disease  that  there  was  no  possible  hope  of 
her  recovery,  and  she  fully  expected  to  die  in  a  few  days.  She 
appeared  thoroughly  penitent,  and  seemed  to  mourn  her  sins 
with  real  contrition.  Under  these  circumstances  we  could  not 
withhold  our  belief  in  the  truth  of  her  story.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
it  seems  clear  that  these  women  have  the  desire  for  vengeance, 
and  if  they  are  not  successful  in  seducing  young  men  to  the  com- 
mission of  crime  it  is  not  from  lack  of  opportunity,  and  not  from 
want  of  will  to  do  sq. 

When  we  remember  that  in  the  city  of  New- York:  alone  there 
are  fourteen  tfumsand  prostitutes,  and  a  proportionate  number  in 
the  other  cities  of  the  State,  we  may  arrive  at  some  approximar 
tion  to  an  accurate  idea  of  the  amount  of  crime  in  this  State, 
which  ift  caused  directly  by  the  vice  of  licentiousness. 

3d.  Theatres  are  sources  of  crime.  Without  pretending  to  de- 
cide whether  theatrical  exhibitions  may  not  be  so  arranged  and 
directed  that  they  will  not  injure  society  or  even  subserve  the 
purposes  of  schoo}s  of  moral  training  ;  nothing,  is  more  oe;rtaia 
than  that  as  at  present  conducted  they  are  fearful  uutserie^  q^ 
eriina.    They  operate  both  directly  and  indirectly  to  produioe  thii 
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the  ayennes  wbioh  letd  to  other  soorees  of  erime. 

Diieotlji  ihey  fill  the  minds  of  youth  with  Impure  morality, 
making  vice  attractive,  and  virtue  ludicrous.  Actors  and  actress- 
es are  generally  notorious  for  the  looseness  of  their  lives,  their  so- 
ciety being  eagerly  sought  by  the  frequenters  of  the  theatreSi  the 
latter  are  gradually  but  certainly  corrupted. 

They  tend  to  disgust  the  minds  of  youth  with  the  sober  pursniti 
of  honest  industry.  The  tinsel  glitter,  the  radiant  lights,  the 
mimic  kings  and  queens,  the  nobles  and  heroes  of  the  stage,  dance 
like  phantasmagoria  before  the  mental  vision  of  the  votary  of  the 
theatre.  He  is  haunted  at  every  turn  with  the  memory  of  the 
luxurious  revels,  the  obscene  allusions  and  the  many  jests  of  the 
previous  evening,  and  these  quite  disqualify  him  for  that 
earnest  attention  and  willing  activity  which  are  essential  for  suc- 
cess at  the  merchant's  desk  or  the  mechanic's  bench.  As  the  ma- 
nia for  the  theatre  grows  upon  its  victim,  as  it  is  almost  sure  to 
do,  he  grows  more  and  more  neglectful  of  his  duties,  and  more 
and  more  despises  the  homely  details  of  every  day  life,  at  length 
he  loses  his  situation  or  fails  in  business,  and  is  cast  adrift  on  the 
community.  Unable  to  abandon  the  source  of  his  pleasurable  ex- 
citement to  the  drunkard  or  the  opium  eater,  he  still  frequents 
the  theatre,  and  of  course  incurs  all  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
indulgence.  His  income  being  stopped  these  soon  exhaust  his 
exchequer  and  he  resorts  to  forgery,  or  passing  counterfeit  money 
or  some  other  unlawful  means  of  replenishing  it,  until  the  State 
relieves  him  of  the  necessity,  by  providing  him  quarters  in  a 
prison.  That  such  is  the  routine  run  through  by  great  numbers 
of  the  frequenters  of  theatres  is  asserted  too  ^frequently  at  the 
doors  of  our  prison  cells  to  leave  its  truth  any  longer  a  doubtfiil 
matter.  That  theatres  are  frequented  by  prostitutes,  that  they 
are  supplied  with  bars,  that  they  are  recognised  houses  of  assig- 
nation, and  possess  all  the  worst  attributes  of  the  grog  shop,  re- 
quires no  demonstration  here,  their  apologists  are  obliged  to  confess 
that  they  are  vestibules  of  the  brothel  and  the  grog  shop,  nor  is  it 
mott  doubtful  that  these  habitual  firequenters  gravitate  towards 
thtte  places  as  naturally  as  the  stone  to  the  bottom  of  the  well. 


4th.  Oambling  houses  and  lattery  ofieet  are  sources  of  crime. 
Out  of  975  prisoners  at  Auburn,  317  were  habitual  gamblers. 
Out  of  962  prisoners  at  the  eastern  penitentarj  at  Philadelphia, 
19  attributed  their  first  introduction  to  the  paths  of  crime  to 
gaming  and  lotteries,  how  many  were  accelerated  in  their  career 
commenced  by  other  causes  is  not  stated.  Out  of  156  prisoners, 
in  the  state  prison  of  Connecticut  53  were  gamblers.  Rev.  G. 
Smith,  chaplain  of  the  Connecticut  State  prison,  testifies  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Many  prisoners  hasten  their  ruin  by  buying  lottery  ticlc- 
ets,  but  rarely  is  one  known  to  commit  crime  when  he  has  money 
in  a  savings  bank.* 

Two  classes  of  men  are  found  in  gambling  houses,  viz:  sharpers 
and  their  dupes.  The  first  of  these  are  sometimes  victimised  by 
their  superiors  in  cunning,  and  having  long  since  cast  off  all  th^ 
restraints  of  virtue,  they  make  no  scruple  of  resorting  to  robbery^ 
forgery,  or  even  to  murder,  to  recruit  their  finances.  The  latter 
class  are  skillfully  prepared  for  these  avocations  by  the  peculiar 
education  to  which  they  are  subjected.  The  secrets  of  gambling 
houses  have  been  so  thoroughly  exposed  by  Green,  the  reformed 
gambler,  that  their  peculiar  influence  in  producing  crime  is  now 
well  understood.  As  with  grog  shops,  brothels  and  theatres, 
there  is  an  infatuation  connected  with  gambling,  which,  gradually 
fastening  on  those  who  indulge  in  it,  disenables  them  to  escape 
from  the  habit,  however  much  they  may  desire  to  do  so. 

They  work  an  almost  total  paralysis  of  the  moral  powers  while 
they  stimulate  the  selfish  propensities  to  the  highest  pitch  of  ten- 
sion; so  that,  not  merely  in  extraordinary ,  but  in  the  most  ordina- 
ry cases,  the  gambler,  with  entire  intellectual  appreciation  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  involved,  of  the  e;i(treme  hazard  of  the 
lesult,  and  the  overwhelming  ruin  that  will  ensue  from  ill  suo- 
cess,  will  stake  all  that  he  is  worth  in  the  world,  the  watch  in  hi§ 
pocket,  nay  the  very  clothes  upon  his  back,  rather  than  ^nounc^ 
the  gratification  of  this  overmastering  passion.  In  case  of  fiEiilur^ 
he  is  compelled  to  resort  to  crime  for  his  very  subsistence,  at  first 
most  reluctantly,  and  with  great  violence  to  his  feelings;  but  fa- 
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miUarity  floon  inures  him  to  its  oommission,  and  the  rained  gam- 
bler, by  an  easy  and  natural  transition,  soon  becomes  an  .expert 
and  daring  criminal. 

6.  Our  common  jaUs  are  fertile  and  disgraceful  nurseries  of 
orime.  In  speaking  of  the  preceding  causes  of  crime,  we  haT6 
felt  that  each  reader  would  recognise  a  reflection  of  his  own  indi- 
vidual conclusions;  we  have  only  given  a  clear  expression  offsets 
of  which  every  one  has  been  dimly  and  obscurely  conscious.  The 
very  keepers  of  these  dens  of  corruption  readily  acknowledge 
them  as  schools  of  wickedness,  where  the  scholars  naturally  grad- 
uate in  crime.  It  is  otherwise  with  regard  to  our  common  Jails; 
few  of  the  community  are  aware  that  the  costly  erections  for  which 
they  have  been  taxed  so  heavily,  and  which  they  have  been  ao* 
customed  to  look  upon  as  fortresses  to  beat  back  the  hosts  of  in- 
iquity, are  in  reality  fertile  nurseries  of  those  very  evils  whidi 
they  were  designed  to  eradicate  or  repress. 

■ 

We  cannot  give  the  statistical  details  of  the  amount  of  crime  en* 
gendered  by  our  common  jails,  nor  is  this  necessary.  Many  years 
experience  in  prison  matters  has  convinced  us  that  there  are  few 
single  causes  of  crime  more  fertile  than  the  one  now  under  con* 
sideration ;  nor  has  it  escaped  the  attention  of  other  careful  ob- 
servers. Miss  l>ix  says,  ^'  If  it  were  the  deliberate  purpose  of  so- 
ciety to  establish  criminals  in  all  that  is  evil,  and  to  root  out  the 
last  remains  of  virtuous  inclination,  this  purpose  could  not  be 
more  effectually  accomplished  than  by  incarceration  in  the  coun- 
ty jails,  as  they  are,  with  few  exceptions,  constructed  and  govern- 
ed." Of  some  of  the  county  jails  in  Pennsylvania,  she  thus  speaks : 
^^  At  York  the  prisoners  were  promiscuously  associated,  men  and 
women.  At  Franklin  county,  all  ages,  colors,  and  degrees  of  <^- 
fenders  associated.  At  Washington  county  were  congregated  the 
old  and  the  young,  the  black  and  the  white,  men,  women  and  ba- 
bies; at  Beaver  county,  the  prisoners  were  together,  a  child,  the 
middle  aged,  and  the  men  of  gray  hairs;  at  Bucks  county,  two 
men  and  two  women  committed  for  immoralities,  all  occupy  one 
room  by  day ;  at  Chester  county,  two  males  and  a  female  all  of 
them  together."  With  the  exception  of  confining  women  and 
men  together,  which  we  have  never  seen  out  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
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above  description  will  apply  to  New- York  and  to  the  other  states 
of  the  Union. 

A  Boston  newspaper  contains  the  following  extracts  from  the 
sermon  of  an  Unitarian  minister:  <'He  spoke,"  says  the  reporter, 
<^  more  particularly  of  the  neglect  of  the  comfort  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  county  jails :  the  herding  together  of  all  classes  of  criminals 
in  close  damp  cells;  and  shewed  that  in  a  majority  of  cases,  the 
prisoner,  instead  of  becoming  a  reformed  man  under  such  a  care- 
less system,  was  made  a  greater  foe  to  society  than  he  was  before 
his  deprivation  of  liberty.  He  instanced  the  county  jail  at  Alfred 
(Maine)  in  four  small  cells  in  which  fourteen  prisoners  were  con- 
fined— ^boys  of  sixteen  years  of  age  being  thrust  into  the  company 
of  the  hardened  criminal,  thus  learning  in  the  prison,  deeper  les- 
sons in  villany,  and  defeating  what  should  be  the  object  of  all 
punishment,  the  reformation  of  the  delinquent.  It  is  moral  mur- 
der to  thrust  those  who  have  slightly  strayed  from  the  path  of 
>1rtue,  into  the  same  cell  with  those  who  have  grown  gray  in 
crime.'' 

From  a  very  excellent  article  in  the  Pennsylvania  Journal  of 
prison  discipline,  vol.  3,  we  quote  the  following  statements.  The 
British  inspectors  for  the  home  district  in  their  first  report  enu- 
merate among  the  unavoidable  evils  arising  out  of  the  indiscrim- 
inate associations  prevalent  in  our  common  jails,  ^'  blasphemy,  ob- 
scenity, demoralizing  intercourse,  profane  jesting,  instruction  in 
crime,  boasting  of  criminal  adventures,  gambling,  combinations  to 
defeat  justice,  concerted  efforts  at  escape,  conspiracy  to  effect  fa- 
tare  depredations,  and  many  others."  They  further  speak  of  idle- 
ness, quarrels,  and  the  impediments  in  the  way  of  moral  and  re- 
ligious instruction;  and  the  exposure  of  the  innocent,  even  before 
trial,  to  the  same  influences  and  the  same  form  of  punishmeiit  as 
the  guilty.  In  their  third  report  they  say,  ^^  the  comparatively 
innocent  are  seduced,  the  unwary  are  entrapped,  and  the  tenden- 
cy to  crime  in  offenders  not  entirely  hardened  is  confirmed  by  the 
language  of  the  suggestions,  and  the  example  of  more  depraved 
and  systematic  criminals."  The  French  Minister  of  the  interior 
thus  spoke  to  the  legislature  of  his  country  in  1810 :  <<It  is  in  this 
prison  that  criminals  make  their  first  appearance;  firom  the  inex- 
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perienced  youth,  the  very  child,  eyen,  whom  a  first  or  triyial  of- 
fence ,  and  one  in  which  he  has  been  a  forced  accomplice,  brings 
before  the  tribunal  of  justice,  to  the  hardened  old  man  who  is  des- 
tined after  a  long  series  of  convictions,  to  find  a  tomb  in  the  gal- 
leys.  It  is  in  this  class  of  prisons  that  is  unceasingly  accumula- 
ted that  population  of  dangerous  idlers,  of  consummate  mal&e- 
tors,  of  intrepid  villains  who  form  the  dregs  of  every  community. 
They  are  the  first  and  most  fatal  schools  whether  of  vice  or  crime; 
and  he  who  once  enters  them  for  any  offence,  too  often  goes  out 
more  depraved  to  appear  before  his  judge.  Sad  contradiction  to 
the  law !  The  precautions  of  justice  become  a  source  of  corruption, 
the  prison  makes  criminals ;  under  the  very  eyes  of  the  magis- 
trates, it  developes  the  germs  of  future  crimes. 

The  Inspector  General  of  French  prisons,  styles  these  in^tn* 
lions  anti-social  clubs,  haunts  of  malfactors,  public  houses  of  oon«> 
vlcts  and  accused,  of  vagrants,  assassins,  robbers,  prostitutes,  &o.|. 
who  from  every  quarter  are  associated  by  the  ties  of  confed^ 
eracy  in  crime."  Again,  '^To  unite  in  a  common  enclosure  ali 
the  inmates  of  a  prison,  is  to  put  into  fermentation,  in  an  impure 
vessel,  all  the  bad  thoughts  and  bad  actions  which  are  engender- 
ed by  mutual  corruption.'^  Again ;  "  In  these  places,  crime  is  re- 
cruited, nourished,  strengthened,  and  multiplied.  The  bad  man 
becomes  worse,  the  honest  man  becomes  criminal,  the  sceptic  be- 
comes impious,  the  delinquent  becomes  a  robber,  the  established 
villain  more  perverse,  the  debauchee  more  shameless,  the  deprav- 
ed more  corrupted,  the  scholar  in  crime  takes  a  master's  degree. 
In  fine,  all  that  a  prison  can  beget  of  physical  or  moral  degrada>- 
tion,  of  persistence  in  evil,  of  vice,  of  crime,  of  all  kindsof  unlaws 
fultiess,  has  its  explanation  and  its  cause  iu  the  melancholy  sig- 
nification of  these  words, — association  in  prison?^  The  Boston 
Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  their  first  report  say,  «*  An  acquaint- 
ance formed  in  prison  has  led  many  a  youth  to  houses  of  ill  fame; 
to  a  familiarity  with  the  names,  places  of  abode,  principles  of 
trade  and  language  of  counterfeiters;  to  the  arts  of  pick-pockets 
and  thieves;  to  dangerous  combinations  in  villainy;  and  to  per- 
sonal degradation  which  the  most  hardened  prisoner  has  blushed 
to  name." 
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The  visitors  of  the  Baltimore  city  and  county  Jail,  in  thdr 
special  report  made  in  1845,  after  referring  to  some  of  the  evils 
above  mentioned,  say,  "  The  mother  who,  perhaps  to  preserve  her 
'little  orphan  family  from  want,  has  committed  a  first  offence,  is 
confined  with  the  most  abandoned  of  her  sex;  or  the  virtuons 
and  sensitive  daughter  and  sister,  who,  by  her  Industry,  and  al- 
most unceasing  toil  to  procure  a  mere  pittance,  has  preserved  her 
mother  and  younger  brothers  and  sisters  from  want  (and  there 
are  many  such  in  our  city),  on  suspicion  of  having  violated  some 
law  of  which  she  is  innocent,  is  thrust  into  companionship  with 
the  lewd  prostitute,  is  degraded  in  her  own  estimation,  and  be- 
^soming  corrupted,  is  made  worse  than  when  committed." 

.We  have  visited  the  jail  at  Baltimore,  and  fully  concur  wtlh 
the  visitors  in  believing  that  the  ingenuity  of  man  could  not,  if 
tasked  to  the  utmost,  devise  a  more  perfect  means  of  concentrat- 
ing and  difiTusiDg  corruption  than  that  jail  affords.  It  consists 
of  large  rooms,  each  of  which  is -filled  with  the  most  degraded 
and  disgusting  creatures,  mingled  with  novices  in  crime.  One  of 
the  largest  and  strongest  of  these  rooms  is  called  the  <<  rogues' 
harbor,"  where  the  most  expert  rogues  are  mingled  with  young 
men,  and  sometimes  with  boys.  Here  they  eat,  cook  and  sleep 
in  common,  and  here  all  the  mysteries  of  iniquity  are  disclosed 
by  adepts  in  crime  to  tyros  in  the  profession.  The  arts  of  Jail 
breaking,  burglary  and  pocket  picking,  shop  lifting,  coining,  pass- 
ing counterfeit  money,  the  localities  of  receivers  of  stolen  goods, 
&C.9  are  described  and  illustrated  with  diabolical  minuteneSySo 
that  the  raw  youth,  who  had  been  committed,  perhaps,  for  the 
violation  of  some  municipal  ordinance,  leaves  the  prison  a  tho- 
rough rogue,  with  the  disposition  and  the  ability  to  prey  success- 
fully on  society. 

Our  own  association  in  their  report  for  1846  say,  "  Opportuni- 
ties for  mutual  corruption  are  multiplied  and  fostered,  and  the 
honest  unfortunate,  who,  in  a  thoughtless  moment,  may  have 
eompitted  some  disorderly  act,  or  the  merely  suspected  may  be 
here  subjected  to  the  contaminating  influences  of  evil  associa- 
tions, and  which  added  to  the  odium  almost  always  attaching  to 
imprisonment,  is,  in  many  oases  sufficient  to  morally  debase,  de- 
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grade  and  oorrupt  him.''  •  •  •  <<  So  kuoiioos  in  its  conse- 
quences is  the  present  system  of  imprisonment,  that,  wiih  many 
doubtless  good  men,  it  is  a  question  whether  the  interests  of  so- 
ciety would  not  be  equally  subserved  by  its  entire  abandonment 
as  by  its  continuance  under  its  present  organization."  In  1838 
the  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  presented  to  the  Le- 
gislature the  following  statement  of  their  warden  respecting  local 
Jails.  ^^  In  these  establishments  scarcely  any  classification  is  at- 
tempted, and  no  effectual  separation  is  made,  discipline  is  ne- 
glected, corruption  increased,  reformation  is  hopeless,  and  many 
most  flagrant  abuses  are  known  to  be  practised  without  any  miti- 
gation. Convicts  received  by  us  from  such  county  prisons  may, 
indeed,  frequently  be  reformed  by  our  disciplines.  The  lessons 
of  vice  they  have  learned,  when  placed  in  confinement,  which 
the  law  intended  should  be  salutary,  may  sometimes  be  eradi- 
cated afterwards;  but  the  great,  the  irremediable  evil  has  al- 
ready been  effected.  The  persons,  &c.,  of  such  convicts  are 
known  to  the  great  community  of  rogues,  and,  therefore,  even  if 
their  reformation  be  effected,  when  discharged  from  our  peniten- 
tiary, too  many  obstacles  to  their  commencement  in  the  pursuits 
of  honest  industry,  may,  and  probably  will  be  encountered  by 
them.  Hence,  our  institution  cannot  produce  all  the  advantages 
of  which  it  is  susceptible,  until  the  county  prisons  are  reformed 
by  the  same  plan  of  separate  confinement,  &c.,  which  we  pursue. 
If  an  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  these  prisons  could  be  made, 
by  order  of  the  Legislature,  I  am  confident  the  remarks  I  have 
made  would  be  substantiated,  and  that  many  important  benefits 
would  result  from  such  an  inquiry,  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  our 
most  intelligent  and  humane  citizens." 

Again,  in  1833,  the  same  officer  says,  ^^  I  am  fully  aware  that 
most  of  the  county  jails  are  not  fit  receptacles  for  the  confine- 
ment of  prisoners.  The  information  obtained  during  the  past 
year  fully  confirms  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  last  annual  re- 
report,  and  I  know  no  subject  whatever  requiring  more  impoa- 

ively  legislative  action  than  the  condition  of  our  county  Jails 
An  inquiry  authorized  by  them  would  elicit  startling  and  appal- 

Ing  abuses  that  ought  to  be  known  to  the  community,  and  which 
require  only  to  be  known  in  order  to  receive  the  just  censure  of 
the  publiCi  and  a  prompt  and  thorough  legislative  remedy.'' 
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We  might  continue  to  add  tf;stimonials  from  those  most  oomp^ 
tent  to  judge  to  the  crime  producing  agency  of  our  common  Jails, 
until  the  patience  of  the  reader  was  exhausted,  but  we  forbear. 
Enough  has  already  been  said  to  satisfy  those  to  whom  the  sub- 
ject is,  for  the  first  time,  presented,  that  there  are  evils  conneofr- 
ed  with  the  construction  and  administration  of  our  common  JailSi 
of  which  they  had  previously  no  conception,  and  which  call 
loudly  for  a  prompt  and  adequate  remedy. 

In  view  of  the  deleterious  influence  of  these  prisons,  it  is  most 
distressing  to  consider  the  large  numbers  on  whom  they  operate. 
We  have  no  means  of  fixing  with  entire  precision  on  the  number 
of  persons  who  annually  pass  tlirough  our  common  Jails,  but  we 
have  ascertained  that  not  less  than  35,000,  and  probably  a  much 
larger  number  every  year  are  locked  up  within  them.  It  is  ab- 
solutely frightful  to  contemplate  the  germs  of  crime  which  must 
be  thus  implanted  in  so  many  minds,  most  of  which  are  so  well 
prepared  to  receive  them. 

We  once  visited  the  jail  of  Columbia  county  and  found  amoi^ 
the  inmates  a  boy  of  fifteen  years  old  who  had  been  put  there  for 
a  breach  of  some  corporation  ordinance,  we  believe  it  was  firing 
crackers  in  the  streets ;  he  was  undoubtedly  a  bad,  mischievous 
child,  but  he  had  never  dreamed  of  committing  a  crime.  A  few 
months  afterwards  on  visiting  the  same  jail,  we  found  him  there 
again,  and  on  enquiring  we  learned  that  an  old  burglar  who  was  In 
the  jail  at  the  time  o^  his  first  confinement  had  taken  a  fancy  to 
the  lad  and  inflamed  his  mind  with  images  of  the  free  and  easy 
life  that  men  of  his  profession  led,  their  exemption  from  labori 
the  magnitude  of  their  gains,  and  the  pleasure  they  had  in  spend- 
ing them.  When  he  had  fully  succeeded  in  rousing  the  boy's  am- 
bition to  enter  a  career  of  lawlessness  and  crime  he  taught  him 
all  the  details  of  lock-picking  and  pocket  picking,  taught  him 
how  to  elude  the  watchfulness  of  house-keepers  and  store-keep- 
ers, how  to  dispose  of  troublesome  dogs,  and  how  to  conceal  and 
dispose  of  stolen  property,  thus  in  a  few  short  weeks  a  wild  boy 
through  the  agency  of  a  common  jail  was  ripened  into  a  bold  and 
consummate  rogue,  whose  life  was  fully  dedicated  to  the  work  of 
preying  on  the  property  and  perhaps  the  lives  of  his  fellow  men*. 
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<te  leaving  the  prison  the  burglar  famished  him  with  a  letter  to 
ti  confederate,  and  together  they  soon  planned  &  burglary,  the  boj 
tmtered  the  store,  the  other  remaining  outside  to  watch,  but  befon 
he  had  secured  his  booty  the  proprietor  entered  the  store  tfaroo^ 
)bl  private  passage  and  secured  him,  while  his  confederate  escaped, 
iand  he  was  now  in  jail  waiting  for  his  trial*  which  was  certain  to 
end  in  conviction.  Thus  a  poor  widow  was  robbed  of  her  sob, 
and  that  son  in  all  human  probability  was  consigned  to  a  feloiA 
death,  and  a  felon's  eternity. 

Tislting  a  Jail  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  tracts  we  saw  a 
*'xnan  with  a  fine  intellectual  head  and  face,  but  who,  as  the  first 
'glance  assured  us,  was  in  the  last  stages  of  a  consumption.  We 
^saliited  him  kindly  and  offered  a  tract  for  his  acceptance.  He 
^thanked  us,  but  remarked  that  it  was  quite  useless  as  he  knew  it 
1l)y  heart.  We  offered  him  several  others,  but  he  made  the  same 
reply.  At  length  we  offered  him  a  tract  called  the  Dairyman, 
this  he  had  never  seen,  though  he  was  quite  familiar  with  the 
dairyman's  daughter,  and  he  thanked  us  very  cordially  for  it,  as 
he  was  curious  to  read  it  in  connection  with  the  other.  We  re- 
marked to  iiim  the  surprise  we*  felt  that  one  who  evidently  un- 
derstood the  theory  of  the  gospel  so  well,  should  have  so  far  foi^ 
gotten  its  precepts,  as  to  come  to  the  position  he  was  in.  He  re- 
plied in  the  coldest  manner  imaginable,  that  he  was  a  fool  who 
attempted  to  decide  on  any  question  until  he  had  thoroughly  ex- 
amined it ;  he  had  thoroughly  examined  the  claims  of  the  gospel 
and  fully  proved  it  to  be  a  cheat ;  he  had  commenced  life  a  rant- 
ing methodist,  (such  were  his  words)  for  ten  years  he  had  been  a 
preacher,  and  having  found  both  God  and  man  to  be  alike  exe- 
crable tyrants,  he  had  established  his  independence  of  both  and 
was  determined  to  bow  to  neither  so  long  as  his  life  remained. 
There  was  a  stove  pipe  ran  along  the  wall  of  the  jail  horizontally 
along  the  upper  windows ;  a  board  was  run  out  from  the  rails  rf 

.  the  upper  gallery  to  this  pip0,  and  he  was  accustomed  to  sit  on  It 
holding  on  to  the  bars  of  the  grating ;  ope  day  a  tremendous 
thunder  storm  occurred  while  he  was  sitting  there  ;  he  squaied 

^  his  fists  at  the  heavens  and  dared  the  Almighty  to  strike  him,  Just 
then  the  house  next  to  the  Jail  was  struck^  and  shivered  by  the 
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lightning,  instead  of  exhibiting  terror,  he  told  the  Almighty  he 
was  a  coward  and  dared  not  strike  a  heart  too  braye  to  fear  him. 
The  prisoners  were  so  terrified  by  his  profanity  under  such  cir* 
^omstances,  that  they  ran  in  a  body  to  the  jailor  beseeching  him 
to  remove  him  to  his  cell. 

He  had  once  been  to  Sing  Sing  prison  and  declared  that  he 
never  would  be  taken  there  alive,  just  before  he  expected  to  be 
taken  there  he  swallowed  a  vial  of  laudanum  which  he  had  sur- 
reptitiously procured,  but  a  timely  application  of  the  stomach 
pump  prevented  any  material  mischief.  On  the  day  which  had 
been  fixed  for  taking  him  to  Sing  Sinjg,  the  sheriff  entered  his  cell 
at  midnight  for  the  purpose  of  putting  on  his  irons,  and  thus  se- 
curing him  from  suicide,  but  he  awoke,  and  at  once  designing 
their  purpose  be  seized  a  bottle  of  elixir  of  vitriol  which  wAs 
'h^ging  in  his  cell,  and  swallowed  its  contents ;  but  the  stomach 
pump  was  again  promptly  resorted  to,  and  he  was  saved  ;  he  was 
taken  safely  to  the  prison  and  died  soon  after. 

Three  young  men  were  in  jail  for  minor  ofiences  at  the  same 
time  with  him.  One  of  these  entered  the  army  and  was  killed  in 
the  Mexican  war,  the  other  two  became  burglars  and  are  now,  or 
lately  have  been  inmates  of  the  State  Prison.  While  he  was  in 
jail  he  delivered  daily  lectures  of  robbery  and  cheating,  boasting 
of  his  plans,  and  the  success  that  had  attended  them,  he  scoffed 
at  all  obligations  of  honor  or  gratitude,  or  religion,  and  boasted  of 
making  his  largest  hauls  (as  he  called  it,)  out  of  his  greatest  bene- 
factors. While  there  he  developed  ingenious  plans  of  fraud  In 
all  their  details,  which  all  the  rest  of  the  prisoners  put  together 
would  never  have  thought  of  otherwise  in  their  whole  lives,  and 
the  result  of  his  teaching  we  have  seen  above.  We  have  fre- 
quently since,  met  with  the  traces  of  this  man  in  other  jails  and 
penitentiaries,  many  of  the  prisoners  having  ascribed  their  first 
introduction  to  the  paths  of  criminality  to  his  teaching  and  exam- 
ple. 

We  once  met  with  a  man  in  the  eastern  penitentiary  at  Phila- 
delphia, who  ascribed  to  a  residence  in  the  old  Walnut  street 
piifson  of  that  city  his  Subsequent  career  of  ignominy  and  erin^ 
ih  belonged  to  a  v^iy'teisfpeetable  iamily  in  Yixgliiia,  wtts  etfo. 
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cated  for  a  lawyer,  and  being  endowed  with  brilliant  talents,  bid 
fair  to  pursue  an  honorable  and  elevated  career.  He  enterri 
with  great  zest  into  the  pursuits  and  amusements  of  the  society  of 
Richmond,  and  soon  acquired  the  habits  of  hard  drinlLing  and 
deep  plsy.  Going  on  one  occasion  to  Philadelphia  on  some  law 
business  he  played  deeply,  and  lost  all  his  money  at  one  of  tlie 
gambling  houses  in  that  city.  Furious  at  his  loss,  and  maddened 
with  wine  he  got  into  a  quarrel  with  a  comrade  which  resulted  in 
blows,  and  finally,  he  nearly  killed  his  antagonist,  for  this  he  wis 
arrested  and  thrown  into  prison,  here  he  was  surrounded  by  the 
vile  and  worthless  who  spared  no  pains  to  induce  him  to  enter  a 
career  of  crime,  they  told  him  that  he  could  go  nowhere  but  that 
some  of  the  prisoners  would  know  him,  and  disclose  to  the  public 
that  he  had  been  a  prisoner,  that  he  would  therefore  be  hunted 
from  respectable  society  and  unable  to  precure  a  livelihood  by 
honest  means.  They  knew  that  he  might  be  of  great  service  to 
them  from  his  genteel  address  and  admitted  talents,  and  that  his 
legal  knowledge  would  shield  them  from  many  difficulties.  They 
promised  that  they  would  procure  him  wealth  and  stick  by  him 
to  the  last  if  he  would  Join  them  and  give  them  the  assistance 
they  required.  Shame,  remorse,  the  fear  of  being  repelled  by  his 
former  associates,  the  dread  of  being  unable  to  procure  a  living 
by  the  honest  exercise  of  his  profession,  finally  overcame  his  scru- 
ples of  honor,  and  his  repugnance  to  associate  with  the  miserable 
gang  who  surrounded  him,  and  he  commenced  his  career  of  crime, 
at  first  he  was  successful,  but  an  increasing  love  of  drink  blunted 
his  faculties,  he  could  no  longer  escape  detection  and,  as  he 
assured  us,  he  had  been  confined  in  half  the  prisons  of  the  United 
States.  He  expressed  to  us  his  full  belief  that  if  he  were  liber- 
ated immediately  he  should  be  in  some  prison  again  in  a  month. 

• 

If  he  had  been  confined  in  a  separate  cell  on  his  first  incarcera- 
tion, he  believed  that  he  would  have  gone  out  a  better  and  a 
wiser  man.  That  was  the  crisis  of  his  late,  (in  his  opinion)  and 
as  it  was,  he  was  ruined  forever. 

We  must  close  our  narrative  of  the  instances  where  our  jails 
have  proved  nurseries  of  crime  under  our  own  observation,  here. 
We  hope  they  will  be  found  to  illustrate  the  practical  working  of 
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the  system,  and  arouse  the  leaders  of  public  opinion  to  strive 
earnestly  for  its  alteration. 

Even  if  no  persons  but  those  who  had  committed  some  crime 
though  ever  so  trivial,  entered  our  jails,  the  abolition  of  the  sys- 
tem would  be  imperatively  called  for,  but  very  many  who  have 
committed  no  crime  whatever,  are  confined  in  them.  Subjecting 
such  as  these  to  the  unhallowed  influence  of  our  jails,  is  moral 
murder  that  must  call  down  the  just  judgment  of  heaven.  We 
cannot  state  precisely  the  number  of  persons  who  are  annually 
eomnfltted,  not  for  crime  but  as  witnesses  against  those  who  have 
committed  it;  but  from  the  best  information  we  can  obtain  we 
think  it  cannot  be  less  than  fifteen  hundred. 

We  have  known  many  heart  rending  cases  of  moral  distraction 
arising  from  this  source,  but  we  will  only  relate  a  single  instance 
as  a  sample  of  the  rest.  A  young  man  of  respectable  parentage, 
and  of  unimpeachable  character,  was  committed  to  the  Leverett 
street  jail  in  Boston  as  a  witness  in  relation  to  some  difficulty 
which  had  occurred  between  the  captain  and  some  of  the  crew  at 
a  foreign  port.  Without  books  or  employment  or  any  other 
source  of  rational  amusement  to  beguile  the  weary  hours,  being 
naturally  of  a  social  and  affectionate  disposition,  and  having  lit- 
erally fallen  among  thieves,  he  formed  a  warm  attachment  for 
them.  After  his  liberation  he  again  fell  in  contact  with  them, 
and  was  introduced  by  them  to  a  corrupt,  but  most  fascinating 
woman,  who  under  their  direction,  entirely  ruined  him :  first  by 
robbing  him  of  all  his  earnings,  and  then  by  inducing  him  to  en- 
gage in  a  series  of  felonies,  for  which  he  was  subsequently  con- 
victed on  information  furnished  by  her,  and  sentenced  to  seven- 
teen years  imprisonment  in  the  State  prison. 

Witnesses  are  not  the  only  innocent  class  of  prisoners  exposed 
to  the  contamination  of  our  jails.  A  large  proportion  of  those 
who  are  committed  are  innocent  of  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge 
at  least  they  are  legally  innocent  and  many  of  them  morally  inno- 
cent. By  reference  to  the  annexed  table  marked  A  and  also  to 
the  table  on  the  eighty-first  page  of  the  fourth  report  of  this  asso- 
ciation marked  A,  it  will  be  seen  that  81,599  persons  were  tried 
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In  the  courts  of  record  of  the  State  of  New  York,  tn  twelve  yean, 
of  these  only  17,743  were  convicted,  leaving  13,856,  or  forty-ibnr 
per  cent,  who  are  either  discharged  without  trial  or  acquitted  by 
the  jury.  If  we  assume,  as  we  may  safely  do,  that  the  same  pro- 
portion of  (at  least)  legally  innocent  persons  are  tried  in  coorte 
of  special  sessions  and  police  magistrates,  we  have  a  total  of 
15,400  innocent  persons  exclusive  of  witnesses,  who  pass  through 
the  corrupting  ordeals  of  our  jails.  We  have  not  enumerated  this 
wholesale  system  of  false  accusations  in  our  list  of  the  sources  of 
crime  but  it  is  easy  to  see  that  it  is  one,  independently  of^he  ex- 
posure to  corrupt  associations  in  the  jails  to  which  it  subjects 
them.  Public  accusation  of  crime  and  incarceration  in  a  jail  ne- 
cessarily tend  to  destroy  that  pride  of  character  which  all  expe- 
rience shews  to  be  one  of  the  most  efficient  safe  guards  against 
crime,  and  one  of  the  most  powerful  incentives  to  virtuous  con- 
duct, especially  among  that  class  of  persons  from  which  the  ranks 
of  crime  are  most  usually  recruited.  There  is  no  surer  way  of 
making  a  child  a  liar  than  to  evince  habitual  doubts  of  his  vera- 
city. There  are  no  more  certain  means  of  destroying  the  chastity 
of  a  woman,  than  by  constantly  casting  imputations  on  her  virtue 
nor  is  there  any  process  by  which  an  honest  man  is  more  fre- 
quently converted  into  a  thief  than  by  destroying  the  confidence 
of  the  public  in  his  integrity. 

No  matter  how  clearly  the  innocence  of  the  accused  person  may 
be  established  on  the  trial,  he  carries  the  taint  of  the  jail  wher- 
ever he  may  go ;  his  equals  treat  him  with  scorn;  the  very  school 
boys  cry  jail  bird  as  he  passes  along;  the  farmer  declines  his  ser- 
vices when  he  asks  for  work,  and  eyes  him  cautiously  while  he 
stays  upon  his  premises,  lesthe  purloin  some  proportion  of  his 
property.  How  can  a  man  whose  only  capital  Is  his  labor  bear 
up  under  such  a  pressure  ?  His  only  resource  is  to  rob  or  starve; 
and  for  a  crime  which  the  law  virtually  compels  him  to  commit, 
it  punishes  him  by  sending  to  long  years  of  labor  in  its  prisons. 
Surely,  enlightened  legislators  cannot  much  longer  overlook  the 
crime  producing  tendencies  of  our  common  jails. 

6th.  The  circulation  of  pernicious  hooks  in  the  community  Is  a 
fruitful  soitfce  of  crime.    €k)od  men  for  ages  have  lamented  the 
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desolating  effects  of  a  depraved  literature ;  but  that  literature  has 
never  been  so  easily,  or  so  systematically  diffused  as  it  is  at  pre- 
sent. This  wide  diffusion  is  mainly  owing  to  the  cheapness  with 
which  books  are  printed  and  the  extraordinat^,  increase  of  locor 
motion  incident  to  the  improvements  in  steam  boats  and  railroads^. 
It  requires  some  effort,  adequately  to  grasp  with  the  mind  the 
immense  number  of  these  conveyances  which  are  hourly  flying  in 
every  direction  over  the  surface  of  the  country.  Lines  of  railroad 
radiate  from  the  great  centres  of  trafElc  like  spiders  webs,  and  em- 
brace every  section  in  their  grasp.  There  were  over  half  a  mil- 
lion of  passengers  carried  over  the  New  Haven  road  last  year,  and 
it  ifi  believed  that  there  are  about  sixteen  thousand  miles  now  in 
operation  in  tho  United  States.  Dividing  this  length  by  seventy^ 
sixs  which  is  the  length  in  miles  of  the  New  Haven  railroad,  wie 
have  equal  to  two  hundred  and  ten  roads  in  the  United  States  of 
the  same  length*  Assuming  that  each  of  these  roads  carries  one 
fourth  of  the  passengers  who  passed  over  the  New  Haven  road  in 
a  year,  we  have  a  total  of  twjenty-six  millions  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousaiid  passengers  transported  over  the  railroads,  of  the. 
United  States  in  one  year.  If  one  in  ten  only  of  these  purchase  a 
book  at  the  depot  or  iu  the  cars  to  while  away  the  time,  it  will 
cause  a  circulation  of  over  two  and  a  half  miUions.  of  volumea 
annually,  without  taking  into  account  those  that  axe  sold  oa 
steamboats  and  other  places  of  publiQ  resort.  A  very  large  pror 
portion  of  the  works  thus  sold  are  of  the  worst  character,  they 
appeal  to  the  worst  passions  of  the  hoart,  and  minister  to  the  most 
morbid  appetite;  the  heroes  are  pirates  or  banditti,  and  the  he- 
rofnes,  though  devoted  in  their  lov«  are  generally  most  easy  in 
their  virtue.  By  investing  robbers  and  assassins  with  generosity 
and  heroism,  and  bawds  with  tenderness  and  grace,  the  youthftal 
reader  fo  taught  to  look  on  their  erisies,  not  onty  without  aUK>r«> 
rence,  but  with  actual  compkeeney,  and  loosing  their  hatred  ot 
criffie,  they  fall  too  easily  into  the  practice  of  It.  Most  of  these 
w<»ks  tend  most  powerfully  to  stir  up  the  sexual  appetite  in  the 
young  and  sanguine  of  both  sexes.  Abstaining  from  actually  ob- 
scene words,  there  is  a  constant  inducement  ot  obscene  allusion 
which  rouses  the  passions  more  fiercely  than  any  direct  expres- 
sion ever  does^^  ^^^  when  the  secrets  of  brothels  are  investigated. 
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it  Is  found  that  these  works  have  operated  more  powerfully  thin 
any  other  cause  to  recruit  their  ranks.  One  of  the  most  discoura- 
ging symptoms  of  the  present  day,  is,  that  the  most  disgustingly 
licentious  books  and  pictures  are  now  vended  in  the  most  un- 
blushing manner  at  steam  boat  landings  and  railroad  depots. 

Those  who  most  frequently  search  the  trunks  of  convicted 
criminals  are  almost  sure  to  find  a  collection  of  these  works  in 
them,  and  few  prisoners  fail  to  enumerate  among  the  causes  of 
their  lapse  into  crime^  the  unhealthy  stimulation  of  this  pernicious 
literature. 

7th.  Orphanage  is  an  unsuspected  but  extensively  prevail- 
ing cause  of  crime.  The  table  annexed,  marked  D.,  and  the 
table  on  page  82  of  the  fourth  report,  also  marked  D.,  exhibit 
the  connection  of  orphanage  and  crime  in  the  State  of  New-York 
during  a  period  of  twelve  years.  From  these  it  appears  that  of 
11,510  convicted  criminals,  7,239,  or  62  per  cent  were  orphanSi 
or  half  orphans.  In  Pennsylvania,  515  out  of  962  prisoners  were 
virtually  orphans — that  is,  375  were  actually  so,  and  140  were 
sent  away  from  home  in  early  life,  and  thus  being  deprived  of 
parental  care,  when  parental  guidance  was  most  needed,  they 
may  be  legitimately  classed  as  orphans.  In  Maryland,  out  of  537 
prisoners,  260,  or  48  per  cent,  were  orphans.  The  statistics  of 
our  State  prisons  also  concur  in  showing  that  of  the  criminal  half 
orphans,  a  much  larger  proportion  had  lost  their  fathers  than  of 
those  who  had  lost  their  mothers. 

From  these  facts  it  is  evident  that  orphanage  is  preparation  for 
crime;  even  in  their  absence  we  could  scarcely  doubt  that  it 
would  prove  so.  In  order  to  secure  respect  for  the  laws,  and  xe* 
spect  for  the  rights  of  others,  previous  education  and  restraining 
discipline  are  absolutely  necessary,  and  this  training  is  rarely  re- 
ceived except  under  the  paternal  roof;  here,  if  at  all,  the  child 
must  be  taught  as  only  parental  love  can  teach  him,  to  curb  hti 
passions,  to  exercise  self-denial,  to  respect  authority,  and  to  ren- 
der, with  scrupulous  fidelity,  to  every  one  his  due. 

Even  if  the  orphan  child  happily  falls  into  the  hands  of  those 
who  an  oonscientlously  di^po^di  \a  \^dL  Wm  Vsi^^  tl^t  w^Ti 
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he  will  not  receive  their  rebakes,  their  restraints,  their  correc- 
tions, as  though  the  efforts  were  directed  by  the  arm  of  parental 
loye.  The  effort  for  his  correction  calls  up  all  the  latent  ener- 
gies and  all  the  independence  of  his  nature.  The  well-intended 
restraint  is  converted  by  the  black  alchemy  of  passion  into  ill- 
natured  tyranny,  which  seeks  to  rob  him  of  his  pleasuie  merely 
to  gratify  his  guardian's  love  of  power. 

But  rarely  does  the  orphan  child  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  truly 
conscientious  guardian ;  there  are  very  few  who  do  not  content 
their  consciences  with  the  care  of  the  ward's  property  (if  he  have 
any),  while  they  leave  the  control  of  his  thoughts  and  feelings^ 
and  actions,  to  the  blind  operations  of  chance.  The  great  ma- 
jority of  orphans,  however,  do  not  enjoy,  even  nominally,  a 
guardian's  care.  There  is,  in  these  cases,  no  property  to  take 
care  of,  and  the  bereaved  child  is  left  to  the  cold  charities  of  re- 
luctant relatives,  or  the  still  colder  hospitalities  of  the  Alms 
house,  where  every  evil  weed  is  left  to  grow  in  unchecked  luxu- 
riance, while  all  the  tender  plants  of  virtue  are  choaked  beneath 
their  shade.  The  bible  tells  us  to  <<  train  up  a  child  in  the  way 
he  should  go,"  and  adds  the  consoling  assurance,  that  ^^  when  he 
is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it."  If  conscientious  guardians 
meet  with  so  much  difSiculty  in  their  efforts  to  train  the  children 
committed  to  their  charge  in  the  way  that  they  should  go,  what 
can  be  expected  of  the  future  career  of  the  child,  who,  under 
nominal  guardianship,  is  left  to  grow  up  according  to  the  corrupt 
and  unchecked  counsels  of  his  own  will  1  Whether  such  lack  of 
proper  training  arises  from  the  want  of  guardians,  or  from  neglect 
of  parental  duty,  such  a  child  will  become  a  cancer  spot  on  so- 
ciety, and  repay,  by  crime,  the  neglect  of  early  culture. 

8th.  Insanity  is  a  cause  of  crime.  This  is  a  subject  which  is 
only  beginning  to  attract  attention,  even  from  those  who  profes- 
sed to  make  the  subject  of  crime  their  study,  and  which  is  almost 
entirely  unknown  to  the  public  in  general.  The  plea  of  insanity 
which  is  often  set  up  by  the  prisoner's  counsel  is  looked  upon 
with  the  utmost  disfavor  by  juries,  and  by  the  public  in  general, 
being  considered  as  almost  equivalent  to  a  confession  of*  guilt.' 
The  reason  of  this  general  disbelief  in  inaanity  aa  ai  c%n&^  ^1 
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crime  is,  that  in  a  great  many,  perhaps  the  majority  of  cases,  the 
derangement  of  the  intellect  is  confined  to  one  single  sabjeot, 
while  on  all  others  the  criminal  may  evince  a  very  high  degree 
of  shrewdness  and  clearness  of  intellect.  It  is  not  easy  for  thosa 
who  have  been  unaccustomed  to  watch  the  protean  forms  of  in- 
sanity, to  understand  why  a  man  who  evinces  the  most  marvel- 
lous ingenuity  in  planning  all  the  details  of  a  murder,  should 
be  utterly  irresponsible  for  the  murder  or  the  robbery  itself;  the 
power  of  mind  which  was  evinced  in  the  plan  they  think  is  am- 
ply sufS.cient  to  reveal  to  hini  the  iniquity  of  the  crime,  and 
make  him  responsible  for  its  commission.  Tet  nothing  is  mpre 
certain  that  there  are  many  cases  where  a  man  may  be  so  decid- 
edly insane  on  one  particular  point  as  to  preclude  all  idea  of  his 
responsibility,  while  on  all  others  no  insanity  can  possibly  be  de- 
tected, as  is  proved  by  the  following  case  taken  from  one  of  the 
English  law  reports.  The  friends  of  the  gentleman  applied  to, 
the  Coutt  of  Chancery  to  declare  him  incompetent  to  manage  his. 
property  on  the  ground  of  lunacy.  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  ex- 
amined the  gentleman  for  six  consecutive  hours  in  relation  to. 
every  conceivable  subject,  without  detecting  the  slightest  mental, 
aberration;  on  the  contrary,  all  his  answers  showed  the  rarest  in- 
tellectual culture,  and  a  strength  of  judgment  rarely  eq^ualled 
either  at  the  bar,  or  within  the  walls  of  parliament. 

As  the  Chancellor  was  about  dismissing  the  case,  a  gentleman 
whispered  a  suggestion  that  he  should  question  the  respondent 
with  respect  to  the  person  and  ofS.ces  of  our  Savior.  When 
questioned  by  the  Chancellor,  "  Who  was  Jesus  Christ  1"  He 
answered  with  the  greatest  solemnity,  I  am  he !  and  at  once  burst 
out  into  a  rhapsody  on  his  supposed  celestial  functions,  that  en- 
loreliy  satisfied  every  one  of  his  insanity ;  and  the  ChanceUori 
without  hesitation,  decreed  accordingly.  This  case  shows  quiAi^ 
conclusively,  that  a  man  may  be  insane  enough  to  be  utterly  kr 
responsible  for  l^Ui  actions,  a,nd  yet  exhibit  wisdom,  ani  iatell^ 
wd  Judgment  enough  in  many  things  to  place  him  far  above  tilw 
ordinary  level  of  common  humanity.  I  have  seen  an  insane  mM 
i^rho  would  reason  with  the  utmost  accuracy  on  the  obligatioQ3  qi 
Justipe  and  humanity,  and  was  as  skilful  in  the  appiicatiQn  of 
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ihe  rules  of  morality  to  the  ordinary  inlercourfle  of  man  with 
man  as  Archdeacon  Paley  or  Dr.  Chalmers ;  yet,  under  the  hallu- 
cination that  he  himself  was  God,  Would  violate  every  rule  of 
rectitude  he  had  so  clearly  enforced^  and  when  reproached  with 
the  discrepancy  between  his  precepts  and  his  practiee,  he  defend- 
ed it  on  the  ground  that  he  was  the  Sovereign  of  the  Univerde, 
and  wiM  not  bound  himself  by  the  law  it  was  his  pleasure  to  im- 
pose upon  others. 

There  cannot  be  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  many  crimes  are  com- 
mitted under  the  influence  of  insanity,  and  many  insane  persona 
are  annually  committed  to  prison. 

Miss  Dix,  in  her  memorial  to  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature^ 
says,  ^<  I  have  said,  that  within  two  years  twenty-seven  insane 
persons  have  been  committed  to  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  charged 
with  various  crimes.  The  history  of  many  of  these  I  have  traced. 
I  have  resolved  that  no  labor  shall  be  spared  on  my  part  in 
brining  facts  to  light.  The  testimony  of  medical  men,  and  the 
opinion  of  intelligent  citizens  throughout  the  State,  acquainted 
with  these  cases,  having  had  them  under  their  care  as  patients, 
settle  these  cases  definitely  Men  having  been  known  to  be  in- 
sane for  years,  committing  recent  crimes,  still  under  the  influence 
of  insane  delusions,  are,  every  month,  tried,  condemned  and  sen- 
tenced, precisely  as  if  they  were  in  possession  of  a  sound  mind, 
and  were  responsible  for  their  speech  and  deeds.  The  fact  of 
their  known  insanity,  is  often  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  prison 
by  the  officer  who  brought  them  there. 

Dr.  Given,  formerly  assistant  physician  to  the  lunatic  asylum 
Blockley,  and  subsequently  principal  physician  of  the  Eastern 
Penitentiary,  and  better  fitted,  by  nature  and  acquirements,  for  a 
prison  physician,  than  any  man  we  ever  met  with,  writes  as  fol- 
lows :  <^  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Protean  nature  of 
insanity,  its  often  «low  and  insidious  invasion,  and  frequent  devel- 
opment in  the  passions  and  moral  sentiments,  long  ere  the  intel- 
lectual fiu^ulties  show  any  signs  of  disttnrbance,  will  readily 
aeltnowl^ge  how  difficult,  nay,  how  impossible  It  is,  in  many 
^ises,  to  pronounce,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  upon  the  actual 
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stmte  of  a  prisoner's  mind,  when  first  admitted  ^  for,  If  the  incip- 
ient stages  of  the  disease  Imve  frequently  escaped  for  seTenl 
months  the  detection  of  intelligent  relations,  in  daily  eontaet  with 
the  patient,  (the  experience  of  physicians,  connected  with  insane 
hospitals,  flirnishes  many  such  instances,)  is  it  not  possible,  or 
indeed  very  probable,  that  acts  are  frequently  committed  under 
the  influence  of  mental  derangement,  which  is  not  ftiUy  developed, 
until  the  sufferer  may  have  been  long  in  confinement,  as  a  punish- 
ment for  his  so  called  crime." 

There  are  very  many  of  the  class  of  cases  alluded  to  by  Dr. 
Given,  to  be  met  with  by  the  careful  enquirer,  where  the  insanity* 
manifests  itself,  not  apparently  in  a  deranged  intellect,  but  in  an 
entire  obliteration  of  the  moral  faculties ;  sometimes,  this  condi- 
tion is  congenital,  and  sometimes  arises  in  after  life,  but,  in  either 
cases,  it  arises  firom  bodily  disease  or  physical  malformation  ;  it 
sometimes  exists  in  a  latent  state,  producing  copious  harvests  of 
crime,  before  the  insanity  of  the  intellectual  faculties  is  clear^ 
manifested,  but  this  is  pretty  sure  to  become  patent  sooner  or . 
later.' 

Two  examples  of  this  species  of  insanity,  which  T  met  with  at 
the  pauper  lunatic  asylum  at  Boston,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Stead- 
man,  may  serve  as  types  of  the  whole  class.  One  was  a  boy  ct 
14  years  of  age,  in  which  this  moral  malady  existed  from  birth| 
and  was  obviously  due  to  a  malconformation  of  the  head  ;  he  wat 
intelligent  and  ingenious,  but  had  an  irresistible  propensity  to 
every  species  of  iniquity.  His  swearing  was  awful;  he  loved  U^ 
torment  dogs  and  cats,  and  every  species  of  animals;  crucifyiiq^ 
frogs  was  a  most  favorite  amusement;  indeed  he  took  the  moal 
vivid  pleasure  in  causing  suffering  to  others;  he  had  not  the 
slightest  sense  of  gratitude,  and  would  injure  his  best  benefaotor 
with  the  same  relish,  that  he  would  his  bitterest  enemy.  Ma 
punishment,  however  severe,  could  deter  him  from  wickedness; 
no  coercion  could  restrain  him,  but  he  seemed  driven  on  to  com- 
mit depredations  on  individuals  and  society,  by  an  internal  mys- 
terious power,  which  could  not  be  controlled  or  resisted;  yeC^ 
his  intellectual  faculties  were  not  perceptibly  impaired,  nor  could 
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he  be  distlDguished  from  other  boys  of  hie  age  and  class,  except 
by  his  great  moral  depravity. 

The  other  case  was  that  of  a  yoang  woman  who,  up  to  her 
twentieth  year,  had  been  the  charm  of  her  father's  house.  At 
this  time  she  was  suddenly  deserted  by  a  youDg  man  to  whom 
she  had  been  engaged,  which  plunged  her  into  a  profound  melan- 
choly, during  which  her  bodily  health  suffered  severely,  and  the 
premonitory  symptoms  of  her  moral  malady  began  to  exhibit 
themselves.  When  I  saw  her,  her  derangement  had  lasted  five 
years  without  the  slightest  symptom  of  improvement.  She  had 
no  illusions,  her  intellectual  faculties  were  as  clear  as  possible, 
but  her  conduct  was  that  of  a  fiend  rather  than  that  of  a  woman; 
when  I  presented  myself  befqre  the  grated  door  where  she  was 
confined,  she  flew  at  me  with  the  ferocity  of  a  tigress,  and  abso- 
lutely tore  the  flesh  from  her  arms  in  vain  attempts  to  strike  me, 
and  when  she  satisfied  herself  that  she  could  not  vent  her  rage 
on  my  person,  she  screamed  with  the  most  unearthly  energy, 
until  her  power  of  audible  utterance  was  completely  gone. 

At  the  State  lunatic  asylum  at  Utica  I  saw  a  man  who,  I  was 
informed  by  Dr.  Brigham,  had  gone  through  all  the  stages  of 
moral  insanity,  and  was  now  equally  deranged  in  his  intellect. 
He  had  formerly  been  an  industrious  worthy  man,  a  good  husband 
and  father,  and  a  usef\il  member  of  society.  He  grew  gradually 
morose  and  vindictive,  and  finally  became  a  pest  to  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  had  assaulted  and  beaten  one  of  his  neighbors  with 
brutal  severity,  for  which  he  was  bound  over  to  take  his  trial  at 
the  next  court;  this  offended  him  exceedingly,  and  as  a  mark  of 
his  displeasure  he  procured  a  tiger  skin,  and  assumed  the  name 
of  tiger.  When  the  day  of  trial  came  he  harnessed  a  Jackass  to 
a  crockery  crate,  and  rode  into  the  court  room  dressed  in  his  tiger 
skin;  for  this  hfi  was  committed  to  prison  for  contempt  of  court. 
That  night  the  Jailer  was  alarmed  by  a  cry  of  fire  from  the  other 

prisoners,  and  on  going  into  the  Jail,  he  found  that  Tiger  P 

had  set  fire  to  his  cell,  which  was  not  extinguished  until  he  was 
severely  burned.  This  conduct  Induced  the  authorities  to  inquire 
into  his  sanity,  and  on  examination  by  Dr.  Brigham,  he  was  pro- 
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nonneed  insane,  and  sent  to  the  asylam.  In  this  case,  crimes 
which  were  universally  supposed  by  liis  neighbors  to  be  caused 
by  his  extreme  and  voluntary  wickedness,  being  especially  moved 
and  instigated  by  the  devil,  and  which  imperatively  demanded 
vindictive  punishment,  were  eventually  proved  to  arise  from  a 
diseased  liver ^  Ibr  the  removal  of  which  the  exorcisms  of  the 
priest  and  the  jailer  were  alike  inefficieut. 

There  is  another  class  of  oases  where  insanity  producer  crime) 
in  which  the  criminal  act  is  the  sole  excuse  of  the  lunacy.  An- 
illustrious  English  duke,  now  living,  is  in  the  regular  habit  of 
stealing  the  spoons  and  forks  from  the  tables  of  his  entertainers, 
yet  he  is  as  noted  for  his  princely  liberality  as  for  this  degrading 
habit.  His  family  keep  a  strict  watch  of  his  pockets  after  sucl^ 
entertainments,  and  always  abstract  the  purloined  property,  and 
restore  it  to  its  lawful  owners.  He  never  inquires  after  the  arti- 
cles, the  sole  motive  of  the  thef c  being  the  pleasure  of  taking. 

I  was  informed  by  the  police  of  Philadelphia  that  thirteen 
ladies,  connected  with  some  of  the  most  respectable  families  in 
that  city,  were  known  to  them  as  having  this  irresistible  propen- 
sity for  stealing  from  the  stores  they  frequented.  The  fathers  or 
ht}sbands  of  these  ladies  had  all  left  standing  orders  at  these 
stores  to  charge  them  with  whatever  their  wives  or  daughters 
purloined,  and  in  this  way  the  cases  were  prevented  from  coming 
under  the  view  of  the  courts.  At  Baltimore  I  was  informed  that 
£Lve  ladies  with  this  propensity  were  known  to  the  police.  At 
the  female  prison  at  Sing  Sing  I  was  informed  that  some  of  the 
prisoners  could  not  be  prevented  from  pilfering  from  each  other's 
cells  articles  which  could  be  of  no  possible  use  to  them,  which 
would  certainly  be  discovered  in  their  possession,  and  as  certainly 
procure  them  punishment,  but  all  this  was  insufficient  to  control 
their  propensity  for  thieving;  they  could  no  more  refrain  from  it 
than  they  could  from  breathing. 

There  is  another  form  of  insanity,  the  existence  of  which  is 
known  to  very  few,  and  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  is  more 
prevalent  than  is  supposed  by  those  who  are  best  aware  of  the 
mental  disorder. 
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This. form  of  insanity  is  teelintcally  called  Pyromania,  and  oon- 
aists  in  an  uncontrollable  pa^sionrfor  burning.  The  case  of  a  boy 
of  sixteen  years  of  age  tliat  I  saw  at  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  will 
^erye  as  a  type  of  the  class. 

He  had  been  previ  )U3ly  twice  committed  to  the  House  of 
Refuge  for  arson,  and  in  two  hours  after  his  liberation  from  thence 
he  committed  the  offence,  on  which  his  present  conviction  was 
founded.  Were  he  liberated  to  morrow  he  would  undoubtedly 
repeat  the  same  offence  before  night.  From  his  cell  the  sound  of 
the  fire  bells  in  Philadelphia  can  be  distinctly  heard,  and  in  some 
quarters  of  the  city  the  light  of  conflagrations  is  distinctly  visi- 
ble, these,  always  fill  him  with  paroxysms  of  delight,  he  dances, 
«ings  and  exhibits  the  most  frantic  demonstrations  of  Joy.  He 
frequently  entreats  the  Warden  to  sec  fire  to  a  heap  of  straw  in 
view  of  his  cell  that  he  may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  bunii 
and  frequently  declares  that  he  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  perish 
in  the  flames  if  he  could  only  see  the  Prison  on  fire.  In  other 
respects  the  boy  is  bright  and  intelligent,  nor  had  he  ever  evinced 
a  tendency  to  any  other  species  of  <$rime.  • 

I  am  aware  that  many  good  men  resolutely  deny  the  existence 
of  the  insane  propensities  to  crime  which  I  have  spoken  of  ab'>Ye, 
others  while  admitting  their  existence,  disapprove  of  speakii^^  of 
them  in  public,  lest  a  morbid  sympathy  for  criminals  should  be 
engendered  in  tlie  public  mind,  and  lest  criminals  should  be  em- 
boldened in  their  depredations,  in  the  hope  of  escaping  from  pun- 
ishment by  simulating  insanity.  We  agree  with  neither  of  these 
classes.  We  are  sure  that  insanity  is  the  cause  of  more  crimes 
than  has  hitherto  been  suspected.  And  we  have  no  fears  that  tha 
publication  of  the  truth  can  ever,  on  the  whole,  be  injurious,  on 
the  contrary  we  feel  a  perfect  confidence  that  a  more  thorough 
education  of  the  public  mind  with  regard  to  the  influence  of  in- 
sanity on  crime,  instead  of  diminishing  would  greatly  augment 
the  safety  of  the  community ;  the  beginnings  of  mental  aberration 
would  be  more  carefully  watched  and  earlier  restrained,  remedial 
agencies  would  sooner  be  resorted  to,  and  conduct  would  be  avoid- 
ed which  only  exasperates  disorder.  Nor  do  we  ftar  that  the  plea 
of  insanity  would  be  more  frequently  resorted  to,  or  at  all  event! 


more  frequently  saeoessfuU.  Although  it  is  diffieolt  or  perhaps 
Impossible  to  express  in  words,  itny  infallible  test  by  whieh  real, 
may  be  distinguished  from  simulated  insanity,  yet  it  is  easy  for 
those  who  have  had  much  experience  in  mental  disorders  to  detect 
a  pretender  with  all  desirable  certainty;  there  is  inx>bably  no  state 
in  the  UnioUi  where  experts  may  not  be  found  on  whose  testimony 
a  Jury  might  implicitly  rely.  The  following  quotation  from  the 
tenth  annual  report  to  the  trustees  of  the  Massachusetta  State 
Hospital  by  Dr.  Woodward,  ought  to  increase  our  reliance  on  the 
sagacity  of  professional  testimony  in  cases  where  the  plea  of  in- 
sanity is  set  up: 

<^  In  this  connection,  it  may  not  bs  improper  to  say,  that  of  all 
the  cases  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  have  examined 
the  subject  with  interest  for  many  years,  I  have  known  but  a  sin- 
gle instance,  in  which  an  individual  arraigned  for  murder, 
and  found  not  guilty  by  reason  of  insanity,  has  not  afterwards 
shown  unequivocal  symptoms  of  insanity  in  the  jails  or  hospitals 
where  he  has  been  confined ;  and  I  regret  to  say  that  quite  a  num- 
ber who  have  been  executed,  have  shown  as  clear  evidence  of 
insanity  as  any  of  these.  In  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  the  insane 
man  is  desirous  to  keep  the  mental  alienation  out  of  sight,  rather 
than  to  present  it,  while  he  who  feigns  insanity  generally  presents 
it  in  caricature." 

.9th.  Ignorance  is  a  cause  of  crime.  The  condition  of  criminals 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  with  respect  to  education  is  disclosed  in 
.the.  annexed  table,  marked  D.,  and  also  in  the  fourth  report  of 
the  New  York  Prison  Association,  page  82.  Information  in  re- 
jgard  to  the  education  of  criminals  in  England  and  Wales  will  be 
found  in  the  annexed  table,  marked  N.  From  these  it  appears, 
that  in  the  State  of  New  York  only  sixty-two  hundredths  of  one 
per.  cent,  of  the  convicted  criminals  were  well  educated,  and  sixty- 
jeight  per  cent,  could  read  and  write.  Of  the  entire  population  of 
New  York,  ninety-seven  per  cent,  within  a  very  minute  fraction 
rcan  read  and  write. 

In  England  and  Wales  only  twenty-seven  hundredths  of  one 

per  cent,  of  the  convicted  criminals  were  well  educated,  and  a 

:1htction  under  ten  percent,  could  read  and  write.    I  hare  no 
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reliable  means  of  aseertaining  the  ratio  which  exists  between  the 
number  of  persons  who  are  unable  to  read  and  write,  apd  the 
whole  population  of  England  and  Wales. 

In  Pennsylvania,  of  2,961  prisoners,  1,620  could  read  and  write^ 
tS32  could  read  but  not  write,  and  709  could  neither  read  nor  write. 
Thus  flfty-flve  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  were  able  to  read 
tmd  write.  Of  the  whole  population  of  Pennsylvania,  96.72  per 
cent,  are  able  to  read  and  write* 

In  Massachusetts.  We  extract  the  following  from  tlie  report  of 
the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  State  prison,  for  1853 : 

^^Out  of  491  convicts  in  the  prison  on  the  first  of  October,  98| 
or  20  per  cent,  within  a  very  minute  fraction,  were  unable  to  read 
and  write,  222  were  not  more  than  22  years  of  age  at  the  time  ot 
admission,  of  whom  three  were  only  15,  fourteen  only  16,  and  67 
not  more  than  18  years  of  age.  The  large  proportion  of  convicts 
totally  uneducated,  is  a  striliiing  illustration  of  the  effect  of  igno- 
rance in  producing  crime,  and  is  a  decided  answer  to  the  happily 
small  class  of  persons  who  are  fond  of  declaiming  against  our  in- 
stitutions for  popular,  public,  and  universal  education." 

Of  the  whole  population  of  Massachusetts,  97.15  per  cent,  are 
able  to  read  and  write* 

Of  215  prisoners  in  Connecticut  State  Prison,  77  or  35.81  per 
eent.  were  unable  to  read  and  write* 

Of  the  whole  population  of  Connecticut,  98.30  per  cent  are 
able  to  read  and  write. 

Of  668  prisoners  in  Maryland  State  Prison,  252  could  not  read 
or  write ;  92  could  read  only  ;  67  received  a  good  English  edu- 
cation ;  251  could  read  and  write ;  6  received  classical  educa- 
tions, and  252  attended  Sunday  schools.  Thus  it  appears  that  of 
the  whole  number,  51 .49  per  cent  were  unable  to  read  and  write, 
and  only  ten  per  cent,  had  reqjBived  a  good  English  education. 

Of  the  whole  population  of  Maryland,  92.82  per  eent.  are  abto 
to  read  and  write. 

■ 

I  have  added  above  to  the  criminal  statistics. the  proportion 
of  the  population  who  can  read  and  write ;  oil  comparing  this 
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|>rppQcUQn iwiib  Uiat  wU<di:tbe  pri«OMie  who  can  nad  and  write 
.|)ear  to  the  who^e  number  of  prisoners,  we  ar^  able  to  learn  the 
influence  of  ignorance  in  producing  erime  ;  thus  in  Peasjrlvaniai 
since  96.72  per  cent,  of  the  population  could  read  and  wfite,  if 
education  had  no  influence  on  crime,  the  number  of  prisoners  who 
could  read  and  write,  ought  only  to  be  96.72  per  cent.,  and  the 
number  who  could  not  read  and  write  ought  to  be  3.2&per  cent; 
but  in  reality  only  55  per  cent,  can  read  and  write.  Hence  we 
learn  that  45  per  cent,  of  the  crime  of  Pennsylvania  springs  from 
d.28  per  eent  of  the  population. 

These  statements  for  all  the  States,  and  for  Englazui  and  Wales, 
phow  very  conclusively  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  oon- 
Ticted  criminals  are  produced  by  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
population,  and  that  Ignorance  is  justly  denomiaa^d  the  mother 
of  crime,  but  it  is  so  in  a  far  greater  degree  than  appears  frooa  the 
above  statement. 

No  one  supposes  that  the  mere  ability  to  read  and  write,  acts  as 
a  talisman  or  charm  to  preserve  the  possessor  of  it  from  crime. 
If  learning  prevents  crime,  it  does  so  in  one  of  the  following  ways: 
](t  is  used  as  a  recreation,  and  prevents  men  from  resorting  to 
grog  shops,  gambling  houses,  or  other  improper  places  for  amuse* 
ment,  or  it  may  help  men  to  get  a  living,  and  by  removing  them 
from  want  they  are  not  exposed  to  the  temptation  of  resorting  to 
crime  for  a  living  -,  or  by  reading  the  bible  and  other  good  books 
they  may  learn  the  pathway  to  holiness,  and  tlins  become  purified 
in  heart  as  well  as  life.  If  their  ability  to  read  and  write  does 
not  enable  them  to  avoid  crime  in  one  or  other  of  these  ways,  it 
is  obvious  that  they  will  derive  little  benefit  from  their  learning. 
In  our  prisons  if  a  man  can  read,  by  spelling  his  words  ever  so 
slowly,  or  can  write,  no  matter  how  poorly,  he  is  enrolled  as  be- 
ing able  to  read  and  write,  but  for  all  practical  purposes  they 
might  as  well  not  possess  these  accomplishments ;  reading  can  be 
no  recreation  to  them,  nor  can  they  understand  it  after  they  have 
lead  it ;  it  eertainly  can  be  of  no  use  to  them  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  nor  can  people  of  this  character  be  expected  to  derive 
much  benefit  from  reading  the  bible  or  works  on  religion,  in  fact 
tlj^^y  cannot  be  persuaded  to  attempt  them.    The  truth  is,  4h$t 
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nine-tenths  of  the  prisoners  in  the  United  States  are  ignorant  men, 
who,  although  they  may  baeQroIIe4  aSfaf)1e.to  read  and  write  on 
the  prison  books,  are  unable  .ta<lo  €o  ^  .any  practical  or  useful 
purpose. 

In  New-Tork  the  table  shows  that  J^km  ^Ihan  three  quarters  of 
one  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  had  a  good  educa* 
tion,  and  in  Maryland  only  10  per  x^^tJba^ Received  an  education 
calculated  to  be  useful  to  them. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  extre^ie  Jgnoriince  of  prisoners  who 
are  classed  as  being  able  to  read  and  write,  we  offer  the  following 
facts:  fifty-seven  {)risoners  were  committed  in  one  year  to  the 
State  prison  of  Connecticut,  who  were  classed  as  follows:  27 
eould  read  and  write,  16  co^uld  Jcead  i>ut  not  write,  14  could 
neither  read  nor  write ;  43  of  ihe  number^  therefore,  stood  on  the 
prison  records  as  being  able  to  read.  These  43  were  each  re* 
quested  to  spell  the  words  "  read"  and  "  write  3"  only  1 1  spelled 
them  correctly,  the  remaining  32  we^re  quite  unable  to  accomplish 
the  feat.  One  of  the  best  of  the  readers  was  unable  to  tell 
whether  the  book  of  Mathew  was  in  the  Old  or  New  Testament. 

One  of  the  prisoners  at  Sing  Sing,  wlia  was  classed  as  able  to 
read  and  write,  and  looked  upon  by  his  fellow  prisoners  as  quite 
a  prodigy  of  learning,  presented  me  with,  the  following  original 
poem,  written  in  a  very  cramped  hand,  which  I  transcribe  just  as 
it  was  speUed  in  the  manuaeript : 

PRI8NERS  SUFEEINB. 

1 

PemiT  Lonly  hear  I  wandder 
In  this  daogen  I  har  hen  long 
Boond  down  in  ehaini  of  Inm 
In  sadnee  I  writ  thii  wng 

S 

I  beer  the  found  of  himaa  Aititepe 
Snekelog  a  Long  and  ferj  acre 
Hee  a  Keeper  Larking  for  me 
0  my  hart  nerer  fear 

S 

That  Keepen  hart  ie  fail  of  rengenoe 

« 

he  wonld  Like  mj  ieih  to  taia 
Hip  Looks  bespeak  his  fool  h4entkNi 
*  Iho  my  saftrini  Is  not  fair 
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4 
Wbo  eftUi  lUt  the  LiBd  of  f fttdoB 
I  oant  hMT  np  freedom  And 
I  Ml  a  pofe  ftflUetod  primer 
And  tlM  pnblio  ve  ell  blind 

6 
Sed  diqtmoe  to  hnmea  neler 
Yet  I  a  priener  beie  my  pert 
Hie  theft  long  end  drery  ocntenee 
theft  biekee  the  iufreii  hert 

Qurenor  Sueid  shoei  exemple 
hreke  the  prieiien  drerj  time 
Meay  jeiee  a  fofefin  in  PriioB 
-  Ownly  oaaeMe  the  mote  crime 

7 
Come  drire  a  holloek  to  the  wawter 
Ytm  oenft  not  make  him  drink 
So  ie  man  when  rereoge  ii  in  him 
He  oarei  not  for  the  giaTei  brink 

8 
I  woold  drean  my  last  harti  bind 
before  a  Tirenft  shonld  oonker  me 
Yooee  me  with  kindnem  I  em  hmmble 
Thif  all  here  hare  planely  lee 

9 
Gir  ne  Ohristieni  like  Darid  L  Semore 
And  thii  prieen  ii  like  heren  ehore 
He  if  one  that  oBod  kindneei 
And  he  bee  the  prienen  lar* 

This  poem,  poor  as  it  is  and  miserable  as  is  the  orthographyi  is 
nevertheless  far  above  the  average  ability  of  those  who  are  re- 
corded as  able  to  read  and  write. 

We  do  not  propose  farther  to  extend  our  proofs,  but  we  feel  a 
full  conviction,  that  those  already  offered  are  sufficient  to  con- 
vince every  candid  mind,  that  ignorance  is  a  most  prolific  canse 
of  crime,  and  that  statesmen  and  philanthropists  can  in  no  way 
labor  more  effectually  for  the  suppression  of  the  latter,  than  by 
increasing  the  efficiency  of  our  common  schools,  and  in  every 
way  striving  to  banish  the  former. 

10th.  Want  of  a  trade  or  profession  is  another  source  of  crime. 
The  tables,  marked  W,  furnish  us  with  most  interesting  and  is- 
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stracti  ve  details,  confirmatory  of  the  position.  From  these  it  will 
be  seen,  that  men  of  no  occupation,  together  with  laborers,  liquor 
sellers,  sailors,  boatmen  and  drivers,  neither  of  which  occupations 
can  be  called  trades,  constitute  66  per  cent  of  the  whole  number 
convicted  in  courts  of  record,  and  65  per  cent  of  the  convictions 
in  the  courts  of  special  sessions.  In  Maryland  51  per  cent.  In 
Connecticut  60  per  cent ;  in  Pennsylvania  45.48  per  cent  of  the 
whole  number  of  convicts. 

These  statements,  without  going  farther,  shew  an  intimate  re- 
lation between  the  want  of  a  trade  and  the  commission  of  crime; 
they  shew  the  ranks  of  criminals  are  chiefly  .recruited  from  the 
idle  and  shiftless  portions  of  the  population.  But  they  by  no 
means  disclose  the  whole  truth.  We  remarked,  while  speaking 
of  ignorance  as  a  cause  of  crime,  that  it  was  shewn  as  clearly  in 
the  fact  that  those  who  professed  to  read  and  write,  did  it  so 
badly,  that  is  was  of  no  more  practical  use  to  them  than  if  they 
had  never  learned  it.  So  we  are  compelled  to  say,  in  the  present 
connection,  that  those  prisoners  who  profess  to  have  learned 
trades,  have  in  general  learned  them  so  badly  and  hence  are  so 
poor  workmen,  that  their  trades  are  of  very  little  assistance  to 
them,  in  getting  an  honest  living.  The  ill  effects  arising  from 
ill  learned  trades,  are  so  admirable  portrayed  in  the  Autobiography 
of  Hugh  Miller,  the  celebrated  self-taught  geologist,  (a  book,  by 
ttoe  way,  that  ought  to  be  in  every  prison  library,)  that  I  prefer  to 
extract,  rather  than  to  offer  any  illustrations  of  my  own.  Tp.p. 
825,6.)  "It  Is  not"  says  he,  " uninstructive  to  observe, how 
strangely  the  public  are  led  at  times  to  attach  paramount  import- 
ance to  what  is  in  reality  only  subordinately  important,  and  to 
pass  over  the  really  paramount,  without  thought  or  notice.  The 
destiny  in  life  of  the  skilled  mechanic  is  much  more  influenced, 
for  instance,  by  his  second  education — that  of  his  apprentiship — 
than  by  his  first,  that  of  the  school ;  and  yet  it  is  to  the  education 
of  the  school,  that  the  importance  is  generally  regarded  as  at- 
taching, and  we  never  hear  of  the  other.  The  careless,  incom- 
petent scholar  has  many  opportunities  of  recovering  himself;  the 
careless,  incompetent  apprentice,  who  either  fails  to  serve  out 
his  regular  time,  or  who,  though  he  fulfills  his  term,  is  discharged 
an  inferior  workman,  has  very  few ;  and  farther,  nothing  can  be 


more  eertain,  than,  thtt  inferiority  as  a  worknian  bears  mndi 
more  disastrously  on  the  condition  of  the  mechanic,  than  infeil- 
ogrity  as  a  scholar.  Unable  to  maintain  his  place  among  his 
brother  Journeymen,  or  to  render  himself  worthy  of  the  ayerage 
wages  of  his  craft,  the  ill  taught  mechanic  falls  out  of  regular 
employment,  subsists  precariously  for  a  time  on  occasional  Jobs, 
and,  either  forming  idle  habits,  becomes  a  vagabond  /rotiifMr,  cr, 
getting  into  the  toils  of  some  rapacious  taskmaster,  becomes  la 
enslaved  sweater.  For  one  workman,  injured  by  neglect  of  his 
apprenticeship  education,  three-fourths  of  the  distress  of  the  coun- 
try's mechanics  and  nine-tenths  of  their  vagabondism,  will  be 
found  restricted  to  inferior  workmen,  who,  like  Hogarth's  <*  Care- 
less apprentice,"  neglected  the  opportunities  of  their  second  term 
of  education.  The  sagacious  painter  had  a  truer  insight  into  the 
matter  than  most  of  our  modern  educationists." 

I  have  a3certained  by  inquiries  made  of  a  great  number  of  pri- 
soners that  no  trades,  and  trades  half  learned,  cause  a  vast  amount 
of  suffering  and  crime.  The  statistics  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary 
jshew  the  following  results.  Of  3,043  prisoners,  442  were  appren- 
ticed and  served  through  their  whole  time,  556  were  apprenticed 
and  did  not  serve  out  their  time,  2,045  served  no  apprenticeship 
whatever.  Of  the  whole  number  bound,  only  44.29  per  cent 
served  out  their  time,  55.71  per  cent  did  not  serve  out  their  time, 
and  of  course  acquired  their  trades  imperfectly.  Of  the  whole 
number  reported  67.20  per  cent  never  served  any  apprenticeship^ 
and,  if  we  include  the  apprentices  who  have  not  served  out  their 
time,  we  have  85.47  per  cent  of  prisoners,  who  have  either  never 
learned  a  trade  or  learned  it  imperfectly.  I  am  fully  satisfied  tlie 
evils  arising  from  this  source  are  greater  in  every  state  in  the 
union  (except  the  states  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Bhode 
Island,)  than  they  are  in  Pennsylvania,  and  therefore  the  figures 
above  are  considerably  more  favorable  than  the  general  average. 

Forty-eight  prisoners  of  twenty-four  years  and  under,  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  during  the  year  1853,  of 
these  only  1  had  been  apprenticed  and  served  out  his  time,  9  had 
been  apprenticed  and  had  left  before  the  expiration  of  their  time, 
and  38  had  never  been  apprenticed.  On  these  fitcts,  the  Inspec- 
tors of  the  prison  comment  in  their  twenty-fifth  report  as  fi>l- 
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lows :  <^  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  and  suggests  serious  reflections 
to  the  enquiring  mind,  that  of  the  forty-eight  prisoners  received 
daring  the  year,  under  twenty-five  years  of  age,  so  fesb  have  ever 
been  taught  any  tiseful  btuiness.  The  proportion  admitted,  where 
rudimental  education  has  been  cared  for,  is  small  when  compared' 
with  the  opportunity  to  acquire  it,  afforded  to  all  who  desire  to 
embrace  it.  This  subject  is  becoming  one  of  singular  importance^ 
With  the  enlarged,  improving,  and  almost  universal  system  of 
popular  education,  a  system  extending  itself  to  the  doors  of  every 
habitation,  and  munificently  endowed,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
any  should  fall  in  securing  its  advantage  and  benefits.  Mental 
instruction  should  be  so  imparted,  as  to  create  a  desire  for  the^ 
employment  of  business  pursuits.  Occupational  indiistry  ought 
to  be  the  consequence  of  the  proper  training  and  discipline  of  the  > 
intellectual  faculty.  However  admirably  a  school  system  may  be 
administered,  very  much  is  left,  and  on  every  sound  principle 
governing  the  social  relations,  ought  to  be  left  to  parents,  guar- 
dians and  masters.  The  responsibility  of  parents  is  in  no  wise 
removed  by  the  duties  imposed  on  teachers.  Moral  education, 
that  bulwark  against  temptation,  evil,  idleness  and  crimes,  must  ^ 
be  the  result  of  parents^  constant  soieitude  for  their  children^ 
No  human  lawS;  no  statutable  enactments^  no  educational  system, 
no  legislative  preventive,  can  or  will  train  up  the  child  in  thoway 
he  should  go,  or  straighten  the  twig  intQ  the  upright  tree.  It  is^ 
the  mother's  solicitude,  care  and  teachings,  and  the  fathei^s  au- 
thority and  example,  society  expects  will  educate  the  heart  and 
conscience  to  resist  all  temptation,  and  seek  for' that  Power  which 
can  alot^  deliver  us  from  evil." 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  seems  very  clear  that  parents  and 
guardians  who  permit  their  children  and  wards  to  leave  their 
masters  before  the  completion  of  their  apprenticeships,  or  who 
permit  them  to  grow  up  in  idleness,  without  any  suitable  means 
of  acquiring  a  living,  are  incurring  a  fearful  responsibility,  and 
are  fitting  those  entrusted  to  their  care  for  the  prisoner's  cell. 
Something  should  be  done,  and  that  speedily,  to  stop  this  great 
and  growing  evil,  or  the  progress  of  crime  will  continue  to  ac- 
celerate. 
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11.  Poverty  Is  a  cause  of  crime.  We  do  not  wish  to  speak  off 
this  subject  in  any  way  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  poor.  No- 
thing would  give  us  greater  pain  than  to  increase  the  hardships 
of  their  lot  in  the  slightest  degree.  We  have  too  often  witnessed 
among  the  poor  the  brightest  examples  of  purity,  gentleness,  self- 
denial,  and  strict  integrity,  to  permit  us  to  doubt  for  a  moment 
that  poverty  was  compatible  with  the  exercise  of  all  these  vir- 
tues. But  we  dare  not  shut  our  eyes  to  the  facts  which  are  every 
day  disclosing  themselves,  proving  conclusively  for  this  countiy 
what  Sir  James  Mcintosh*  stated  in  the  British  parliament  to  be 
true  in  regard  to  England :  ^^  In  this  countiy  pauperism  has 
always  advanced  in  parallel  lines  with  crime,  and  with  equal 
steps."  This  may  be  seen  everywhere  by  those  who  will  take 
the  trouble  to  observe,  both  in  cities  and  in  the  country  ;  but  it 
is  in  the  former  where  poverty  generates  crime  most  rapidly  and 
certainly,  and  here  its  peculiar  workings  can  most  easily  be  ob- 
served. The  annexed  table,  marked  R,  casts  much  light  on 
this  interesting  subject.  The  counties  of  the  State  of  New-Tork 
are  divided  into  six  groups,  arranged  according  to  the  amount  of 
crime  committed  in  each,  according  to  its  population.  The  thir- 
teenth column  in  this  table  shows  the  ratio  of  pauperism  in  each 
county  in  the  State  of  New-York  to  the  population,  as  the  sixth 
shows  the  ratio  of  crime.  It  so  happens  that  on  the  face  of  the 
table  the  division  which  ranks^r^^  in  crime  is  the  second  in  pau- 
perism. This  discrepancy  is  apparent  rather  than  real.  The 
counties  of  Rockland  and  Washington,  which  both  appear  in  the 
highest  division  of  criminality,  are  in  reality  among  the  least 
criminal ;  and  the  county  of  New-Tork,  which  really  stands  next 
to  Erie  in  criminality,  appears  in  the  second  division.  This  dto- 
placement  in  relative  rank  arises  from  accidental  circumstances. 
In  this  table  the  rank  in  crime  is  assigned  to  each  county  accord- 
ing to  the  average  number  of  convictions  which  took  place  in  the 
six  years  from  1846  to  1851.  When  we  examine  the  convictions 
for  Washington  county  in  detail,  it  appears  that  they  are  chiefly 
of  rum  sellers  who  have  violated  the  license  laws — ^not  that  these 
laws  are  more  frequently  violated  there  than  elsewhere,  but  the 
inhabitants  are  more  active  in  prosecuting  them.    The  oonvictiont 

*  Speeoh  on  tht  Criminal  Iaw^  dsllTered  in  theHoaie  of  CoBmoBf,  Sd  Ibnb,  1819. 
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are,  therefore,  evidences  of  the  moral  reetitade  of  the  inhabitants 
rather  than  of  their  criminality.  The  rank  of  Rockland  is  deter- 
mined by  the'  convictions  which  were  had  in  two  years  of  the 
aeries.  In  one  year,  during  a  strong  excitement  against  rum  sel- 
lers, there  were  a  lai^e  number  of  prosecutions  for  violation  of 
the  license  law ;  and  in  the  other,  during  an  outbreak  among  the 
laborers  on  the  Erie  railroad,  which  resulted  in  a  large  number 
c^  convictions  for  assault  and  battery :  these,  though  occurring 
within  the  limits  of  the  county,  and  tried  in  its  courts,  are  not 
chargeable  on  its  inliabitants. 

The  position  of  the  city  of  New-York,  in  the  second  rank  of 
criminality,  arises  on  the  one  hand  from  the  vast  amount  of  busi- 
ness on  the  hands  of  the  district  attorney,  which  prevents  him 
from  studying  carefully  the  merits  of  each  case,  and  the  sharp- 
ness of  the  Tombs  lawyers  on  the  other,  by  which  every  advan- 
tage is  taken  of  his  negligence.  Many  cases  are  brought  into  the 
courts  of  special  sessions  which  in  other  counties  would  be  tried 
in  courts  of  record.  From  this  cause,  and  the  large  number  of 
cases  in  which  straw  bail  is  taken,  the  criminal  returns  are  &T 
from  presenting  the  real  amount  of  crime  committed  in  that  city. 
It  the  table  were  corrected  by  the  transposition  of  these  coun- 
ties— as,  for  the  reasons  above  given,  it  ought  to  be — it  would 
show  that  there  was  a  perfect  parallelism  between  crime  and 
pauperism ;  those  groups  which  stand  highest  in  the  one,  standing 
highest  in  the  other  also. 

All  the.  causes  of  crime  that  we  have  enumerated,  except  or- 
phanage, act  per  se  in  its  production,  to  a  certain  extent;  but, 
besides  this,  they  tend  to  produce  pauperism.  This  is  usually  the 
last  stage  of  descent  before  the  unhappy  victim  is  plunged  into 
the  abyss  of  crime.  We  refer  those  who  are  desirous  of  studying 
the  precise  mode  by  which  poverty  leads  to  crime,  to  the  reports 
of  the  New-Tork  Society  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor, 
where  all  the  details  will  be  found,  with  all  desirable  accuracy 
and  fullness. 

12th.  Inefficient  Preventive  Police  is  a  cause  of  crime.  It  might 
'be  supposed  that  this  is  so  obvious  tliat  it  only  needed  to  be  enu- 
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merated  to  cany  oonvietion  to  every  mind,  were  it  not  tUat  it 
was  so  geDerally  neglected  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  Formerly, 
even  within  the  memory  of  men  now  alive,  highway  robbery  was* 
common  on  the  roads  leading  to  London.  Now,  in  conaeqaenee 
of  the  increased  elBiciency  of  the  police,  such  occnrrenoes  are 
quite  unknown.  Within  the  present  year,  the  police  of  several 
of  our  larger  cities  have  been  required  in  good  earnest  to  enforce' 
the  la^  in  relation  to  the  closure  of  the  grog  shops  on  the  sab- 
bath, and  whatever  public  opinion  has  really  demanded  the  mea<" 
sure,  it  has  been  entirely  successful.  In  the  same  way  would 
they  be  successful,  if  a  majority  of  the  really  religious  portion 
of  the  community  would  rigidly  require  it,  in  closing  the  brothels 
and  the  gambling  houses,  that  create  so  large  an  amount  of  crime 
and  misery,  as  we  have  seen  they  do. 

In  thus  bringing  to  a  close  our  review  of  the  causes  of  crime^ 
we  would  repeat  what  we  have  before  in  effect  said,  that  they 
seldom  act  singly  and  alone.  The  separate  acts  of  drinking,  gam* 
bllng,  or  licentiousness  may  not  lead  those  who  commit  them 
directly  to  the  commission  of  crime,  but  the  one  leads  to  the 
other,  and  the  conjoint  action  of  one  or  more  of  them  eflEects  his 
ruin.  Thus,  going  to  the  theatre  may  introduce  a  young  man  to 
the  society  of  prostitutes;  these  will  lead  htm  to  drink ;  this  haMt 
may  lead  to  the  gambling  table,  which  conducts  him  to  poverty, 
and  from  the  pressure  of  the  latter  evil  he  falls  into  acts  of  crimi- 
nality. Each  successive  lapse  has  left  its  sting  within  to  corrupt 
and  fester  his  moral  nature;  and  when  the  stern  t>ehests  of 
poverty  urge  him  to  replenish  his  finances  at  the  expense  of 
others,  the  temptation  is  not  resisted  by  the  lively  action  of  con- 
science, which  he  has  deadened  by  his  former  indulgences  in 
evil,  and  hence  he  falls  an  easy  and  unresisting  prey  to  the 
tempter. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  if  the  facts  we  have  stated  are  true,  they 
call  loudly  upon  us  to  examine  ourselves  individually  and  col-* 
lectively  under  the  light  of  their  teachings. 

We  are  not  deficient  in  zeal  against  crime.  When  Dr.  Web- 
ster or  Hendrickson  commit  depredations  on  the  pelice  of  aodietf^ 
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a  loud  storm  of  indignation  Is  raised  on  every  handy  every  heart 
beats  quicker,  and  every  eye  grows  brighter  during  the  pendency 
of  the  trial ;  a  tremulous  apprehension  is  felt  on  all  hands  leal 
jostioe  should  be  robbed  of  its  victim ;  and  when  at  length  the 
lingering  forais  of  justice  have  consigned  the  prisoner  to  his  nar^ 
row  and  cheerless  cell,  our  curses  on  the  victim  are  both  loud  and 
deep,  and  lil^e  the  Pharisee,  we  fold  our  hands  upon  our  breasti 
and  thank  God  that  we  are  not  as  other  men,  nor  especially  aa 
fliis  poor  prisoner. 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  lessons  abov^  given  are  learned 
aright,  they  will  bring  us  down  from  this  lofty  station,  and  tear 
away  Tull -many  of  the  plumes  of  purity  which  we  have  worn  so 
proudly  and  so  long. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  exalt  the  criminal  into  a  hero  or  an  in- 
jured innocent,  or  to  palliate  his  crime  with  the  gloss  of  a  sickly 
.sentimentality.  I  would  not  absiie  one  jot  or  tittle  of  the  loath- 
ing which  is  felt  for  crime  by  the  unsophisticated  heart  of  inno- 
cence, nor  shield  the  criminal  from  the  just  abhorrence  which  a 
wise  Creator  has  implanted  in  the  bosoms  of  his  creatures  towards 
those  who  wilfully  and  habitually  violate  his  holy  laws.  But  if 
we  should  discover  tliat  we  are  all  partners  in  the  guilt  of  the 
inmates  of  our  prisons — that  w,e  have  sharpened  the  dagger  of  the 
assassin,  that  we  have  drugged  the  poisoned  bowl,  that  we  have 
guided  the  robber  to  the  spot  where  treasure  is  concealed — that 
we  have  furnished  implements  to  the  coiner  and  materials  for  the 
forger;  I  trust  we  shall  be  willing — not  to  excuse  the  criminal 
for  his  misconduct,  but  to  divest  ourselves  of  our  Phariseeism  and 
go  our  ways,  resolved  to  sin  no  more. 

A  careful  review  of  the  sources  of  crime  above  enumerated, 
and  of  the  facts  cited  under  each,  will  readily  explain  the  reasoB 
of  its  remarkable  uniformity  of  development  from  year  to  year ; 
the  sources  being  uniform,  the  stream  will  be  uniform  also.  The 
number  of  grog  shops,  brothels,  theatres,  gambling  houses,  &c., 
being  about  the  same  from  year  to  yenr,  will,  as  a  necessary  law 
of  their  action,  produc<«  the  same  amount  of  crime;  just  as  the 
aniform  attraction  of  the  sun  from  year  to  year  secures  the  oh* 
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serrtd  uniformity  ia  the  velodty  of  the  planetuy  orbs  that  roll 
around  him*  Could  we  diminish  thefar  number  by  one  eij^litli^ 
one  fourth,  or  one  half,  we  should  certainly  diainiah  the  amount 
of  crime  committed  by  a  precisely  similar  fraction^  as  tbs  attiao- 
tion  of  the  suft  would  diminish  in  preporliMi  to  the  inerease  of 
his  distance. 

Of  the  twelve  causes  of  crime  above  enumerated,  seFen,  and 
these  are  by  far  the  most  active  in  their  operation,  are  completely 
within  the  control  of  the  people  in  their  sovereign  capa- 
city. Two  o(  these  are  actually  licensed  and  encouraged  by  law. 
The  state  virtually  says  to  the  proprietors  of  grog  shops  and 
theatres,  we  license  you  for  so  much  gold  to  make  eriminala  aid 
paupers ;  you  have  oiu*  sanction  and  our  blessing  on  your  patiM* 
ic  labors.  For  the  gold  you  have  paid  us  you  may  fabricate 
robbers,  burglars,  assassins,  coiners  and  forgers  to  an  amount 
which  is  accurately  determined  and  fixed  beforehand  by  our  re- 
gisters. Make  wives  into  widows,  children  into  orphans,  convert' 
tidy  cottages  into  dilapidated  hovels,  fill  the  fruitfhl  fields  with 
brambles  and  briers,  debauch  the  morals  of  our  youA  and  lacer- 
ate the  hearts  of  our  old  men  and  niatrons  ;  the  gold  you  pay  us 
for  the  privilege  will  amply  compensate  for  all;  ye  shall  t)e 
counted  wise  and  honorable  men ;  ye  shall  be  rulers  of  our 
elections,  ye  shall  control  our  legislature ;  ye  may  whisper 
jour  edicts  to  the.  Judges  on  the  bench,  and  if  any  andacions 
hand  is  raised  against  your  privileges,  if  any  daring  voice  is 
uplifted  to  complain  of  your  doiifgs,  we  will  pronounce  a  sentence 
of  social  and  political  ostracism  against  him,  and  if  haply  he  is 
already  entrusted  with  offices  of  honor  or  of  profit,  the  places 
wh)ch  now  luiow  him  shall  soon  Icuow  him  no  more  forever. 

''Bshold  the  fohoob  in  wfakh  plebeka  ntfaidfr 
Odo*  limple^  aft  initiated  in  aoti> 
Which  some  may  praetioe  with  politer  graoey 
Bnt  none  with  readier  skill ! — 'tie  here  they  lean 
The  Mad  that  leads  from  eompetenee  and  peace 
To  indigence  and  rapine  ;  tin  at  laet 
Society^  grownweary  of  the  load> 
Shakes  her  encumbered  lap  and  casts  them  out. 
Bat  oensnre  proftts  little  ;  Tain  the  attempt 
To  advertise  in  verte  a  pablic  pest ; 
That,  like  the  fllth  with  which  the  peasant  feed* 
His  hungry  aores,  stinks  and  is  ef  nie* 
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TIm  •zoom  b  fattened  by  the  ilofa  molt 

Of  All  tliii  riot;  and  ton  ihoQMod  «m1ei> 

Bortfw  dribbling  o«i  tkttr  \am  oontoatfi 

Tonohed  by  the  MedM  fingers  of  the  lUtoy 

Bleed  gold,  for  oflleen  to  sport  away. 

Dnnk and  be  mad  then;  'tia  jonr  ooantxyUds ! 

Oloiioosly  dmnk,  obey  the  Importoat  eall  I 

Her  eanse  demands  the  ■ssistmicw  of  your  thieata ; 

Ye  all  ean  swaUow  and  she  lika  no  mqiie..'' 

At  the  late  murder  trial  in  Troy,  which  resulted  in  the  convic- 
tion of  Mrs.  Robinson,  judge  Harris  very  properly  charged  the 
jwy  as  feUowfr:  <^It  is  my  doty  tosay  ixy  you  gentlemen,  that  if 
ake  was  intoxicated,  eweu  to  such  an  extent  that  she  was.  uncoUr 
aeioiis  of  what  she  wa»  doing,  still  the  law  holds  her  responsible 
for  the  aef  *  •»*•♦.«  if  his  derangement  is  voluntaiyf 
— if  his  madnesa  be  self  invited— the  law  will  not  hear  him  whea 
be  makes  his  intoxication  his  plea  to  excuse  him  from  punishf 
ment.'*  This  i»  all  very  proper  and  perfectly  in  accordance  with 
the  esteblished  maxims  of  earthly  law.  But  ^^  when  the  Lord, 
maketfe  inquiBition  for  blood  "  in  the  solemn  day  of  final  account;, 
while  he  will  ratify  the  decision  of  the  human  tribunal  in  rela- 
tion to  the  non-excusability  of  the  intoxicated  murderer,  he  will 
not  hold  those  legislators  guiltless,  nor  those  voters  who  elected^ 
them,  who  permitted,  for  the  sake  of  so  much  paltry  lucre,  the 
mm  seller  to  spread  the  net  for  the  feet  of  the  unwary,  and  t»« 
hold  out  temptations  to  the  feeble  minded  to  fall  into  the  pathe 
<^  crime. 

Bvotiiels  and  gambling  houses,  unlike  grog-shops  and  theatreS|. 
ave  denouiMed  and  prohibited  by  our  laws ;  nothing  has  appiB^ 
rently  been  left  undone  By  the  legislator  to  mark  his  disapproba^ 
tiou  of  their  existence,  the  judges  are  required  to  invite  the  con- 
currence of  all  the  citizens  at  every  session  of  the  courts,  in  fer- 
rettiog  out  lottery  offices  and  bringing  their  keepers  to  condign 
punishment.  The  legislator  has  done  his  best,  no  blame  lies  at 
his  door ;  but  how  have  the  laws  been  executed  1  Let  the  four- 
teen thousand  prostitutes  who  make  night,  in  the  city  of  New 
York;  hid^ous  with  their  pro wlings  ;  let  the  innumerable  hells, 
gaily  painted,  splendidly  decorated,  and  brilliantly  lighted  ;  let 
the  lottery  offices  at  every  corner  of  the  streets  of  our  cities,  that 
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almost  withoat  the  pretence  of  concealment  cozen  the  poor  and 
wring  the  hard  earnings  from  the  hand  of  penur j  be  the  idl  suffi- 
cient answer. 

Every  brothel,  every  hell,  and  every  lottery  office  is  as  well 
known  to  the  police  of  New  York,  Albany  and  Buflhlo,  as  the 
churches  of  those  cities ;  yet  not  a  hand  is  raised  to  suppress 
them.  The  hands  of  the  ministers  of  the  law  hang  powerless  by 
their  sides  while  fraud  and  rapine  stalk  unrebuked  among  us. 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  these  evils  are  abhorred  by  a 
large  majority  of  the  people,  yet  the  police  who  are  paid  by  the 
people  and  appointed  by  them  or  by  their  agents,  are  visited  with 
no  rebuke  or  punishment  for  their  supine  neglect  of  duty.  If  the 
people  did  their  duty  the  police  would  be  compelled  to  do  theirs. 
Were  one  half  the  zeal  and  energy  expended  by  the  people  who 
hate  crimes,  and  daily  pray  for  its  extermination,  that  is  exhibit^ 
for  the  detection  and  punishment  of  a  horse  thief  or  a  counter- 
feiter, these  futile  sources  of  crime  would  be  dried  up  forever. 

The  crime-producing  agency  of  our  common  jails  has  also  been 
effectually  guarded  by  the  Legislature;  the  evils  which  are 
found  to  arise  from  them  were  distinctly  foreseen  and  guarded 
against  by  the  law,  but  its  wise  and  benevolent  provisions  have 
been  rendered  useless  and  inoperative  by  the  parsimony  of  tax 
payers,  who  refuse  to  pay  for  suitable  erections,  and  to  their  cul- 
pable remissness  in  electing  officers  who  are  not  qualified  by  their 
education  or  habits  to  discharge  those  duties  which  the  State  most 
unquestionably  owes  to  its  criminals  and  to  those  suspeeted  of 

crime. 

• 

One  very  demoralizing  class  of  pernicious  books  are  also  de- 
nounced by  the  law,  and  their  sale  prohibited  by  adequate  penal- 
ties, we  mean  those  of  an  obscene  character,  yet  here  we  have 
another  example  of  the  evil  of  an  inefficient  police ;  were  this 
body  to  perform  their  duties  faithfully  and  fearlessly,  the  numer- 
ous, unblushing  vendors  of  these  moral  poisons  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  throng  the  landing  places  of  steamboats  and  the  depots 
of  railroads,  and  sow  the  seeds  of  crime  in  the  ardent  minds  of 
our  travelling  youth  and  young  men. 
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We  have  showB  that  the  first  six  eauses  of  crime,  and  the  lastj 
are  directly  under  the  control  of  the  people  in  their  sovereign 
capacity ;  if  they  firmly  pronounce  their  will  that  these  causes 
shall  cease  for  the  future,  and  that  will  must  be  obeyed,  and  the 
erime  that  flows  from  their  existence  will  as  certainly  cease.  If 
they  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  so,  they  assuredly,  by  all  the  rules  of 
logic  and  common  sense,  make  themselves  partners  in  the  crime 
that  follows  in  their  train. 

The  remaining  five— orphanage,  insanity,  ignorance,  want  of 
trades,  and  poverty — ^are  not  so  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
people  as  the  former,  but  their  influence  may  be  reduced  &r  be- 
low their  present  limits  by  the  energetic  and  enlightened  action 
of  the  people  in  their  sovereign,  social  and  individual  capacities. 

Orphan  asylums  may  be  more  fully  endowed  and  more  care- 
fhlly  managed ;  common  schools  may  be  made  far  more  efficient 
in  dispelling  the  clouds  of  ignorance  than  they  have  ever  been 
before;  insanity  m^iy  be  earlier  detected  and  more  certainly 
cured ;  the  system  of  apprenticeship  may  be  rendered  more  use- 
ftd  and  more  certain,  and  poverty,  we  fully  believe,  may  almost 
entirely  be  banished  by  proper  legislation.  This  is  not  the  pro- 
per place  to  enter  into  details,  but  we  have  elsewhere  expressed 
our  opinion  on  this  point,  and  have  no  doubt  that  the  plans  thus 
recommended  would  prove  effectual. 

Now,  in  view  of  what  has  been  stated,  can  we  lay  our  hands 
upon  our  hearts  and  declare  as  in  the  presence  of  heaven,  that  we, 
as  individuals,  are  guiltless  of  the  murders,  the  robberies,  the 
crimes  of  every  kind  that  daily  occur  around  us  and  in  the  midst 
of  us  1  Have  ^e,  as  voters,  endeavored  to  cast  our  ballots  fer 
those  who  would  do  their  utmost  to  procure  the  passage  of  laws 
for  the  suppression  of  grog  shops  and  theatres,  or  who  would  most 
zealously  execute  those  already  enacted  for  the  annihilation  of 
brothels  and  gambling  houses  ?  As  parents,  have  we  sedulously 
guarded  our  children  from  the  dire  contagion  of  pernicious  books  t 
Have  we  shielded  their  tender  minds  to  the  utmost  of  our  power 
against  the  seductive  creations  of  an  unsanctified  fancy,  which 
Invests  the  l\^deous  skeleton  of  sin  with  the  drapery  of  beauty. 


and  holds  up,  as  the  standard  of  thdr  hlgh^t  aSms^ta  eiMinr^ting 
Inxury,  and  a  God- forgetting  and  a  Ood-defying  sensuality  t  In 
our  social  capacity  have  we  watched  over  the  helpless  ori^ttnii 
liave  we  contributed  of  our  abundance  to  thdse  asylums  w%ieli 
the  hand  of  active  benevolence  has  reared  for  their  ^Iter,  lutrd 
we  sometimes  admitted  to  the  brightness  and  eheerftthiess  of  bar 
own  hearth  these  children  of  sorrow,  for  wbdm  the  Totee  of 
parental  affection  is  forever  hushed,  and  the  iSres  of  whose  heartii 
stones  are  faded  and  cold  1 


Have  we  sought  to  understand  the  secret  springs  ^  tasmMf^ 
and  learned  to  distinguish  Ifhe  subtle  barriers  which  s^wnde 
*tEiental  alienation  from  premeditated  crime,  When  called  1o  n- 
ercise  the  elevated  functions  of  jurors,  and  baye  we  labored  wilh 
a  zeal  commensurate  with  its  importance  to  provide  the  curative 
agencies  of  an  asylum  for  the  first  dawnings  of  lunacy  in  the 
friendless  and  the  poor. 

Hafve  we  fostered,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  the  nuirseiies  of  ednea- 
^on  around  us,  and  striven  to  cheer  the  thankless  toils  of  oar 
^teachers  by  public  commendation  and  social  sympathy  1 

Let  us  pause  for  a  moment,  and  as  in  the  presence  of  ihe  all 
seeing  Eye,  answer  these  interrogatories  to  our  own  hearts. 

If  we  are  compelled  to  answer  them  in  the  negative ;  if  the  in- 
exorable voice  of  conscience  proclaims  us  verily  guilty  concern- 
ing our  brother,  then,  by  every  rule  of  reason  and  'of  logfe,  a 
measure  of  the  guilt  of  those  crimes  which  have  occurred  throagh 
"our  neglect,  our  moral  cowardice  or  our  carelessness,  attaches  to 

us,  even  though  we  are  not  the  actual  agents  in  committing  (hem. 

• 

What,  in  the  judgment  of  the  great  searcher  o^  hearts,  will  be 
the  difference  between  the  guilt  of  him  who  wilfully  thrusts  his 
fellow  man  into  the  ocean,  and  his  who,  having  power  to  rescue 
ihe  drowniog  man  from  the  watery  flood,  refuses  to  exercise  that 
power  for  his  preservation  1 

Although  we  cannot  redeem  our  brother  from  ihepower  of  iia, 
or  give  to  God  a  ransom  for  his  soul ;  although  Paul  may  plant, 
and  Apollos  may  water,  but  God  altme  can  give  ^he  incweaosiin 
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the  flowers  of  love  and  in  the  fruits  of  holiness.  Tet  the  sup- 
pTtfSsion  of  iifime  (es  we  have  defined  it)  rests  on  a  different  loot- 
ing, it  springs  from  causes  which  our  eyes  can  see,  our  hands  can 
handle,  and  our  wills  control,  and  therefore  the.  obligation  rests 
x^pon  us  to  banish  it  from  our  midst. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  titese  views,  I  «ara- 
esily  eommend  them  to  the  severe  consideration  of  all  thinking 
philanthropic  men.  If  they  are  erroneous,  I  trust  they  will  es- 
cape the  error;  if  true,  may  they  be  willing  to  act  vigorously  in 
the  spirit  of  their  convictions. 

I  wi^h  to  add  to  this  letter,  already  too  long,  a  few  words,, in 
relation  to  the  facts  disclosed  in  the  annexed  tables. 

In  table  J,  annexed  to  my  letter  in  the  fourth  report  of  the 
association,  the  columns  shewing  the  density  of  population,  com- 

■ 

pared  with  those  which  shew  their  criminality,  disclose  the  fact, 
that  crime,  in  the  State  of  New- York,  follows  compactness  of 
population,  with  almost  mathematical  certainty,  so  that  a  calcul- 
jition  of  the  ratios  of  crime  in  any  two  groups  of  counties,  will 
equally  answer  for  the  ratios  of  density  of  population.  An  exam- 
ination  of  table  Q,  hereto  annexed,  will  shew  the  same  striking 
result  for  the  counties  of  England  and  Wales.  The  calculated 
ratios 'at  the  foot  of  the  table  will  be  found  to  coincide  very  nearly 
with  the  actual  results,  as  appears  from  the  £x)tings  of  the  column 
of  density. 

Table  R  shews  a  similar  relation  between  crime  and  density  of 
population,  except  in  the  case  of  the  first  and  second  group  of 
counties,  where  the  rule  appears  to  b^  violated;  but,  though 
apparently  the  second,  and  less  guilty  group,  have  a  more  dense 
population  than  the  first  and  more  guilty  one,  yet,  for  the  reason 
stated  under  the  head  of  pauperism,  the  discrepancy  is  not  reaL 
If  New- York  were  transferred  to  the  first  rank,  as  it  ought  to  be^ 
and  Washington  and  Rockland  removed  to  the  proper  places,  the 
connection  between  crime  and  density  of  population,  would  be  as 
clearly  indicated  in  this  as  in  the  other  tables.  Since  this  rule 
seems  to  obtain  in  the  State  of  New- York,  during  two  separate 
t  periods  of  six  years  each,  and  in  England  and  Wales,  during  a 
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period  of  five  years,  its  generality  is  greatly  eonfirmed,  and  wt 
may  safely  use  it  as  an  ascertained  foundation  for  future  enquiries. 

There  is  something  degenerating  ,probably,  in  the  rery  ISiet  of 
olosely  herding  individuals  together;  a  certain  amount  of  separa- 
tion, privacy,  and  seclusion  being  necessary  for  the  healthful 
moral  development  of  manlcind;  but  the  tendency  of  crowding, 
per  se,  to  produce  crime,  is,  probably,  much  less  than  the  oppor- 
tunity it  affords  for  the  action  of  other  causes.    Thus,  theatres 
and  brothels  cannot  exist  in  sparse  populations,  it  is  only  in  cities 
where  they  can  be  supported.    The  profits  of  grog  shops,  and 
therefore  the  inducement  to  establish  them,  are  chiefly  from 
evening  customers;  the  neighbors  drop  in  after  their  daily  labor, 
to  hear  the  news,  to  listen  to  stories  and  songs,  and  to  pick  up  any 
piquant  amusement  that  may  turn  up;  but,  in  thinly  settled  dis- 
tricts,  these  gregarious  habits  cannot  be  indulged  in,  and  hence 
there  is  less  inducement  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  ta- 
verns and  other  places  for  selling  liquors,  the  same  may  be  said 
of  gambling  houses;  and  it  is  obvious,  there  must  be  less  oppor- 
tunities for  circulating  pernicious  boolts;  indeed  it  is  clear,  that 
M  the  causes  of  crime  are  forced  into  a  hot  bed  fertility,  by 
erowded  populations. 

If,  as  before,  the  county  of  New- York  is  made  to  change  places 
with  Washington  and  Rockland,  and  the  column  showing  the 
ratio  of  crime  is  compared  with  that  showing  the  ratio  of  foreign- 
ers, in  table  R,  it  will  be  seen  that  crime  is  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  foreigners  in  each  group  of  counties.  From  table  O, 
in  the  fourth  report,  we  learn  that  in  8,151  convictions,  from 
1840  to  1845,  37  per  cent,  were  foreigners.  Table  6,  hereto  an- 
■exed,  shows  that  of  6',353  convictions,  between  the  years  1849 
and  1851,  38  per  cent,  were  foreigners.  The  proportion  of 
foreigners  in  the  whole  State  to  the  aggregate  population  is  81 
per  cent.  In  view  of  these  facts,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
erime  is  increased  by  the  influx  of  foreigners. 

It  appeared  from  table  J,  in  the  fourth  report,  that  these  groups 
•f  counties  which  contained  the  greatest  number  of  grog  shops  in 
proportion  to  the  population,  had  the  greatest  relative  amount  of 
^rimey  and  that  those  groups  which  were  best  supplied  with 
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dergymen  had  the  least  amoiint  of  crime.  I  regret  that  I  haye 
no  date  bj  which  this  conclusion  can  be  tested  for  the  present 
time.  Probably  the  State  census,  which  will  be  taken  next  year, 
will  furnish  us  with  the  required  facts.  The  English  census  for 
1851  contains  much  valuable  information  in  relation  to  the  spiri- 
tual provisions  for  the  British  population.  I  have  embodied  part 
of  these  results  in  table  Q ;  but  it  does  not  appear  from  the  foot- 
ings that  church  going  has  much  effect  on  crime  in  that  country; 
probably  if  our  information  in  relation  to  the  quality  of  the 
preaching  was  as  accurate  as  that  which  we  have  in  relation  to 
quantity^  the  result  would  be  more  definite. 

The  table  marked  W  shows  the  comparative  tendency  of  each 
trade  and  occupation  to  produce  crime. .  The  prison  reports  fre- 
quently use  different  names  to  describe  the  same  occupation. 
Thus,  sailors  are  described  as  sailors,  seamen,  mariners,  &c.,  all 
of  which  are  consolidated  under  the  head  of  sailors  in  the  table ; 
bar  tenders,  tavern  keepers,  inn  keepers,  hotel  keepers,  recess 
keepers,  porter-house  keepers,  &c.,  are  all  grouped  In  the  table 
as  liquor  sellers ;  stone  masons,  masons,  bricklayers,  plasterers, 
&c.,  are  all  placed  in  the  table  under  the  head  of  masons. 
Wherever  the  occupation  of  the  prisoners  are  described  under 
different  names,  substantially  the  same,  I  have  classed  them  un- 
der a  single  head. 

The  classification  of  the  different  trades  in  relation  to  crime  Is 
based  on  the  table  in  the  United  States  census  of  1850,  marked 
X3  showing  the  professions,  trades,  and  occupations  of  the  male 
population.  This  is  undoubtedly  very  erroneous.  A  single  ex- 
ample will  suffice  to  demonstrate  this :  The  number  of  teachers 
in  the  State  of  New-York,  as  indicated  in  this  table,  is  2,861 ; 
whereas,  in  the  table  marked  VII,  for  the  same  state,  the  number 
of  teachers  is  set  down  as  17,095.  Notwithstanding  these  errors, 
the  following  abstract  from  table  W  will  be  found  interesting  and 
important.  It  shows  at  a  glance  the  rank  of  each  trade  in  crime, 
ascertained  by  the  average  number  of  each  trade  convicted  in 
courts  of  record  and  courts  of  special  sessions  in  the  State  of  New- 


TtoAy  cimfpsnA  M^tli  tiM  vhoI«  -nomber  lif  mik  trade  tnllH 
State,  eooorcllDg  to  the  United  States  oeaBiu  -of  1860 : 

Bank.  BMfe. 

1.  Barbers, 1  In    61 

2.  Sailors, 1  In    61 

5.  Butchers, 1  in    81 

4.  Boatmen, 1  in    95 

6.  Pedlera, 1  in    B9 

6.  Bakers, 1  In  101 

7.  Laborers, 1  in  109 

8.  Musicians, 1  in  118 

9.  Liqnor  sellers, 1  in  139 

10.  Printers, 1  in  160 

11.  Weavers, .........^ 1  in  167 

12.  Stone  cutters, , i  in  174 

13.  Drivers, 1  in  188 

14.  Painters, 1  in  194 

16.  Hatters, 1  in  198 

16.  Masons, 1  in  199 

17.  Actors, 1  in  228 

18.  Shoemakers, 1  jn  227 

19.  Tailors, ....  1  in  231 

20.  Soldiers, 1  in  272 

21.  Coopers, 1  in  282 

22.  Blacksmiths,..,.' 1  in  296 

23.  Carpenters, 1  in  357 

24.  Machinists, 1  in  331 

25.  Teachers, I  in  580 

26.  Clerks, : I  in  621 

27.  Saddlers, 1  in  766 

28.  Merchants, 1  In  799 

29.  Lawyers,.. I  in  352 

80.  Doctors, 1  [q  949 

JH.  Ministen, ., 1  in  5296 

The  trades  of  Pennsylvania  I  have  only  been  able  to  obtain  for 
the  Eastern  Penitentl^y.  Those  of  the  Western  Penitentiary  1 
oould  not  procure,  and  am  therefore  unable  to  give  the  ratk> 
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which  each  trade  bears  to  the  total  number  following  such  trade 
in  the  State.  I  have,  however,  preferred  to  give  such  statistics  as 
I  possessed,  even  though  they  v,ere  imperfect,  in  the  hope  that 
some  one  who  has  access  to  the  necessary  details  might  be  in- 
duced to  supply  them. 

The  tendency  of  each  trade  to  produce  crime  is  an  inquiry  of 
great  importance,  as  it  will  cast  much  light,  when  thoroughly  un- 
derstood, on  the  nature  of  crime  itself;  and  we  sincerely  hope 
that  the  wardens  of  prisons,  in  their  annual  reports,  will  hence- 
forth be  more  careful  in  giving  the  details  of  the  former  ocupa- 
Uons  ot  prisoners  than  they  have  hitherto  .been. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain  thy  assured  friend, 

JOHN  STANTON  GOULD. 


(B.) 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 

New-Tork. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  New-Tork 
Prison  Association  respectfully  represents : 

That  since  the  Incorporation  of  the  Association  in  1846,  its 
officers  and  members  have  been  engaged  in  the  peculiar  and  im- 
portant duties  imposed  bj  their  charter,  to  the  utmost  extent  per- 
mitted by  their  means.  It  is  the  only  voluntary  Association  in 
the  State,  which  has  cognizance  of  matters  pertaining  to  Prisons, 
Prisoners,  and  Prison  discipline. 

The  subjects  which  it  is  especially  appointed  to  consider  and 
take  action  upon,  while  they  are  confessedly  of  the  deepest  inter- 
est in  a  civil  and  Christian  aspect,  are  yet,  to  too  great  an  extent, 
neglected  by  the  philanthropist  and  ignored  by  the  religionist. 
Other  objects  of  benevolence,  appealing  more  cogently  to  the  heart, 
or  presenting  apparently  stronger  attractions,  find  abundant  and 
ready^ sympathy  with  the  Christian  public;  the  hungry  are  fed, 
the  naked  are  clothed,  the  widow  and  orphan  are  freely  succored, 
forsaken  children  are  rescued  from  impending  degradation,  and 
the  poor  have  the  Gospel  preached  unto  them ;  but  the  prisoner, 
who  equally  with  these,  is  required  to  be  <<  visited  '^  and  cared  for, 
in  order  to  establish  a  claim  to  the  Savior's  love,  is  not  so  much 
as  looked  upon,  in  general,  with  complacency,  and  is  shunned  as 
unworthy  of  even  Christian  charity.  Prisons  and  prisoners  pre- 
sent to  the  common  mind  so  repulsive  an  aspect  as  to  have  the 
door  of  human  consideration,  to  a  great  extent,  closed  against 
them ;  and  yet  Howard  and  Fry  found  in  them  rich  fields  of  hope- 
ful labor  and  improvement,  and  Christ  himself  directly  made  such 
labors  an  essential  duty. 
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The  immediate  objects  of  the  Prison  Assodatiom  aie  three- 
fold: 

*■ 

1 .  Improvement  of  Prison  discipline. 

2.  Protection  and  aid  of  discharged  conviots. 

3.  Advice  and  assistance  to  prisoners  under  detention. 

Each  of  these,  in  the  experleiMe  of  the  Associatiou,  is  of  suffi- 
cient magnitude  for  the  exclusive  attention  of  a  voluntary  Society. 

The  first  one  enumerated  has  been  for  centuries  a  subject  of  dis- 
cussion and  experiment  with  individuals  and  governments,  and 
though  great  advances  have  resulted  firom.  th& attfiatix>u  given  to 
it  by  enlightened,  men,  there  is  still  extensive  rpom  fitf.  the  intro- 
duction of  philosophic,  economic,  and  reformatory  measures.  But 
from  the  peculiar  nature  and  magnitude  of  the  subject,  and  th 
pecially  from  the  character  of  its  objects,  a  more  diflcult  theme 
for  thought  and  study  is  perhaps  not  to  be  found.  It  cannot  be 
claimed  that  we  have  yet  attained  to  any  thing  like  perfection  in 
the  regulation^  internal  economy,  and  penal  discipline  of  prisonjii 
we  are  far  from  it;  and  the  obligations  to  their  consideration  press 
as  strongly  upon  Governors,  Legislators,  and  private  eitizens,  at 
the  present  time,  as  at  any  previous  period. 

To  this  branch  of  duty  the  New- York  Prison,  AssociatioUi.  in 
one  of  its  departments  especially  appointed  to  the  purpose,^  as 
well  as  in  general  consultation,  has  given,  as  its  annual  reports 
will  show,  a  considerable  share  of  attention,  and,  as  is  believedj 
with  no  little  benefit.  The  inspections  of  State  and  county  prV 
sons  which  have  been  made  by  its  committees,  aa  required  by 
law ;  the  exposure  of  long-concealed  abuses ;  and  the  recommen- 
dations  of  improvement,  which  have  from  time  to  time  be^ 
urged  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  are  confidently  believed  to 
have  resulted  beneficially  in  many  instances. 

The  propriety  and  necessity  of  this  authority  to  enter  and  ex- 
andne  the  various  prisons  of  this  ^  State — separated  as  it  is  from 
mercenary  and  selfish  considerations — ^have  been  amply  proved, 
and  the  wisdom  of  that  clause  in  our  charter  fully  justified,  by 
the  evils  which  have  been  brought  to  light,  and  to  the  knowled^giB 
of  public  authorities,  and  of  citizens  who,  though  living  in  Aa 
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immediate  vioinity  of  prisons,  were,  until  such  exposure,  eDtirely 
ignorant  of  their  depraved  and  mournful  condition.  This  is  inr 
deed  a  most  imperative  and  important  duty,  a^id  could  not  be^ 
abandoned  without  serious  detriment  to  the  interests  of  hiuoanity , 
and  the  probable  advancement  of  crime  and  error  ef  every  sort 
eonnected  with  the  administration  of  prison  government.  But  in 
this  braoeh  of  service,  the  Association,  from  inadequate  means, 
has  been  unable  to  accomplish  more  than  a  small  fraction  of  the 
woA  requiriHi  of  it,  and  it  is  its  earnest  desire  to  extend  this  pact 
of  its  labors  over  every  section  of  the  State. 

The  second  object  above  enumerated,  viz:  to  ctjff'ord  protection 
and  aid  to  discharged  convicts^  is  one  of  the  more  direct  and  prac- 
tical duties  to  which  the  energies  of  the  Association  are  devoted. 
Of  the  importance  and  value  of  these  services,  abundant  evidence 
has  been  afforded  us,  especially  during  the  past  year. 

^  Those  only  who  are  personally  acquainted  with  the  individuals, 
who  after  serving  out  their  allotted  periods  of  incarceration,  issue 
from  the  prison  portal  total  bankrupts  in  moral  character,  S(  cial 
position,  and  pecuniary  means,  can  form  any  true  estimate  of  the 
desolation  of  heart,  the  utter  forlornness  of  spirit,  not  to  say  im- 
becility of  purpose,  which  cover  them  as  with  aa  impenetrable 
darlcness.;  those  few  only  who  thus  see  them,  can  appreciate  fully 
th#  necessity  of  a  helping  hand  to  aid  them  in  any  good  resolu- 
tions they  may  have  formed,  in  their  silent  determinations  and 
supplications  for  help  to  keep  their  backs  forever  turned  upon 
crime,  and  the  involuntary  servitude  they  have  just  left. 

To  aid  all  such  by  encouraging  words,  by  procuring  employ- 
ment &>T  them,,  by  a  watchful  care  over  their  associations,  and  by 
all  other  means  which  an  interest  in.  their  welfare  may  dictate,  ig 
the  duty  and  aim  of  the  Prison  Association. 

From  the  experience  derived  ftom  the  discharge  of  these  duties, 
the  members  of  the  Association  are  led  to  believe  that  a  grand 

■ 

mistake  has  extensively  prevailed  in  the  deportment  of  society 
towards  the  discharged  convict.  Badly  conducted  as  most  of  our 
State  and  county  prisons  now  are,  so  far  as  the  reformation  of 
their  inmates  is  concerned,  it  is  apprehended  that  few  really 
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guilty  persons  approach  the  termination  of  tlidr  itDpriaonmeiit 
without  assenting  to  the  justice  of  their  punishment,  and  the  fiv* 
mation  of  more  or  less  determined  resolutions  to  lead  honest  lives 
in  future.  If  such  are  encouraged  in  their  good  resolutions^  and 
ean  be  made  to  feel  that  they  are  not  necessarily  ovtcastSi  bat 
will  be  received  as  penitents,  and  if  employment  is  found  Ibr 
them,  whereby  they  may  be  enabled  to  keep  aloof  flrom  former 
evil  associates,  then  we  fearlessly  assert  that  a  great  mi^rity  cl 
such  may  be  entirely  preserved  from  further  lapses.  Blit  how 
different  this  from  the  treatment  which  society  in  general  indis- 
criminately metes  out  to  the  late  offender.  Though  he  has  paid 
the  penalty  of  his  crime,  and  is  by  every  just  consideration  en- 
titled to  a  new  trial,  and  to  be  received  as  a  prodigal  son,  yet  in 
the  view  of  society,  however  great  may  be  his  desire  for  a  better 
life,  the  brand  of  criminal  is  still  upon  his  brow,  and  the  world's 
proud  scorn  withers  every  budding  promise. 

To  every  discharged  convict  who  may  need  assistance,  and  by 
whom  the  least  desire  for  reformation  may  be  evinced,  the  Prison 
Association  would  stand  in  loco  parentis^  and  would  strei^ihen 
every  aspiration  of  good  by  all  the  means  at  its  disposal. 

So  far  as  its  experience  goes,  it  has  been  greatly  encouraged  in 
these  views,  and  its  labors  have  been  crowned  with  eminent  sue- 
cess.  To  be  enabled  to  continue  them,  and  to  add  to  our  influ- 
ence in  this  particular,  is  its  earnest  solicitude. 

The  third  duty  of  the  Prison  Association  consists  in  extending 
to  those  who  are  detained  for  trial,  and  who  are  unable  to  pro- 
cure other  counsel,  advice,  encouragement,  and  even  protection 
against  wrong.  For  this  purpose  its  agent  frequently  and  re- 
gularly  vis^its  the  various  houses  of  detention  in  this  city  and 
Brooklyn ;  puts  himself  in  communication  with  their  inmates ; 
informs  himself  of  their  history,  temptations  and  disposition,  and 
where  aid,  advice,  or  interference  can  be  judiciously  rendered, 
it  is  freely  bestowed;  and  as  the  records  of  our  office  and  our 
published  reports  shew,  many  wounded  spirits  have  been  healed, 
numerous  quarrels  which  would  otherwise  have  occupied  the 
time  of  courts  and  juries,  have,  by  kind  words  fitly  spoken,  been 
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Veoonciled ;  hundreds  of  tiray ward  youth  hare  b^n  f efttofieid  to 
home  and  rectitude ;  many  a  wrong  committed  under  presdiiig 
temptation  has  been  rectified  and  the  offender  forgiven;  ilA 
iiumerous  persons,  whose  characters  would  hare  been  rutned  by 
k  hasty  conviction  and  imprisonment  without  defence,  have  been 
Bared  the  degradation  by  a  timely  and  disinterested  relation  of 
the  facts  and  palliating  circumstances  to  the  court.  In  all  suc& 
proceedings  the  Association,  through  its  agent,  is  indefatigable  in 
its  endeavors  to  reconcile  differences,  and,  actuated  only  by 
christian  motives,  and  assuming  no  responsibility  and  receiving 
no  compensation  in  any  case,  acts  only  in  the  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion and  justice,  Iceeping  in  view  the  best  interests  both  of  society 
and  the  accused. 

The  following  table  exhibits,  as  nearly  as  mere  figures  can,  the 
extent  of  the  services  of  the  Association,  through  the  agent,  of  ita 
discharged  convict  and  detention  committees,  during  the  year 
1864 : 

Situations  obtained  for  discharged  convicts  from  Sing  Sing,  52 
Situations  obtained  for  discharged  convicts  from  Blackwell's 

Island, 131 

Persons  discharged  through  our  recommendation, 309 

Tmons  aided  with  money, « •  • . .  2^0 

Persons  furnished  with  clothing,  etc., I3l 

Complaints  examined,  and  advice  and  assistance  aflorded,  1,314 

Complaints  abandoned  by  our  advice, 170 

Tbtal  of  discharged  and  detained  prisoners  aided  in  vari- 
ous ways, 2,367 

This  is,  however,  a  mere  numerical  statement;  to  exhibit  the 
amount  of  good  work  ei^iecuted,  and  the  happy  influences  which 
have  been  exerted  upon  thousands  of  hearts  by  an  interposition  of 
a  character  unknown  to  the  ordinary  practice  of  courts  and  coun* 
ael,  would  require  a  volume.  The  bare  facts  contalxied  in  the 
annals  of  the  Neilir-York  Prison  Association,  would  excite  an  inte- 
rest in  the  Christian  reader,  un^ultMidsed  by  orcDnaiy  worlkik  of 
ffomance. 
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An  extended  proseeution  of  the  wise  and  beneficent  intentions 
of  the  originators  of  the  Institution,  under  the  obligations  im- 
posed alike  by  its  charter  and  duty  to  the  prisoner  and  to  societyi 
is  the  desire  of  its  present  officers  and  members.  The  work 
already  accomplished  has  been  effected  under  a  most  rigid  eco- 
nomy of  slender  means.  To  strengthen  and  encourage  the  hands 
of  our  agent,  and  to  enable  us  to  prosecute  more  extensively  the 
work  of  examining  State  and  county  prisons,  a  better  supplied  trea' 
sury  is  greatly  needed,  and  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  and  the  community  more  fully 
to  the  objects  of  the  association,  this  appeal  is  respectfully  made. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  every  dollar  expended  in  keep- 
ing men  from  further  commission  of  crime,  and  in  disposing  d 
accused  persons  otherwise  than  by  committiog  them  to  prison,  by 
such  influences  as  are  exerted  upon  them  by  the  prison  associa- 
tion, is  returned  to  society  and  to  the  State  manifold. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  persons  enumerated  in  the  aI>oye  table, 
one  only  is  known  to  have  been  recommitted  to  the  State  prison, 
and  but  twenty-seven  to  have  been  arrested  for  intemperance  or 
disorderly  conduct,  while  it  is  probable  that  but  for  our  help  a 
much  larger  proportion  would  have  returned  to  evil  courses  and 
been  re-imprisoned,  the  expenses  of  whose  trials  and  maintenance 
in  prison  would  have  been  greater  than  the  whole  expenditure  of 
the  association  for  the  year.  Thus,  in  a  merely  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  the  money  expended  by  the  Prison  Association  is  an  im- 
mediate <<good  investment,"  while  by  their  effects  upon  the 
morals  of  individuals,  and  as  a  promoter  of  order  in  society,  as  well 
as  in  their  practical  inculcation  of  Christian  principles,  the  work- 
ings of  the  association  have  a  bearing  which  cannot  be  estimated. 

'  In  consideration  of  these  facts  and  reasons,  the  executive  com- 
mittee respectfully  and  earnestly  solicit  the  pecuniary  aid  and 
co-operation  of  your  honorable  body. 

By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  executive  committee, 

R.  N.  HAVENS,  Chairmam. 
Frank  W.  Ballard,  Secretary. 
Jfew-Yark,  February  10, 1854.  ^ 
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Extracts  fr(nn  the  Diary  of  the  Agent  of  the  Committee  on  Deten- 
tions. 

We  have  been  at  a  loss  in  our  selections  from  the  diaries  of  the 
committees  on  detentions  and  discharged  convicts.  On  the  one 
hand,  a  desire  to  exhibit  the  practical  daily  workings  of  the  asso- 
ciation, whilst  on  the  other,  we  have  no  disposition  merel j  to 
increase  the  bulk  of  our  report.  Deeming  the  former  object,  how- 
ever, proper  in  itself,  we  venture  on  the  presentation  of  more 
<<  cases "  than  may,  perhaps,  prove  of  interest  to  some  of  our 
readers.  Tet  we  venture  the  belief  that  those  who  undertake 
their  perusal,  will  find  their  sympathies  invigorated  in  behalf  of 
the  fallen  or  unfortunate  who  claim  and  receive  our  care. 

No.  1.  Charged  with  assault  and  battery.  Was  fined  |25.  He 
bad  been  confined  in  the  Tombs  for  8  weeks.  Enquiries  were 
jnade  into  his  character.  He  had  never  been  in  prison  before. 
His  sister  was  nearly  blind,  and  partially  dependent  on  him  for 
support.  These  facts  being  submitted  to  the  court  by  the  agent, 
he  was  discharged. 

No.  3.  Was  confined  in  city  prison  on  suspicion  of  stealing  a 
small  quantity  of  old  lead,  a  part  of  the  ship's  stores  in  which  he 
sailed.  He  had  been  with  the  captain  of  same  ship  5  years,  who 
was  seen  by  the  agent.  He  said,  ^'  I  have  no  doubt  the  lead  was 
sold  to  one  of  the  men  who  came  on  board  to  buy  up  one  little 
notion  and  another,  but  ^as  Jack  was  always  true  and  right  beforei 
and  is  a  good  son  to  his  poor  old  mother,  I  will  not  press  the 
charge;  I  will  not  appear  against  him.  When  asked  by  the  agent 
if  he  would  not  engage  him  again  as  cook  on  his  return  voyage. 
He  replied,  with  the  characteristic  generosity  of  a  saUor,  ^  To  be 
rare  I  wUl."    The  next  court  day  the  prisoner  was  diseharged. 
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No.  5.  Charged  with  petit  larceny.  He  had  stolen  a  piece  of 
iron  valued  at  70  cents.  His  home  wa»  visited,  his  wife  and  four 
children  were  found  starving.  These  things  were  shown  to  be 
so,  and  as  the  man  had  for  the  first  time  done  wrong,  and  now 
promised  to  go  right,  he  was  discharged. 

No.  6.  On  complaint  of  his  wife,  who  appeared  in  court  witli 
two  terribly  blacic  eyes.  She  reluctantly  stated  he  had  beat  her; 
but  she  begged  his  discharge,  as  he  was,  when  sober,  a  good  bil- 
band  and  father.  She  had  not  seen  him  until  now  under  tlie 
influence  of  strong  drink  during  the  last  3  years.  He  was  le- 
manded.  On  the  following  court  day  we  stated  that  his  employ- 
ers had  been  seen,  and  they  testified  that  during  the  last  nine 
jrears  he  was  industrious,  honest,  and  uniformly  sober.  The 
«^ourt  discharged  him.  Both  the  man  and  wife  haVe  called 
4at  our  office  several  times  since,  gratefully  acknowledging  our 
interposition  in  their  behalf.  The  husband  looks  now  after  ^^  the 
niaterial  aid ''  for  the  support  of  his  family,  and  the  wife  is  eoo- 
nomical,  clea(n,  and  strives  to  make  home  happy. 

No.  11.  A  poor  colored  boy,  about  14  years  old,  was  brouglit 
before  the  court  of  special  sessions ;  the  complaint  was  a  small 
affidr ;  the  Recorder  desired  him  to  sit  down ;  presently  the  agettt 
was  called  up,  when  his  honor  said,  <^  this  boy  is  not  depraved, 
he  has  never  been  here  before,  try  and  procure  him  a  place  a#ay 
from  temptation;  he  will,  I  think,  do  well,  and  live  to  be  a  use- 
ful  member  of  society."  He  was  remanded  for  three  days,  whei 
we  found  a  place  for  him ;  when  last  heard  from  was  a  good  boy, 

znd  resolved  to  go  right. 

• 

No.  12.  Was  arraigned  at  special  sessions  on  complaint  of  a 

police  officer,  she  was  seen  to  pick  a  soiall  quantity  of  wool  tnm 

a  bale  on  the  dock ;  it  was  her  first  o£fence ;  sh^  was  a  widow 

'  with  two  children ;  this  was  stated  by  us  and  sh^  was  disehaiged. 

No.  21.  Remanded  from  last  cotlrt  day,Vas  again  brought  up 
on  charge  of  petit  larceny ;  inquiries  had  teeh  made  by  the  agent 
of  his  late  employer,  who  not  only  spoke  well  ojf  hiih  but  wfio 
engaged  to  keep  him  regularly  at  work  wlien  dlscliaErged.  ntt 
fx>y  Was  not  luibwh  to  (he  oMcers ;  it  was  evidently  h&  *mk 


/ 

No.  149.  J  133 

ojQE^ce.  The  Recorder  nrged  the  mother  to  go  right  herself,  and 
to  see  that  her  son  went  to  school  and  respected  the  Sabbath. 
He  wa:  admonished  and  discharged. 

• 

No.  22.  A  poor  distressed  creature  was  arraigned  for  stealing 
a  plate  valued  at  two  shillings.  The  agent  ascertained  that  this 
man  arrived  in  this  country  from  Germany  on  New  Years  day 
last;  he  had  but  little  work  since.  To  procure  bread  he  was 
tempted  to  take  this  plate,  which  he  confessed  he  sold  for  ten 
cents,  with  which  he  bought  two  loaves.  Since  his  arrest  his  wife 
had  become  a  mother ;  their  distress  was  most  abject .  These 
faets  were  stated  to  the  Recorder,  who  immediately  discharged 
him. 

Ifo.  23.  Was  arrested  on  charge  of  petit  larceny;  he  protested 
his  innocence,  said  that  he  was  a  persecuted  man ;  he  stated  his 
wife  died  two  weeks  since,  and  that  he  now  had  five  fatherless 
children  to  support.  Diligent  inquiries  were  made  into  this  man's 
history,  the  result  showed  his  statements  were  a  tissue  of  false- 
hQpd3,  that  he  had  not  buried  his  wife,  that  he  had  no  children 
to  support,  and  would  not  by  honest  industry  support  himself. 
He  was  an  old  and  habitual  transgressor.  When  arraigned  the 
larceny  was  proven,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  six  months  on  Black- 
well's  Island. 

No.  25.  Committed  to  the  tombs  on  charge  of  willfully  and 
maliciously  destroying  a  lian^  This  unfortmiate  fellow  says  for 
soj^me  months  he  had  abstained  from  strong  drink ;  last  Sunday  he 
came  to  the  city,  and  wa*?.  prevailed  upon  to  accompany  a  friend 
to  a  funeral ;  here  he  was  tempted  to  take  a  drink ;  he  believes 
he  took  three  or  four  glasses,  these  ran  away  with  his  brains. 
<<  He  saw  a  lion  in  his  way,  he  thought  the  beast  moved,  was  alive 
and  dangerous,  it  was  right  to  kill  it,  and  he  tried  to  do  this  same 
thing."  He  made  several  kicks  at  him,  at  last  it  gave  way  and 
his  ribs  fell  in.  He  was  araigned  on  this  complaint  and  pleaded 
guilty*  The  court  remanded  him.  The  agent  saw  the  com- 
plainant, who  had  no  desire  to  punish  the  man,  but  his  mutilated 
Hon  must  be  repaired,  the  cost  would  be  |30.  The  wife  was  sent 
to  the  man  who  had  the  restoration  of  the  lion  in  hand ;  he  kind- 
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Ij  sympathised  with  the  husband  and  wife.    The  aflEair  was 
aadcably  adjusted  and  the  defendant  discharged. 

No.  26.  The  wife  of  a  man  sentenced  to  Sing  Sing  called  at  the 
office  to  say  she  had  adopted  the  advice  of  the  agent,  her  three 
children  were  placed  out  amongst  her  friends,  we  then  proented 
her  a  comfortable  situation,  where  we  hope  she  is  doing  well. 

No.  27.  Was  arraigned  in  court  of  special  session  on  complaint 
of  his  wife ;  she  had  a  terrible  black  eye,  and  other  eyidenees  of 
his  brutal  conduct.  When  requested  to  place  her  hand  on  the 
Bible  she  involuntary  shrunk  back  and  wept  bitterly.  The  agent 
having  conversed  with  her  on  Tuesday,  and  with  him  on  Thurs- 
day, begged  Judge^Beebe  to  sympathise  with  the  still  affectionate 
Wife  and  her  family  of  four  small  children.  They  had  befti  mar- 
ried nine  years,  the  first  five  had  been  prosperous  and  happy,  the 
latter  ^<  right  opposite.''  He  now  resolved  to  do  better ;  he  was 
her  husband  and  the  father  of  her  children,  she  would  beg  the 
court  to  give  him  another  chance  to  reform;  she  still  entertained 
hope  concerning  him.  The  Juc'g  ^  severely  admonished,  then  dis- 
charged him.  They  have  since  called  at  our  office,  grateful  and 
happy,  cheerfully  testifying  *'  there  is  no  place  like  home." 

No.  33.  Was  brought  before  the  court  of  special  session;  when 
spoken  with  in  the  city  prison  she  wept  convulsively ;  she  was 
inexperienced  in  crime.  An  interview  was  had  with  the  com- 
plainant;  who  stated  that  she  had  been  engaged  by  his  wife  as 
help ;  under  the  advice  of  a  former  servant  this  girl  had  been  led 
to  first  use,  then  take  away  dresses  and  various  articles.  A  situ- 
ation offered  where  larger  wages  were  given,  she  left,  and  soon 
after  we  discovered  her  delinquencies.  We  had  her  arrested, 
and  now  I  have  no  desire  to  press  the  case,  especially  as  it  must 
have  been  her  first  departure  from  right  paths.  When  araigned 
(under  the  advice  of  the  agent)  she  pleaded  guilty.  The  clemency 
of  the  court  was  solicited  in  her  behalf.  The  Recorder  feelingly 
expostulated  with  her  and  she  was  discharged.  The  kind  hearted 
complainant  gave  her  good  wholesome  advice  and  some  pecu- 
niary aid. 
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No.  34.  Was  confined  in  the  tombs  on  complaint  of  a  police 
officer  for  disorderly  oondact.  Says  he  was  in  the  park  to  wit- 
ness a  military  parade,  to  avoid  the  crowd  stepped  over  the  cliain 
and  walked  on  the  grass ;  a  police  officer  peremptorily  ordered 
him  off,  he  instantly  obeyed ;  immediately  he  was  on  the  walk 
another  policeman,  equally  authoritative,  ordered  him  back  again, 
he  refused  to  comply,  hence  he  was  locked  up.  His  wife  was 
sick,  and  he  in  danger  of  losing  his  work.  We  obtained  his  dis- 
charge. 

No.  ^5.  At  Jefferson  Market  police  court  to  day,  the  wife  of  a 
poor  drunkard  now  on  Blackwell's  Island,  made  complaint  that 
one  of  the  lawyers  doing  business  there,  had  promised  to  get  his 
discharge  if  a  1 5  fee  were  paid  him,  she  paid  him  the  sum;  after 
some  delay  he  told  her  it  could  not  be  accomplished  for  less  than 
$  10,  she  had  but  $3  and  this  she  handed  him.  Her  husband  is 
still  there,  her  child  is  sick,  and  want  threatens  her,  she  consnlt* 
ed  the  justice;  the  lawyer  was  severely  admonished,  his  conduct 
denounced  and  characterized  as  obtaining  money  under  false  pre- 
tences,  as  illegal  and  dishonest,  and  as  far  as  Jefferson  Market  po- 
lice court  was  concerned,  the  imposition  should  be  stopped,  if  he 
had  a  repetition  of  this  villany  he  would  send  it  before  the  Grand 
Jury.  He  requested  the  immediate  return  of  tlie  $8.  The  law- 
yer acquiesced. 

No.  36.  Was  committed  to  the  city  prison  on  charge  of  stealing 
a  1 5  bUl  from  an  unfortunate  girl  living  at  No.  —  West  Broadway. 

He  solemnly  protested  his  innocence  and  begged  the  agent  to 
see  the  girl  at  this  brothel,  to  this  application  a  decided  negative 
was  given.  If  men  will  frequent  such  places,  they  must  pay  the 
penalty.  We  would  not  interfere;  he  deserved  more  than  he 
suffered. 

No.  38.  Was  sentenced  by  the  U.  S.  Court  to  be  fined  $1  and 
confined  10  days  in  the  city  prison  for  petit  larceny,  stealing  a 
bottle  of  Champagne  from  the  ship's  stores  when  at  sea. 

•  His  term  of  imprisonment  was  expired,  he  was  now  detained 
for  the  $1  fine  which  he  could  not  pay.    The  agent  waited  on  the 


136  [ASSIMBLV 

i][)i^yhAl  bagging  hln  to  remit  the  fine,  he  said  none  but  the  Presi- 
deAt  pould  do  this,  we  offered  to  pay  the  dollar  rather  than  this 
popr  fellow  should  be  kept  in  prison^  ( though  reluctantly,  )  as 
Uncle  Sam  was  very  rich  and  we  are  very  poor.  The  marshal 
with  his  characteristic  urbanity  expressed  his  willingness  to  pay 
the  fine  himself  and  discharge  him. 

No.  39.  Was  committed  on  complaint  of  a  Police  Officer  for 
interfering  in  the  execution  of  his  duty ;  ascertained  that  the  yoong 
man  is  steady,  sober  and  uniformly  correct,  having  t)een  in  prison 
a  week  we  procured  his  discharge. 

No.  40«  Charged  in  court  of  special  sessions  with  stealing  froiq 
his  employer  a  box  of  olive  oil.  He  seemed  humbled  on  account 
of  his  dishonesty;  confessed  that  he  had  sinned  against  a  good  em- 
ployer, one  of  the  best  in  the  city;  he  had  become  reckless  under 
the  influence  of  strong  drink  during  the  last  few  weelcs.  The 
prosecutor  was  seen;  it  being  his  first  offence  and  believing  it  wUl 
prove  to  be  the  last,  the  clemency  of  the  court  was  solicited  and 
the  unfortunate  young  man  was  discharged. 

No.  41.  Was  arraigned  at  special  sessions  for  stealing  some 
tools  from  his  employer,  valued  at  $1.50.  The  defendant  was 
laboring  under  a  dreadfully  distressing  nervous  debility,  the 
effects  of  a  fall.  We  ascertained  that  he  had  lived  In  this  dty 
the  last  45  years,  that  he  had  never  hefoT^  been  locked  up.  He 
had  been  the  subject  of  many  trials.  His  wife  was  taken  from, 
him  by  death,  and  he  has  now  four  children  to  support  He  had 
oj(ten  borrowed  these  tools  from  his  boss.  This  was  not  denied. 
Submitted  these  facts  to  the  court,  and  the  man  was  discharged. 

No.  49.  Had  been  committed  to  the  city  prison  for  trial,  oi 
charges  of  assault  and  battery,  and  locked  up  for  10  days.  When 
arraigned  at  court  of  special  sessions,  the  testimony  appeared  con* 
elusive  against  him.  He  was  fined  |5  and  remanded.  The  agent 
daring  this  examination  was  engaged.  On  his  return  to  the 
court,  he  met  the  wife  of  the  prisoner  weeping  convulsively. 
Judge  Beebe  was  seen  in  his  behalf.  His  offence  was  of  a  very 
diminutive  character.  He  had  slapped  the  face  of  a  saucy  boy 
Who  had  attempted  to  steal  his  dog.    We  visited  his  home,  it  was  * 
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deooli^te.  His  wife  and  three  small  children  were  in  great  want 
H^  had  been  in  this  country  but  a  few  months,  and  could  not 
make  himself  understood.  His  landiady  testified  that  he  was 
sober,  quiet,  and  honest.  We  prayed  the  judge  to  remit  his  fine; 
this  was  done,  and  he  was  discharged.  The  gratitude  of  this  man 
and  his  wife  was  very  great.  When  outside  the  prison  he  clapped 
his  hands,  loolced  up  to  heaven,  wept,  jumped,  and  danced  with 
joy. 

No.  50.  Had  been  confined  in  the  Tombs  for  four  weeks,  o^ 
complaint  of  his  boss,  of  being  disorderly.  In  looldng  into  this 
c^^  we  discovered  the  cause  to  be  more  imaginary  than  real. 
Tb9  boss  had  suffered  himself  to  be  prejudiced  against  this  orphan 
lad,  and  had  resolved  that  he  should  go  to  sea  or  he  would  have 
him  confined  in  prison  until  he  was  of  age.  This  was  shown  to 
t|ie  committing  judge,  who,  at  our  request,  discharged  the  ap- 
prentice. At  a  later  hour  saw  the  boss,  gave  both  him  and  the 
lad  some  good  advice ;  they  are  now  at  work  comfortably  toge- 
ther. 

No.  51.  Whilst  in  the  police  court,  procuring  the  discharge  of 
the  above,  a  police  officer  entered,  having  in  his  custody  a  poor 
fellow  laboring  unaer  delirium  from  rum.  He  vociferated  to  the 
jfistice,  <<  He  will  shoot  you !  He  will  shoot  you !"  Presently  in 
a  paroxysm  of  terrible  apprehension,  he  crouched  down  and  cried 
out,  <<  Take  him  away,  Oh,  take  him  away !''  The  officer  obtained 
the  commitment,  and  then  conducted  him  into  the  Tombs.  With- 
in the  next  hour,  six  men  could  scarcely  hold  him.  Immediately 
after  this  fit  of  delirium  tremens  an  utter  prostration  followed. 
Dr.  Covel  was  in  constant  attendance.  Two  hours  later  we  en- 
centred  after  the  wretched  man ;  the  reply  was,  "  He  is  dead?^ 

No.  ^.  Visited  two  of  our  police  courts;  saw  a  crowd;  some, 
ip^xious  to  get  warrants  for  assai^t  and  battery,  and  other  imagin- 
ary wrongs ;  conversed  with  several  of  these.  Wives  came  to 
prefer  charges  against  their  husbands ;  under  advice  they  left  the 
court,  resolved  to  give  less  provocation,  to  be  less  abusive,  more 
kind,  clean  and  quiet,  to  make  home  more  attractive,  and  espe- 
cially to  abstain  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  and  affec* 
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ttonately  inflaence  their  hnsbandfl  also  tx>  abetein.  We  tuged 
them  to  do  this,  and  no  summons,  warrant,  police  or  judge  wonld 
be  required.  Five  women  left  the  courts  smiling;  each  promJaed 
to  try  the  experiment. 

No.  54.  At  Jefferson  Marlcet  police  court  submitted  the  ease  of 
a  man  confined  in  city  prison  25  days  on  complaint  of  his  wijfe. 
This  man  is  a  German;  could  earn  but  $3]^  to  |4  per  week  when 
at  work ;  he  had  lived  latterly  a  miserable  life ;  his  wife  resolved 
to  separate  from  him,  and  now  sues  him  for  support.  Nothing 
less  than  $3  per  week  would  satisfy  her ;  she  would  keep  him 
locked  f  p  until  he  could  do  this.  We  labored  to  influence  her 
to  Mccept  $2,  which  he  would  regularly  allow  her,  she  said  no. 
We  had  no  alternative  but  to  procure  his  discharge. 

Nos.  55  &  56.  Two  boys  were  charged  with  stealing  a  mantilla; 
made  diligent  inquiries  as  to  their  character,  the  report  was  in 
their  favor.  Judge  Beebe  remanded  them,  and  said  that  if  their 
parents  would  find  places  for  them  in  the  country  by  next  court 
day  he  would  discharge  them.  This  was  within  a  week  accom- 
plished. 

No.  57.  Was  committed  for  disorderly  conduct ;  an  officer  had 
arrested  some  one  in  Pearl  street  for  some  very  trifling  matter, 
this  young  man  merely  said  to  the  policeman,  <<  you  have  no  right 
to  take  that  man,"  and  for  this  he  was  confined.  We  went  to  his 
employer,  who*spoke  well  of  him.  At  our  instance  the  justioe 
discharged  him. 

No.  58.  A  young  girl,  aged  15,  was  confined  in  the  city  prison 
on  charge  of  stealing  garments  from  the  hall  of  a  dwelling  house. 
She  was  arraigned  in  court  of  special  session.  The  testimony  was 
clear  against  her ;  she  was  caught  going  from  the  door  with  them 
in  her  possession.  The  property  was  given  up.  The  owners 
were  seen ;  it  being  her  first  offence  they  had  no  desire  to  send 
her  to  prison. 

The  parents  of  this  girl  were  seen;  they  appeared  to  be  indus- 
trious, sober,  well  conducted  persons,  and  deeply  afflioted  at  the 
indiscretion  and  wickedness  of  their  child ;  in  no  way  could  fbi&f 
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aoooant  for  her  eonduot,  as  she  diligently  applied  herself  to  work, 
was  quiet  and  well  behaved. 

All  these  facts  were  submitted  to  the  judge,  who  had  deter- 
mined to  send  her  to  the  house  of  refuge ;  she  was,  however,  re- 
manded until  the  next  court  day,  when  she  was  discharged.  We 
have  since  ascertained  that  her  steps  are  now  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. 

No.  62.  Had  been  in  prison  nearly  three  months,  having  de- 
manded a  jury  trial.  He  was  a  sailor,  charged  with  stealing  a 
small  quantity  of  old  rope,  which  was  sold  for  $1.25.  The  agent 
had  often  seen  the  authorities,  urging  them  to  bring  this  young 
man  to  trial,  he  being  destitute  of  clothes  or  a  change  of  linen. 
He  had  already  been  punished  sufficiently  for  his  o£fence.  He 
was  brought  up  before  the  court  of  sessions,  and  discharged  at  our 
instance. 

No.  67.  Six  sailors,  and  the  carpenter  of  the  ship ,  had  been 

confined  as  witnesses  for  50  days  in  the  city  prison.  The  second 
mate  had  been  charged  with  the  murder  of  one  of  the  crew ;  he 
had  not  been  taken,  and  there  was  no  probability  of  his  arrest. 
The  authorities  were  seen,  and  these  persons  were  brought  into 
court,  paid  and  discharged.  The  sum  awarded  by  the  court  was 
$25  each.  The  carpenter  informed  the  agent  that  that  sum  was 
insufficient  to  meet  the  debts  he  had  contracted  by  the  detention. 
He  had  a  wife  and  five  children ;  his  tools  and  clothes  were 
taken  in  ship  to  Liverpool,  and  he  may  never  see  them  again. 
These  representations  were  made  to  the  court,  and  a  further  sum 
of  $15  awarded  and  paid  him. 

No.  79.  Was  arraigned  last  court  day  and  remanded,  with  a 
request  by  the  justice  that  we  would  inquire  into  her  character 
and  habits,  and  report,  those  we  saw  knew  her  well,  they  were 
surprised  to  hear  of  her  condition.  It  was  her  first  ofTence.  She 
confessed  her  faults  and  promised  to  do  better.  The  court 
severly  admonished,  then  discharged  her. 

89.  An  educated  man  was  confined  in  prison  on  complaint  of 
his  wife  for  assault  and  battery.    Under  the  influence  of  liquor 
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he  had  ofteo  punished  her.  She  had  never  before  qiade  a  charge 
against  him  in  a  court.  She  could  not  forget  he  was  not  alw^s 
as  now.  She  would  not  press  the  matter^  especially  as  he  ap- 
peared to  regret  the  past.  These  facts  were  submitted,  when  he 
was  brought  up  and  discharged.    He  has  since  gone  right. 

90.  A  decent  working  man  was  charged  with  stealing  a  pieqe 
of  lead  pipe  from  the  roof  of  a  hbuse.  The  testimony  went  to 
prove  that  the  allegation  was  correct.  He  was  fined  $10,  and  in 
defiiulti  to  stand  committed.  The  wife  and  daughter  were  deeply 
afflicted,  in  court.  They  were  spoken  to.  The  wife  stated  that 
she  has  a  family  of  8  children.  Her  husband  was  out  of  employ; 
ha  had,  under  these  trying  circumstances  been  tempted  to  steal. 
He  would  do  so  no  more.  We  immediately  saw  the  complainant, 
to  whom  we  were  known;  he  promptly  sympathized  with  the 
family,  and  with  us  urged  the  judge  to  remit  the  fine.  On  the 
following  day  we  obtained  his  discharge. 

92.  Had  been  confined  in  the  Tombs  nearly  five  weeks.  He 
wa9  in  a  very  distracted  state  of  mind.  Investigating  this  a&lr , 
v^e  ascertained  that  he  had,  under  the  influence  of  some  disap* 
pointment  and  temptation,  drank  more  intoxicating  liquor  than 
he  was  accustomed  to  He  left  his  hopie  and  his  business,  and, 
mad,  or  worse,  entered  the  U.  S.  service,  and  was  removed  to 
Governor's  Island.  When  restored  to  his  senses,  he  felt  both 
pained  and  ashamed.  He  wrote  to  his  wife;  she  consulted  a  jus- 
tice. A  warrant  was  issued  for  his  arrest,  and  he  was  conducted 
to  the  Tombs.  The  wi&  was  advised  to  call  at  our  office  and  ao- 
licit  our  aid.  She  stated  that  her  circumstances  were  trying  in 
the  extreme;  herself  and  six  children  were  in  want.  At  the 
court  of  special  sessions,  before  Judge  Beebe,  we  begged  his  dis- 
charge. His  honor  replied,  <^  If  discharged  from  the  charges  of 
abandonment  preferred  by  the  wife,  then  he  must  be  handed  over 
to  the  commanding  officer.  If,''  said  the  Judge,  ^<  you,  Mr.  agent, 
will  see  that  officer,  and  he  consents  to  dispense  with  his  services, 
I  will  let  him  go."  We  went  to  Governor's  Island,  saw  the  com- 
mandant, who  informed  us  that  this  unfortunate  and  imprudent 
man  had  been  reported  to  Washingtoi^  as  given  up  to  the  civil 
power.    Hence  he  should  be  satisfied  with  the  clothes  without  the 
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person.    These  facta  were  submitted  to  Jadge  Beebe,  and  the  man 
was  discharged. 

No.  94.  Had  been  in  city  prison  for  three  weeks ;  he  was  in  a 
most  wretched  condition,  having  no  change  of  linen  daring  that 
time,  and  far  away  from  his  few  friends.  The  agent  examined 
the  papers  and  books,  and  discovered  that  a  great  mistake  had 
been  made  somewhere,  as  in  the  one  he  was  charged  with  petit 
larceny,  in  the  other  for  vagrancy.  We  had  him  brought  into 
court.  When  asked  by  the  judge,  why  arc  you  here  1  he  replied, 
I  was  hungry,  I  went  into  an  eating  house,  called  for  a  basin  Of 
soup;  after  I  had  taken  it  I  found  I  had  no  money  to  pay  for  it; 
a  police  officer  u  as  sent  for,  I  was  taken  before  Je£ferson  Market, 
police  court,  and  sentenced  to  the  island  for  three  months;  by 
some  mistake  I  am  here.  Judge  Beebe  sympathised  with  this 
poor  fellow,  but  told  him  not  to  eat  soup  under  such  circufid- 
Atunces  again.  He  was  discharged.  We  presented  him  with  a 
trifle  to  enable  him  to  leave  the  city  and  to  reach  hid  friends, 
irfaen  he  almost  danced  for  joy. 

Ko.  105.  Went  to  Kings  county  jail,  carried  four  flannel  under 
ahirts  and  some  worsted  hose  to  four  of  the  sailors  sentenced 
there  for  alleged  revolt;  these  unfortunate  fellows  lost  their 
clothes  when  6rst  arrested ;  they  expressed  great  thankftilneis 
for  the  clothing,  the  weather  being  severely  cold. 

No.  106.  A  seaman  had  been  confined  in  city  prison  75  days, 
charged  with  assaulting  the  second  mate  at  sea ;  he  stated  that 
they  had  a  few  words,  when  the  mate  struck  him  over  the  head 
most  brutally;  that  he  did  not  succeed  in  striking  him  in  return; 
the  affair  was  but  of  two  minutes  duration ;  all  went  on  well 
afterward.  When  the  ship  arrived  in  port  he  thinks  the  mate 
was  fearful  that  a  complaint  would  be  made  against  him ;  to  pre- 
Tent  this  this  seaman  was  arrested. 

We  Waited  on  the  District  Attorney  and  the  Marshal  of  the 
U.  S.  court,  calling  their  special  attention  to  this  case ;  whh  th%6r 
tliaracferiistic  proniptitude  (Ke  papers  were  etatnluM.  itVe^ 
tMfiiig  no  witnesses  retained  fbr  the  prosechCIdtf ,  thlA  vtM^iidiillk 
fellow  was  immediately  diacharged. 


DISCHARGED  CONVICT  CASES. 


No.  1 .  Was  convicled  in  New-York  city  of  burglaiy,  and  sen- 
tenced to  Sing  Sing  for  10  years  and  6  montlis ;  lie  served  oat  the 
term.  He  says,  daring  the  first  eight  years  he  was  repeatedly 
panished,  the  last  two  years  and  six  months  he  escaped  it  by  re- 
forming his  habits.  Aboat  this  time  he  was  reproved  by  a  fellow- 
eonvict  for  profane  swearing  and  other  bad  habits ;  he  arged  him 
to  confess  and  forsake  his  manifold  sins ;  a  change  mysteriously 
passed  over  hiip,  and  now,  he  says,  <<  the  things  I  formerly  loved, 
by  the  grace  of  God  I  hate;  I  trast  my  futare  life  will  evidence 
my  sincerity.''  These  men  had  no  opportunities  of  speaking  with 
each  other  only  as  they  marched  to  and  from  their,  cells  to  their 
work.  He  says,  <^  my  keeper  was  a  severe  man,  and  for  the  least 
offence,  real  or  imaginary,  I  was  punished.  I  know  I  was  a  hard 
case.  The  chaplain  is  a  very  good  man.  I  had  a  good  employer." 
The  food,  he  says,  is  often  very  objectionable,  want  of  ftesh 
meat  produces  disease ;  the  last  six  or  eight  months  vegetable 
diet  could  not  be  procured ;  the  straw  in  the  beds  is  changed 
every  two  years,  the  bedding  spring  and  fall. 

The  punishments  inflicted  vary  according  to  the  offence  in  some 
cases,  in  others  to  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  keeper. 
Strange  and  bad  feelings  are  sometimes  shown,  the  result  of  a  sort 
of  medicine  procured  at  the  hospital,  commonly  called  rum  and 
brandy.  The  form  of  punishment  most  frequently  used  is  the 
shower  bath ;  in  cold  weather  this  practice  is  most  trying,  a  fd* 
low  feels  (when  the  water  falls  down  upon  him)  as  though  his 
neck  was  broken.  The  dark  dungeon,  with  only  three,  and 
never  more  than  four  ounces  of  bread  per  day,  and  water ;  the 
ifon  yoke,  heavy  and  long,  with  a  kind  of  iron  collar  round  the 
neek,  are  b«th  distressing. 
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This  man  says,  <<  I  donH  like  the  prison  at  all;  from 
to  end  it  is  more  likely  to  drive  men  from  God  than  to  him ;  I  am 
resolved,  the  Lord  being  my  helper,  to  watch  and  pray  lest  I  £U1 
into  temptation.  My  object  in  calling  here  is  to'  get  employ- 
ment." Considerable  pains  were  taken  to  accomplish  this;  we 
helped  him  along  until  a  place  of  work  was  found  for  him.  He 
has  since  behaved  well ;  he  respects  and  observes  the  Sabbath. 
We  have  frequent  opportunities  of  seeing  both  him  and  his  em- 
ployer; up  to  this  date,  a  period  of  seven  months,  he  has  charac- 
terized the  honest  man.* 

No.  2.  Was  convicted  of  grand  larceny,  and  sentenced  to  Sing 
Sing  for  five  years ;  served  out  the  whole  term.  He  sajs,  <<  the 
discipline  of  the  prison  need  be  pretty  tight,  or  many  of  the  men 
would  cut  up  sadly,  still  I  think  they  ought  to  treat  the  quiet, 
decent,  industrious  prisoner  more  mercifully  than  the  noisy, 
dirty,  lazy  and  disobedient.  Some  of  the  keepers  are  unfeeling; 
these  seem  to  think  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  con- 
sists in  watching  the  eye  and  lip  of  those  under  their  charge,  if 
either  ofiend  they  threaten,  and  almost  as  often  carry  their  threats 
into  merciless  execution.  The  food  is  very  poor,  worse  these  last 
flix  months  than  before,  miserably  so  on  Sunday ;  this  is  the  most 
dreaded  day  of  the  week— short  food,  short  sermon,  short  liberty; 
no  friends,  no  man  cares  for  us ;  long  hours  of  confinement,  long, 
bad,  hard,  painful  thoughts,  with  a  dreary  day  and  no  hope 
ahead.  The  chaplain  and  physician  are  very  good  men,  when 
anything  is  wanted  from  the  hospital  we  ask  and  have.''  He 
concludes  thus,  <<  I  hope  never  to  get  into  a  prison  again ;  I  will 
labor  to  be  honest." 

We  obtained  work  for  this  man ;  he  continues  to  be  regular  and 
decent  in  his  habits;  his  employers  speak  well  of  him ;  he  occa- 
idcmally  visits  his  friends  in  New-Tork,  he  uses  no  strong  drinks, 
he  has  thrown  over  board  his  former  evil  associations,  and  we 
have  hope  in  his  stability. 

No.  3.  Was  eonvicted  of  forgery,  and  sentenced  to  State  prison 
Jbr  2  years  and  8  months.  He  says  he  was  not  punidied  whilst 
there;  many  of  the  men  are  very  desperate  fellows,  they  Hiay  o^ 
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^Mdonslly  deserve  putilsfament.  He  thinkB  tUe  adnUnbtration  of 
the  prison  ought  to  be  under  more  Judicious  and  enlighfiBiied 
hands.  He  says,  <^  I  deserved  all  I  suffered,  and  I  am  deterndned 
to  avoid  a  prison  in  future." 

Every  effort  was  made  to  procure  this  young  man  a  situation 
during  which  time  money  was  advanced  him  to  meet  his  unavold- 
able  daily  expenses.  He  has  been  engaged  by  a  gentleman,  to 
whom  we  introduced  him,  these  last  eight  months,  and  has  secured 
his  highest  approval  and  commendation.^ 

No.  4.  Was  convicted  of  bigamy  and  sentenced  to  Sing  Siog 
prison  for  2  years  and  3  months. 

He  says  <<  the  food  has  been  very  bad,  not  fit  to  eat;  worse  the 
last  few  months  tlian  before;  I  don't  want  to  find  fault,  but  I  do 
think  it  too  bad  that  a  poor  devil  should  be  compelled  to  mak 
hard  for  two  years  and  upwards,  and  then  get  only  a  paltry  |4. 
I  think  on  the  whole  the  prisoners  are  badly  treated.  I  believe 
better  food  and  more  of  it  would  make  them  better,  the  punish- 
ments  I  think  injure  the  health;  the  shower  bath  no  doubt  has 
driven  many  men  mad,  and  some  ( if  the  truth  could  be  got  at,) 
have  lost  Uieir  lives  from  its  effects.  The  keepers  can  punish 
when  and  as  they  please,  wl)ich  is  wrong;  some  of  these  fellows 
deserve  confinement  more  than  the  convicts  themselves.  The 
Chaplain  and  Doctor  are  good  and  true,  attentive  and  kind  to  the 
afflicted.  The  discipline  may  be  well  enough  for  some  men  of 
notoriously  bad  character,  but  to  the  larger  number  It  is  severe. 
I  hate  the  prison  and  its  oppressions,  and  their  name  is  many. 

He  concluded  his  story  thus:  '^Two  wives  sent  me  to  Sing  Sln^ 
once,  but  all  the  wives  in  the  United  States  shall  never  send  m« 
there  again." 

No.  6.  Returns  from  Sing  Sing,  where  he  had  been  confined  ttk 
3  years  and  8  months. 

He  says,  ^^The  discipline  is  very  severe;  I  was  repeatedly  pun- 
ished, not  for  any  wilful  or  perverse  conduct  on  my  part,  butftoM 
my  physical  inability  to  do  the  work  and  task  assigned  me.  Tl|i 
mode  and  character  of  the  punishments,  in  some  cases  are  aiiitad 
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to  the  offence,  fii  others  they  are  altogether  unmerited,  whilst 
aome  of  the  keepers  are  firm  yet  kind,  others  there  are,  who  never 
listen  to  the  cry  of  complaint.  Men  are  punished  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  warden  or  Inspector;  this  is  unreasonable  and 
nx^ust.  The  food  during  this  last  year,  has  been  very  poor,  bad 
in  quality,  and  for  the  last  few  months  short  in  quantity.  Only 
two  short  meals  on  Sunday,  breakfast  about  half  past  seven  o'  clock 
hash  or  some  other  animal  food  with  a  small  bit  of  good  bread ; 
for  coffee,  we  have,  I  think,  burnt  crusts  of  bread,  sweetened  with 
molasses;  the  dinner  we  take  into  our  respective  cells  after  wor- 
ship, it  consists  of  salt  pork  and  dried  beans.  The  chaplain 
preaches  a  short  sermon  in  the  morning;  if  one  sermon  is  likely 
to  do  good  on  the  sabbath,  then  more  sermons  should  be  preached 
on  that  day,  as  well  as  one  or  two  in  the  week.  The  doctor  is  a 
first  rate  man,  when  he  sees  you  sick,  and  no  sham,  he  tries  hard 
to  restore  you.  I  have  learned  a  useful  lesson ;  I  hope  to  avoid  a 
prison  in  future.''    We  obtained  a  situation  for  this  man  promptly. 

No.  7.  Was  convicted  in  court  of  general  session  of  burglary  in 
the  third  degree  and  sentenced  to  Sing  Sing  prison  for  two  years 
and  six  months.  The  warden  reports  favorably  of  him.  This 
convict  says :  ^^  The  food  is  now  pretty  fair.  The  bed  straw  was 
changed  three  times  during  my  stay ;  bedding  washed  twice  a 
a  year.  The  cells  are  whitewashed  semi  monthly  in  summer,  and 
two  or  three  times  during  the  winter.  The  chaplain  visited  me 
four  times.    The  physician  is  kind  and  sympathetic." 

He  was  not  punished ;  hence  he  has  no  fault  to  find  with  the 
keepers,  and  speaks  favorably  of  the  contractors.  He  says  Mr. 
Woodruff  is  a  kind  man  ;  he  does  not  work  the  men  oppressively 
hard.  His  object  in  calling  at  the  office  is  to  get  employment. 
He  says  he  has  no  desire  to  be  sent  up  again. 

We  introduced  him  to  work,  where,  we  hear,  he  is  doing  well. 

No.  9.  Convicted  of  grand  larceny  and  sentenced  to  Sing  Sing 
for  two  years.  He  says :  ^^  I  was  punished  three  times  for  speak- 
ing and  fiiiling  to  get  my  task  done.  Some  of  the  keepers  are  un- 
feeling and  seem  to  delight  in  finding  Ikult  and  punishing  those 
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under  them,  and  merely,  I  think,  beeaose  they  are  so.  I  like  the 
deputy  warden,  CoL  Sherwood,  he  is  a  thoaghtful  kind  hearted 
man.  I  often  hear  complaints  of  the  severe  punishments  inflict- 
ed ;  the  keepers  and  officers  no  doubt,  find  it  difficult  to  get  along 
with  some  of  the  men,  still  I  think  that  those  sent  up  for  small 
ofiences  should  fare  better  than  the  habitually  dishonest  and  im- 
penitent. I  like  the  chaplain,  physician,  and  the  contractor  fbr 
whom  I  worked.    The  warden  gave  me  $4  when  I  came  out. 

This  poor  fellow's  appearatice  was  sadly  against  him.  He  had 
but  one  old  shirt,  a  colored  neckhandkerchief  and  a  pair  of  pants 
nicely  adapted  for  a  Greenlander.  No  employment  could  be  ob- 
tained for  him  in  this  miserable  state  and  condition ;  every  one 
would  recognize  him  as  a  jail  bird.  We  supplied  him  with  a  few 
more  suitable  garments  and  then  introduced  him  to  a  gentletnan 
who  has  a  ^<  heart  that  feels  for  others  woes."  He  was  engaged 
and  has  since  walked  uprightly. 

No.  10.  Calls  and  says  :  <^  I  was  in  trouble  in  1850 ;  had  been 
in  Sing  Sing  for  three  years.  Doctor  Russ  of  your  association  pro- 
cured me  a  place  in  the  country  where  I  have  worked  steadily 
for  one  boss,  until  two  weeks  since,  when  business  was  dull  and 
I  was  sent  off.  I  have  had  many  trials  and  difficulties,  the  great- 
est of  these  was  the  loss  of  my  wife.  She  was  sick  a  long  time 
and  was  then  removed  by  death.  I  came  to  New  York  with  my 
family  of  four  children.  I  am  now  In  poor  health ;  without  work 
and  without  money.  My  object  in  calling  at  your  office  is  to  so- 
licit your  assistance." 

It  gave  us  pleasure  to  relieve  his  necessities ;  for  which  he  wept 
with  gratefhl  emotion. 

No.  19.  Was  convicted  of  grand  larceny  in  this  city,  and  sen- 
tenced for  2  years  to  Sing  Sing.  He  said,  ^^  I  was  clerk  to  a  law- 
yer in  New-Tork;  some  hundred  dollars  were  placed  in  my  care 
tt>  be  deposited  in  the  bank,  I  went  out  for  that  purpose,  when, 
in  a  moment,  I  was  tempted  to  go  to  Australia;  the  suggestion 
to  my  mind  was  so  powerful,  now  that  I  had  the  means  was  the 
time  to  start.  I  went  on  to  Boston  that  night,  I  was  pursued  and 
arrested  there;  most  of  the  m(mey  was  found  upon  me,  and  re- 
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stored  to  my  employer.  Immediately  after  the  1)ahk  closed  1 1^ 
gan  to  repent;  I  would  have  given  a  world,  had  I  one  to  give, 
oould  I  retrace  my  steps;  I  feared  it  was  too  late;  oh  how  I  re- 
gretted Injuring  a  good  man.  I  have  been  sorry  ever  since,  and 
I  feel  that  I  can  never  forgive  myself.  Had  1  been  honest  I 
might  at  this  itioment  liave  been  in  the  confidence  of  good  men, 
and  carving  out  for  myself  future  success,  respectability  and  use- 
fulness. When  in  prison  I  was  punished  three  times.  I  have 
no  fault  to  find  with  the  discipline^  on  the  whole  I  was  treated 
pretty  well.  The  food  is  better  and  cleaner  since  Col.  Sherwood 
came.  The  boolcs  should  be  changed  more  often.  I  regret  doing 
wrong;  I  have  suffered,  and  shall  suffer;  may  I  act  right  in  the 
future."  A  letter  was  sent  by  this  young  man  to  his  former  em- 
ployer, begging  excuse  for  the  past,  he  kindly  forgave,  and 
promised  to  help  him  along  in  the  world- 
No.  20.  Had  been  convicted  of  forgery  in  the  third  degree,  and 
sentenced  to  State  prison  for  three  years  and  six  months ;  when 
discharged  he  proceeded  to  a  city  some  400  miles  from  New- 
Tork,  and  has  been  practising  as  a  physician  with  encouraging 
success.  Some  business  called  him  here,  beside  which,  he  has 
been  waiting  in  anxious  expectation  of  getting  a  letter  and  re- 
mittance from  Germany. 

He  now  wants  to  get  home,  but  has  not  means;  begs  the  Asso- 
ciation to  assist  him  to  enable  him  to  return.  The  warden,  in 
his  report  to  us,  speaks  well  of  this  man's  habits  and  character. 
We  aided  him  with  the  required  funds. 

No.  33.  Called  to  solicit  advice  under  very  trying  cireum^ 
stances;  sh^  Was  married  15  years  since,  her  husband  has  treated 
her  with  uniform  kindnes;  he  is  still  sober,  honest,  industrious, 
and  every  thing  she  could  wish,  earning  from  |10  to  |12  per 
week,  a  good  husband  and  a  good  father.  But  she  had  acquired 
a  fondness  for  drink  during  the  last  five  years;  her  habits  were 
jso  ruinous  to  her  family  and  herself  that  complaints  were  made 
before  the  police  Justices,  the  result  wad,  ten  of  the  last  twelve 
inonths  she  spent  on  the  island ;  she  came  out  yesterday,  and  felt 
encouraged  to  make  her  first  call  on  us.    Her  husband  had  giv6li 
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up  house  keeping,  the  children  weie  put  out  to  board,  and  she 
apprehended  that  he  would  neither  listen  to  her  or  believe  that 
she  had  reformed.  She  begged  us  to  step  in  between  them,  with 
the  most  solemn  promises  that  if  he  would  but  try  her  once  more 
she  would  ^'  cease  to  do  evil  and  learn  to  do  well."  We  did  see 
her  husband ;  after  some  debate,  and  earnest  importunity  in  her 
behalf,  he  said,  <^she  is  my  wife,  and  the  mother  of  my  children, 
and  as  you  say,  if  I  shut  my  door  against  her  there  is  no  hope  for 
her,  I  will  adopt  jour  advice."  He  did  so,  and  it  is  our  happi- 
ness to  know  they  are  (to  use  their  own  phrase)  <^  both  pulling 
one  way" — the  right  way. 

No.  27.  An  aged,  infirm  mother,  begs  our  influence  in  behalf  of 
her  daughter,  who  was  committed  to  the  island  for  disorderly 
conduct  for  three  months  on  her  complaint ;  she  now  sees  the 
folly  and  wickedness  of  her  past  life,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope, 
If  she  could  be  released,  she  would  shudder  to  do  anything  that 
would  again  consign  her  to  a  prison.  We  waited  on  the  justice, 
in  company  with  the  kind  old  mother,  and  procured  her 
daughter's  discharge. 

No.  35.  Influenced  by  the  chaplain  of  the  island,  called  at  our 
office;  he  says,  <^  I  was  once  before  locked  up  for  theft;  this  time 
I  was  sent  there  for  stealing  an  overcoat,  and  stayed  three  months." 
His  father  lives  in  this  city,  is  in  a  small  business,  and  a  man  of 
excellent  christian  character;  still  the  son  could  not  go  to  him, 
he  had  given  him  so  much  trouble."  If  he  went  he  greatly 
feared  the  door  would  be  shut  against  him.  We  wrote  the  father, 
beseeching  him  to  follow  the  example  of  that  parent,  who  when 
he  saw  his  son  <^afar  off,"  but  on  his  return,  <<  had  compassion, 
ran,  fell  on  his  neck  and  kissed  him."  A  reply  was  immediately 
sent  us,  expressive  of  his  willingness  so  to  do,  but  very  fearful 
the  lad  would  not,  could  not  reform  here  with  his  present  asso- 
ciations. 

The  lad  was  subsequently  sent  into  the  country.  He  has  writ- 
ten us  several  letters,  expressing  his  thanks ;  he  works  industri- 
ously, abstains  fr^m  bad  company,  attends  church,  and  regards 
the  aabbaih ;  hence,  we  trust)  with  such  defences,  he  will  continue 
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to  avoid  evil  and  its  very  appearance.  The  father  calls  oo  ui 
occasionallj,  he  believes  his  son  to  have  reformed,  and  prays  he 
may  never  grow  weary  in  well  doing. 

No.  36.  Was  sent  to  the  island  for  four  months  for  petit  lar*' 
ceny.  He  says,  ^<  I  have  paid  the  penalty  sure  enough ;  most 
solemnly  I  promise  never  to  get  into  bad  company  again;  this 
was  the  cause  of  all  my  trouble.  Do  put  me  on  the  right  track  to 
get  work,  render  me  some  little  temporary  help,  and  I  will  never 
trouble  you  again." 

We  gave  him  a  shirt,  coat  and  cap,  and  a  small  amount  of  cash. 
He  has  called  upon  us  since  to  say  that  the  person  to  whom  we  sent 
him  had  given  him  three  dollars  for  three  days  work,  this  would 
enable  him  to  reach  Connecticut,  where  we  think  that  he  will  do 
well. 

No.  37.  Called  and  said,  "  he  has  done  no  dishonest  act  since  he 
was  discharged  from  8ing  Sing  prison  two  years  ago ;  the  police 
watch  him;  he  has  lost  two  or  three  places  of  good  work  from 
whispers  to  his  employers.  Only  last  wee&  an  enemy  of  thii 
sort  stabbed  him  in  the  dark.  His  boss,  who  had  engaged  to  keep 
him  through  the  fall  and  winter,  called  him  Into  his  office  and 
said,  <  you  have  been  to  Sing  Sing,  I  cannot  keep  you.'  I  told 
him  that  bad  company  had  then  induced  me  to  go  wrong,  but 
that  I  had,  the  last  two  years  and  six  months,  walked  worthilyi 
and  that  my  study  should  be  still  to  do  right.  He  replied  <  he 
must  part  with  me  for  two  reasons,  his  partner  desired  it,  and 
the  men  would  strike  should  they  hear  of  it.' "  We  encouraged 
him  to  look  up,  and  aided  him  to  go  into  the  country,  where  he 
obtained  employment. 

No.  41.  Was  convicted  of  assault  and  battery  in  the  court  of 
general  sessions  and  sentenced  to  Sing  Sing  prison  for  two  years. 
He  says :  ^<  I  served  out  my  term  and  was  discharged  yesterday, 
while'  there  I  worked  in  the  hat  shop.  I  was  punished  five  times. 
The  food  has  been  first-rate  since  Col.  Sherwood  came.  Several 
cases  of  cholera  occurred,  since  which  we  had  an  allowance  of 
tea  in  the  afternoon  or  for  our  supper ;  though  very  weak  it  was 
a  delightful  change.    On  the  whole  I  have  no  cause  of  complaint. 
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The  warden  gave  me  four  dollars- when  I  left.  I  now  want  work 
apd  shall  feel  grateful  for  a  little  money  until  I  can  help  myseUL 
We  advised  him  to  go  to  sea ;  he  said  that  haying  no  chest,  no 
boarding  master  would  accommodate  him,  there  were  but  few 
chances  for  him  to  get  shipped.  We  placed  him  at  a  sailors' 
boarding  house  and  furnished  him  with  a  Jacket,  pants,  cap  and 
two  shirts.  Within  ten  days  he  called  and  warmly  expressed  his 
gratitude  for  what  had  been  done  for  him,  and  to  inform  us  he 
had  succeeded  in  getting  a  ship  bound  to  Liverpool. 

To  avoid  trouble  in  future  he  signed  the  temperance  pledge. 

No.  45.  Convicted  of  grand  larceny  was  sentenced  to  Sing  Sing 
f^r  four  years  and  nine  months.  He  says :  <^  I  was  guilty  of  at- 
tempting to  steal  a  gold  watch,  but  did  not  succeed  in  my  at- 
tempt ;  I  was  detected  and  arrested ;  I  served  out  my  whole  term; 
I  think  the  discipline  milder  now,  than  when  I  first  went  up ;  I 
have  more  fault  to  find  with  myself  than  with  others.  The  war- 
den gave  me  four  dollars  when  I  left ;  I  trust  I  am  a  changed 
character,  and  shall  attempt  never  to  do  wrong,  and  labor  to 
avoid  evil  habits.  \^hen  I  was  arrested  the  police  took  posses- 
sion of  two  large  trunks,  one  hand  trunk,  and  a  carpet  bag ;  these 
contained  two  German  watches,  a  breast  pin,  two  gold  rings,  half 
a  dozen  silver  desert  knives,  (in  a  paper  box,)  about  twelve  shirts, 
and  various  clothing,  handkerchiefs,  drawings,  etc ;  these  trunks 
were  taken  to  the  Tombs.  •  None  of  these  articles  conld  be  identi* 
fied  by  persons  who  may  have  lost  property,  as  they  wene  mine 
by  honest  purchase. 

Accompanied  by  him  we  applied  for  this  property ;  we  were 
told  it  was  not  now  there.  This  young  man  is  in  a  good  situa- 
tion where  we  trust  he  will  prove  honest  and  worthy. 

No.  46.  Was  convicted  of  burglary  in  Sullivan  county  and  sen- 
tenced to  Sing  Sing  prison  for  five  years.  He  says :  "  I  served 
out  the  whole  of  my  term ;  I  was  employed  in  the  female  depart- 
ment as  waiter ;  I  was  not  punished  during  the  five  years ;  I  have 
IK)  complaint  to  make  against  any  person  there.  When  I  left  the 
warden  gave  me  $5.20 ;  where  to  go,  or  what  to  do,  I  knew  not. 
I  think  the  State  should  allow  the  poor  fallows  a  larger  sum 
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when  thej  dome  out  of  prison.  I  consulted  the  doctor  and  the 
liiflpector)  and  when  I  made  up  my  mind  to  come  to  your  office, 
they  said  <<  If  you  Cannot  get  work  through  the  Association  then 
return  here  and  we  will  somehow  provide  for  you."     * 

This  poor  man  was  near  70  years  old ;  there  were  no  prospects 
of  getting  him  employment,  we  therefore  rendered  him  some  pe- 
cuniary aid  to  return. 

No.  47.  Calls  to  say  he  should  leave  this  city  to-morrow ;  three 
years  since  he  left  Sing  Sing  prison,  where  he  had  served  five 
years  for  grand  larceny.  The  Association  introduced  him  to  a 
kind  hearted  man  for  employment,  there  he  remained,  until  this 
hour,  occupying  a  position  of  trust,  and  responsibility,  collecting 
large  sums  of  money  and  on  all  occasions  had  secured  his  confl- 
dence  and  respect.  To  the  uncle  of  his  late  employer  and  friend 
he  was  now  engaged  at  a  salary  exceedingly  liberal.  He  pre- 
sented his  unfeigned  acknowledgments  for  all  favors  received 
from  the  Association. 

No.  49.  Was  convicted  of  grand  larceny  in  the  court  of  general 
sessions  and  sentenced  to  Sing  Sing  prison  for  two  years. 

He  says  political  troubles  alone  led  him  to  leave  his  own  coun- 
try ;  he  had  conducted  a  respectable  business  there,  the  proceeds 
of  which,  about  $1,100,  he  brought  here  with  him.  On  his  ai^^ 
rival  he  suceeded  in  obtaining  a  situation  which  he  filled  with 
satisfaction  to  his  employers  for  full  five  months,  when  this  charge 
was  made  against  him.  He  was  arrested  and  fully  committed 
for  trial. 

He  states  ^^  Soon  after  I  was  lodged  in  the  Tombs,  the  police 
officer  who  had  arrested  me  called  and  advised  me  to  get  bail,  he 
said,  I  can  find  you  good  bail  if  you  are  willing  to  pay  me  for  my 
trouble,  give  me  $30  and  $10  to  the  man,  and  you  shall  be  bailed 
out  right  away,  this  sum  I  paid.  I  was  urged  by  another  person 
to  provide  myself  good  counsel ;  one  was  named  and  strongly  re« 
commended,  he  came  to  see  me;  his  fee  was  $25,  this  I  paid;  to 
another  who  felt  for  me,  I  paid  a  fee  of  $10.  I  was  bailed  out,  at 
the  end  of  four  months  I  was  arraigned ;  and  ^though  I  paid  my 
counsel  an  extra  $10,  and  my  interperter  $4,  still  I  was  found 
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guilty  and  sent  up.  My  eounael  promised  to  forward  a  petition 
for  my  pardon ;  but  I  was  forgotten.  I  stayed  the  two  years  and 
I  have  lost  all  I  possessed,  I  solemnly  protest  my  innocence  of  the 
charge;  I  ann  here  without  a  second  shirt.  We  aided  this  poor 
fellow.  His  former  employers,  have  again  engaged  him,  we  con- 
fidently hope  he  will  do  well,  he  called  upon  us  since;  all  right. 

No.  52.  Was  convicted  in  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  bur- 
glary and  sentenced  for  two  years  to  Sing  Sing,  he  served  out  the 
term,  and  was  discharged  last  week. 

He  says  ^<  I  was  guilty  of  the  charge ;  this  was  the  first  dis- 
honest act  of  my  life,  habits  of  intemperance  ruined  me,  I  formed 
evil  associations,  which  led  to  shame  and  degradation,  I  am  dis- 
couraged; I  am  ashamed  to  look  up,  fearful  of  being  lecogni^sed. 

My  wife,  a  good  woman,  and  family  reside  in  this  city;  they  are 
straitened  in  their  circumstances  and  my  return  will  increase  their 
difficulties ;  I  wait  on  you  soliciting  some  employment  and  the  loan 
of  a  trifle  till  then."    We  cheerfully  complied. 

^  No.  53.  Calls  and  says  he  was  convicted  of  passing  a  counter- 
feit $100  bill  and  sentenced  at  the  court  of  general  sessions  to 
Sing  SiDg  for  five  years.  ^'  I  served  out  the  term ;  but  most  solemnly 
declare  I  never  saw  or  handled  that  bill,  I  knew  nothing  of  it 
directly  or  indirectly ;  when  discharged  I  went  to  Cincinnati  where 
I  remained  until  last  September,  when  I  was  engaged  to  go  to 
Philadelphia,  there  I  was  recognized  by  a  former  keeper  in  Sing 
Sing.  He  had  me  arrested  for  being  in  compwy,  as  he  said,  with 
a  pickpocket.  After  lying  in  prison  for  ten  weeks,  the  grand  jury 
threw  out  the  bill  and  I  was  discharged.  I  am  far  from  home, 
without  either  money  or  friends,  and  incapable  of  traveling  by 
reason  of  this  cruel  treatment. 

We  were  instrumental  in  speedily  procuring  this  unfortunate 
man  a  situation  in  the  country ;  we  supplied  him  with  warm  cloth- 
ing, besides  some  pecuniary  aid,  for  which  he  appeared  to  feel 
grateful.  He  is  still  in  the  situation,  ( now  three  months, )  sober, 
honest  and  industrious. 
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No.  59.  Had  been  on  the  island  for  six  months  on  charge  of 
petit  larceny.  It  was  his  first  offence.  His  mental  disquiet  was 
almost  intolerable  whilst  in  prison,  knowing  that  his  poor  wife 
and  family  were  often  without  their  daily  bread.  He  Appears  to 
shudder  and  dread  a  prison  and  seems  determined  to  avoid  evil 
habits  for  the  future. 

Willing  to  believe  him  sincere  we  rendered  him  some  pecuniary 
help,  and  furnished  him  with  suitable  clothing.  We  put  a  little 
work  in  his  way.    He  now  hopes  to  see  better  days. 

No.  62.  Was  convicted  of  stealing  a  shirt,  and  sentenced  for  two 
months  to  the  island.  He  calls  upon  us  conscious  of  his  degra- 
dation and  resolves  never  to  commit  himself  again.  We  assisted 
him  with  money  for  ten  days.  He  is  now  at  work  where  we 
placed  him,  doing  pretty  well. 

No.  63.  Was  convicted  of  burglary  in  the  third  degree  and  sen- 
tenced to  Sing  Sing  for  two  years.  <<  I  was  not  punished  during 
my  stay  there;  all  that  I  have  to  say  is,  I  have  suffered  a  deal  for 
the  first  crime ;  I  will  never  suffer  for  the  second.  The  warden 
gave  me  $4  when  I  came  out  a  week  since.  I  am  now  hungry 
and  want  employment."  Some  of  his  friends  had  arrived  here 
since  his  incarceration,  they  are  now  at  Philadelphia.  We  as- 
sisted him  to  go  thither. 


ALBANY  COUNTY. 


The  undersigned,  by  an  order  of  the  Hon.  William  Mitchell, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  court,  and  in  compliance  with 

* 

a  resolution  adopted  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  Prison 
Association  of  New-York, 

REPORTS, 

That  he  visited  and  inspected  the  Albany  county  penitentiary 
in  the  month  of  September  last.  This  institution  is  under  the 
able  superintendence  of  Capt.  Amos  Pilsbury,  who  was  Ibr  a 
long  time  at  the  head  of  the  State  prison  in  Ck)nnecti<»t.  Of  his 
reputation  and  qualifications  for  the  position  he  occupies  it  is  us- 
necessary  for  me  to  speak ;  they  are  well  known  to  the  commu- 
nity generally,  and  are  abundantly  attested  by  the  success  which 
has  attended  his  labors  in  the  department  of  benevolence,  fiSrsodi 
it  may  emphatically  be  styled,  to  which  he  has  devoted  the 
energies  of  his  life.  As  a  sketch  of  the  penitentiary  at  Albany 
may  not  be  uninteresting  in  this  connection,  I  have  concluded  to 
embody  one  in  my  report,  and  have  for  that  purpose  availed  my- 
self very  fully  of  a  sketch  recently  published,  in  one  of  our  city 
journals,  and  kindly  furnished  to  me  by  Capt.  Pilsbury. 

The  penitentiary  is  located  on  an  elevation  about  half  a  mile 
distant  from  the  capitol.  The  quantity  of  land  in  connection 
with  the  prison  is  about  twelve  acres.  The  centre  building  is 
four  stories  high,  basement  included,  with  a  front  of  50  feet  and 
a  depth  of  75,  and  is  occupied  in  front  by  a  residence  for  the 
superintendent,  his  family  and  subordinate  ofBicers ;  in  the  base- 
ment, as  kitchen  and  laundry ;  on  the  first  story,  rear,  as  guards' 
room  and  matrons'  room ;  on  the  second  story,  rear,  as  male  and  fe- 
male hospitals,  (25  feet  by  32  feet  each,  with  a  dispensary  attached,) 
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%nd  on  the  third  story,  2^3  a  chapel^  36  by  48  feet,  finely  fitted  up, 
and  furnished  with  pulpit)  seats,  8^.,  in  which  divine  service  is 
held  every  sabbath.  The  sexes  are  separated  while  at  chapel 
service  by  a  partition  6^  feet  high. 

Two  wingj  are  attached  to  the  centre  building,  one  for  males, 
which  is  150  feet  long^  and  the  other  for  females,  100  feet  long 
and  50  feet  wide,  exclusive  of  the  large  octagonal  towers  which 
flank  them.  The  interior  of  the  south  wicg  forms  a  spacious  hall, 
148  feet  long  and  32  feet  high,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  mas- 
sive block  of  176  cells,  four  tiers  ij\  height,  in  the  stair  cases  and 
surrounding  galleries ;  these  cell^  are  each  on  the  inside,  7  feet 
by  four,  and  7  feet  high,  supplied  with  iron  bedsteads,  and  other 
and  necessary  furniture,  and  a  separate  and  distinct  ventilator. 
The  doors  are  made  of  round  iron  bars,  which,  when  closed,  ad- 
mit of  as  much  air  and  light  as  when  open.  The  hall  surround* 
ing  this  block  of  cells  is  sixteen  feet  wide,  well  ventilated,, 
light  and  airy.  Besides  the  cells  above  enumerated,  there  are 
ten  large  cells  in  the  octagonal  towers,  making  in  all  186  cells 
in  this  wing,  which  is  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  male  con- 
victs. In  the  north  wing,  occupied  by  the  females,  is  a  block  of 
80  cells,  similar  to  those  above  described,  with  eight  large  ones 
in  the  6ctagons,  making  a  total  of  88  cells.  The  whole  prison 
contains  274  cells  or  dormitories,  of  which  256  are  used  for  ordi- 
nary purposes.  By  adding  the  hospital  beds  to  the  computation, 
the  prison  is  competent  for  the  safe  keeping  of  full  300  prisoners. 
A  brick  wall,  14  feet  high,  extends  105  feet  beyond  the  wings, 
parallel  with  the  frout,  and  runs  thence  200  feet  in  the  rear  on 
each  side,  and  encloses  the  buildings  used  as  the  workshops  of 
the  male  convicts.  This  wall  is  surrounded  by  sentry  boxes  and 
a  sentry  walk,  which  commands  a  view  of  the  pntire  yard,  and 
of  all  the  doors  of  the  workshops,  and  is  traversed  by  an  armed 
sentry  from  daylight  until  sundown.  The  workshops  are  two  in 
number,  each  1 50  feet  long  by  28  feet  wide,  and  are  occupied  by 
the  male  convicts,  who  work  at  seating  oane  bottom  chairs.  The 
w|iole  establishment  is  warmed  by  hot  air  furnaces,  and  furnished 
with  a  copious  supply  of  water,  which  is  distributed,  both  hot 
and  cold,  tp  all  parts  of  the  prison. 
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The  dimensions  of  the  prison,  includiog  wall  and  yard,  are  460 
feet  front  and  rear,  and  250'  deep,  covering  an  area  of  nearlj 
three  acres.  All  the  bnildings  are  constructed  of  brick  and  stone, 
and  are  intended  to  be  fire  proof. 

I  also  avail  myself  of  the  same  sketch  for  an  account  of  the  in- 
ternal arrangement  of  the  prison. 

At  sunrise  the  ofBicers  are  all  assembled  in  the  hall  surround- 
iug  the  block  of  cells;  at  a  signal  every  door  is  unbarred,  unlock- 
ed and  thrown  open,  and  the  prisoners  step  out  into  the  gallery; 
at  another  signal  all  begin  to  descend  the  stairs  in  regular  order, 
and  take  their  places  on  the  broad  stone  floor  of  the  hall ;  at  the 
word  of  command  the  leader  of  the  file  folds  his  arms,  and  each 
other  man  places  his  right  hand  upon  the  right  shoulder  of  his 
fellow  preceding  him,  the  rank  then  close  up,  the  ofiGicer  gives 
the  word  '^  right  up,  forward,"  and  200  men  march  out  with  one 
tread,  and  take  their  places  in  the  workshops,  where  they  remain 
at  work  until  breakfast  time,  which  is  six  in  the  summer  and 
seven  in  the  winter.  In  the  mean  time  their  breakfast  has  been 
prepared  by  a  few  of  the  females,  and  distributed  by  a  few  of  the 
old  male  convicts,  who  are  either  too  infirm  or  too  slow  to  be  ad- 
vantageously employed  in  the  shops,  and  usually  consists 
of  bread,  rice,  corn,  beef  or  pork,  as  the  substantials,  and  tea  or 
coffee,  molasses,  pepper  and  salt  as  the  condiments.  The  same 
arrangements  obtain  relative  ,to  the  distribution  of  the  two  re- 
maining meals,  a  half  hour  being  devoted  to  each  of  the  three. 
At  sundown  some  animal  soup  is  added  to  the  morning  meal, 
and  corn,  mush  and  molasses,  or  rice  and  molasses,  form  the 
evening  meal  each  day. 

The  amount  of  labor  which  each  miEtn  can  perform  without 
taxing  his  powers  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce  absolute  fa- 
tigue, is  ascertained  as  soon  after  his  entry  into  the  prison  as  pee- 
sible,  and  ever  after  that,  during  the  remainder  of  his  sentence, 
the  same  amount  is  exacted  of  him. 

Each  cell  is  supplied  with  a  bible,  portions  of  which  are  read 
and  expounded  to  each  prisoner  in  person  by  the  chaplain  who 
visits  the  prison  daily.    On  the  sabbath  divine  servioe  is  held  in 
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the  chapel,  which  every  prisoner,  whose  health  will  permit,  at- 
tends. All  unite  in  the  psalms  and  hymns  and  give  a  due  and 
respectful  attention  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gtospel,  and  frequent- 
ly under  its  faithful  administration  by  the  esteemed  incumbent 
of  the  chaplaincy,  the  best  effects  are  witnessed.  The  subduing 
and  winning  influences  of  its  gracious  proclamations  of  forgive- 
ness even  to  the  chief  of  offenders  are  manifest  even  amid  these 
sons  of  crime. 

At  the  time  of  my  visitation  to  the  Penitentiary,  the  report  of 
the  inspectors  for  the  present  year  had  not  been  made.  It  may 
here  be  remarked,  that  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  Albany  and 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  are  by  law,  associated  for 
its  government. 

From  the  Report  for  the  year  1853,  I  will  give  the  following 
statistics : 

Nine  hundred  and  fifty  persons  were  committed  to  the  peniten- 
tiary during  that  year,  and  seven  hundred  and  six  were  dis- 
charged, leaving  in  confinement  at  its  close  244  prisoners,  of  whom 
67  were  females. 

Two  thirds  of  those  committed  were  of  foreign  birth.  The  com- 
mitments for  vagrancy  and  petit  larceny  have  diminished,  while 
those  for  assaults  and  disorderly  conduct  have  largely  increased. 
Among  the  whole  number  but  two  were  found  who  had  received 
anything  like  a  thorough  education — one  half  could  not  write^ 
and  more  than  one  third  could  neither  read  nor  write. 

Only  twenty-seven  professed  total  abstinence  principles.  The 
remainder  acknowledged  themselves  to  have  been  more  or  less 
intemperate. 

a 

One-fifth  were  about  the  age  of  manhood ;  one-half  were  over 
30 ;  one-quarter  over  40,  and  of  these  two-thirds  were  more  than 
50  years  of  age. 

The  average  number  in  confinement  throughout  the  year  was 
240,  of  whom  69  were  females.  The  greatest  number  of  priso- 
ners were  committed  during  the  summer  months.  The  least 
number  during  the  &11  and  winter  season.    For  the  last  three 
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yeafs,  the  commitments  during  the  tnotatfa  of  August  have  ex- 
ceeded those  of  any  month  in  the  year.  Throughout  August  the 
prison  had  300  inmates  daily. 

But  two  deaths  occurred,  and  those  early  io  the  year.  Among 
a  constantly  ayerage  population  of  240,  during  the  last  ten  months 
of  the  year,  not  a  single  death  occurred.  The  proportionate  mor- 
tality of  the  penitentiary  was  only  one  fourth  that  of  the  sur- 
rounding city  and  country. 

This  last  fact  lesuds  me  to  speak  of  one  feature  of  the  peaitea- 
tiary  under  Capt.  Pilsbury's  management,  which  impressed  me 
perhaps  more  than  any  other,  and  that  was  its  perfect  neatness 
and  cleanliness — the  influence  of  these  upon  the  health  (^  its  in* 
mates  is  abundantly  attested  by  the  remarkable  fact  of  its  almost 
entire  freedom  from  mortality  during  the  year  1853,  and  such  I 
am  informed  is  very  nearly  its  history  for  the  current  year. 

The  foregoing  statistics  in  reference  to  the  inmates  of  the  peni- 
tentiary, go  to  show  conclusively!  that  intemperance  and  igno; 
ranee  are  still  as  they  ever  have  been  the  fruitful  source  of  crim 
and  vagrancy,  and  that  we  can  never  expect  to  be  Iree  from  the 
blighting  influences  of  either  intemperance  or  ignorance  uiitil 
more  effective  measures  arei adopted  for  their  suppresdou. 

I  append  to  my  report  a  copy  of  the  rules,  regulations  and  by- 
laws for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  Penitentiary  which 
t  deem  worthy  of  publication  in  connection  herewith. 

I  would  merely  add  in  conclusion  that  the  Albany  Penitentiaiy 

■ 

is  not  only  a  self-supporting,  but  it  is  a  paying  institution,  it  hav- 
ing earned  over  and  above  supporting  itself,  during  the  year  1851| 
1852  and  1853,  more  than  six  thousand  dollars. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  DAVISON, 


ALBANY  COUNTY  PENITENTURY* 


RULES  AND  BT-LAWS 

J%f  the  govemmmtj  regtdaiion  and  discipline  of  the  Jllbany  Coiintff 
Penitentiary;  established  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  thk 
courUy  of  Albany^  and  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  thp  city  of  Air 
iany^  in  joint  meeting  assembled  on  the  26th  day  of  December^ 
1848  [under  and  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Jfew-York^  far  the  construction  of  a  penitentiary^  ^c,  in 
the  county  of  Albany^  passed  \Zth  of  April,  1844:).  His  Honor^ 
the  Mayor,  John  Taylor,  in  the  chair ^  and  the  Recorder,  Deodaiui 
Wright,  Secretary. 

The  principal  keeper,  or  mperiatendent  of  the  peQitentiary, 
•hall  have  the  entire  control  and  management  of  all  Its  ooncernfl, 
•object  to  the  authority  ^^blished  bj  law  and  the  rules  and  re- 
gidations  adopted  for  its  gov^nment.  It  shall  be  his  dutj  tb 
obey,  and  carry  out,  all  written  orders  and  inslruetiotis  that  he 
AbII  from  time  to  lime  receiye  from  the  proper  authorities,  tnA 
he  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  manner  in  which  the  saiA 
penitentiary  is  managed  and  conducted.  He  shall  reside  at  the 
penitentiary,  and  examine  daily  into  the  state  thereof,  visit  every 
l^partment,  and  see  every  prisoner  confined  therein,  as  often  as 
food  order  and  necessity  may  require.  He  shall  exercise  a  gen^ 
ral  supervision  and  direction,  ia  regard  to  the  discipline  and 
police  of  the  prison,  and  to  Uie  business  conoeras  thereof,  shall 
make  all  purchases  for  the  support  of  the  prison^s  and  ptoiptft 
Bianagement  of  the  institution,  and  shall  superintend  all  the  busi- 
nees  carrted  on,  and  labor  doM,  in  and  upon  the  buildings  or 
laod  belonging  to  or  ocanected  with  the  institution. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  to  select  and  employ 
one  person  who  shall  be  styled  deputy  keeper,  who  shall  be  his 
principal  assistant,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  superintendent^ 


'      160  [AltSBMBLf 

clothed  with,  and  exercise  all  his  powers,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
discipline  of  the  penitentiary  and  the  safe  keeping  of  the  prisoners. 
He  shall  also  nominate  (to  be  approved  of,  or  appointed  by  the 
board  of  inspectors,)  one  overseer,  or  assistant  keeper,  to  each 
branch  of  business  carried  on,  and  such  number  of  persons  tea 
watchmen  or  guards  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
and  for  guarding  the  penitentiary,  to  hold  their  respective  places 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Superintendent.  Such  assistants  and 
guards  shall  be  under  the  government  of  the  superintendent,  and 
subject  to  his  orders,  who  shall  oversee  and  direct  them  in  their 
several  duties,  and  shall  make  such  rules  for  their  government, 
and  for  the  government  of  spectators  and  others  who  may  be  ad- 
mitted within  the  prison  or  yards,  or  who  may  be  found  lurking 
or  loitering  without,  upon  the  lands  belonging  to  the  establish- 
ment, as  circumstances  may  require,  provided  they  are  not  in- 
compatible wiih  the  laws  of  the  State,  or  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions adopted  for  the  general  government  of  the  penitentiary. 

It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  to  cause  the 
books  of  the  penitentiary  to  be  so  kept  as  clearly  to  exhibit  the  . 
state  of  the  prisoners,  the  number  received  and  discharged,  the 
number  employed  in  grading  and  cultivating  the  land  and  other 
out  door  work,  and  the  number  employed  in  each  branch  of  bofli- 
ness  carried  on,  with  their  earnings,  together  with  the  expend!* 
tures  of  each  branch  or  department;  and  he  shall  make  out  a 
quarterly  cash  account,  in  which  he  shall  specify  minutely,  the 
persons  to  whom,  or  from  whom,  moneys  have  been  paid  or  re- 
ceived, and  for  what  purpose,  with  an  abstract  of  vouchers  for  all 
ei^penditures,  which,  with  the  vouchers,  he  shall  prepare  and  lay 
before  the  Inspectors,  for  them  to  examine  and  audit  at  their 
quarterly  meeting  at  the  end  of  every  three  months  at  the  peni- 
tentiary.  And  the  superintendent  may,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  draw  on  the  county  treasurer  from  time  to  time  for  sueh 
gums  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  institn-  * 
tion,  and  for  its  necessary  maintenance  and  repairs ;  said  drafts 
to  be  approved  of  and  countersigned  by  the  Inspectors,  or  by  a 
majority  of  them ;  and  the  county  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized 
and  directed  to  pay  such  drafts,  so  countersigned,  whenever  the 
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same  are  presented.  He  shall  close  his  accounts  and  books  of 
the  penitentiary^  and  balance  the  same  on  the  last  day  of  October 
in  each  year,  and  render  a  report  exhibiting  a  comprehensive 
view  of  all  the  transactions  of  the  penitentiary  daring  the  prece- 
ding year,  showing  the  amount  of  labor  performed,  and  the  earn- 
ings and  expenditures  of  each  branch  of  labor  at  which  the  pri- 
soners may  have  been  employed,  together  with  the  profit  or.  loss 
aceruing  or  resulting  from  the  same. 

He  will  also  see  that  the  prisoners  are  treated  with  humanity, 
that  the  sick  and  complaining  have  proper  medical  and  other  at- 
tendance, and  that  they  are  supplied  with  such  food  and  medicines 
as  may  be  prescribed  and  necessary. 

All  prisoners  received  by  the  principal  keeper^  or  superinten- 
dent of  the  penitentiary,  diall  be  safely  kept  for  the  term  for 
which  they  may  be  sentenced  to  confinement,  and  shall  be  em* 
ployed  in  the  grading,  cultivation,  and  proper  management  of  the 
land  belonging  to  the  institution,  or  at  any  other  work  which  the 
Inspectors  shall  direct  for  the  proper  maintenance  and  best  inter- 
ests of  the  establishment. « 

The  clothing  of  the  prisoners,  on  their  reception  into  the  peni- 
tentiary, shall  be  taken  from  them,  and  (if  worth  preserving)  re- 
stored to  them  on  their  discharge.  On  their  entrance  into  the 
establishment  they  are  to  be  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  clothed  in 
the  prison  dress,  which  will  be,  for  males,  a  Jacket,  vest  and  panta- 
loons, made  of  coarse  cloth,  with  a  cap  of  the  same  material ; 
they  are  also  to  have  woolen  socks,  with  coarse  leather  shoes ; 
their  shirts  shall  be  made  from  stout  cotton  cloth,  and  changed 
once  a  week.  For  females,  a  checked  linsey  flrock  and  skirt, 
cotton  cheek  apron  and  neckerchief,  shoes  and  stockings,  and  the 
usual  under  clothes.  Each  prisoner  shall  have  an  iron-frame 
bedstead  with  iron  sacking  bottom,  straw  mattrass  and  pilloW| 
(and  in  winter  one  comforter)  and  two  blankets,  one  night  bucket, 
one  water  can  and  one  spoon,  knife  and  fork.  The  corridors  of 
the  prison  shall  be  sufficiently  warmed  in  cold  weather  with  pro- 
per fires.  Each  prisoner  on  his  or  her  discharge  (if  they  have 
no  clothes  to  be  returned  to  them)  shall,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
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auperintendent,  be  furnished  with  a  cheap  laborer's  dress,  and 
with  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  dollar,  to  enable  him  or 
her  ip  find  worlc  for  his  or  her  support. 

The  prisoners,  after  receiving  their  rations,  shall  eat  in  their 
cells,  and  observe  such  rules,  in  relation  thereto,  as  shall  be  di- 
rected bj  the  superintendent 

The  rations  or  daily  subsistence  of  the  prisoners  shall  consist 
of  one  pound  of  salt  or  corned  beef,  four  days,  three-fourths  of  t 
pound  of  salt  pork,  or  three-fourths  of  a  pound  of  salt  fish  one 
day,  and  one  pound  of  fresh  meat,  made  into  soup,  two  days  in 
each  week.  One  pound  of  bread,  made  of  good  wheat  middlings, 
for  breakfast  and  dinner  each  day,  and  one-third  of  a  pound  of 
corn  meal,  made  into  mush,  with  half  a  gill  of  molasses,  for  sup- 
per ;  there  shall  be  four  bushels  of  potatoes,  carrots  or  turnips, 
for  every  one  hundred  rations,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  salt, 
pepper  and  vinegar,  with  such  alterations  from  time  to  time  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  and  approved  of  by  the  Inspectors. 

The  prisoners  shall  be  required  to  labor  diligently  the  whole 
time  they  shall  be  out  of  their  cells,  and  in  going  to  and  from 
their  cells  they  shall  observe  such  order  as  may  be  directed  by 
the  sui^erintendent;  they  shall  be  required  to  communicate  with 
their  keepers  in  a  respectful  manner,  and  with  the  greatest  brevity; 
they  are  not  to  converse  with  each  other,  or  to  be  allowed  to  hold 
intercourse  with  any  person  not  belonging  to  the  institution,  un- 
less by  permission  and  in  the  presence  of  the  superintendent  or 
his  deputy ;  they  must  conduct  themselves  with  perfect  order, 
and  in  strict  compliance  with  the  directions  of  their  officers. 
Silencej  order  and  regularity  must  reign;  they  must  be  industri- 
ous, submissive,  obedient,  and  labor  diligently  in  silence.  In 
their  cells  they  must  also  be  silent,  speaking  to  no  person  except 
in  the  event  of  sickness,  in  which  case  they  can  make  it  known 
to  the  officer  on  duty.  The  officers  are  not  to  treat  the  prisoners 
with  harshness  or  anger,  but  while  a  spirit  of  mildness  is  to  pre- 
vail, they  are  nevertheless  expected  to  be  firm  and  consistent  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
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Each  prisoner  shall  have  a  Bible  and  Hymn-book  in  his  cell, 
and  such  other  books,  or  tracts,  as  may  be  furnished  for  their 
use,  and  they  will  be  required  to  attend  service  in  the  chapel 
every  Sabbath,  and  also  such  other  religious  and  moral  instruc- 
tion as  may  be  provided  for  them ;  at  all  other  times  during  that 
day  they  shall  remain  in  their  cells. 

The  chaplain  to  the  penitentiary  shall  have  the  privilege,  and 
it  shall  be  his  duty  to  visit  at  any  and  at  all  times  the  male  pri- 
soners when  in  their  cells,  or  in  the  hospital,  to  instruct  and  teach 
those  that  cannot  read,  and  to  administer  to  all  such  advice,  in- 
struction, and  consolation  as  he  may  deem  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote their  reformation ;  and  at  all  proper  times  he  shall  endeavor 
to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  justice  of  their  punishment,  and 
the  necessity  of  a  strict  compliance,  on  their  part,  with  the  rules 
of  the  establishment. 

He  shall  attend  and  perform  such  service  in  the  chapel  on 
every  sabbath  day,  at  such  hour  or  hours  as  shall  be  designated 
by  the  Superintendent,  with  the  prisoners,  male  and  female,  who 
shall  be  assembled  for  that  purpose. 

He  shall  not  furnish  the  prisoners  with  any  information  or  in- 
telligence la  relation  to  secular  matters,  except  by  permiss^n  of 
the  Superintendent;  nor  shall  behave  any  other  intercourse  with 
the  prisoners,  than  such  as  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  in  teach- 
ing them  to  read,  and  imparting  such  moral  and  religious  instruc- 
tion as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  promote  their  subordination, 
reformation  and  spiritual  welfare:  nevertheless,  he  shall  endeavor 
to  learn,  in  visiting  the  prisoners  in  their  cells,  so  much  of  their 
past  history  and  present  views  and  feelings,  as  will  enable  him  to 
adapt  his  instructions  and  reproofs  directly  to  their  individual 
cases  and  circumstances.  He  will  keep  in  mind,  that  by  visiting 
the  prisoners  in  the  solitude  of  their  cells,  by  personally  teach- 
ing the  illiterate,  and  by  explaining  to  all,  individually,  their 
moral  and  religious  duties  and  obligations,  he  will  confer  upon 
them  benefits  far  greater  than  any  which  can  alone  be  received  by 
them,  from  his  labors  and  services,  while  they  are  congregated 
tot  the  customary  public  worship,  on  the  sabbath. 
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He  shall  not  receive  from,  or  confer  any  pifeaent  npon  the  pri- 
soners ;  nor  shall  he  have  any  dealings  with  them,  nor  shall  he 
take  to  them  or  convej  from  them,  any  letters  from  or  to  their 
friends,  or  others;  nor  write,  or  otherwise  become  the  medium  of 
eommunicaticn  between  them  and  their  friends,  or  oth^s  without 
the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Snperii^ndent. 

He  shall  in  all  cases  conform  to  the  general  rules  and  regula- 
tions adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Penitentiary ;  and  it  shall 
be  his  duty,  annually,  to  render  a  report  to  the  Inspectors  of  his 
proceedings  for  the  year,  with  such  remarks  and  suggestions  in 
relation  to  the  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  condition  of  the 
prisoners,  as  he  may  deem  important  or  necessary.  Sectarian  pre- 
ferences in  matters  of  religious  belief  are  disclaimed.  If  any 
prisoner  desires  communication  with  the  minister  or  instmotor  of 
his  particular  faith,  on  proper  application  to  the  Saperintendenti 
and  at  his  discretion,  it  shall  be  allowed,  under  and  in  conformity 
with  the  general  regulations  of  the  Penitentiary.  But  such  min- 
ister, or  instructor,  on  such  occasions,  must  in  all  things  conform 
to  the  rules  and  restrictions  laid  down  and  enacted,  as  the  duty 
of  the  Chaplain ;  any  infringement,  or  departure  from  which,  will 
debar  him  from  future  intercourse  with  the  prisoners. 

• 

7%e  Physician  shall  visit  the  Penitentiary  at  least  every  other 
day,  and  personally  examine  every  sick  and  complaining  prisoner 
that  may  be  reported  to  him  as  such,  or  whom  he  may  find  in  the 
cells  or  hospital ;  and  shall  prescribe  such  medical  treatment  as 
their  cases  require.  He  shall  also  visit  the  Institution  daily,  or 
oftener,  when  the  condition  of  the  sick  require  it ;  and  when  sent 
for,  shall  at  all  times  repair  immediately  to  the  Penitentiary. 

He  shall  keep  a  book,  to  be  called  <<  Hospital  Register,"  in 
which  shall  be  entered  the  names  of  all  the  prisoners  sick  or  com- 
plaining, requiring  medical  treatment,  with  their  disease  and  his 
prescription  therefor.  When  a  prisoner  dies,  he  shall  record  the 
nature  of  the  complaint  and  all  the  circumstances  connected  there- 
with that  he  may  deem  proper  or  necessary. 

• 

He  shall  in  all  cases  direct  the  diet  to  be  prepared  for  the  sick, 
and  if  it  should  so  happen  that  the  direction  or  prescription  of 
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the  Physioiaa  should  nor  be  properly  attended  to,  he  shall  report 
the  same  to  the  Superintendent,  that  proper  measures  may  be  taken 
to  prevent  future  neglect  or  inattention. 

HtL^shall  at  the  close  of  each  year  make  out  and  ftimish  to  the 
Board  of  Inspectors  a  report,  or  statement,  showing  the  amount 
and  nature  ef  the  sickness  which  has  prevailed,  and  the  deaths 
that  have  occurred  during  the  year,  with  such  remarks  in  relation 
to  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  sick,  as  he  may  deem  neces^ 
sary  or  expedient.  He  shall  conform  to  the  general  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Penitentiary. 

There  shall  be  employed  by  the  Superintendent  a  Matron  and 
one  Assistant  Matron,  to  the  Female  Department,  who  shall  re- 
side at  the  Penitentiary,  and  attend  to  the  labor  and  conduct  of 
all  the  female  prisoners.  All  the  rules  and  regulations  required 
to  be  observed  and  enforced  by  the  subordinate  officers  having 
charge  of  the  male  prisoners,  as  are  applicable  to  the  females, 
shall  be  enforced  by  the  Matrons  under  and  by  direction  of  the 
Superintendent. 

The  Matron  shall  personally  superintend  the  cooking,  washing 
and  ironing  of  the  whole  establishment ;  also  the  weighing  and 
measuring  of  the  rations  for  the  day,  as  established  by  the  rules 
and  regulations.  And  it  shall  be  her  duty  to  attend  to  the  divi- 
sion of  the  daily  food  into  rations,  and  to  see  that  it  is  ready  and 
in  proper  order  to  be  served  to  the  prisoners  at  regular  meal  time* 

The  Matrons  shall  cause  the  cells,  kitchen,  workrooms,  and 
eveory  part  of  the  establishment  under  their  care,  to  exhibit  per- 
feet  neatness  and  order ,  and  at  all  times  to  be  ready  for  the  in^ 
spection  of  the  Superintendent,  Inspectors,  and  others  who  may 
visit  the  institution. 

It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Matrons  to  endeavor  to  teach 
those  who  are  unable  to  read,  and  to  administer  such  moral  and 
religious  advice  and  instruction  to  them,  as  shall  be  calculated  to 
promote  order,  decorum,  propriety  of  behavior,  and  reformation. 
They  shall  assemble  the  female  prisoners  in  the  chapel  every  Sab- 
bath day  for  divine  service  and  other  religious  instructions,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Matron  to  see  that  every  prisoner  under 
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her  care  is  furnished  with  a  Bible  and  Hymn-book,  and  such  other 
books  or  tracts  as  may  be  furnished  bj  the  Chaplain  or  Superin- 
tendent. 

For  any  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  prison  by  the  female  priso- 
ners, the  Matron  shall  confine  them  in  their  cells,  and  report  the 
offence  to  the'Superintendent,  that  he  may  give  her  such  instruc- 
tions in  regard  to  punishment,  or  correction,  as  the  nature  thereof 
may  require. 

The  Matron,  and  Assistant  Matron,  shall  each  keep  a  book,  con- 
taining the  names  of  all  the  females  under  their  charge,  with  a 
table  showing  every  day's  labor  performed,  and  also  the  articles 
made  and  work  done  for  the  Penitentiary  or  for  others,  which 
book  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Superintendent's  ofBlce  at  the  end 
of  every  month. 

• 

The  Superintendent  is  authorized  to  employ  and  permit  the 
use  of  weapons  by  the  keepers  or  guards  of  the  prisoners,  to  put 
down  insurrection  by  force,  and  to  prevent  escapes  at  aU  hazardg 
from  the  Penitentiary. 

The  object  of  this  Institution  being  to  effect  the  moral  reforma- 
tion of  the  culprit,  punishment  will  be  resorted  to  as  rarely  as  ne- 
cessity will  admit ;  the  rules  of  the  Prison  are  nevertheless  to  be 
preserved  and  maintained  inviolate,  and  all  infractions  thereof  or 
any  resistance  to  the  lawful  commands  and  authority  of  the  keep- 
ers, shall  subject  the  offender  to  solitary  confinement  in  a  dark- 
ened cell,  and  to  rations  of  bread  and  water,  (or  to  be  showered 
with  cold  water)  at  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent ;  no  such 
confinement,  however,  shall  exceed  ten  days  for  any  one  offence, 
and  in  every  doubtful  case  the  proper  medical  aothority  shall  be 
consulted. 

Three  Inspectors  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors, and  the  Mayor  and  Recorder,  in  joint  meeting  now  assembled 
according  to  law,  who  shall  have  the  supervision  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary J  one  of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  one  for  two 
years,  and  one  for  three  years,  from  the  first  day  of  March  next  as 
sbnU  be  designated ;  and  hereafter  there  shall  be  annually  ap- 
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the  Physician  should  nor  be  properly  attended  to,  he  shall  report 
the  same  to  the  Superintendent,  that  proper  measures  may  be  taken 
to  prevent  future  neglect  or  inattention. 

He^shall  at  the  close  of  each  year  make  out  and  ftimish  to  the 
Board  of  Inspeotora  a  report,  or  statement,  showing  the  amount 
and  nature  ef  the  sickness  which  has  prevailed,  and  the  deaths 
that  have  occurred  during  the  year,  with  such  remarks  in  relation 
to  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  sick,  as  he  may  deem  neces- 
sary or  expedient.  He  sliall  conform  to  the  general  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Penitentiary. 

There  shall  be  employed  by  the  Superintendent  a  Matron  and 
one  Assistant  Matron,  to  the  Female  Department,  who  shall  re- 
side at  the  Penitentiary,  and  attend  to  the  labor  and  conduct  of 
all  the  female  prisoners.  All  the  rules  and  regulations  required 
to  be  observed  and  enforced  by  the  subordinate  officers  having 
charge  of  the  male  prisoners,  as  are  applicable  to  the  females, 
shall  be  enforced  by  the  Matrons  under  and  by  direction  of  the 
Saperintendent. 

The  Matron  shall  personally  superintend  the  cooking,  washing 
and  ironing  of  the  whole  establishment ;  also  the  weighing  and 
measuring  of  the  rations  for  the  day,  as  established  by  the  rules 
and  regulations.  And  it  shall  be  her  duty  to  attend  to  the  divi- 
sion of  the  daily  food  into  rations,  and  to  see  that  it  is  ready  and 
in  proper  order  to  be  served  to  the  prisoners  at  regular  meal  time. 

The  Matrons  shall  cause  the  cells,  kitchen,  workrooms,  and 
eveory  part  of  the  establishment  under  their  care,  to  exhibit  pep- 
feet  neatness  and  order ,  and  at  all  times  to  be  ready  for  the  in^ 
spection  of  the  Superintendent,  Inspectors,  and  others  who  may 
visit  the  institution. 

It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Matrons  to  endeavor  to  teach 
those  who  are  unable  to  read,  and  to  administer  such  moral  and 
religious  advice  and  instruction  to  them,  as  shall  be  calculated  to 
promote  ordw,  decorum,  propriety  of  behavior,  and  reformation. 
They  shall  assemble  the  female  prisoners  in  the  chapel  every  Sab- 
bath day  for  divineservice  and  other  religious  instructions,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Matron  to  see  that  every  prisoner  under 
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spectors,  as  fhe  case  may  be,  shall  have  the  power  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy  or  vacancies  so  occasioned,  and  desi^ate  the  term  for 
which  he  is  or  they  are  to  serve ;  which  appointment  or  appoint- 
ments shall  remain  valid  until  the  joint  authorities  direct  other- 
wise. 

The  Inspectors  shall  receive  no  pecuniary  compensation^  for 
their  services  whatever.    It  shall  be  an  office  of  honor. 

The  general  features  of  the  system  established  for  the  discipline 
and  goveramenl  of  the  Penitentiary,  are  exhibited  in  the  foregoing 
rules  and  by-laws ;  but  the  details  and  routine  of  duties  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  subordinate  officers,  to  carry  &em  into  practi- 
cal eifect,  have  been  established  by  the  Sup^intendent  in  accord- 
ance with  that  system,  as  follows,  viz. : 

ROUTINE  OP  DUTIES 

Detailed  by  the  Superintendent ^  far  the  Instruction  and  Government 
of  the  Subordinate  Officers  of  the  Albany  County  Penitentiary^ 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  Rules  and  By-Laws^ 
adopted  by  the  Mayor ^  Recorder y  and  Board  of'Supervisorsj  in 
joint  meeting  assembled^  December  26M,  1848. 

DUTIES  OF  DSPUTT  KEEPER. 

The  Deputy  Keeper  will,  under  the  direction  <^  the  Superin- 
tendent, take  the  principal  charge  of  the  prisoners,  both  by  day 
and  by  night. 

He  must  see  that  the  assistant  Iceepers  perform  faithfully  the 
duties  assigned  to  them. 

He  must  be  present  at  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary ;  see  that  the  food  of  the  prisoners  is  properly  coolced  and  di- 
vided ;  attend  to  the  clothing  of  the  prisoners,  and  see  that  it  is 
whole  and  in  proper  order. 

He  must  also  assist  the  Superintendent  in  receiving  and  dis- 
diarging  prisoners,  and  keep  a  record  of  the  same. 

He  must  spend  the  whole  day  in  a  general  supervision  of  the 
assistants  and  prisoners ;  direct  them  in  their  duties  and  labors, 
and  report  to  the  Superintendent  all  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part 
of  any  of  the  assistants ;  receive  reportafrom  the  assistants,  of  all 
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pointed,  in  the  same  manner,  one  Inspector  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  three  years  from  the  first  day  of  March  then  next  ensu- 
ing.  Said  Inspectors,  now  first  appointed,  shall  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  their  office  immediately. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Inspectors  to  visit  the  Penitentiary 
jointly  at  least  four  times  in  each  year,  to  examine  and  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Superintendent,  to  inquire  into  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  government,  discipline  and^  police  of  the  prison, 
the  punishment  and  employments  of  the  prisoners,  and  to  make 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  they  may  deem  expedient  and  ne- 
cessary, provided,  hoAvever,  that  such  rules  and  regulations  shall 
not  conflict  with  the  laws  of  the  state,  or  with  the  general  rules 
and  regulations  now  adopted  by  this  Joint  meeting. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Inspectors  individually^  to  visit  the 
Penitentiary  once  in  each  month,  or  oftener,  as  they  deem  neces* 
sary  ;  to  diligently  examine  and  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the 
prison  and  prisoners  ;  each  Inspector  shall  keep  a  journal  of  his 
visits  and  proceedings,  and  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Inspectors 
at  their  next  joint  quarterly  meeting. 

the  Inspectors  shall  approve  of,  or  appoint,  on  the  nomination 
of  the  Superintendent,  all  the  subordinate  officers  employed  §t  the 
Penitentiary,  and  shall  fix  their  compensation.  They  shall  also 
appoint  a  Physician  and  Chaplain,  and  prescribe  their  payment, 
who  shall  hold  their  offices  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Inspectors. 

The  Inspectors  shall  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember, render  a  report  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  >nd  Mayor 
and  Recorder,  in  joint  meeting  [assembled,  showing  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  Penitentiary,  and  the  prisoners  confined  therein, 
the  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  treasury  and  otherwise  re- 
ceived and  expended ;  together  with  all  the  transactions  of  the 
Penitentiary  during  the  year  preceding.  The  Inspectors  may  also 
communicate,  in  the  same  manner,  with  the  authorities  aforesaid, 
at  any  other  time  and  on  any  subject  connected  with  the  Peniten- 
tiary, whenever  they  deem  it  to  be  necessary. 

In  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  refusal  to  serve,  of  any  one 
or  two,  of  the  Inspectors  appointed,  the  remaining  one  or  two  In- 
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their  complaint,  and  shall  spend  his  whole  time  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  foregoing  duties,  unless  otherwise  directed,  in  which 
case  he  shall  perform  all  and  every  other  duty  or  service,  as  may 
be  directed  by  the  Superintendent. 

DUTIES    OF   THE   CLEBK. 

The  officer  who  shall  act  as  Clerk,  will  assist  the  Superintend- 
ent in  keeping  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Penitentiary.  He 
shall  register  all  prisoners  when  received,  and  enter  their  dis- 
charge when  released  from  confinement,  and  do  all  other  writing 
that  may  be  required  of  him. 

He  will  also  assist  the  Superintendent  in  the  purchase  of  sup- 
plies,  &c.,  as  he  may  be  directed,  and  when  not  thus  employed, 
he  will  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by 
the  Superintendent  or  his  Deputy. 

He  will  generally  attend  to  showing  and  conducting  strangers 
and  others  who  may  visit  the  Institution,  through  the  establish- 
ment. 

DUTIES   OF   ASSISTANT   KEEPERS   AND   WATCHMEN. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assistants  and  guard  to  be  at  the 
Penitentiary  during  the  whole  time,  day  and  night,  unless  they 
have  leave  of  absence ;  to  be  vigilant  and  active  in  the  perform- 
ance of  all  duties  and  services  for  the  safety  and  security  of  the 
prisoners  and  Penitentiary,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent or  his  Deputy. 

They  shall  refrain  from  all  immoderate  and  boisterous  conduct, 
conversation  or  discussions  upon  any  subject,  whUe  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  prisoners. 

They  shall  maintain  towards  each  other  and  all  persons  visit- 
ing the  Institution,  a  gentlemanly  deportment. 

They  are  not  to  leave  their  shops  or  other  jposts  on  any  pretext, 
without  being  relieved. 

They  will  not  suffer  a  prisoner  to  pass  the  prescribed  limits, 
except  in  charge  of  a  proper  officer ;  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to 
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diaobedience  or  yiolation  of  the  rules^  and  report  the  same  to  the 
Saperintendent ;  and  in  his  absence,  the  Deputy  has  the  power  and 
authority  that  is  conferred  upon  the  Superintendent,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  discipline  of  the  Prison  and  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
prisoners. 

The  Deputy  Keeper  will  at  all  times  have  a  superintending  care 
over  all  the  affiiirs  of  the  Penitentiary,  and  especially  of  its  po- 
lice, and  will  be  held  responsible  to  the  Superintendent  that  his 
orders  and  directions  are  strictly  and  promptly  observed ;  and  to 
tills  end  he  must  be  always  present  at  the  Penitentiary,  by  day 
and  by  night,  that  he  may  be  able,  during  the  evening  and  night, 
to  see  that  all  is  safe*  and  that  the  assistant  or  guard  on  night 
duty  is  vigilant  and  faithful. 

He  shall  see  that  persons  visiting  the  prison,  are  treated  with 
attention  and  politeness,  and  that  they  aw  admitted  and  conduct^ 
ed  through  the  several  departments  at  all  proper  times.  * 

Visitors  will  be  charged  12^  cents  for  admission. 

It  shall  be  his  duty  generally,  to  see  that  the  whole  establish- 
ment exhibits  throughout,  neatness,  good  order,  and  cleanliness* 

He  shall  every  afternoon  cause  to  be  examined,  the  blankets, 
beds,  furniture,  locks,  doors,  and  the  cells  generally,  to  see  that 
they  are  not  injured,  by  any  attempt  to  escape  fVom  the  cells,  and 
whenever  he  discovers  any  thing  wrong,  he  shall  take  down  the 
number  of  the  cell  with  the  offence  committed,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  Superintendent  immediately. 

He  shall  also  attend  upon  the  Physician,  at  hi»  regular  visits 
to  the  Prison,  shall  take  him  to*  see  every  prisoner  who  may  be 
sick  or  complaining  in  the  cells  or  hospital;  shall  send  to  tiie 
several  shops  for  all  who  may  have  reported  themselves  as  ill ; 
and  he  shall  also  attend  personally  to  the  directions  and  pres- 
criptions of  the  Physician,  and  see  that  they  are  duly  observed 
and  administered. 

He  shall  also  report  to  the  Superintendent  before  9  o'eloofc 
^very  morning,  the  names  of  any  convicts  remaining  in  their  cellSi 
with  the  number  of- the  cell  opposite  each  name,  together  with 
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the  night,  to  keep  moyiog  round  the  block  of  cells,  with  socks 
on,  in  a  silent  manner,  that  he  may  be  able  to  detect  any  unne- 
cessary noise.  And  it  is  again  strictly  enjoined  upon  him  not  to 
hold  the  least  conversation  with  the  prisoners,  or  to  suffer  them 
to  speak  to  him,  except  to  make  known  their  immediate  neces- 
sary wants,  and  to  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  suppress  noise  of 
any  Idnd,  and  to  report  to  the  superintendent  or  deputy  any  vio- 
lation of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  penitentiary  by  the  pri- 
soners while  in  their  cells. 

They  shall  not,  while  on  duty  in  the  shops,  on  the  wall,  or 
any  other  post,  on  any  pretext  whatever,  sit  down,  but  be  conr 
stantly  on  their  feet  and  strictly  and  vigilantly  observant  of  the 
prisoners,  and  not  for  a  moment  have  their  attention  abstracted 
from  the  object  of  their  charge,  but  be  in  readiness  at  all  times 
for  any  exigency. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  each  assistant  and  guard  to  perform  his 
night  tour  as  he  may  be  directed  from  time  to  time  by  the  super- 
intendent. 

No  assistant  or  guard  will  be  allowed  to  leave  the  premises  at 
any  time  without  permission  of  the  superintendent,  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, of  the  deputy  keeper. 

Spirituous  liq[uors  shall  in  no  case  be  brought  to  or  used  upon 
the  premises  by  any  assistant  or  person  while  employed  at  the 
penitentiary. 

The  hours  of  labor  for  the  prisoners  will  vary  according  to  the 
season  of  the  year.  In  the  summer,  or  long  days,  the  cells  will 
be  unlocked  and  the  prisoners  set  at  work  at  sunrise,  they  will 
cease  labor  and  return  to  their  cells  at  6  o'clock  P.  M. 

In  the  winter,  or  short  days,  the  hours  will  be  so  arranged  as 
to  embrace  all  the  daylight. 

DUTIES   OF  ilATRON  AND  ASSISTANT. 

The  matron  and  assistant  will  have  the  charge  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  female  department.  The  cells  of  those  employed  in  cook- 
ing wm  be  unlocked  by  the  matron  at  4  o'clock  A.  M.  In  summer, 
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keep  their  arms  and  weapons  clean  and  in  order,  ready  at  all 
times  for  use ;  and  they  are  constantly  to  keep  in  mind  that  it  is 
required  of  them,  at  all  hazards,  to  prevent  any  prisoner  from 
making  his  escape. 

They  are  not  to  hold  any  conversation  with  a  prisoner,  except 
to  direct  him  in  his  labor  and  duty ;  nor  shall  they  receive  from 
or  deliver  to  a  prisoner  aDy  article  or  thing  whatever,  without  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Superintendent  or  his  Deputy. 

They  shall  keep  a  list  of  the  men  under  their  charge,  with  the 
number  of  the  cell  each  prisoner  occupies  opposite  his  name ; 
and  upon  locking  up,  morning,  noon,  and  night,  shall  note  the 
abscDce  of  any  prisoner  from  his  cell,  and  immediately  report  the 
same  to  the  Superintendent  or  his  Deputy. 

They  shall  march  their  men  to  and  from  their  cells  in  close 
order,  taking  the  lock  step,  and  shall  use  their  utmost  endeavors 
to  enforce  perfect  non-intercourse  and  obedience  to  all  the  rules 
and  regulations  necessary  for  their  government. 

They  shall  require  from  the  prisoners  an  uniform,  sober,  order- 
ly and  humble  deportment. 

It  shall  be  their  duty  to  instruct  them  in  their  labor  and  in  the 
rules  necessary  for  their  government,  and  they  shall  admonish 
them  upon  the  least  appearance  of  insubordination,  and  report 
them  for  correction  to  the  superintendent  or  his  deputy  when- 
ever they  shall  refuse  to  obey  orders  or  neglect  their  duty. 

They  shall  not  allow  the  prisoners  to  make  any  inquiries  rela- 
tive to  any  subject  not  immediately  connected  with  their  duty, 
employment  or  wants. 

They  shall  not  allow  the  prisoners  to  speak  to  or  hold  any  con- 
versation with  each  other,  or  to  leave  their  work  without  per- 
mission; nor  shall  they  allow  them  to  speak  to  or  gaze  at  visitors, 
but  see  that  they  are  constantly  employed  and  that  they  labor 
diligently  in  order  and  in  silence. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  guard  having  charge  of  the  hall 
while  the  prisoners  are  in  their  cells,  either  at  meal  time  or  during 
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eellSj  and  be  immediately  locked  up.  Each  officer  will  then  re- 
port the  number  of  men  in  his  charge  to  the  deputy  keeper,  who 
on  finding  it  right,  will  give  the  signal,  and  the  watchmen  will 
then  leave  the  wall  and  repair  to  the  guard  room ;  all  the  officers 
will  then  go  to  their  meal,  except  one  in  the  hall  and  one  in  the 
guard  room,  who  will  be  relieved  in  turn.  From  half  to  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  will  be  allowed,  when  they  will  be  again 
marched  to  their  work,  and  there  remain  till  12  o'clock;  the  sig- 
nal will  tben  be  given  for  dinner,  and  they  will  again  be  marched 
in  line,  and  in  the  same  manner,  into  and  around  the  hall  to  their 
cells,  the  same  as  at  breakfast.  Time  allowed  for  dinner  in  sum- 
mer one  hour.  At  1  o'clock  they  will  be  marched  to  their  shops^ 
and  work  till  6  P.  M.,  when  they  will  again  form  a  line  in  rear 
of  their  buckets,  and  the  word  given  by  the  deputy  keeper  as  in 
the  morning  and  at  noon. 

The  officer  then  in  the  hall  will  at  a  proper  time  light  up,  ex- 
amine each  lock  and  door,  count  the  prisoners,  and  report  the 
number  to  the  superintendent  or  deputy.  At  hali-past  7  the 
signal  will  be  given,  and  each  prisoner  will  retire  to  bed ;  the 
officer  on  duty  will  again  examine  the  doors  and  see  that  all  are 
abed.  He  will  be  relieved  by  the  watchman  or  assistant,  who 
takes  what  is  called  the  middle  tour,  the  watchman  taking  the 
morning  tour,  or  from  half-past  2  till  light,  relieves  him.  The 
above  officers  will  be  required,  while  doing  duty  in  the  hall,  to  be 
constantly  moving  around  the  cells  and  upon  the  galleries,  to  see 
that  all  is  quiet  and  in  good  order.  If  any  sickness  or  disorder 
takes  place,  he  will  call  the  watchman  in  the  guard  room,  who 
will  acquaint  the  deputy  keeper,  who  will  immediately  repair  to 
the  hall,  and.  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  relief  of  the 
sick  or  the  suppression  of  disorder. 

The  deputy  keeper  will  spend  the  whole  day  in  visiting  the 
several  shops  and  departments,  see  that  every  officer  performs 
his  duty,  attend  to  the  wants  and  complaints  of  the  prisoners, 
and  have  a  constant  supervision  of  all  the  internal  affiurs  of  the 
prison. 

AMOS  PILSBURY, 
Superintendent  Mhany  Penitentiary. 
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and  at  5  o'clock  during  the  rest  of  the  year;  they  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  cooking  and  washing,  under  the  constant  and  immedi- 
ate  sujftryision  and  direction  of  the  nuttron. 

The  asristant  matron  will  have  diarge  of  the  female  prisoners 
employed  in  the  work-room  in  making  and  mending  clothes  tot 
prison  use,  and  other  work,  who  will  be  taken  from  their  cells 
when  sufficiently  light  for  them  to  labor. 

All  the  rules  and  regulations  required  to  be  observed  and  en* 
forced  by  the  subordinate  olBGicers  having  charge  of  the  male  pri- 
soners, as  are  applicable  to  the  females,  shall  apply  to  and  be 
observed  by  the  matron  and  assistant,  as  far  as  the  same  is  prao* 
tieable. 

The  duties  of  matron  and  assistant  may  be  found  more  in  de- 
tail in  the  general  rules  and  by-laws  established  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  penitentiary. 

DAILY   ROUTINE  OF  DUTIES. 

At  daylight  a  small  bell  will  be  rung  for  the  male  prisoners  to 
rise,  dress,  put  up  their  bedstead,  bed  and  bedding,  and  for  the 
officers,  who  will  immediately  repair  to  the  guard  room.  When 
it  is  sufficiently  light  the  deputy  keeper  will  give  the  signal  for 
manning  the  walls,  and  the  assistants  will  take  the  keys,  go  to 
their  several  divisions,  and  await  the  signal,  upon  hearing  which 
they  will  unlock  the  cell  doors,  and  march  their  men  with  the 
lock- step  to  their  respective  shops,  and  other  places  of  labor. 
The  prisoners  will  immediately  commence  work,  and  also  begin 
at  a  given  point  in  the  shops  to  wash,  which  each  man  will  do  in 
regular  order  before  the  break£Bist  hour. 

At  7  o'clock  the  bell  will  be  rung  fbr  breakfkst,  the  prisoners 
will  stop  work,  form  into  a  line  in  their  shops,  and  await  the 
signal  of  the  bell,  when  they  will  be  marked  into  the  prisw 
yard,  and  form  a  line  in  rear  of  their  buckets.  At  the  word  rights 
each  man  will  turn  to  the  right;  at  the  word  tip,  each  man  will 
take  his  bucket  upon  his  left  arm,  they  will  then  form  into  seo* 
tions  in  close  order,  as  marched  from  the  shops ;  at  the  word /or- 
toardj  they  will  march  fai  the  same  manner  to  the  hall  and  to  their 


18.  How  much  paid  for  ttitions  ?    |6661.79. 

19.  How  much  for  clothing  and  bedding  1    $720.18. 

20.  How  much  for  tobacco  ?    About  tlOO. 

21.  How  much  for  salaries'?  t^^lOO,  (besides  the  salary  of  Su- 
perintendent, which  is  $2,000.) 

22.  How  much  for  guard  1    (Included  in  above  salaries.) 

23.  How  much  for  building  materials? 

.    24.  How  much  for  materials  for  manufkcturing^^lstlnguishing 
different  kinds  ? 

25.  How  much  for  medicines  *?    Included  In  Physicians'  salary. 

26.  How  much  for  bedding  1  Included  in  clothing  account 
above. 

27.  How  much  for  fuel  ?    About  $1200. 

RECEIPTS. 

28.  What  are  the  entire  annual  receipts?  |16|S00.42,  for  the 
year  ending  Oct.  31, 1854. 

PARDONS. 

28.  What  the  number  of  convicts  pardoned  during  the  year  ? 
19. 

30.  How  many  white  ?    All. 

31.  How  many  black  1    None. 

32.  How  many  of  each  sex  ? 

33.  What  the  term  tot  which  each  prisoner  pardoned,  was 
cfnnmitted,  the  crime,  length  of  actual  confinement,  and  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  was  pardoned  ? 

DEATHS. 

84.  How  many  deaths  during  the  year?    Three. 

35.  How  many  of  each  sex  ?    All  males. 

36.  How  many  of  each  color  ?    All  white. 

37.  How  many  deaUis  of  each  disease  ?  One  general  debility, 
one  inflammatory  rheumatism,  one  suidde. 

38.  How  many  entered  diseased  1    Two. 

89.  What  were  the  diseases  with  which  they  entered  ?    Grener- 
al  debility,  venereal,  etc. 
40.  Did  the  same  disease  produce  their  death  ?    It  did. 
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SUBJECTS  OF  XVQXJIAT   IN  THS  KZAUXKATlOn  OF  PRISONS. 

jY.  jB. — In  examining  a  County  Prison^  the  condition  of  the  buildr 
ingj  with  reference  to  the  ground  on  which  it  stands j  and  other  ex^ 
temal  circumstances  affecting  the  health  of  its  inmates;  its  position 
as  to  adjacent  buildings;  the  materials  of  iphich  it  is  constructed^ 
and  those  also  of  the  cells;  and  the  whole  of  the  occupancy  of  the 
buUdingy  shoula  all  be  carefully  noted.  A  plan  of  the  building  and 
groundsy  is  also  desirable. 

1 .  What  is  the  average  number  of  prisoners  1  Daring  the  year, 
309,  (for  year  ending  Oct.  31st,  1854.) 

2.  How  many  white  males  1    143. 

3.  How  many  colored  males  ?    8. 

4.  How  many  white  females  1    53. 

5.  How  many  colored  females  1    5. 

6.  How  many  committed  more  than  once?  206  during  the 
year. 

7.  For  what  periods  previously  committed  ? 

8.  How  many  blacks  re-committed  ? 

9.  How  many  whites  re-committed  1 

10.  How  many  commitments  of  black  and  white  males  and  fe- 
males during  the  year  ?— distinguishing  each.  487  white  males, 
26  black  males,  1 52  white  females,  7  black  females. 

EMPLOYMENT. 

1 1 .  What  number  of  prisoners  is  engaged  in  each  particular 
trade  or  employment?  121  chair  seating,  60  saddlery  hardware, 
12  grading  lands,  37  waiters,  barber,  cooking,  washing,  sewing' 
etc. 

12.  What  are  the  gross  proceeds  of  each  particular  trade  or 
employment  ?    Will  send  you  our  report  when  printed. 

13.  What  are  the  net  proceeds?  $1645,22  (balance  or  profit) 
for  year  ending  Oct.  1854. 

EXPENDITURES. 

14.  What  is  the  entire  annual  expense  of  the  institution  1 
$14755.20  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  30, 1854. 

15.  What  thecost  of  ordinary  repairs  ?    $166.31. 

16.  What  the  cost  of  extraordinary  repairs  ?  $1034.72  (inclu- 
ded in  expenditures  for  year.) 

17.  What  the  cost  of  new  erectiona  ) 
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67.  What  otlter  pnnishmentfl  are  inftieted  1    No  other. 

58.  By  whom  are  ponishments  directed  1    The  Superintend* 

cut. 

59.  Has  each  keeper  a  discretionary  power  to  inflict  punish- 
ment, and  if  not,  hoW  is  his  discretion  limited  1  They  have  not^ 
they  most  report  any  misdemeanor  to  the  Superintendent  or  his 
Deputy,  and  they  inflict  such  punishment  as  they  think  proper. 

60.  What  has  been  the  usual  efiie^ct  of  punishment  on  those  who 
have  been  subjected  to  it  ?  Good.  Very  seldom  that  we  ever 
have  to  punish  a  prisoner  a  second  or  third  time. 

61.  How  many  stripes  inflicted  each  month? 

EDUCATION  Aim  CIVIL  CONDITIOV. 

62.  How  many  could  only  read  on  entering?    143. 

63.  How  many  could  read  and  write  1  How  many  neither? 
806  read  and  write,  223  neither. 

64.  How  many  had  a  common  education  ? 

65.  How  many  well  educated  1    Very  few. 

66.  Is  there  any  priwision  for  daily  instruction  1  Not  any,  ex- 
cept what  instruction  they  receive  firom  the  chaplain  in  his  visit» 
to  them  in  their  cells. 

67.  Is  there  a  choir  in  the  prison?    There  is. 

68.  Is  thpre  a  library  for  the  prisoners  ?  Tes,  (a  small  one  of 
a  few  books.) 

69.  How  many  had  father  only  T| 

70.  How  many  had  mother  only  ? 

71.  How  many  had  both  parents  t 

72.  How  many  religiously  educated  1 

73.  How  many  were  intemperate  ?    634. 

74.  How  many  were  temperate  ?    38. 

75.  How  many  were  married  ?    287. 

76.  How  many  were  single  ?    385. 

77.  How  many  with  families  1 

78.  How  many  Americans  1    257. 

79.  How  many  foreigners  I  DistinguishiDg  Irish,  German  and 
other  nations.  13  Scotch,  3  French,  2  Welch,  1  Portuguese,  2 
£^>ain,  257  Irish,  29  Germans,  24  English,  20  Canadians. 

80.  At  what  age  was  the  first  offenee  committed  I 
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41.  What  was  the  term  fbr  which  each  eomrict  dying  was  «oii- 
Tictedy  and  the  length  of  time  in  prison  1  2  for  6  months,  one 
was  here  5  months  and  29  days,  one  six  weeks  and  the  other  who 
was  sentenced  for  2  months  cut  his  throat  when  his  time  was  half 
expired,  insane. 

CELLS. 

42.  What  is  the  average  temperature  of  the  cells  in  wlnteri  ahd 
what  in  summer  1 

43.  What  are  the  dimensions  of  the  cells?  7  by  4  and  7  feet 
high. 

44.  Are  they  well  lighted  and  ventilated  ?    They  are. 

45.  How  are  they  lighted  1  Large  outside  windows  and  open 
l^rated  door. 

46.  How  are  they  warmed  !t     Stoves  and  furnaces. 

47.  Are  they  damp  or  dry?    Dry. 

48.  Is  every  cell  provided  with  a  Bible  and  slate  1  With  a 
Bible  and  other  books. 

49.  How  many  cells  in  the  pris<»i,  and  what  the  cost  of  con- 
struction of  each  celH  186  in  male  wing,  88  in  female  wing^ 
cost  of  cell  about  $50,  without  the  cost  of  the  outside  buildings  or 
land. 

60.  Is  there  more  than  one  occupant  ever  assigned  to  a  cell  1 
No. 

51.  Are  night-tubs  used  in  the  cells,  or  what  other  provision  is 
made  for  satisfying  the  wants  of  nature  *?    Night  tubs  are  used. . 

52.  Are  the  cells  free  from  vermin  ?  They  are— except  as  they 
4tre  sometimes  brought  from  the  jails. 

PUNISHMENTS. 

53.  What  punishments  are  inflicted]  Shower  bath  and  soli- 
tary confinement. 

54.  Is  the  ^<  Gat"  used,  and  if  so,  what  is  the  greatest  number 
of  lashes  ever  inflicted  1    It  is  not. 

r55.  What  is  the  usual  number  inflicted? 
56.  Is  the  douche  or  bolt-bath  ever  used,  and  with  what  re- 
mits 1    No. 
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100.  What  are  the  opportanities  for  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction? Divine  service  one  hour  every  Sunday,  and  visit 
from  the  chaplain  at  the  door  of  their  cell  remainder  of  the  day 
and  during  the  week. 

101.  Is  there  a  chaplain  to  the  prison?*   There  is. 

102.  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  to  converse  in  the  presence  of 
the  keepers,  or  is  strict  silence  enforced  ?  Silence  is  enforced — 
strictly. 

103.  What  the  average  length  of  confinement  1    About  4  mos. 

104.  How  many  prisoners  laboring  under  insanity  ?    4. 

105.  How  many  prisoners  entered  insane?    4. 

106.  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  to  write  and  receive  letters  from 
their  friends,  and  if  so,  under  what  regulations  ?  They  are,  once 
in  each  month. 

107.  What  the  average  length  of  sentences  1    About  4  months. 
107.  What  the  causes  for  committing  the  offences  of  which 

they  are  convicted  ?    Intemperance. 


81.  At  what  age  oommitted  to  prison  1    116  under  20,  216  20 
to  80, 154  30  to  40, 138  40  to  50,  54  over  50. 

DIET   ANi)  CLEANLINESS. 

82.  What  is  the  daily  Ji>ill  of  fare  for  the  week  1    See  rules  and 
regulations. 

83.  Are  any  variations  made  in  diet  corresponding  with  the 
seasons?    They  are. 

84.  Is  the  food  always  of  a  plain  but  wholesome  quality  1    Yes. 

85.  Do  prisoners  eat  in  their  cells  or  at  a  common  taUel  la 
their  cells. 

86.  How  many  times  are  they  AmI  in  a  day  1    3. 

87.  Is  the  prison  abundantly  supplied  with  good  and  whole* 
eome  water  1    It  is,  by  the  city  water  works. 

88.  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  conveniences  for  washing,  moni- 
ing  and  evening  1    They  are. 

89.  How  often  is  the  bedding  changed  1  As  often  as  is  necea- 
sary. 

90.  Are  there  any  conveniences  for  bathing?    Yes. 

91 .  How  often  do  the  prisoners  shave,  and  have  their  hair  cut  1 
Once  a  week  shave,  hair  cut  once  each  month. 

CLOTHINO. 

92.  How  of  ten  changed  ?    Weekly. 

93.  Is  it  sufficient  in  quantity  1    Yes. 

94.  Is  it  any  way  peculiar,  either  in  fkshion  or  color  1  Yes. 
Striped  shirt,  black  and  red  pants  and  Jackets. 

95.  Is  a  Sunday  dress  provided  for  each  prisoner  ?    No. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

96.  Is  there  any  classification  of  the  prisoners,  and  if  so,  how 
classed  1    No. 

97.  Who  are  permitted  to  visit  the  prisoners,  at  what  hour  and 
under  what  regulations  ?  Their  relatives  once  a  month  in  the 
presence  of  the  Superintendent  or  his  deputy. 

98.  How  much  money  is  given  to  each  prisoner  on  his  dis- 
charge ?    Sufficient  to  carry  them  home. 

99.  Are  tickets  of  admission  to  the  prison  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  prisoners  ?    No. 
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and  an  arraDgement  made  that  the  sheriff  should  at  his  convea 
enoe,  furnish  a  written  statement  of  all  information  and  statistics 
desired.  From  some  cause  this  engagement  ha9not  been  perform- 
ed by  the  sheriff.  The  general  observations  made,  during  the 
short  visits  induced  the  committee  to  think  the  domestic  affairs  of 
the  prison  were  well  conducted,  and  proper  care  given  to  the  per- 
gonal wants  of  the  prisoners.  There  was  evidently  no  arrange- 
ment for  classification  or  separation  of  prisoners;  nor  established 
measures  pursued  with  a  view  to  the  moral  instruction  or  refor- 
mation of  the  prisoners. 

St  Lawrence  County  Prison. 

This  prison  is  in  the  village  of  Canton;  it  is  in  no  particular 
suitable  for  its  purposes.  The  executive  committee  will  recollect 
that  in  a  report  by  the  undersigned,  as  a  committee  of  examina- 
tion, made  December,  1853,  the  defects  and  insufficient  accom- 
modations of  the  building  were  specially  noticed,  with  an  account 
of  the  committee's  appearance  before  the  grand  jury  of  the 
county,  in  relation  to  the  same,  and  a  copy  of  the  presentment  to 
the  court  made  on  the  same  day.  The  undersigned  was  greatly 
Surprised  on  his  present  visit  to  find  tliat  no  change  or  improve- 
ment of  the  building  had  been  made.  The  grand  jury  concluded 
the  presentment  above  mentioned  in  these  words :  ^^  The  commit- 
tee of  the  Prison  Association  of  New- York  have  to-day  visited  our 
jail,  and  we  are  obliged  to  admit  those  strictures  upon  its  insuffi- 
ciency are  well  grounded.  We  recommend  that  a  new  and  im- 
proved building  be  erected,  and  ask  your  honorable  court  to 
make  this  expression  to  the  next  Board  of  Supervisors."  It  is 
really  a  matter  of  surprise  and  regret  that  a  community  possess- 
ing the  intelligence  and  wealth  of  St.  Lawrence  county  should 
continue  to  disregard  a  public  evil  thus  seriously  and  officially 
brought  to  their  notice. 

• 

This  prison  is  under  the  charge  of  Reuben  Nott,  Esq. ,  sheriff  of 
the  county,  who  resides,  with  his  family,  in  the  building.  The 
appearance  of  the  cells,  and  the  report  of  the  inmates,  warrant 
a  repetition  of  the  commendation,  bestowed  in  the  last  report,  on 
the  care  and  attention  given  by  him  and  his  family  to  the  pri- 
soners.   No  accommodations  exist  for  separation  or  classification! 


REPORT  OF  JAMES  H.  TITUS'  VISITS  TO  JEFPERSOIT,  ST. 
LAWRENCE,  FRANKLIN,  CLINTON,  AND  WESTCHESTER 
COUNTY  JAILS- 

The  undersigned  a  committee  appointed  by  resolution  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  <^  Prison  Association  of  New-Yorlc : " 

REPORTS : 

That,  under  orders  from  Hon.  Wm.  Mitchell,  justice  of  supreme 
court,  he  visited  and  examined  the  prisons  of  Jefferson,  St  Law- 
rence, Franklin  and  Clinton  counties  in  the  month  of  November 
last,  and,  under  order  from  Hon.  R.  H.  Morris,  Justice  of  supreme 
court,  the  prison  of  Westchester  county  in  the  early  part  of  this 
month. 

The  prison  of  Jefferson  county  is  situated  at  Watertown  in  the 
suburb,  on  an  elevated  site ;  a  two  story  building,  adjacent  to  the 
court  house,  erected  distinct  from  it  specially  for  the  confinement  of 
prisoners,  and  solely  appropriated  to  that  purpose.  The  cells  are 
constructed  in  a  block  two  stories  high,  in  the  centre  of  the  build- 
ing with  halls  on  each  side;  ventilated  and  lighted  from  the  win- 
dows in  the  outer  walls :  with  commodious  stairway  and  corridors 
communicating  with  the  upper  cells.  The  dimensions  of  the  cells 
are  sufficiently  commodious,  but  the  ventilation  and  light  deficient, 
being  only  what  can  be  received  from  the  halls  through  the  grat- 
ing of  the  doors. 

The  undersigned  was  not  able  to  pursue,  to  any  satisfactory  ex- 
tent  the  examination  of  this  prison,  nor  to  make  the  inquiries 
necessary  to  obtain  desirable  statistics  relative  to  it  and  its  inmateSi 
as  the  sheriff  was  particularly  engaged,  and  could  not  give  his 
attention.  He,  however,  politely  invited  another  visit  when  he 
would  afiord  all  information  desired;  but  as  this  could  not  be  done 
without  great  inconvenience  to  the  committee,  it  was  decUned, 
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and  an  arrangement  made  that  the  sheriff  should  at  hia  conven 
enoe,  furnish  a  written  statement  of  all  information  and  statistics 
desired.  From  some  cause  this  engagement  ha^not  been  perform- 
ed by  the  sheriff.  The  general  observations  made,  during  the 
short  visits  induced  the  committee  to  think  the  domestic  affairs  of 
the  prison  were  well  conducted,  and  proper  care  given  to  the  per- 
gonal wants  of  the  prisoners.  There  was  evidently  no  arrange- 
ment for  classification  or  separation  of  prisoners;  nor  established 
measures  pursued  with  a  view  to  the  moral  instruction  or  refor- 
mation of  the  prisoners. 

St  Lawrence  County  Prison. 

Tills  prison  is  in  the  village  of  Canton;  it  is  in  no  particular 
suitable  for  its  purposes.  The  executive  committee  will  recollect 
that  in  a  report  by  the  undersigned,  as  a  committee  of  examina- 
tion, made  December,  1853,  the  defects  and  insufficient  accom- 
modations of  the  building  were  specially  noticed,  with  an  account 
of  the  committee's  appearance  before  the  grand  jury  of  the 
county,  in  relation  to  the  same,  and  a  copy  of  the  presentment  to 
the  court  made  on  the  same  day.  The  undersigned  was  greatly 
Surprised  on  his  present  visit  to  find  tliat  no  change  or  improve- 
ment of  the  building  had  been  made.  The  grand  jury  concluded 
the  presentment  above  mentioned  in  these  words :  ^<  The  commit- 
tee of  the  Prison  Association  of  New-York  have  to-day  visited  our 
jail,  and  we  are  obliged  to  admit  those  strictures  upon  its  insuffi- 
ciency are  well  grounded.  We  recommend  that  a  new  and  im- 
proved building  be  erected,  and  ask  your  honorable  court  to 
make  this  expression  to  the  next  Board  of  Supervisors."  It  is 
really  a  matter  of  surprise  and  regret  that  a  community  possess- 
ing the  intelligence  and  wealth  of  St.  Lawrence  county  should 
continue  to  disregard  a  public  evil  thus  seriously  and  officially 
brought  to  their  notice. 

• 

This  prison  is  under  the  charge  of  Reuben  Nott,  Esq. ,  sheriff  of 
the  county,  who  resides,  with  his  family,  in  the  building.  The 
appearance  of  the  cells,  and  the  report  of  the  inmates,  warrant 
a  repetition  of  the  commendation,  bestowed  in  the  last  report,  on 
the  care  and  attention  given  by  him  and  his  family  to  the  pri- 
soners.   No  accommodations  exist  for  separation  or  daasificatioDi 
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nor  R>T  any  effident  measures  for  reformation  or  for  proper  pit- 
wn  discipline.  The  deficient  accommodations  of  the  building, 
and  the  defectiyc  arrangements  of  the  cells,  necessarily  throw  all 
the  inmates  into  a  promiscuous  group,  and  afford  no  opportunity 
Ibr  exertions  in  behalf  of  their  moral  welfare;  all  that  can  be 
ilone,  under  existing  circumstances,  by  those  having  charge  of  the 
prisoners,  is  to  see  that  the  necessities  of  life  are  regularly  sup- 
plied, and  that  no  escape  from  the  cells  is  effected. 

The  sheriff  afforded  the  following  information  and  satistics  ze- 
lative  to  the  prison,  viz : 

Total  commitments  of  black  and  white  males  and  females 
during  the  year,  125 ;  white  males,  104;  colored  males,  4;  white 
females,  16;  black  females,  1. 

Total  commitments,  7,  who  had  been  previouslyvcommitted,  as 
follows,  viz:  one  for  10  days;  two  for  16  days;  one  for  20  days; 
two  for  30  days,  and  one  for  60  days,  all  white,  no  colored  person 
having  been  recommitted  during  the  year. 

Average  number  of  prisoners,  11. 

Total  number  of  cells,  10;  double  cells,  6;  single  cells,  4. 
Dimensions  of  cells,  3]^  by  7  feet,  with  ceiling  9  feet  high.  Celk 
lighted  and  ventilated  very  imperfectly  from  a  window  at  each 
end  ot  the  hall.  All  the  cells  open  into  this  contracted  hall,  and 
in  it  during  the  day  the  entire  community  of  prisoners  congre- 
gate ;  at  night  they  are  locked  into  cells,  occasionally  more  than 
one  in  a  cell.  They  appeared  to  be  dry,  and  free  from  vermin, 
and  special  care  is  taken  to  keep  them  so,  and  in  as  healthy  a 
tondition  as  the  circumstances  will  allow.  Whitewash  and  lime 
frequently  and  freely  used,  and  the  night  tubs  regularly  emptied 
and  cleansed.    There  was  no  serious  sickness  during  the  year. 

Of  the  total  number  28  could  neither  read  nor  write ;  77  could 
read  and  write ;  20  had  good  common  education ;  none  had  been 
well  educated. 

The  civil  and  social  relations  of  the  prisoners,  as  far  as  noted, 
appeared  as  follows,  viz :  Americans,  66 ;  Irish,  26 ;  French,  IS ; 
JSnglish,  7 ;  Canadians,  11 ;  Scotch,  2 ;  Dutch,  2. 
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terian  pastor ;  no  special  proyision  for  moral  instrdotion  or  refi»- 
mation ;  books  and  papers  often  supplied  by  the  acquaintances  of 
the  prisoners,  bibles  and  religious  tracts  by  charitable  assodations; 
no  concern  is  manifested  by  the  community,  nor  by  the  court  of 
the  county,  for  improvement  in  prison  discipline. 

The  sheriff  stated  that  he  had  received  no  blank  forms  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  records  of  the  prison,  but  keeps  them  in 
a  common  day  book  or  blotter. 

CUntcn  County  Prison. 

This  is  in  the  village  of  Plattsburgh ;  the  wretched  and  insuffi- 
cient accommodations  of  which,  as  it  has  heretofore  existed,  was 
a  subject  of  particular  remark  in  the  report  by  the  undersigned, 
as  a  committee,  made  December  23d,  1853.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed that  in  that  report,  the  committee  stated  an  opportunity  was 
afforded  him  to  appear  before  the  board  of  supervisors,  who  then 
had  the  subject  of  an  improvement  of  the  prison  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  that  he  freely  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  shame- 
fol  unfitness  of  the  building  and  its  arrangements.  It  is  a  satis- 
£iction  to  the  undersigned  to  be  able  to  state  in  this  report,  that 
at  the  time  of  his  late  visit  he  found  extensive  additions  and  im- 
provements being  made,  which,  when  completed,  will  render  the 
building  much  more  suitable  for  its  purposes  than  it  e?er  has  been, 
still  in  its  new  condition,  it  will  not  be  sufficient,  either  in  capacity 
or  arrangement,  to  answer  the  requirements  for  proper  prison 
discipline.  Under  the  new  arrangement  there  will  be  eleven  cells 
1^  by  6  feet,  with  ceiling  7  feet  high,  all  communicating  with  a 
hall  33  by  9  feet.  The  ventilation  and  the  light  for  the  cells  de- 
rived solely  from  the  door  and  windows  of  the  hall,  which  though 
much  better  than  formerly,  still  will  be  deficient.  In  addition  to 
these  cells,  two  apartments  in  the  upper  part  of  the  building  will 
be  appropriated  for  female  and  debtor  prisoners. 

At  the  time  of  the  committee's  visit  there  were  but  three  pri- 
ioners,  a  Canadian  on  charge  of  murder,  another  Canadian  for  jail 
breaking,  and  an  Irishman  for  burglary. 

The  undersigned  was  unable  to  obtain  the  statistics  of  this  pri- 
§0D,  In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Jailor  at  the  time  of  his 
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report  by  nndenigned,  as  a  committee,  Deo.  28. 1858.  The  com- 
mendations bestowed  on  the  character  of  the  building,  and  on 
the  domestic  concerns  of  the  prison,  contained  in  that  report,  the 
undersigned  feels  warranted  to  repeat  in  this,  but  considers  it  un- 
necessary. The  exception  there  made  relative  to  a  neglect  in 
proper  attention  to  the  night  tubs  has  been  remedied. 

The  sheriff  was  able  to  afford  only  the  following  statistics,  viz : 

Total  number  of  commitments  during  the  year  49;  for  assault 
and  battery  14;  drunkenness  11 ;  disorderly  conduct  5 ;  breach  of 
license  law  8 ;  petit  larceny  8 ;  grand  larceny  2. 

Civil  relations  as  follows,  viz:  natives  17;  Irish  18;  Canadians 
14.    Of  the  whole  number  43  males  and  6  females,  all  white. 

Average  number  in  prison  5,  recommitals  during  the  year  4| 
all  for  drunkenness,  commitments  for  drunkenness  confined  from 
one  to  two  days.  At  the  time  of  the  committee's  visit,  but  three  in 
prison,  all  for  disorderly  conduct,  all  natives,  two  men,  (  one  fifty 
years  old,  the  other  thirty-eight  years  )  and  one  woman  nineteen 
years  old. 

There  has  been  no  serious  sickness  during  the  year;  no  natural 
death;  one  execution;  medical  attention  given  by  an  appointed 
physician. 

The  sheriff  receives  $2.00  per  week  for  the  board  of  the  prison- 
ers, and  supplies  regular  meals  three  times  a  day  from  his  own 
kitchen,  of  good  wholesome  food.  The  under  clothes  of  the  pri« 
soners,  and  their  bedding  regularly  changed  and  washed. 

■ 

The  prisoners  spend  the  day  time  together  in  the  hall  attached 
to  the  cells,  and  have  the  privilege  of  conversing  with  their  friends 
through  the  grating  of  the  door  of  the  hall.  There  was  one  es- 
cape during  the  year,  occurring  from  a  momentary  inattention  of 
the  jailor  to  the  door  of  the  hall,  the  prisoner  was  not  retaken. 

No  religious  services  provided,  seldom  any  volunteered,  except- 
ing in  the  late  case  where  two  young  men  were  sentenced  to  death 
for  murder,  on  which  occasion  the  Episcopal  clergyman  of  the 
village  was  particularly  attentive,  as  likewise  a  venerable  Presby- 
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tion  of  the  sheriff,  is  the  full  measure  of  his  duty,  not  that  this 
remark  should  imply  any  special  delinquency  on  his  part  in  other 
respects  as  a  jail  keeper,  on  the  contrary,  the  general  appearance 
of  domestic  affairs  about  the  prison  compares  favorably  with  any 
that  has  fallen  under  the  observation  of  the  undersigned ;  but 
here,  as  in  all  the  other  jails  visited  by  your  committee,  no  pro- 
vision was  found  for  religious  services,  no  efforts  for  moral  in- 
struction or  reformation,  no  apparent  efforts  for  improvement  of 
prison  discipline.  At  the  time  of  the  visit  there  were  nine  pri- 
soners in  the  jail,  eight  white  males  and  one  white  female,  occu- 
pying five  of  the  cells,  leaving  three  cells  unoccupied.  The  re- 
gular practice,  as  ascertained  from  a  person  in  attendance,  being 
to  allot  two  prisoners  to  each  cell,  without  any  reference  to  empty 
cells,  separation  being  regarded  only  witn  reference  to  the  sex. 
From  this  practice  it  is  readily  inferred  that  economy  of  expense 
and  trouble  is  thought  of  greater  importance  than  any  considera- 
tion applicable  to  proper  prison  discipline. 

A  letter  was  left  for  the  sheiiff,  with  the  order  of  the  Supreme 
court,  a  full  statement  of  the  object  of  the  visit  given,  and  re- 
quest made  to  have  the  blank  forms  of  inquiries  and  records  filled 
up,  and  forwarded  in  time  for  this  report,  but  no  response  has 
been  received. 

The  undersigned  unhesitatingly  expresses  the  opinion  that  the 
prison  of  Westchester  county  is  totally  inadequate  for  the  judi- 
cious treatment  of  prisoners,  and  wholly  deficient  in  arrangements 
required  for  proper  prison  discipline.  It  is  well  known  that 
Westchester  is  one  of  the  most  thriving,  populous,  and  wealthy 
counties  in  the  State,  and  it  certainly  appears  very  inconsistent 
that  its  citizens  should  be  thus  delinquent  in  one  of  their  most 
important  public  duties. 

The  undersigned  regrets  the  untoward  circumstances  which 
have  prevented  him  from  furnishing  in  his  report  more  complete 
and  accurate  statistics  of  the  prisons  visited.  The  result  of  his 
observations  as  regards  the  personal  condition  of  prisoners  is,  that 
the  officers  having  them  in  charge  exercise  as  much  attention  and 
eonaideration  as  can  be  expected  from  them  under  existing  state 


first  call,  from  tlie  deranged  state  of  the  baildingi  and  not  having 
time  to  remain  on  his  second  call,  he  however  left  blank  forms  of 
inquiries  and  records  to  be  filled  up  and  forwarded  in  time  for 
this  report  bat  they  have  not  been  received. 

From  such  inqniries  as  could  be  made  under  the  circumstances, 
the  following  general  information  was  obtained,  viz :  average  num- 
ber in  prison  seven,  all  white,  not  more  than  three  or  four  females 
during  the  year.  Jailor  receives  $2.50  per  week  for  boturd  of  each 
prisoner;  supplies  the  meals  three  times  a  day  from  his  own 
kitchen ;  food,  in  character  and  quantity,  sufficient,  so  much  so  as 
to  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  prisoners,  who  eat  in  their  cells 
or  in  the  hall,  as  they  may  choose;  bedding  and  under  clothes 
changed  and  washed  weekly ;  prisoners  shave  themselves  when 
they  wish,  are  supplied  with  facilities  for  washing  every  morning 
and  oftener  if  they  desire ;  no  provision  made  for  religious  services, 
seldom  any  volunteered,  only  on  one  occasion  during  the  last  year, 
that  by  a  female  friend  who  preached  a  sermon  to  the  prisoners, 
which  the  jailor  said  appeared  to  be  well  appreciated ;  he  said  it 
was  much  to  be  regretted  that  such  opportunities  could  not  be 
more  frequently  had  by  the  prisoners ;  no  provision  for  moral  in- 
struction or  reformation ;  no  efforts  for  improvement  in  prison  dis- 
cipline either  by  the  county,  nor  by  individuals  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

Westchester  County  Prison, 

This  prison  is  in  the  town  of  Whiteplains.  The  basement  of  the 
court  house  is  divided  by  a  hall,  on  each  side  of  which  there  are 
four  cells;  these  apartments  constitute  the  county  prison.  The 
cells  are  large,  and  designed  to  accommodate  two  prisoners ;  the 
ventilation  and  light  deficient,  and  the  arrangement  for  heating 
entirely  ^sufficient  for  cold  or  damp  weather.  The  sheriff  re- 
sides in  the  upper  part  of  the  building,  and  has  the  charge  of  the 
prisoners.  He  was  absent  at  the  time  of  the  committee's  visit, 
which  prevented  him  from  obtaining  the  information  and  satistics 
desired.  From  such  inquiries  and  observations  as  could  be  made 
a  favorable  opinion  is  entertained  of  the  care  and  attention  given 
to  the  personal  wants  of  the  prisoners,  and  of  the  diligence  had 
in  keeping  them  secure.    This  service,  probably,  in  the  estim*- 
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tion  of  the  sheriff,  is  the  full  measure  of  his  duty,  not  that  this 
remark  should  imply  any  special  delinquency  on  his  part  in  other 
respects  as  a  jail  keeper ,  on  the  contrary,  the  general  appearance 
of  domestic  affairs  about  the  prison  compares  favorably  with  any 
that  has  fallen  under  the  observation  of  the  undersigned ;  but 
here,  as  in  all  the  other  jails  visited  by  your  committee,  no  pro- 
vision was  found  for  religious  services,  no  efforts  for  moral  in- 
struction or  reformation,  no  apparent  efforts  for  improvement  of 
prison  discipline.  At  the  time  of  the  visit  there  were  nine  pri- 
soners in  the  jail,  eight  white  males  and  one  white  female,  occu- 
pying five  of  the  cells,  leaving  three  cells  unoccupied.  The  re- 
gular practice,  as  ascertained  from  a  person  in  attendance,  being 
to  allot  two  prisoners  to  each  cell,  without  any  reference  to  empty 
cells,  separation  being  regarded  only  witn  reference  to  the  sex. 
From  this  practice  it  is  readily  inferred  that  economy  of  expense 
and  trouble  is  thought  of  greater  importance  than  any  considera- 
tion applicable  to  proper  prison  discipline. 

A  letter  was  left  for  the  sheiiff,  with  the  order  of  the  Supreme 
court,  a  full  statement  of  the  object  of  the  visit  given,  and  re- 
quest made  to  have  the  blank  forms  of  inquiries  and  records  filled 
up,  and  forwarded  in  time  for  tliis  report,  but  no  response  has 
been  received. 

The  undersigned  unhesitatingly  expresses  the  opinion  that  the 
prison  of  Westchester  county  is  totally  inadequate  for  the  judi- 
cious treatment  of  prisoners,  and  wholly  deficient  in  arrangements 
required  for  proper  prison  discipline.  It  is  well  known  that 
Westchester  is  one  of  the  most  thriving,  populous,  and  wealthy 
counties  in  the  State,  and  it  certainly  appears  very  inconsistent 
that  its  citizens  should  be  thus  delinquent  in  one  of  their  most 
important  public  duties. 

The  undersigned  regrets  the  untoward  circumstances  which 
have  prevented  him  from  furnishing  in  his  report  more  complete 
and  accurate  statistics  of  the  prisons  visited.  The  result  of  his 
observations  as  regards  the  personal  condition  of  prisoners  is,  that 
the  officers  having  them  in  charge  exercise  as  much  attention  and 
eonaideration  as  can  be  expected  from  (hem  under  existing  state 


No.  149.]  189 

of  circumstances  connected  with  our  prison  affairs.  Tlie  appro- 
priations and  accommodations  provided  by  the  public  for  pri- 
soners do  not  contemplate  any  thing  beyond  the  necessities  of  life 
and  secure  confinement;  when  this  .has  been  performed,  jail 
keepers  consider  they  have  fully  done  their  duty,  and  consequent- 
ly no  effort  for  reformation  of  prisoners,  no  attempts  at  improve- 
ment of  prison  discipline,  no  provision  for  moral  or  religious  in- 
struction are  found  to  prevail  in  the  county  jails.  There  is  a 
lamentable  indifference  and  culpable  neglect  on  the  part  of  citi- 
zens with  reference  to  their  duty  in  connection  with  prisoners. 
If  the  subject  was  rightly  apprehended  by  the  public,  in  connec- 
tion with  a  proper  civil  policy  to  be  pursued,  or  justly  appre- 
ciated by  individuals  according  to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  or 
viewed  by  the  christian  community  in  the  light  of  its  religious 
responsibility,  surely  the  old  evils  of  our  prison  houses  would  be 
abolished,  and  the  present  delinquency  of  our  citizens  in  that 
portion  of  their  public  duties  would  be  amended.  ^'  In  prison  and 
ye  came  vnto  me,"  is  one  of  the  christian  graces  for  which  our 
Savior  represents  the  king  as  commending  those  on  his  right 
hand  in  the  great  day,  and  whom  he  will  recognize  before  an  as- 
sembled world  as  the  blessed  of  his  father. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  will  repeat  the  remarks  with 
which  he  closed  his  report  of  December  23, 1853.  <<  The  prevail- 
ing opinion  in  the  community  as  to  the  duty  of  society  in  prison 
matters  seems  simply  to  be,  that  offenders  against  law  should  be 
caught,  condemned,  imprisoned  and  punished  at  the  smallest  pos- 
sible expense.  The  matter  of  reformation  in  connection  with 
prison  discipline,  (to  say  nothing  of  considerati6ns  applicable  to 
sound  policy  or  common  humanity,)  does  not  appear  to  enter 
into  the  thoughts  of  our  citizens.  This  is  indeed  a  pernicious  and 
lamentable  state  of  affairs  to  be  found  prevailing  in  a  christian 
community." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  committee. 

JAMES  H.  TITUS. 
February  26, 1855. 
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Columbia  County  Prison. 

Hudson,  9th  monthy  8th,  1854. 

Da.  Ja's  Ruse,  Corresponding  Secretary^ 
Prison  Association. 

Dear  Friend, — On  the  6th  instant  I  inspected  the  jail  of  CSo- 
lumbia  county  at  Hudson ;  it  is  well  located  in  an  open  airy  posi- 
tion ;  the  soil  is  clayey,  and  it  appears  to  be  sufficiently  drained. 
The  jail  is  miserably  insecure ;  as  an  evidence  of  it  I  may  men- 
tion that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  keep  a  knowing  prisoner  in  it 
without  chaining  him.  At  one  time  the  jailor  met  one  of  his 
prisoners  in  the  open  street,  on  accosting  him  he  said  he  meant 
no  harm,  that  he  was  going  directly  back  as  soon  as  he  had  taken 
a  little  exercise  and  procured  a  little  gin,  which  he  found  neces- 
sary to  his  comfort.  The  jailor  of  course  carried  him  back,  and 
compelled  him  to  discover  the  place  of  his  egress.  He  had  made 
a  hole  through  the  wall,  and  by  slipping  the  stone  backward  and 
forward  he  could  go  in  and  out  at  pleasure ;  by  ramming  the  mor- 
tar round  the  crack  he  concealed  the  spot  completely.  There 
have  been  over  twenty  escapes  within  the  last  four  years.  The 
public  have  access  to  the  front  windows,  and  by  this  means  tools 
are  easily  conveyed  to  the  prisoners.  There  are  no  means  of  in- 
specting the  prison  from  any  part  of  the  building  except  by  un- 
locking the  door  and  going  in ;  this  gives  the  prisoners  a  good 
opportunity  to  make  preparations  for  escape.  As  soon  as  thej 
hear  the  key  in  the  lock  they  conceal  their  operations,  and  before 
the  jailor  gets  to  them  everything  is  in  its  place.  There  is  no  ven- 
tilation in  the  cells ;  on  unlocking  them  in  the  morning  the  stench 
is  horrid ;  this  is  the  case  when  there  is  but  one  man  in  a  cell, 
when  there  are  two  it  is  much  worse.  There  is  no  water  closet 
in  the  prison,  the  night  tubs  are  carried  out  into  the  yard,  which 
increases  the  opportunity  for  the  prisoners  to  escape,  and  they 
are  not  provided  with  tight  covers.  The  prison  and  the  prisoners 
are  kept  tolerably  clean.  There  is  no  classification  except  of 
males  and  females.  The  prisoners  are  turned  out  in  the  areas  in 
the  morning,  and  have  unrestricted  intercourse  all  day,  mutually 
corrupting  each  other,  instructing  each  other  in  the  secrets  of 
crime,  playing  cards  and  dxvnkln%.   TVi«^  caai  procure  lic^uor 
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easily  from  the  outer  windows.  There  is  no  complaint  with  re- 
gard to  food,  they  are  probably  too  well  fed  to  answer  the  ends 
of  justice.  The  prison  has  been  indicted  over  and  over  again  bj 
successive  grand  juries,  but  no  action  as  yet  has  been  taken  bj 
the  Supervisors. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  fill  the  blanks  more  fully  with  regard  to 

education  and  civil  condition,  but  the  jailor's  books  afforded  no 

data  on  the  subject,  and  there  is  no  other  source  of  information 

aecessible  to  me. 

Thine  truly, 

JOHN  STANTON  GOULD. 

HUDSON  JAIL. 

1.  What  is  the  average  number  of  prisoners?  Ten,  for  the 
year  from  Sept.  1st  1853,  to  Sept.  1st,  1854. 

2.  How  many  white  males'?  608.  3.  How  many  colored 
males  1  81.  4.  How  many  white  females?  75.  5.  How  many 
colored  females  ?  85.  For  the  year  from  Sept.  1st,  1853,  to  Sept. 
1st,  1854. 

6.  How  many  committed  more  than  once?    Not  ascertained. 

7.  For  what  periods  previously  committed?        ^ 

8.  How  many  blacks  re-committed  ?  << 

9.  How  many  whites  re*committed  ?  ^< 

10.  How  many  commitments  of  black  and  white  males  and  fe- 
males during  the  year? — distinguishing  each.    Not  ascertained. 

EMPLOYMENT. 

11.  What  number  of  prisoners  is  engaged  in  each  particular 
trade  or  employment  ?    No  employment  except  cleaning  the  jail. 

12.  What  are  the  gross  proceeds  of  each  particular  trade  or  em 
ployment?    Nothing. 

13.  What  are  the  net  proceeds?    Nothing. 

EXPENDITURES. 

14.  What  is  the  entire  annual  expense  of  the  institution? 
12310.50,  distributed  as  follows :— Turnkey's  fees  6s,  $594.75. 
Board,  20s.  per  week,  $1 ,502.  Cleaning  and  white-washing,  $78. 
Attending  sick  persons,  $20.  Emptying  buckets,  $91.25.  Straw, 
$4.    Clothing  and  bedding,  $1 5.25. 
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Vardoms. 

29.  What  the  number  of  convicts  pardoned  during  the  yearl 
There  have  been  no  pardons  from  this  prison  during  the  time  em- 
braced in  tliis  report. 

DEATHS. 

34.  How  manj  deaths  during  the  year?    None. 

CELLS. 

42.  Wliat  is  the  average  temperature  of  the  cells  in  winter,  and 
wliat  in  summer  1    Cannot  be  ascertained. 
43«  What  are  the  dimensions  of  the  cells  1    5  to  6  by  8  feet. 

44.  Are  they  well  lighted  and  ventilated  1  Not  well  lighted 
nor  well  ventilated. 

45.  How  are  they  lighted  ?  Windows  in  the  front  wall  and  the 
gratings  of  the  doors. 

46.  How  are  they  warmed  1    By  stoves  in  the  area. 

47.  Are  they  damp  or  dry  1  The  lower  tier  damp  the  upper 
dry. 

48.  Is  every  cell  provided  with  a  Bible  and  slate  1    No. 

49.  How  many  cells  in  the  prison,  and  what  the  cost  of  con- 
struction of  eachcein    13  cells  used,  19  in  all,  6  not  used. 

50.  Is  there  more  than  one  occupant  ever  assigned  to  a  cellt 
Tes. 

51.  Are  night  tubs  used  in  the  cells,  or  what  other  provision 
is  made  for  satisfying  the  wants  of  nature  1  Tes,  night  tubs  are 
used. 

52.  Are  the  cells  free  from  vermin  1  Tes  at  present,  but  bed 
bugs  are  often  in  them  and  sometimes  lice. 

PUNISHMENTS. 

53.  What  punishments  are  inflicted  1  Dark  cell  occasionally, 
but  generally  confinement  in  their  own  cell  through  the  day. 

54.  Is  the  <<  Cat "  used,  and  if  so,  what  is  the  greatest  number 
of  lashes  ever  inflicts  1    No. 

56.  Is  the  douche  or  bolt-bath  ever  used,  and  with  what  re- 
sults 1    No. 

57.  What  other  punishments  are  inflicted  ?    None. . 
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S8.  BjiHiom are pmdihiMUts dineiadt  .nieJaUor..< 
69.  Has  eaoh  keeper  a  diseretionaiy  power  to  inlliet  poniflfcr: 
meat,  and  if  not,  how  is  his  diseietion  limited  f    No  one  bat  tlw: 
jailor  infliets  punishment. 

60.  What  has  been  the  nsual  effect  of  punishment  on  those  who. 
hare  been  subjected  to  it  t  Confinement  in  the  cell  always  sub- 
dues them. 

EDUCATION  AND  CIVIL  CONDITION. 

62.  How  many  could  only  read  on  entering?  63.  How  many 
could  read  and  write  1  How  many  neither  1  64.  Hov^  many  had 
a  common  education  1  65.  How  many  well  educated  1  None  of 
these  questions  can  be  answered  from  the  Jbooks.  There  were 
four  men  and  one  woman  in  the  prison  at  the  time  of  my  visit| 
(Sept.  6th,  1854,)  none  of  these  had  any  education  except  one  man 
who  could  read  imperfectly. 

66.  Is  there  any  provision  for  daily  instruction  !    No.    . 

67.  Is  there  a  choir  in  the  prison  1    No. 

68.  Is  there  a  library  for  the  prisoners?    No. 

69. .  How  many  had  &ther  only  1  None.  70.  How  many  had 
mother  only?  1.  71.  How  many  had  both  parents?  None. 
These  answers  apply  to  fliose  in  prison  when  I  visited  it, 

73.  How  many  were  intemperate?  All  in  the  prison  at  the^ 
time  of  my  visit* 

74.  How  many  were  temperate  ?    None. 

DIST   AND  CL£ANLIN£SS. 

82.  What  is  the  daily  bill  of  fare  for  the  week  ?  Same  as  the 
jailor's  family,  and  as  much  food  as  they  ask  for.  There  is  no 
particular  bill  of  fare. 

83.  Are  any  variations  made  in  diet  corresponding  with  the 
seasons  ? 

84.  Is  the  food  always  of  a  plain  but  wholesome  quality? 
Those  in  prison  were  quite  satisfied  with  the  fare. 

85.  Do  prisoners  eat  in  their  cells  or  at  a  common  table  ?  Thqr 
eat  in  the  area  but  have  no  table. 

86.  How  many  times  are  they  fed  in  a  day?  Three  times  tot 
seven  months,  twice  for  fire  months. 

^  [Assembly,  No.  149.J  1» 


iOMTlMtitl   TIUM  iB  »  drtnnof  taift  vatei  in  Iha  priin. 
Mlitflnif  OTilieis  nvplM  iroiB  wifheiit  in  pA. 
88.  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  con venieaeer ftfc  wishing,  mocfr* 

ijBf  md  evMfaig  1    TliefEre* 
8ft.  ^ow  often  is  the  bedding  ehsaiged  ?    (Miee  a  fortnigkt. 

99.  Are  there  any  conveniences  for  bathing  1    None. 
99.  How  often  do  the  prisoners  shave,  and  have  their  hair  cut? 
Each  one  shaves  when  he  pleases. 

C3X>TniK6. 

9i.  How  often  changed  ?    Every  Sunday. 
99.  Is  it  sufficient  in  quantity  ?    It  is. 
94.  Is  it  any  way  peculiar,  either  in  fashion  or  color  ?    None. 
95^  Is  a  Sunday  dress  provided  for  each  prisoner  ?    No  parti- 
<$ular  dres»  for  Sunday. 

MI8CELLAK£OX78. 

96.  Is  thei«  tay  classification  of  the  prisoners,  and  if  so^  how 
classed  t    Only  classifl<^ation  is  male  and  female. 

97.  Who  are  permitted  to  visit  the  prisoner^,  at  ^hat  hour; 
and  under  what  regulations  7  All  respectable  persons  are  allowed 
fo  Vi^tt  the  prisoners. 

98.  How  mucli  money  is  given  to  each  prisdner  onhisdil^ 
^Auirge  ?    From  25  cents  to  50  cents,  when  necessary. 

99.  Are  tickets  of  admission  to  the  prison  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  prisoners  ?    None. 

100.  What  are  the  opportunities  for  moral  and  religious  in- 
atruction  ?    None. 

101.  Is  there  a  chaplain  to  the  prison?    None. 

102.  Are  the  prisoners  aliowed  to  converse  in  the  presence  of 
<he  keepers,  or  is  strict  silence  enforced  7  They  talk  as  much  as 
they  please. 

108.  What  the 'average  length  of  conftn^nent?  About  one 
week. 

104.  How  many  prisoners  laboring  under  Insanity  ?    Two. 

105.  How  many  prisoners  entered  insane  t    Two. 

^  1<I5.  Are.the  prisoners  allowed  to  write  Ud  reeeivB lelteis 
from  their  friends,  and  if  8o,«nder  what  vegiOati^nB  ?  Tea^jtvt 
as  they  please,  but  the  keeper  tvads  them.  ^ '     *    ^  '' '       ' 
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aie  ccm?ialed  1    A  very  lirge  pvoportlott  Ibr  dmnktetOMMl 

Dutchess  County  Prison. 

Hudson,  10th  months  8tli,  1854. 

Dr.  J.  D.  RosSj  Correspcnding  Secretary^ 
Prison  Association. 

In  conformity  with  my  appointment  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Dutchess  county  jail  at  Poughkeepsie,  I  visited  it  on  the  6th  of 
10th  month.  It  is  situated  on  the  southern  end  of  the  court 
house ;  there  is  no  building  in  contact  with  it,  but  the  office  of 
the  surrogate  is  built  so  near  as  materially  to  obstruct  the  air  and 
light  from  a  portion  of  it.  The  jail  is  divided  into  three  storicBi 
each  of  which  contains  four  cells,  each  14  by  16  feet,  commu<il- 
eating  with  a  corridor ;  the  cells  are  separated  from  each  otl|ier> 
by  thick  stone  walls,  so  that  it  is  difficult  for  the  prisoners  in  ona 
to  communicate  with  those  of  the  other;  the  doors  of  the  oellft 
are  of  thick  oak  plank,  and  the  lock  shoots  into  the.  oakea 
frame  of  the  door ;  the  window  of  each  cell  is  about  four  tv^ 
square,  and  is  guarded  by  iron  bars  on  the  outside  j  the  interior 
glass  windows  open  from  the  middle  towards  the  jambs ;  the  celli. 
are  over  arched  with  stone.  I  was  told  that  few  escapes  had 
been  made  from  this  prison,  but.  it  appeared  to  me  that  esci^ 
from  it  was  very  easy^  I  saw  the  wall  where  an  attanpt  had 
been  made  to  penetrate  it,  the  stones  were  small,  and  widely  separ 
rated  by  mortar,  which  might  be  easily  picked  out  ^  ith  a  case 
knife.  Each  corridor  is  separated  from  the  other,  which  admits 
of  a  better  classification  than  can  be  obtained  in  most  jails,  yet 
lione  seems  to  be  attempted.  Boys  of  ten  years  old  are  mingled 
indiscriminately  with  veterans  in  crime.  The  women  are  locked 
In.  a  separate  cell,  but  it  opens  into  a  corridor  where  the  male 
prisoners  are  walking  about,  and  of  course  oral  communicationii 
can  be  held  at  all  times  of  the  day.  Each  cell  is  furnished  with 
flf  very  large  night  tub,  furnished  with  a  loosely  fi.ttipg  cavoKs 
and  of  course  an  unpleasant  odor  is  diffused  through  it.  One  of 
fho  prisoners  complained  of  suffering  from  cold  during  the  last 
Wiiiteri  but  the  Jailor  amued  im  tlurt  tha  Jaa  was  tofllaieBlKf 
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wamMd  eran  during  the  ooUest  wcailier.  Tbn  nuui  was  a  fack- 
Ims,  bad  fellow,  and  very  probably  told  a  Iklsehood.  I  fhinki 
however,  that  the  air  must  be  impure,  since  the  furnace  is  in  the 
eellar,  and  it  has  no  access  to  the  external  air,  hence  the  air  dif- 
fiised  through  the  Jail  must  be  nothing  but  the  damp  and  vitiated 
air  of  the  cellar.  One  of  the  cells  is  used  as  a  privy  where  the 
night  tubs  are  emptied,  and  is  in  a  very  filthy  condition,  and 
emits  a  most  foetid  stench.  The  jailor  informed  me  that  the  per- 
sons living  in  the  neighboring  houses  had  complained  of  it  to  the 
g;;rand  jury  as  a  nuisance.  The  prisoners  are  fed  but  twice  a  day, 
evM  in  summer ;  this  interval  between  meals  is  obviously  too 
long. 

There  is  no  regular  bill  of  fare,  but  the  dinner  I  saw  prepared 
on  the  day  of  my  visit  was  abundant  and  wholesome ;  it  consisted 
of  fresh  beef  boiled,  boiled  beans  and  rye  bread;  no  tea  or  coffee 
is  allowed.  In  the  long  days  of  summer  I  think  the  practice  of 
giving  only  two  meals  a  day  is  objectionable,  as  the  Interval  is 
too  long,  and  the  stomach  must  be  weakened ;  another  objection 
Is,  that  when  the  meals  are  served  the  prisoners  are  apt  to  over- 
load their  stomachs ;  being  thus  attacked  by  emptiness  on  the 
one  hand,  and  repletion  on  the  other,  the  organ  will  be  likely  to 
become  permanently  injured  during  a  long  confinement. 

I  am  unable  to  give  any  information  with  regard  to  the  medical 
history  of  the  prison,  as  the  physician  was  absent  during  the 
whole  period  of  my  visit. 

There  are  no  bedsteads  in  any  of  the  cells  except  one,  which  is 
reserved  for  those  who  are  confined  for  violations  of  the  excise 
law,  the  other  prisoners  sleep  on  the  floor,  or  rather  on  straw 
mattrasses  placed  on  the  floor. 

The  very  objectionable  practice  prevails  here  of  allowing  the 
prisoners  to  burn  candles  at  their  own  expense ;  much  danger 
arises  from  this  practice  as  well  as  from  allowing  them  to  keep 
lucifer  matches. 

Other  information  in  regard  to  this  jail  is  given  in  the  printed 
turn  which  I  transmit  herewith.    I  regret  that  the  way  in  wUeh 
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tke  books  are  kept  fireyenti  the  pociibilitj  of  gifing  more  Itall 
answers  to  the  queries. 

I  am  bound  to  bear  testimony  to  the  politeness  and  attentksi 
of  the  Jailor,  who  cheerfully  did  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the 
objects  of  my  mission. 

'  In  view  of  the  known  intolligence  and  humanity  of  the  citizens 
of  Dutchess  county,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  the  evils  arising 
fifom  the  present  Jail  were  known  to  them,  they  would  cheerfully 
incur  the  expense  of  erecting  a  new  one,  which  would  be  more 
creditable  to  the  county  and  more  consistent  with  the  claims  of 
humanity. 

JOHN  STANTON  GOULD. 

Poughkeepsie  Jail, 

I .  What  is  the  average  number  of  prisoners  1  20.  There  is  no 
distinction  made  on  the  jail  books  between  black,  and  white. 
There  have  been  committed  to  this  prison  from  August  1, 185S, 
to  August  1, 1854,  205  males  and  40  females.  •Recommitments 
not  ascertained  from  the  books. 

EMPLOTMENT. 

II.  What  number  of  prisoners  is  engaged  in  each  particular 
trade  or  employment  1    No  work. 

PARDONS. 

29.  What  the  number  of  convicts  pardoned  during  the  year  t 
None. 

DEATHS. 

84.  How  many  deaths  during  the  year  t    None* 

CELLS. 

42.  What  is  the  average  temperature  of  the  oells  In  winteri  aqd 
what  in  summer  t    Not  known. 

43:  What  are  the  dimensions  of  the  cells  t    12  by  12  ftet. 

44.  Are  they  well  lighted  and  ventilated  1  Most  of  them  ait 
w^  lighted^  but  there  is  no  attempt  at  ventilation. 

46.  How  are  they  lighted!  .    -  ^ 


46.  Hqw  JM»  thid]r  ^mimed  1  Bj  «  feraaee  La  tlie  etilar  <lie 
wrridors  are  heated. 

48.  I8  every  cell  provided  with  a  Bible  and  slate  1  No.  Bibles 
frequently  provided  butf  soot  destroyed. 

49.  How  mmy  cells  in  the  prisoui  and  what  the  cost  of  eon- 
straction  of  each  cell  1    11  cells  and  one  used  as  a  privy. 

60.  Is  there  more  than  one  occupant  ever  assigned  to  a  eell  t 
T^,  from  one  to  four. 

HI.  Are  night  tubs  used  in  the  cellsi  or  wliat  other  provisiaQ 
fil  made  fi))p  satisfying  the  wants  of  nature  3  Kight  and  ^y  tebs 
«e  used. 

62.  Are  the  cells  free  from  vermin?  Bedbugs.  Lice  s^na* 
times  brought. 

PUNISHMENTS. 

63.  What  punishments  are  inflicted  1  Confinement  in  a  dark 
eell  and  chained  to  floor. 

KB.  By  whom  are  punishments  directed"?    By  the  shierlff. 

59.  Has  each  keeper  a  discretionary  power  to  inflict  punish- 
menti  and  if  not,  how  is  discretion  limited  1    No. 

60.  What  has  been  the  usual  effect  of  puni^hmient  on  those  who 
have  been  subject  to  it?  Generally  a  good  effect;  dark  cells 
WWW  best. 

DIET    AND   CLEANLINESS. 

82.  What  is  the  daily  bill  of  fare  for  the  week?  Nothing  re- 
gular. 

83.  Are  any  variations  made  in  diet  corresponding  with  tihe 
season  ?    Tes. 

84.  Is  the  food  always  of  a  plain  but  wholesome  quality  ?    Yes. 

85.  Do  prisoners  eat  in  their  cells  or  at  a  common  table  ?  In 
their  cells. 

•  'm%  B»w  many  times  are,  ithey  ted  in  a  day  t    Tirf ee  alf  (he 
year  round,  8  o'clock  and  2  o'clock. 

87.  Is  tlie  pirlson  abundantly  supplied  irlth  good  aaid  trhole- 
SHae  wM»  'V^i  it  Is  brought  from  the  outside. 

88.  Are  the  prisoneie  allowed  eonvenieiiees  ft>r  waaUng  mMi** 
Aif  and  evening?   Tea. 
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tlw  books  are  kopt  iireventi  the  poMibiU^  of  gtrlag  moie  Itall 
aiurwers  to  the  queriet. 

I  am  bound  to  bear  testimony  to  the  politeness  and  attentkNS 
of  the  Jailor,  who  cheerfully  did  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the 
objtets  of  my  mission. 

'  In  yiew  of  the  known  intolligence  and  humanity  of  the  citizens 
of  Dutchess  connty ,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  the  evils  arising 
from  the  present  Jail  were  known  to  them,  they  would  cheerfully 
incur  the  expense  of  erecting  a  new  one,  which  would  be  more 
creditable  to  the  county  and  more  consistent  with  the  claims  of 
humanity. 

JOHN  STANTON  GOULD, 

Poughkeepsie  Jail, 

I .  What  is  the  average  number  of  prisoners  ?  20.  There  is  no 
distinction  made  on  the  jail  books  between  black,  and  white. 
There  have  been  committed  to  this  prison  from  August  l,  18{^, 
to  August  1, 1854,  205  males  and  40  females.  •Recommitments 
not  ascertained  from  the  books. 

EMPLOTMENT. 

II.  What  number  of  prisoners  is  engaged  in  each  particnlar 
trade  or  employment  1    No  work. 

PARDONS. 

29.  What  the  number  of  convicts  pardoned  during  the  year  t 
None. 

DEATHS. 

84.  How  many  deaths  during  the  year  t    None. 

CELLS. 

42;  What  is  the  average  temperature  of  the  oells  in  winteri  aqd 
what  In  summer  1    Not  known. 

43:  What  are  the  dimensions  of  the  cells  t    12  by  12  ftet. 

44.  Are  they  well  lighted  and  ventUatedl  Most  of  them  ait 
weU  lighted^  but  there  is  no  attempt  at  ventilation. 

46.  How  are  they  lighted!  .  .t 


I.: 
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Ortene  CowUy  Jail. 

Hudson,  lUh  mmthy  lOM,  1654. 

Br*  J.  D.  Bust)  Carrtsp<mdiing  Secretary^ 
Prison  Jissodaiion. 

On  the  9th  I  inspected  Greene  county  jail,  at  Catskill.     It  is 

situated  on  a  hill,  the  ground  sloping  from  it  in  every  direction. 

A  drain  conveys  away  the  contents  of  the  privy  and  other  filth 

to  a  distant  ravine ;  there  is  a  good  well  of  water  in  the  yard  and 

a  lain  water  cistern  also.    The  building  is  of  brick,  the  cells  are 

lined  and  floored  with  two  inch  oak  plank,  and  the  doors  are  made 

of  the  same  material;  straps  of  iron  are  nailed  at  intervals  over 

the  planks;  the  windows  are  secured  with  three  sets  of  gratings. 

The  doors  have  a  small  diamond  shaped  opening,  through  which 

food  is  handed  to  the  prisoner;  they  are  fastened  by  two  iron 

bars,  one  at  the  top,  the  other  at  the  bottom ;  one  end  of  each  bar 

is  confined  to  a  staple,  and  the  other  is  fastened  by  a  padlock ; 

there  is  a  narrow  area  of  lattice  work  in  front  of  each  cell,  whicli 

separates  them  from  the  main  hall,  the  door  through  which  is 

secured  also  by  a  padlock.    The  windows  of  the  cells  look  out  on 

the  street,  and  communication  with  outsiders  is  thus  rendered  easy 

by  both  day  and  night.    The  beds  are  of  straw;  no  bedsteads  are 

provided.    The  fuel  burned  is  wood;  one  common  box  stove  in 

ekch  celL    The  cells  were  clean  and  comfortable,  but  aa  expert 

burglar  could  not  be  confined  in  them  without  chaining.    Only 

two  persons  were  in  confinement  at  the  time  of  my  visit.    One 

^as  an  Irishman,  committed  for  assault  and  battery;  the  other 

A  negro  boy  of  fourteen,  for  an  assault,  with  intent  to  commit  a 

rape.    There  have  been  no  escapes  daring  the  past  year,  but 

there  have  been  several  in  previous  years,  they  have  been  effected 

by  inwlng  (he  idank  and  digging  the  mortar  from  the  bricks. 

For' other  information  I  refer  to  the  answers  to  the  printed  queries. 

As  in  the  PoUgTikeepsie  Jail,  lights  are  sometimes  allowed  to  prls- 

di^  who  pay  for  them. 

JOHN  STANTON  GOULD. 
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89.  How  often  is  the  beddiqg  ohanged^  As  often  as  fhej  aie 
cUrt)r. 

90.  Are  there  any  conveniences  for  bathing?    No. 

91.  How  often  do  the  prisoners  flbare  and  have  their  iiairoAtSI 
Once  a  week  shave,  hair  cut  as  often  as  necessary. 

CLOTRlirfi. 

92.  How  often  changed?    Once  a  week. 

93.  Is  it  sufficient  in  quantity?    Tes. 

94.  Is  it  any  way  peculiar  either  in  flishion  or  color?  If 9. 
Jean  coats. 

95.  Is  a  Sunday  dress  provided  for  each  prisoner  ?    No. 

MISOELLAirSOUS. 

96.  Is  there  any  classification  of  the  prisoners,  and  if  so,  how 

classed?    None  except  males  and  females;  neat  prisoners  are 
kept  by  themselves. 

97.  Who  are  permitted  to  visit  the  prisoners,  at  what  hour,  and 
under  what  regulations?  Any  respectable  person  in  tbe  day 
time,  always  an  officer  accompanies  them. 

98.  How  much  money  is  given  to  each  prisoner  on  his  ditr 
charge  ?    None. 

99.  Are  tickets  of  admission  to  the  prison  aold  for  the  benefljt 
of  the  prisoners  ?    No. 

100.  Wliat  are  the  opportunities  for  moral  and  religions  Iq* 
struction?  None.  Ministers  sometimes  call,  but  thaprigoofif 
olyect  to  it  and  laugh  at  it. 

102.  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  to  convei:i9e  in  UiQ  pXMff^^^M 
the  keepers,  or  is  strict  silence  enforced  ?    Yes* 

103.  What  the  average  length  of  oonflnemtpti    3ia(t|r  da|»»  . . 

104.  How  many  prisoners  laboring  under  Insani^.t  f  out*    i 

105.  How  many  prisoners  ei^tered  insaixe?  .  Eoor. 

106.  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  to  write  and  receive  letters  jCimoi 
their  friends,  and  if  so,  under  what  regulations  ?  Tes,  but  thef 
are  read  by  the  sherilf. 


I. 
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Ckeene  Gnmty  Jail. 

Hudson,  IIM  mmth^  lO^A,  1854. 

Br.  }•  D.  Bum,  Carrespcnding  Secretary^ 
Prison  Jlssodaiicn. 

On  fhe  9tli  I  inspected  Greene  county  Jail,  at  Catsklll.     It  is 
situated  on  a  hill,  the  ground  sloping  from  it  in  every  direction. 
A  drain  conveys  away  the  contents  of  the  privy  and  other  filth 
to  a  distant  ravine ;  there  is  a  good  well  of  water  in  the  yard  and 
a  rain  water  cistern  also.    The  building  is  of  brick,  the  cells  are 
lined  and  floored  with  two  inch  oak  plank,  and  the  doors  are  made 
of  the  same  material ;  straps  of  iron  are  nailed  at  intervals  over 
the  planks;  the  windows  are  secured  with  three  sets  of  gratings. 
The  doors  have  a  small  diamond  shaped  opening,  through  which 
food  is  handed  to  the  prisoner;  they  are  fastened  by  two  iron 
bars,  one  at  the  top,  the  other  at  the  bottom ;  one  end  of  each  bar 
Is  confined  to  a  staple,  and  the  other  is  fastened  by  a  padlock; 
there  is  a  narrow  area  of  lattice  work  in  front  of  each  cell,  which 
separates  them  from  the  main  hall,  the  door  through  which  is 
secured  also  by  a  padlock.    The  windows  of  the  cells  look  out  on 
the  street,  and  communication  with  outsiders  is  thus  rendered  easy 
by  both  day  and  night.    The  beds  are  of  straw;  no  bedsteads  are 
provided.     The  fuel  burned  is  wood;  one  common  box  stove  in 
ekch  cell.    The  cells  were  clean  and  comfortable,  but  aa  expert 
burglar  could  not  be  confined  in  them  without  chaining.    Only 
two  persons  were  in  confinement  at  the  time  of  my  visit.    One 
Was  an  Irishman,  committed  for  assault  and  battery;  the  other 
A  negro  boy  of  fourteen,  for  an  assault,  with  Intent  to  commit  a 
rape^    There  have  been  no  escapes  during  the  past  year,  but 
there  have  been  several  in  previous  years,  they  have  been  effected 
by  tewing  (he  {dank  and  digging  the  mortar  from  the  bricks. 
For  other  information  I  refer  to  the  answers  to  the  printed  queries. 
As  in  the  PoUghkeepsie  Jail,  lights  are  sometimes  allowed  to  prls- 
oAette  who  pay  for  them* 

JOHN  STANTON  GOULD. 
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CatikiU  Jail. 

1.  What  is  the  average  number  of  prisoners  ?  The  average 
number  for  the  past  year  is  six. 

2.  How  many  white  males  7       54, ) 

3.  How  many  colored  males?    15,  '.From  August  1, 1863| 

4.  How  many  white  females  1      3,  [     to  August  1, 1854. 

5.  How  many  colored  females  ?   0,  J 

EBiPLOVMEMT. 

II.  What  number  of  prisoners  is  engaged  in  each  particular 
trade  or  employment  ?  None,  except  sometimes  sawing  wood  for 
the  Jail. 

EXPEJTDITURES. 

14.  What  is  the  entire  annual  expense  of  the  institution  1 
$1,400  for  the  past  year. 
19.  How  much  for  clothing  1    $15.00  for  the  past  year. 
21.  How  much  for  salary?    $250.00  for  jailor's  salary. 
27.  How  much  for  fuel  1    $165.00. 

PARDONS. 

29.  What  the  number  of  convicts  p^doned  during  the  year  ? 
One — white  male* 

30.  What  the  term  for  which  each  prisoner  pardoned,  was  com- 
mitted, the  crime,  length  of  actual  confinement,  and  the  ground 
upon  which  he  was  pardoned  ?  Commited  July  24th,  1853.  He 
was  sentenced  90  days  and  $20  fine,  for  assault  and  battery,  and 
on  the  20th  of  November  was  pardoned  by  the  Governor. 

DEATHS. 

34.    How  many  deaths  during  the  year?    None. 

CELLS. 

42.  What  is  the  average  temperature  of  the  cells  in  winter,  and 
what  in  summer  ?    Unknown. 

43.  What  are  the  dimensions  of  the  cells  1  14  it.  by  16  ft., 
and  12  ft.  high. 

44.  Are  they  well  lighted  and  ventilated  t  45.  How  are  they 
lighted  ?  Well  lighted  with  two  windows  to  each  cell;  no  pro- 
vision for  ventilation. 

46.  How  are  they  wavmed  t  With  common  box  itoveij  one  in 
each  cell.  . .       i .  .     .  -  .  ,    ; 


L 

48.  Is  every  cell  provided  wtfh  a  Bible  and  alatel  Every  ceil 
is  piovided  with  9  Bible,  and  th^  Jailor  lendg  a  alate  to  evwyfiris- 
oner  who  desires  one. 

49.  How  many  cells  iniheprisoDiand-wluititheMirtef  ocm- 
stmotion  of  each  cell  1    Four  ceUs ;  cost  unknown* 

50.  Is  there  more  than  one  occupant  ever  assigned  to  a  cellt 
Sometimes  six  are  conlined  in  one  cell. 

51.  Are  night-tubs  used  in  the  cells,  or  what  other  provirion^ 
•is  made  for  the  wants  of  nature  1    Nigfat4ubs  are  used. 

52.  Are  the  cells  free  ficom  vennin.    No  vermin. 

PUNISHMENTS. 

53.  What  punishments  are  inflicted?  Cliaining  to  a  ring  in 
the  floor. 

54.  Is  the  <<Gat"  used|  and  if  so,  what  is  the  greateat  number 
inflicted?    No. 

56.  Is  the  douche  or  bolt*bath  ever  used,  and  with  what  re- 
sults 1    No. 

57.  What  other  punishments  are  inflicted  1    No  other. 

60.  What  has  been  the  usual  effect  of  punishment  on  those 
who  have  l>een  subjected  to  it  ?  Cliaining  refractory  prisoners 
generally  quiets  them. 

£DUC^TlOir,  AND  CIVIL  IXnTDITION. 

62.  How  many  could  only  read,  on  entering?  Fifteen  eoidd 
read  only. 

63.  How  many  could  read  and  write?  How  many  neither? 
16  could  neither  read  or  write ;  30  could  both  read  and  write. 

65.  How  many  well  educated  ?  Several  of  the  prisoners  wen 
represented  by  the  jailor  as  well  educated,  but  no  statistics  kept. 

66.  Is  there  any  provision  for  daily  instruction  ?    None. 

68.  Is  there  a  library  for  the  prisoners  t  No  library ;  but  the 
jailer  lends  books  to  such  as  wish  for  them. 

No  parents  ?    24. 

69.  How  many  had  father  only  ?  9. 

70.  How  many  had  mother  only?  13. 

71 .  How  many  had  both  parents  ?  26. 

73.  How  many  were  intemperate  ?    58. 

74.  How  many  were  tomv%r«k\a1     \A. 
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78.  How  manj  Americana?    46.    . 
78.  How  many  foreigners  ?    26. 

DIET  Aim  CLCANLtNESS. 

82.  What  is  the  daily  bill  of  fare  for  the  week  1  Pork  is  gen- 
erally given  fbr  dinner,  in  summer,  and  beef  in  winter ;  occasion- 
ally sonp  is  substituted.  Sye  bread  and  coffee  for  breakiast|  and 
mush  for  supper,  Of  these  articles  they  have  as  much  as  they 
ehoose  to  eat. 

84.  Is  the  food  always  of  a  plain  but  wholesome  quality  >  Yes. 

85.  Do  prisoners  eat  in  their  cells  or  at  a  common  table?  Cells. 

86.  How  many  times  are  they  fed  in  a  day  ?  For  3  months  of 
the  diortest  days  they  are  fed  twice  a  day ;  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year  three  times  a  day. 

88.  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  conveniences  for  washing,  morn- 
ing and  evening  ?    They  are. 

89.  How  often  is  the  bedding  changed  ?  Once  a  fortnight  in 
warm  weather,  and  once  a  month  in  cold  weather. 

90.  Are  there  any  conveniences  for  bathing  ?    No. 

91.  How  often  do  the  prisoners  shave  and  have  their  hair  cut? 
Once  a  week. 

CLOTHING. 

92.  How  often  changed  ?    Once  a  week. 
I  93.  Is  it'suificient  in  quantity?    Tes. 

94.  Is  it  any  way  peculiar,  either  in  fashion  or  color  ?    Jfo. 

95.  Is  a  Sunday  dress  provided  for  each  prisoner  ?    No. 

MI8CELLAKI0U8. 

96.  ts  there  any  classlfici^tion  of  the  prisoners,  and  if  so,  how 
classed  ?    None,  except  by  sex. 

97.  Who  are  permitted  to  visit  the  prisoners,  at  what  how,  end 
under  what  rc^^ations  ?  Any  respectable  person  in  the  presmoe 
of  the  jailor. 

98.  How  much  money  is  given  to  each  prisoner  on  his  dbh 
ehaige  ?    None. 

49.  Axe  tleiGets  of  admiasloil  to  the  prison  sold  fbr  the  beneflt 
of  the  prisoners?    No. 
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100.  What  are  the  opportunities  for  moral  and  religioas  in- 
struction 1  The  ministers  of  the  village  visited  the  jail  occasion- 
ally last  winter,  but  have  never  visited  it  since. 

101.  Js  there  a  chaplain  to  the  prison  1    No. 

102.  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  to  converse  in-the  presence  of 
the  keepers,  or  is  strict  silence  enforced  7  Those  confined  in  the 
cells  converse  freely  together. 

103.  What  the  average  length  of  conflnement?    Thirty  days. 

104.  How  many  prisoners  laboring  under  insanity?  None  at 
present. 

105.  How  many  prisoners  entered  insane  1    One. 

106.  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  to  write  and  receive  letters 
from  their  friends,  and  if  so,  under  what  regulations  1  Yes,  but 
they  are  inspected  by  the  jailer. 

107.  What  the  average  length  of  sentences  1    Sixty  days. 

Suffolk  County  JaU  at  Riverhead. 

EXAMINED  BT  H.  N.  BEERS. 

Jfew  Prison  and  Court  House, — Prison  octagon,  36  feet  in  diame- 
ter; two  stories;  eight  rooms  in  lower  story,  six  in  upper;  prison 
and  cells  entirely  stone;  19  feet  from  court  house;  cells  arched, 
floor  flagged;  each  cell  ventilated  by  flue  6  by  12  inches;  outer 
windows  1  ft.  6  in.  by  2  ft.  6  in.;  inner  windows  1  ft.  by  1  ft.  6  in., 
5  feet  from  floor. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  committee  such  modifications  have 
been  introduced  in  the  building — ^which  had  only  progressed  as 
far  as  the  first  story  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  undersigned — 
as  will  make  the  cells  more  comfortable  and  healthful  for  the  in- 
mates, and  will  also  increase  its  security. 

Since  the  temperance  reform  was  established  in  this  county — 

in  the  eastern  part  particularly — the  number  of  mm  shops 

greatly  diminished,  the  average  number  of  prisoners  has  been 

dnced  from  4  to  2^^.  *  The  new  building  will  give  eight  separate 

cells,  and  as  there  has  scarcely  ever  been  over  six  confined  at  one 

time^  it  is  believed  that  the  present  aimuigements  will  always  en« 

juM  &  sepaifate  cell  for  each  prisoner. 

H.  N«  BEERS. 
Auput^  1854. 


Ho.  lO^l^  SOjft 

I .  What  is  the  ayerage  namber  of  priaonen  t    2^. 
6.  How  maD7  oonuoitted  more  than  cmoe  1    None. 

EMPLOTMENT. 

II.  What  number  of  prisoners  Is  engaged  in  each  partieolar 
trade  or  employment  1    No  employment. 

EXPENDITURES. 

14.  What  is  the  entire  annual  expense  of  the  institution  t 
About  $300. 

15.  What  the  cost  of  ordinary  repairs  t    $5.00.  ^ 
25.  How  much  for  medicines  1    $6.00. 

27.  How  much  for  fuel  t    $30.00. 

RECEIPTS. 

28.  What  are  the  entire  annual  receipts!    None. 

PARDONS. 

29.  What  the  number  of  convicts  pardoned  during  the  year  T 
None. 

DEATHS. 

34.  How  many  deaths  during  the  year  t    None. 

CELLS. 

42.  What  is  the  average  temperature  of  the  cells  in  winteri  and 
what  in  summer  1    Comfortable. 

43.  What  are  the  dimensions  of  the  cells  1    10  by  10  feet. 

44.  Are  they  well  lighted  and  ventilated  1    Well  lighted|  not 
well  ventilated. 

45.  How  are  they  lighted  ?    By  grated  doors. 

46.  How  are  they  warmed '?    By  a  hall  stove. 

47.  Are  they  damp  or  dry  ?    Dry. 

48.  Is  every  cell  provided  with  a  Bible  and  slate  t    With  a 
Bible,  but  no  slate. 

49.  How  many  cells  in  the  prisoui  and  what  the  cost  of  con- 
Btmotion  of  each  cell  ?    Four  cellsi  10  feet  square. 

50.  Is  there  m(^e  than  one  occupant  ever  aselgned  to  a  cell  t 
Sometimes  several. 
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64.  Is  the  <<caf  used,  and  if  so,  what  is  the  greatest  number 
of  lashes  ever  inflioted  ?    Never. 

56.  Is  the  douche  or  bolt-bath  ever  used,  and  with  irikat  re- 
sults?   No. 

57.  What  other  punishments  are  inflicted?  Shortening  the 
rations  or  chaining. 

58.  By  whom  are  punishments  directed  ?    By  the  keeper. 

59.  Has  each  keeper  a  discretionary  power  to  inflict  poniah^ 
ment,  and  if  not,  how  is  his  discretion  Umited  1  CSorporal  pun- 
ishment only  forbidden. 

60.  What  has  been  the  usual  effect  of  punishment  on  those  who 
have  been  subjected  to  it  1    Satisfactory. 

EDUCATION  AND    CIVIL  C3ia>ITI0N. 

66.  Is  there  any  provision  for  daily  instruction  ?    None. 

67.  Is  there  a  choir  in  the  prison  1    No. 

68.  Is  there  a  library  for  the  prisoners  t    No. 

DIET   AND  CLEAKLINBSS. 

83.  Are  any  variations  made  in  diet  corresponding  with  the 
seasons  1    Tes. 

84.  Is  the  food  always  of  a  plain  but  wholesome  quality  1    Yes. 

85.  Do  prisoners  eat  in  their  cells  or  at  a  common  table  ?  In 
their  cells. 

86.  How  many  times  are  they  fed  in  a  day  1  Three  times  ex- 
cept on  Sabbaths,  then  twice  only. 

87.  Is  the  prison  abundantly  supplied  with  good  and  whole- 
some water  ?    Yes. 

88.  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  conveniences  for  washing,  morn- 
ing and  evening  ?    No. 

90.  Are  there  any  conveniences  for  bathing?    No. 

CLOTHING. 

93.  Isdt  sufficient  in. quantity  1    Yes. 

94.  Is  it  any  way  peculiar,  either  in  fashion  <yr  coIorT    No:   "' 
961  Is  a  Sunday  dress  provided  for  each  prisoner  t    No. 
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90.  Is  there  any  dasaification  of  the  priioxiers^  and  if  80,  how 
classed  t    No. 

97.  Who  a^  permitted  to  visit  the  piiseners,  at  what  hoari  and 
under  what  regulations  1    At  the  keeper's  discretion.. 

96.  How  much  money  is  given  to  each  prisoner  on  his  dis- 
charge 7    None. 

.  99.  Are  tickets  of  admission  to  the  prison  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  prisoners  ?    No. 

100.  What  are  the  opportunities  for  moral  and  religious  in- 
stmctlonf    Nbne. 

101.  Is  there  a  chaplain  to  the  prison  1    No. 

302.  Are  prisoners  allowed  to  converse  in  the  presence  of  the 
keepers^  or  is  strict  silence  enforced  ?  They  are  allowed  to  con- 
verse. 

T09.  Are  the  prisoners,  allowed  to  write  and  receive  letters  fipom 
their  friends,  and  if  so,  under  what  regulations?  They  are> 
through  the  keeper. 
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(APPENDIX  G.) 
Ireaturef^s  Report  of  the  Kew  York  Prison  ^sociaiionfor  1851. 

Dh. 

To  ihe  amount  of  subscription  to  the  Association  re-  • 

ceived  during  1854,  and  of  collections  by  the  Finan* 

cial  Agent, ^1497  25 

To  the  amount  of  donations  received  during  same  period,    170  00 
To  the  balance  of  legacy  of  Miss  E.  l>emilt,  withdrawn 

from  Saving's  Bank; 1423  37. 

Total, ^309^  6ft, 

To  balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  Jan.  1 ,  1855, $61  20 

Cr. 

By  balance  due  Treasurer  Jan.  1, 1854, ^57  84 

To  amount  paid  for  salaries  of  ^;ents  and  clerks, .  • .  •  •  1205  45 

Torentof  Office,  15  Centre  street, 200  00 

To  commissions  on  collections  by  financial  agent,  .  •  •  • «  145  96 

To  advertising  and  printing, Ill  11 

To  distribution  to  discharged  convicts  and  others,. .  •  •  •  184  22 

Expenses  of  visiting  various  State  and  county  Prisons,.  38  55 

To  expenses  of  Anniversary  in  1853, 62  00 

To  account  of  Blacksmith  shop  for  discharged  convicts' 

use, 261  37 

To  account  of  home  for  discharged  female  prisoners,. .  •  762  92 

By  balance  to  new  account, 61  20 

E.E.,  Total, ^3090  62 

HENRY  A.  OAKLET,  T\reaswror. 
New-Toek,  May  1,  1855. 
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AN  ACT 

To  Incorporate  the  Prison  Association  of  New-Tor](,  pa88o4 

May  9, 1846,  by  a  two  third  TOte. 

The  People  of  the  Stafe  of  Jfeuh  Yorkj  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1 .  All  such  persons  as  now  are  and  hereafter  shall  become 
members  to  the  said  Association,  pursoant  to  the  constitution 
thereof,  shall  and  are  hereby  constituted  a  body  corporate  by  tho 
name  of  <<Tbe  Prison  Association  of  New- York,"  and  by  that 
name  have  the  powers  that  by  the  third  title  of  the  eighteenth 
chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  are  declared  to 
belong  to  every  corporation ;  and  shall  be  capable  of  purchasing, 
holding,  and  conveying  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  for  the  use 
of  said  corporation :  Provided^  that  such  real  estate  shall  never 
exceed  the  yearly  value  of  ten  thousand  dollars  nor  be  applied  to 
any  purposes  other  than  those  for  which  this  corporation  is 
founded. 

§  2.  The  estate  and  concerns  of  said  corporation  shall  be  managed 
and  conducted  by  its  executive  committee,  in  conformity  to  the 
constitution  of  the  said  corporation  j  and  the  following  articles 
that  now  form  the  constitution  of  the  Association  shall  continue 
to  be  the  fundamental  laws  and  constitutiom  thereof  subject  to 
alteration  in  the  mode  therein  prescribed. 

AaTlCLE   I. 

The  objects  of  the  Association  shall  be, 

1.  The  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  prisoners,  whether  de- 
tained for  trial,  or  finally  convicted,  or  as  witnesses: 

3.  The  improvement  of  prison  discipline,  and  the  government 
of  prisons,  whrtfaer  for  dties,  or  eoqntles,  or  States: .    '  ^ 
[AssemUj,  No.  149.]  U 
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9.  The  support  and  enoonngement  of  leformed  convicts  after 
their  discharge,  by  affording  them  the  means  of  obtaining  an  honest 
livelihood,  and  sustaining  them  in  their  efforts  at  reform. 

Article  II. 

The  ofGlcers  of  the  society  shall  be,  a  president  four  vice  presi- 
dents, a  recording  secretary,  a  corresponding  secretary,  and  a 
litesarerj  and  there  shall  be  the  following  committees,  viz :  a 
finance  committee,  a  committee  on  detentions,  a  c<Mnmittee  on  dis- 
cipline, a  committee  on  discharged  convicts,  and  an  executive 
edmmittee. 

Ahticlb  in. 

The  ofGlcers  named  in  the  preceding  article  shall  be  ex  officio 
JDObembers  of  the  executive  committee,  who  shall  choose  one  of 
their  number  to  be  chairman  thereof. 


Akticlk  IY. 

The  executive  committee  shall  meet  once  in  each  month,  and 
%eep  regular  minutes  of  their  proceedings.  They  shall  have  a 
general  superintendence  and  direction  of  the  aShlrs  of  the  isodiety, 
knd  shall  annually  report  to  the  society  all  their  proceedings,  and 
such  other  matters  as  shall  be  likely  to  advance  the  ends  of  the 
Association. 

Article  V. 

The  society  shall  meet  annually  in  the  city  of  New- York,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  the  executive  committee  shall  appoint  and 
at  such  other  times  as  the  president,  or,  in  his  absence,  one  of  the 
vice-presidents,  shall  desi^ate. 

Article  YI. 

Any  person  contributing  annually  to  the  funds  of  the  Associa- 
tion, shall,  during  such  contribution,  be  a  member  thereof*  A 
contribution  of  five  hundred  dollars  shall  constitute  a  life  patron; 
a  contribution  of  one  hundred  dollars  an  honorary  member  of 
the  executivis  committee  for  life ;  and  a  contribution  of  twenty-five 
dnUan  shall  eoostitule  a  member  of  the  Aflsoeialte  tost  life. 
JBbnoraryand  oonrnpondingmembeie  teay  from  tine  to  tiSMte 
^pointed  by  the  executive  ccwiDiVXM^      ^  ^  ^  -  ^  -  ^ 
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'  !/L  feniitf  e  department  shall  be  formed,  consisttng  of  auch  feinalM 
as'sliallbe  selected  by  the  executive  committeei  who  shall  have 
charge  of  the  interest  and  welfare  of  prisoners  of  their  sex,  under 
iiiGh  regulations  as  the  executive  committee  shall  adopt. 

-Article  VIII. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  chosen  annually  at  tbi 
annual  meeting,  at  which  time  such  persons  may  be  elected  hon- 
orary members  as  shall  have  rendered  essential  service  to  the 
cause  of  prison  discipline. 

Article  IX. 

Any  society  having  the  same  objects  in  view  may  become  auxil- 
iary to  this  Association  by  contributing  to  its  funds  and  codperat- 
Ing  with  It. 

Article  X. 

The  executive  committee  shall  have  power  to  add  to  any  of  the 
•standing  eommittees  such  persons  as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  like- 
)y  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  society ;  and  shall  have  power  to 
fill  any  vacancy  which  may  occur  in  any  of  the  offices  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, intermediate  the  annual  meetings. 

Article  XI. 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  the  majority  6[ 
the  society,  at  any  meeting  thereof,  provided  notice  of  the  amend- 
ment has  been  given  at  the  next  preceding  meeting. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  current  year  under  the  constitution 
shall  continue  to  be  the  officers  thereof  until  others  shall  be  duly 
chosen  in  their  places. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  that  no  manager  of  said  society 
shall  receive  any  compensation  for  his  services. 

"%  9.  The  said  executive  committee  shall  have  power  to  establish 
fli  Work-house  in  the  county  of  New-Tork,  and  in  their  discretion 
torieeekreand  take  into  the  work-honse  all  sneh  peftons  as  shiill 
be  taken  up  and  committed  as  vagrants  or  disorderly  persons,  fti 
fti9  elty,  as  the  court  df  general  sessions,  of  tbe  peace,  "or  tke 
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eonrt  of  qweUl  sesdoiu,  or  the  ooort  of  cijvt  and  tennliier,  b 
nld  eonntjT)  or  anj  poUoe  magistrate,  or  the  oommiMloim  of  the 
almt-hoose,  maj  deem  proper  objects ;  uid  the  said  exeeatire 
•canmlttee  shall  hare  tht  same  powers  to  keep,  detain,  emploj  and 
gorem  die  said  persons,  as  are  now  by  lair  conferred  on  the  kecfr 
era  of  the  bridewell  or  penitentiary  in  said  city. 

^  4.  The  said  exeentlTe  committee  may  from  time  to  Ume  make 
I^-lavs,  ordinances  and  regulations,  relative  to  the  management 
and  cUsposltion  of  the  estate  and  eoneems  of  said  Association,  and 
Ae  management,  government,  instrnctioQ,  discipline,  and  employ- 
ment  of  the  persons  so  as  aforesaid  committed  to  the  said  work- 
hoQse,  not  contrary  to^law,  as  they  may  deem  proper;  and  may 
appoint  such  officers,  agents  and  servants,  as  they  may  deem  ne- 
oeEsary,  to  transact  the  business  of  the  said  Association,  and  may 
designate  their  duties.  And  the  said  executive  committee  shall 
make  an  annual  report  to  the  Legislature,  and  to  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  New-Tork,  of  the  number  of  persona  received  by 
them  into  said  work-house,  the  disposition  which  shall  lie  made 
of  them  by  instructing  or  employing  them  therein,  the  recdptt 
and  expenditures  of  said  exeoatlve  committee,  and  generally  aU 
Boeh  StotB  and  particulars  as  may  exhibit  the  operations  of  the 
said  Association. 

§  5.  The  said  executive  committee  shall  have  power,  during  the 
minority  of  any  of  the  persons  so  committed  to  the  said  w<ak- 
house,  to  bind  out  the  said  persons,  so  being  minors  as  aforesaid, 
as  apprentices  or  servants,  with  their  consent,  during  their  mino^ 
ity,  to  such  persons,  and  at  such  places,  to  learn  such  proper  tradM 
and  employments,  as  in  their  Ju(^ment  will  be  most  condneive  to 
their  reformation  and  amendoieut,  and  future  benefit  and  advan- 
tage of  such  persons. 

f}  6.  The  said  «xecutiTe  committee,  by  such  committees  as  thcf 
•hall  from  time  to  time  appoint,  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  he 
their  duty,  to  visit,  inspect  and  examine,  all  the  prisons  In  the 
State,  and  annually  report  to  the  L^islature,  their  state  and  ttatr 
dltlon,  and  all  such  other  things  in  r^ard  to  them  as  may  euabli 
ttie  Legislature  to  perfect  their  government  and  discipline.  Ami 
to  enable  them  to  exeoute  the  powers  and  perfiirm  the  duties  heit- 
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bj  gnnted  umI  impoaed,  thej  shall  possess  all  the  powen  and 
waiboiity,  that  by  the  twentj-fonrth  section  of  title  first,  ohapter 
third,  part  fourth  of  the  Revised  Statates,  are  rested  In  the  Inspec- 
tors of  ooiintj  prisons ;  and  the  duties  of  the  keepers  of  each 
prison  that  they  may  examine,  shall  be  the  same  In  relation  to  them 
aa  in  the  section  aforesaid  are  imposed  on  the  keepers  of  sneh  pris- 
ons in  relation  to  the  Inspectors  thereof:  Provided^  that  no  inch 
examination  or  inspection  of  any  prison  shall  be  made  until  an 
■xader  Ibr  that  purpose,  to  be  granted  by  the  Chanoellor  of  this 
State,  or  one  of  the  J'udges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  by  a  Tie* 
Ohanoellor  or  Circuit  Judge,  or  by  the  first  Judge  of  the  eoun^ 
In  which  file  prison  to  be  examined  shall  be  situated,  shall  fltst 
have  been  hful  and  obtained,  which  order  shall  specify  the  name 
of  the  prison  to  be  examined,  the  names  of  the  persons,  members 
of  the  said  Association,  by  whom  the  examination  is  to  be  made, 
and  the  time  within  which  the  same  must  be  oonoluded. 

State  of  Naw-Toag,     > 
hi  Senate,  May  8,  1846.    { 
This  bill  having  been  read  the  third  time,  two-thirds  of  all  the 
nembers  elected  to  the  Senate  voting  in  favor  thereof, 
Retolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass. 
By  order  of  the  Senate, 

A.  GARDINER,  President. 

Statb  of  New-Tohk,         1 
in  Assembly,  ^pril  24, 1846.  ) 
This  bill  having  been  read  the  Uiird  time,  and  two-thirds  of  all 
the  members  elected  to  the  Assembly  voting  In  favor  thereof, 
Retotved,  That  the  bill  do  pass. 
By  order  of  the  Assembly, 

WM.  C.  CRAIN,  Speaker. 
Approved  this  9th  day  of  May,  1846. 

SILAS  WRIGHT. 

State  or  New-Tobx,  > 
SecrttarifM  offiet.      J 
1  have  eompared  the  preceding  with  an  original  law  on  file  in 
Kkk  office,  and  do  eertlfy,  that  the  auDa  Is  a  eorreet  trawar^ 
ffeaebom,  and  of  th«  whole  of  taiA  original. 
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In  teatlmony  vhereof  I  bare  heietmto  affixed  the  seal  of,  thii 
office  at  tlie  eit7  of  Albany,  tbe  fifteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  oni  Xord  one  thoosaad  elgbt  handled  and  forty'>alx. 
[l.b.|  ARCITD   CAMPBELL, 

Dep.  SicofSlatt. 

RiTiBED  STATCTEa,  Part  IV,  Chap.  3,  Wit  1. 
^34.  It  Bhall  be  the  dnty  of  tbe  keepers  of  each  of  the  said 
prisons  to  admit  the  said  inspectors,  or  any  one  of  them  into 
every  part  of  racb  prison ;  to  exhibit  to  them,  on  demand,  all  the 
books,  papers,  documents  and  accounts  pertaining  to  tbe  prison^ 
or  to  tbe  persons  confined  therein;  and  to  render  them  every 
other  ihoility  In  their  power,  to  enable  them  to  discha^  the  da- 
ties  alMve  prescribed.  And  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  tbe  ne- 
eesiaiy  information,  to  enable  them  to  make  such  report  as  is 
above  required,  the  said  inspectors  shall  have  power  to  examine 
on  oath,  to  he  administered  by  either  of  the  said  inspectors,  any 
of  tbe  officers  of  the  said  prisons,  and  to  converse  vith  any  of  the 
prisoners  .confined  therein,  without  the  presence  of  the  keepers 
thereof  or  any  of  them. 


BT-LAW8. 


I.  There  shall  be  a  stated  meeting  of  the  esecnttve  committee 
on  the  fourth  Monday  of  each  month,  and  a  special  meeting  shall 
be  held  at  anj  time,  on  the  requisition  of  either  of  the  standing 
committees,  or  the  chairman  of  the  executire  committee,  or  chair- 
man of  any  standing  committee. 

n.  At  every  meeting  oftheexecntive  committee,  stated  or  spe- 
cial, the  attendance  of  fire  members  shall  be  necessary  to  consti- 
tute a  quorum. 

III.  The  order  of  business  at  every  stated  meeting  shall  be  as 
fbllows: 

1.  The  reading  and  adoption  of  the  minutes  tl  the  last  pre- 

ceding meeting. 

2.  Reports  from  the  staoding  commitleea  in  th«  order  in 

which  they  are  named  in  the  constitution  of  the  Society. 
8.  Beports  from  female  department. 

4.  Report  from  corresponding  secretary.  ' 

6.  Reports  from  special  committeet. 
6.  Motigna  and  resolutions. 

Tlie  business  first  in  order  at  a  special  meeting  sball  be  the 
subject  for  the  oonsideratf  on  of  which  the  meeting  shall  have  been 
called ;  and  no  other  subject  shall  be  brought  befbn  the  meeting, 
except  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  memben  piesent. 

11^.  Hie  chairman  shall  nominate  and  appoint  all  special  com- 
mittees, and  no  person  nomlaated  by  him  shall  be  excused,  unless 
upon  reasons,  assigned  by  him,  that  shall  be  approved  by  tho 
meeting ;  but  a  chairman  pro  tem.  shall  not  haT«  such  power,  vor 
less  tnthotUbdV  ^  iiMettng. 
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y.  The  chatmnn  flhall  deeide  all  questioiis  of  ordMr^  subject  to 
an  appeal,  and  the  rales  of  order  shall  be  the  samei  so  fiis  as  thqr 
are  applicable,  as  those  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New- York. 

TI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  finance  committee : 

1 .  To  receive  and  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  society  all 
moneys  received,  either  as  donations  or  for  memberships. 

3.  To  audit,  and  direct  the  payment  of  all  bills  against  the 
society  in  ^uch  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  direct, 
but  no  bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  unless  ap- 
proved by  the  committee  and  countersigned  by  the 
chairman  thereof. 

3.  To  invest  and  control  the  surplus  moneys  of  the  society, 

under  the  authority  of  the  executive  committee. 

4.  To  have  power,  under  the  same  authority,  to  employ  one 

or  more  agents  to  obtain  members  and  collect  subscrip- 
tions to  the  society ;  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  make 
a  report,  at  each  monthly  meeting,  of  their  proceedings 
and  those  of  their  agents. 

b.  To  annually  examine  and  report  upon  the  treasurer's  ac- 
counts, and  to  audit  the  same. 

YII.  The  following  shall  be  the  duties  of  the  committee  on  de- 
tentions : 

1 .  To  inquire  into  the  causes  of  commitment  of  all  persons 
detained  for  trial,  or  as  witnesses,  in  any  of  the  prisons  of 
the  cities  of  New-York  and  Brooklyn,  and  to  adopt  pro- 
per measures  for  procuring  the  discharge  of  such  as 
shall  appear  to  be  entitled  thereto. 

5.  To  visit  frequently  the  prisons  under  their  charge,  and  to 

endeavor  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  prisoners,  by 
training  them  to  habits  of  cleanliness  and  exercise ;  by 
securing  to  them  comfortable  accommodations,  having 
a  regard  to  space,  light  and  temperature ;  by  procuring 
for  them  suitable  employment ;  by  providing  them  with 
books,  or  other  means  of  mental  occupation ;  by  secur- 
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lug  Bneh  a  wptntlon  and  danUlcatkn  at  ihall  pre- 
serve the  ^ooiig,  the  Innocent,  and  the  lees  hardened, 
from  Qie  oontaminating  interconrsa  of  the  more  de- 
praved ;  by  obtaining  for  them  hoaeat  and  able  legal 
advice ;  and  generally,  by  bringing  all  practical,  moral, 
and  religions  influence  to  operate  upon  their  minds. 

Tin.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  oommittee  on  dlschaqed  eoo- 
victB, 

1.  Under  the  anthorl^  of  the  exeoatiTe  oommittee,  to  em- 

ploy  an  agent  for  the  relief  and  aid  of  dltdiarged  oon- 
victs,  and  for  the  performanee  of  Its  daily  routine  of 
duties,  whose  place  of  business  shall  be  at  the  general 
office  of  the  Association. 

2.  To  keep  a  reoord  of  all  commitments  to  oar  State  pri- 

sons, and  New-York  and  Kings  county  prisons,  of  the 
crime  of  which  each  person  was  convicted,  of  the  date 
of  his  commitment  and  discha^,  and  all  other  Im- 
portant Information  thereto  appertaining. 

3.  To  open  a  correspondence  with  the  prison  agents  ta  super- 

intendents, relative  to  the  character  and  trades  oi  pri- 
soners, and  to  ascertain  pieviooa  to  the  diseliarge  of 
each  prisoner,  his  feelings,  views  and  capabilities,  with 
a  view  to  making  the  best  arrangements  for  his  future 
employment. 

4.  To  keep  a  reeord  of  all  persons  who  will  employ  dis- 

charged pTifloners,  and  of  their  several  oeoupationa ;  to 
procure  employment  for  prisoners  applying  therefor,  88 
seems  best  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  each;  to  hold  a 
correspondence  with  employers ;  to  keep  a  reoord  of  the 
behavior  and  prospects  of  those  for  whom  places  are 
obtained,  that  they  may  be  sustained  and  encouraged 
with  the  idea  that  a  continual  friendly  interest  is  (Ut 
for  them. 

5.  To  endeavor  to  procure  suitable  boarding  places  Ua  the 

discharged  prlMuers,  where  they  will  not  he  expoied  to 
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oarrupting  inflaenees,  taking  care  not  to  hare  more 
than  one  in  a  plai^,  when  it  can  be  avoidedL 

6,  To  aee  that  the  prisoners  are  provided  with  suitable 
clothing,  of  a  Idnd  that  will  not  attract  attention^  and 
point  tfiem  out  as  convicts. 

IX.  The  general  duty  of  the  committee  on  prison  discipline 
shall  be  thesupervisionof  the  internal  organization  and  manage* 
ment  of  the  prisons  in  which  convicts  are  confined,  embracing  the 
moral  and  physical  influences  to  be  exerted  on  the  prisoners  during 
their  confinement. 

This  duty  sludl  be  comprised  under  the  following  general  heads : 

Health. — ^Under  which  shall  be  included  diet,  dress,  cleanliness, 
warming  of  prisons,  ventilation,  exercise,  modes  of  employment, 
insanity,  and  medical  treatment  generally. 

Reformation, — Including  the  classification  of  prisoners  accord- 
ing to  age,  sex,  physical  condition,  character  and  numbers ;  in- 
struction, religious  and  ordinary ;  moral  treatment,  isolation  and 
intercourse ;  rewards  and  punishments ;  the  visitation  of  friends, 
and  pardons. 

Financial  System. — ^Embracing  convict  labor,  prison  revenues 
andexpenseSk 

Jtdminiiir9Hon  a$id  S^tperinHM. — Comprising  the  mode  of  ap- 
pointing officers,  their  qualifications,  duties,  abuse  of  their  powers, 
and  the  Intenal  police  regulations  of  prisons. 

Oomparison  of  Prison  System  and  Reforms. — ^Including  the  col- 
lection of  works  and  reports,  correspondence  with  other  societies, 
superintendence  of  prisons,  and  persons  interested  in  prison  dis- 
cipline. The  collection  of  statistics,  and  their  publication  under 
the  order  of  the  Association. 

ViiHaUQt^^TbB  visiting  of  StatCj  eoonty,  and  city  prisons,  in- 
cluding houses  of  reformation  of  juvenile  ttdlnqoents,  at  such 
periods  and  in  such  manner  as  the  committee  may  from  time  to 
time  (totfirmine. 
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ewtwwt/ww. — Thalr  obaraeter-uid  inflnenoe  on  the  oommls- 
akm  of  rice  and  oiims. 

X.  Each  standiDg  committee  Bhall  have  power  to  appoint  its 
own  ohainnaQ  and  secretaiy,  and  to  divide  itself  Into  as  many 
sub-committees  as  It  may  deem  proper ;  and  each  committee  sliall 
make  a  report  of  its  proceedings  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the 
executive  committee. 

XI.  The  reooiding  secretary  shall  be  the  secretary  of  the  exeou- 
tive  committee,  and  it  shall  be  ids  duty  to  keep  the  minutes  of. 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  to  record  them  in  a  book  to  be 
provided  for  that  purpose,  and  to  give  due  notice  of  all  meetings 
of  the  committee. 

Xn.  I.  The  standii^  committee  shall  meet  la  their  order  on 
the  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday  and  Satnjday  of  Ui« 
week  preceding  the  regular  meeting  of  the  execuUre 
committee ;  and  the  recording  secretary  shall  give  dqe 
notice  thereof. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  standing  committee  to-zeport 
to  each  monthly  meeting  of  the  executive  committee, 
the  number  of  meetings  held,  and  the  names  of  the' 
members  attending  at  each. 

XIII.  If  it  shall,  appear  from  the  report  of  any  standing  «aob-j 
mltteis  that  any  member  has  not  attended  any  one  of  these  mevt- 
ings  during  the  preceding  three  months  the  member  so  n^Ieot-.^ 
ing  to  attend  shall,  if  no  satlsfaetory  excuse  be  offered,  be  deemed ' 
to  have  resigned  as  a  member  of  such  committee,  and  the  exeeu-' 
tive  committee  may  proceed  to  appoint  another  In  his  place. 

XIV.  No  person  shall  be  added  as  a  member  to  any  of  the 
standing  committees  unless  the  committee  to  which  he  is  to  be 
added  shall  have  reported  his  name  at  a  preceding  meeting  of  the 
executive  committee,  and  shall  have  stated  that  the  member  so 
proposed  has  consented  to  serve.  No  person,  so  proposed,  shall 
be  elected  as  a  member  unless  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  all 
the  members  present;  and  every  such  election  shall  be  made  by 
ballot,  onlesa  by  onanlmons  consent  the  ballot  be  dispensed  with. 
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